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5. auto-safety regula-

tors are investigating
Tesla's advanced driver-assis-
tance knowm as Auto-
pilot after a series of crashes
at emergency scenes, the lat-
est sign that authorities are
beginning to scrutinize such
technologies more closaly. Al

# Fed officials are nearing
agreement to begin scaling
back easy-money policies in
about three months if the
recovery continues, with
some pushing to end their
asset-purchase program by
the middle of next vear. A2
* China's economy skowed
more than expected in July
as extreme weather and
the highly contagions Delta
variant of the coronawvirus
swept across the country. AlG
+ Companies are sitting on
a record amount of cash amid
lingering uncertainty about
Ciovid-19 disruptions,
forecasts for spending. Bl
* Bozos' space company has
escalated its battle to build
a moon lander for NASA, su-
ing the federal government
over the agency's decision to
award a sole contract for that
work to Musk's SpaceX. B1L
#+ T-Mohile said it suffered
an intrusion into a company
database and was investigat-
ing the extent of the breach,
after personal data on some
of its wireless subscribers was
found for sale on the weh, Bl

#* The S&P 500 and Dow
rose DL26% and 0.3%, respec-
tively, to close at records.
The Na=zdaq fell 0.2%. B11

+ Axel Springer is in talks
to purchase an ownership
stake in Washingron, D.C.
publisher Politico. BL

World- Wide
—

* Kabul's international
airport was in the throes
of chaos as desperate Af-
ghans tried to flee on de-
parting U.S. jets, Taliban
gunmen roamed the termi-
mals, and U.5. troops killed
at least two men, a sign of
the disorder in the wake of
the Taliban’s takeover of
Afghanistan. Al, A4, AG-AR
#+ Biden said he stands
“squarely behind™ his deci-
sion to withdraw U.S.
troops from the country, as
he drew bipartisan criti-
cism owver the swift collapse
of the Afghan government
and the ensuing bedlam. Al
4 The Biden administration
is expected to announce
that Americans who have
been fully vaccinated
against Covid-19 should re-
ceive a booster shot to en-
sure continued protection. Al

treat survivors
der earthquake debris, hours
before a major storm was ex-
pected to make landfall. ALG
# The LS. government
declared the first-ever short-
age of water on the Colorado
River, triggering cutbacks in
several states that will hit
farmers particularly hard. A3

# The Biden administration
unveiled the largest-ever in-
crease in food-stamp 'berl.c—

during the pandemic,. A2

+ Opposition leader Hi-
chilema was elected presi-
dent of Zambia. A16
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CLOCKIISE FROM TOP: ASSCOC)

Chaos Engulfs Afghan Withdrawal

Clockwise from above, m‘ghm: :wmn.d an Air Force cnrgo plane as it took ol‘f from K,ulml aus. soluiur at the airport where

-

troops have been deployed to try to maintain order as thousands seek to leave; and President Biden addressed the nation.

Biden Calls Exit ‘Right Decision’

By Swosxan HuGHES
AND CATHERINE LUCEY

President Biden said he
stands “squarely behind” his
decision to withdraw U
troops  from  Afghanistan,
speaking from the White
House on Monday as he drew
bipartisan criticism over the
swift collapse of the govern-
ment and the ensuing chaos.

He acknowledged that the
Taliban takeower of the coun-
try happened more quickly
than he expected and that the
exit has been “far from per-
fect,” although he took little
responsibility for that. He
called the images of desperate
Afghans at Kabuls interna-
tional airport, tryving to flee
their country, “gut-wrenching.™

While pledging to get U.S.
citizens and allies out of the
country safely, Mr. Biden cast
much of the blame for the fall
of the Afghan govermment on
its ULS.-trained military for
failing to take up the fight

writh the Taliban.

“If anything, the develop-
ments in the past week rein-
forced that ending ULS. military
involvement in  Afgha tan
now was the right decision,”
said Mr. Biden, a Democrat.
“American troops cannot and
should not be fighting in a war,
and dying in a war that Afghan
forces are not willing to fight

for themselves.”

The president’s remarks and
the chaotic exit from Afghani-
stan will become the closing
chapters in the U.5.'s longest
war, one that began 20 years
ago after the Sept. 11, 2001,
terrorist attacks in New York
and Washington, as a hunt to
bring justice to those who
committed those acts.

- Biden has long said that
Wd_l.h)ngk:n had sccomplished
its mission in the region by
killing Osama bin Laden in
2011 and depriving al Qaeda of
its sanctuary in Afghanistan,
and had nothing to gain
perpetuating its military de-
ployments in the country.

Mr. Biden's speech focused
Please turn fo page A4

U.S. troops scramble to
secure Kabul airport as
locals try to board jets

and insurgents move in

Kabul’s international air-
port was in the throes of
chaos as desperate Afghans
tried to flee on departing LS.
jets, Taliban gunmen roamed
the terminals, and U.S. troops
Killed at least two men, a sign
of the disorder in the wake of
the Taliban's takeover of Af-
ghanistan.

By Gordon Lubofdf-
Saeed Sh
arrd Yaroslaw ?‘ruf‘man

LS. troops on Monday flew
helicopters low owerhead,
launched smoke grenades and
fired into the air in an attempt
to disperse crowds and gain
control of the fa ty, where
the U.S. is staging the evacua-
tion of American personnel
and thousands of Afghan in-
terpreters and others whao
worked for the US. and now
fear Taliban retribution.

At least eight Afghans were
killed on Monday at the airport.
In two incidents, armed men
were shot and lnllcd after ap-
proaching LS. Marines. The U.S.
roOps Weres injured and the
armed men weren't identified.

Video images from the air-
port on Monday showed people
holding on to a military plane
moving along the tarmac and
appeared to show two objects
or peaple fall off when the air-
craft was hundreds of feet in
the air. Pentagon officials ac-
knowledged the video imagery,
but said they couldn’t vet con-
firm what had occurred, or if
what appeared to fall from the
plane were bodies. Command-
ers have begun an investiga-
tion into what happened on the
tarmac, Pentagon press secre-
tary John Kirby said.

Witnesses separately re-
ported seeing three bloodied

Please furn fo page AS

Turmoil in Kabul

# Seib: Bipar:
from start to finish.

an blunder

- Ag

# Mew face of Taliban owes
his freedom to the US... A7

* Conquest redraws th
diplomatic mg

First Day

On their first day in contral
of Kabul, Taliban fighters com-
mandeered streets and
searched the homes and of-

By Sune Engel
Rasmussen,
Ehsanullah Amiri
and Alistair
MacDonald

fices of government officials
and media outlets, spreading
fear and menace across the Af-
ghan capital,

Armed militants erected

of Taliban Rule Brings Beatings, Fear

checkpoints throughout the
city of six million people, im-
posed a 9 pon. curfew and
took over army and police
posts. Fighters, many grinning
in victory, rode through the
streets in captured US. and
Afghan military wehicles flying
the Taliban's white flag.
Turban-clad insurgents
searched the phones of pass-
ershy for evidence of govern-
ment contacts or CoOmMpromis-
ing material they might deem
un-Islamic. Bridal dress adver-
tisements that showed women

Tesla’s Autopilot Faces
Federal Safety Inquiry

By Remecca ELLioTT

.5, auto safery regulators
are investigating Tesla Inc.s
advanced driver-assistance
system known as Autopilot af-
ter a series of crashes at
CMErEency SCenes.

The National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration probe
made public Monday is the lat-
est -.Jgn L'har. U.s. authorities

prime
ned amid criticism over
his Cowid-19 policies. AL
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are by to scrutinize
driver-assistance technologies
more closely after largely miv-
ing companies free rein,

MNHTSA said it had identi-
fied 11 crashes since early
2018 in which a Tesla vehicle
that had been using Autopilot
struck one or more vehicles
invalved in an emergency-re-
sponse situnation.

Four of the crashes NHTSA
is probing happened this year
and most took place after
dark, the agency said. In one
such ecrash in March, the
driver of a Tesla Model ¥ had
Autopilot  engaged before

plowing into a police vehicle
that had stopped along a Lan-
sing, Mich., area highway to
investigate a separate crash,
Michigan State Police said. The
police vehicle had its emer-
gency lights on, police said.

NHTSA is studying the Au-
ropilot system in some 765,000
Tesla wehicles from the 2014
through 2021 model years. Au-
ropilot is available on vehicles
made in late 2014 and later, ac-
cording to Tesla's website.
Such investigations can but
don’t always lead to recalls,

Advanced driver-assistance
systems aren't tightly regu-
lated in the U.S. NHTSA re-
cently began requiring compa-
nies to  regularly report
crashes involving such fea-
tures to the agency.

Tesla, whose shares were
down more than 4% Monday,
didn't respond to a request to

Please turn fo page A8

# Heard on the Street: Tesla
can't remain on autopilot... B12

with exposed strands of hair
were covered in fresh white
paint. Stores were shit across
the city.

Om video footage shared
over social media, chuckling
Taliban fighters sauntered
around the parliament build-
ing on the city's outskirts.

Rozina, an Afghan-Canadian
woman visiting Kabul with her
Afghan hushand, said Taliban
fighters came to their hotel
Monday morning while she
was in a back garden. Fright-
ened, she ran upstairs to her

U.S. Expected
To Call for
Covid-19

Boosters

By AnnrEw RESTUCCIA
AnND SAERRINA SIDDIGUL

WASHINGTON—The Biden
administration is expected to
announce that Americans who
have been fully waccinated
against Covid-19 should re-
ceive a booster shot to ensure
continued protection, accord-
ing to people familiar with the
discussions,

The booster shot would be
administered eight months after
the second shot of the vaccine
was received, the people said.

Senior Biden administration
health and medical officials
have been discussing the pos-
sibility of calling for booster
shots for weeks and are near-
ing agreement on the issue,
said the people, who added
that a final decision hasn’t
been made. A formal an-

Please furn to page A2

room. Minutes later, Taliban
fighters came inside with the
hotel manager, who persuaded
her to come out of the bath-
room where she had hidden,
Three armed militants rum-
maged through Rozina's purse
and Inggage, checked her pass-
port and asked guestions
about her relationship with
her husband, she said. They
demanded to see their mar-
riage certificate. Her husband
protested, saving that devout
Muslims wouldn't invade his
wife’s privacy. They slapped

across the face and hit
in the back with their
weapons, she said.

Omce the fighters left, Ro-
zina and her husband fled the
hotel. “1 was afraid that they
would take my husband or
that they were going to take
me away,” she said.

The Taliban appeared to re-
frain from immediate mass de-
rentions or violence in Kabul,
but their behavior in recent
weeks suggests they will seek
revenge on at least some of
Please furn to page AG
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Chaos engulfs Kabul airport
amid panic to flee Taliban rule

e Atleast five people reported
killed in desperation to escape

AMY KATMIN — HEW DELHI
HAIHEH BOTDRGMEHR — TEHRAN
KATRIMA MANESON — WASHINCTOM

Eabuls imternational airport was over-
run yesterday by Afghans desperate to
escape Tallban rule, leading to several
deaths, after the Iskamist militants took
ower Afghamnistan’s capltal.

U forces at the Famid Karzal inter-
national airport had responded to
“hostile threats that resulted in the
death of two armed individuals™, John
Kirby, a Pentagon spokesman, said.

A forefgn official monitoring evacoea-
tion flights from the city said that Us
marines had fired shots, while some
people fell to their deaths after clinging
to aircraft as they took off. At least five
peoplewere reported tohave died.

Images from the airport showed s
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Drug groups and health
chiefs lock horns on patents

Three months. after the LS backed
intellectual property rights walvers on
Coorvid-19 Jabs 1o pociner nations, the
effact of the mowve is shill contantious.
Drugmakers argue that walvers have
net led o more doses and that third
parties lack the knowhaow to produce
complex vacoines without help; while
advecaty groups say that the S has
not confronted those pharma groups”
hat are ‘ohstructing ghobal access fa
Iife-sawing vaccines®

Poor nations hurt » Pace &

helicopter gunships buzzing groups on
the runway to enable military planes
filled with U5 and foreign nationals to
take off.

“There is absolute chaos” the official
sald. “Only US military planes are tak-
ing off and landing. Afghans are cling-
Ing on to the tyres of the alrcraft that
are taking off. US marine hellcopters
are being used to clear the tarmac fast
before the take-off can be executed.”

The mayhem reflects the panbc
among many Afghans as they brace

Inside
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interpretation of sharia laws

themselves for life under Taliban rule,
Theshift came after Joe Biden, US pres-
ident, ordered the withdrawal of US
troaps and the Islamist group drove the
western-backed government of Ashraf
Ghani from power over the weekend.

Whien the Taliban ruled Afghanistan
from 1996 to 2001 it enforced a lteral-
st interpretation of Bslamic L, carmy-
ing out public executions, stoning
women dccused of adultery and cutting
off the hands of accused thieves. It was
driven from power by a Us-led imasion
after the terror attacks of 20:01.

The Taliban is seeking to reassure
that it has moderated its approach,
with Mullah Baradar, a Taliban leader,
urging his fighters to show “humility™
after thelr virtually bloodless selpure of
the city on Sunday. “We reached a

W™
victory that wasn't expected,” he said in
a video message from Qatar. “We
should show humility in front of Allah.
row, it's abaut howwe seTveand secare
our people and ensure their future and
goid 1ife to the best of our ability™

However, many Afghans, particu-
larly women, remain intensely anx-
fous. “The fear just sits inside your
chest like a black bird. It opens its wings
amd you can't breathe,” Muska Dasta-
geer, a political-sclence professor at the
American University of Alghanistan,
wrote on Twitter,

“The Taliban has not yet clarified
what they are going to do and what
their policies will be towards women
and schoals. There is an overwhelming
fear,” sabd & Kabul university professor.

A foreign official and some Kabul

US launches investigation into crashes
involving Tesla’s Autopilot technology

LAUREN FEDOR — WASHIRGTOM
RICHARD WATERE — SAM FRANCISCO
The U5 has launched an investigation
into crashes invalving Tesla's Autopilat
driverless-car technology, after being
repeatedly urged to do so by an inde-
pendent regulator that has acoused the
electric-car maker of using unproven
technology on public roads.

The Natlonal Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, part of the US Depart-
ment of Transportation, revealed yes-
terday that it had started a probe Into
crashes of Tesla's cars in incidents where
first-responder vehicles were present.
The crashes, which lad to 17 injuries
and one death, all involved vehicles that
had eitherthe cars” Autopilot or Traffic
Aware Cruise Control modes switched
on, and occurred at scenes that had
visibbe driver warning markers, such as

cones, the agency sald. The NHTSA said
it had identified 11 crashes dating back
to 2016 in which Tesla models had
“encountered flrst responder scenes
and subsequently struck one or more
vehicles mvohned with those scenes”,

The move signals an intensification of
the Investigations Into Teslas Awtopilot
software, which have been led by the
Independent Mational Transportation
Safety Board. Unlike that group, the
MHTSA has the power to force vehicle
recalls If it finds fault, as well as make
regulations for the entire sector.

The probe covers virtually all Tesla
wvehicles sold in the US In recent years,
S0 765,00 cars. The group’s shares
fell more than 4 per centafter the news.

The federal investigation follows
fierce criticism of regulators by the
MNTSE over what it claims has been a
“hands-off approach to oversight [that |

poses a potential risk to motorists and
other rosd users”.

Robert Sumwalt, NTSE chair, said this
year that Tesla had released a “beta ver-
sion” of its software for testing on public
roads with imited oversight.

Elon Musk, Tesla's chief executive,
has come under fire for his aggressive
marketing of Tesla'’s software and the
declslon to name it Autopilot, even
thowgh it ks only & so-called Level 2 drinv-
er-assistance system, far short of the full
Level 5, where a car candrive fself.

"NHTSA reminds the public that mo
commercially available motor vehicles
today are capable of driving them-
selves.” the agemcy sald yesterday.
“Every available vehicle requires a
human driver to be in contrel at all
times.”

Tesla did ot respand to a request for
ooamnment.
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o Fears for women under literal e New Islamist leaders call for
‘humility” after taking control

Afghans swarm around a Us

residents said that Taliban fighters,
some with lists of names, were going
door todoar looking for former govern-
mentofficials and journalists.

Biden's natbonal security adviser Jake
Sullivan sald In an Interview with NBC
MNews that it was “heartbreaking™ tosee
what was but that the presi-
dent “had to make the best possible
chaice he could and he stands by that
deciston”, John Bolton, former national
security adwviser to Donakd Tromp, sabd
theimage of Alghans struggling 1o hang
on to US planes as they took off would
become “the iconic picture of the
Trump-Biden withdrawal from
Afghanistan™
Additional reporting by Sebastian Rayne
and Helen Warrell in London, and Lauren
Fiechor aavd Afmvee Wilimms in Wasiington,

= Cobham takeover of Ultra
sparks UK security fears
Ultra s to be the latest British
enginecring specialist to fall inta
foreign ownership after It backed
2 £2.6bn takeover from US buyout
firm-owned Cobham, fuelling
fiears over the hollowing-out of
Eritain's defence sector.— pace s

= Hichilema wins in Zambia
Haleaind e Hichilema hasbeen
elected president of Zamibia,
Adrica’s second-largest copper
producer, ina sweeplng winover
Incumbent Edgar Lungli.— PAGE &

= BHP cyes oil and gas exit
BHF Is In talks over a merger of its
petroleum unit with Australia’s
‘Wondslde, which would mark the
exit of the biggest miner from ol
and gas.— FAGE & LEX, PRGE

= BlackRock urges rethink
The imvestment group's think-
‘tank said that China should not be
seen as anemerging market and
urged investors toloost e

by as much asthree times.— Paces

» Glencore bacles batteries
The miner has bought into
Eritishvalt, a UK start-up behind
plans for a battery “glgafactory™
aimied at equipping the car sector
for an electric future.— pase s

= Hyatt buys resorts group
The LS hotel group has agreed to
buy private equity-backed resorts
aperator Apple Leisure, which
s the Zodtry and Sunscape
resort brands, for §2.7bn.— pase s
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Repatriations to Afghanistan
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FACING AFGHAN CHAQOS, BIDEN DEFENDS EXIT

MlA ASSOCIATED

Afghans ran alongside a ULS. military plane on Monday. President Biden vowed to rescue thousands who had helped Americans, but the fates of many were uncertain.

Racing to Get Out as Desperation and Fear Set In

By CARLOTTA GALL
and RUHULLAH KHAPALWAK

ISTANBUL — Thousands of
desperate Afghans trying to es-
cape the Taliban takeower
swarmed Kabuls main interna-
tional airport on Monday, rushing
the boarding gates, mobbing the
runways, clambering atop the
wings of jets and even trying to
eling to the fuselage of departing
American military planes,

At least half a dozen Afghans
were killed in the chaos, some fall-
ing from the skies as they lost
their grasp, and at least two were
shot by American soldiers trying
to contain the surging erowds.

The images evoked America’s
frantic departure from Vietnam,
encapsulating Afghanistan’s
breathtaking collapse in the wake
of American abandonment.

As American troops sought m
manage the exodus, s
traffic control to priorit
tary flighis evacuating Western
citizens and flying Apache heli-
copters low over the crowds to
clear the runway, Taliban fighters
capped a swift and devastating
lunge for power, posing for an
iconic photo behind the ornate
presidential desk in the presiden-
tial palace hours after President
Ashraf Ghani had fled the country.

In a wvideo broadcast on Al
Jazeera, the head of the Afghan

ATEMCE FRAMCE-PRESSE

An American soldier ordering an Afghan man to mowve at Hamid
Karzai International Airport, where hundreds lined the runway.,

presidential guard shook hands
with a Taliban commander. “1 say
welcome to them, and I congratu-
late them,” the official said.
Taliban fighters spread out
across the streets of the capital on
Monday, riding motorbikes and
driving police  wvehicles and
Humvees seized from the govern-
ment  security forces. Armed
fighters occupied the Parliament,
some visited the homes of govern-

ment officials, confiscating pos-
sessions and wehicles, while oth-
ers made a show of directing teaf-
fic.

Taliban  officials  promised
salety o civilians and urged them
o stay, but the mobs at the Hamid
Karzai International Airport re-
wealed the depths of panic and de-
spair of Alghans who feared repri-
sal killings and a return to the Tal-

Continued on Page A6

A Soviet Echo
As Forces Flee
Over a Bridge

By ANDREW E. KRAMER

DUSHANBE, Tajikistan The
bridge has an eerily Orwellian
name — the Friendship Bridge —
and a storied history in Afghani-
stan’s wars,

And again this week, the bridge,
which spans the Amu Darya Rivel
between Afghanistan and Uzbeki-
stan, provided a backdrop for a
watershed moment in the fight-
ing. In a chaotic retreat from the
city of Mazar-i-Sharif, pro-govern-
ment soldiers streamed onto the
crossing, seeking safety on the op-
pasite bank.

The scene on Thursday mir-
rored an iconic moment 32 years
ago at the end of the failed Soviet
war in Afghanistan, when the
bridge provided the final exit
route out of the country for the de-
Feated Soviet Army.

Then, red flags fixed 1o the ar-
mored vehicles Napped ina winter
wind as the departing Soviet
troops drove and marched across
the bridge on Feb. 15, 1989, That
was meant to signal an organized,
dignified exit for the superpower's
army after a decade of occupation

Continued on Page A0

For Veterans,
Pain, Anguish
Aﬂd Sﬂl" TOws

By DAVE PHILIPPS

On Javier Mackey's secomd de-
ployment to Afghanistan, one of
his friends was shot in an ambush
and bled to death in his arm=. He
saw high-ranking Afghan officers
selling off equipment for personal
gain and Afghan troops running
away during firefights. Amnd e
started wondering what e
United States could really achieve
by sending thousands of troops to
adistant land that seemed to have
never known peace. That was in
2008.

Mr. Mackey, an Army Spes
Forces soldier, deployed there
more times, was shot twice. and,
he sald, grew more cynical on
each trip, until he decided the only
sensible thing for the United
States to do was cut its losses and
leave.

Even so, seeing the swift and
chaotic collapse of the Afghan
government in recent days hit him
with the intensity of a bomb blast.

“It"s pain — p I thought I had
gotten used to,” said M Mackey,
who retired as a sergeant first
class in 20108 and now lives in Flor-
ida. “I sacrificed a lot, I saw death

Continued on Page A8

He Says U.S. Gave
Kabul’s Leaders
‘Every Tool’

By MICHAEL D. SHEAR
and DAVID E. SANGER

WASHINGTON — President
Biden offered a defiant defense on
Monday of his decision to with-
draw troops from Afghanistan,
blaming the swift collapse of the
Afghan government and chaotic
scenes at the Kabul airport on the
refusal of the country’s military te
stand and fight in the face of the
Taliban advance.

Speaking to the American peo-
ple from the East Room after re-
turning briefly to the White House
fromn Camp David, Mr. Biden said
fre had no regrets about his deci-
sion to end the longest war in
United States history., But he la-
mented that two decades of sup-
port failed to turm the Afghan mili-
tary into a force capable of secur-
ing its own country.

"We gave them every tool they
ecould need. We paid their salaries_
Provided for the maintenance of
their airplanes,” Mr. Biden said.
“We gave them every chance o
determine their own future, What
we could not provide was the will
o fight for that future.”

Mr. Biden acknowledged that
the Taliban victory had come
much faster than the United
States had expected and that the
withdrawal was “hard and
messy" As the fourth president to
preside over the war in Afghani-
stan, though, he said that “the
buck stops with me."
tand squarely behind my de-
cision,” he said, adding that he
would not “shrink from my share
of responsibility for where we are
today”

He directed a guestion to critics
of the withdrawal, asking, “How
many more generations of Ameri-
ca's daughters and sons would
wou have me send to fight Afghans
— Afghanistan’s civil war, when
Afghan troops will not?”

Mr Biden spoke after dramatic
images showed a frantic scramble
o evacuate the American Embas-
sy in Kabul as Taliban fighters ad-
wvanced, drawing grim compar-
isons o America’s retreat from
Saigon at the end of the Vietnam
war. Footage of people clinging to
a hulking 1.5, military transport,
even as it keft the ground, guickly
circulated around the world.

But in his speech, Mr, Biden
spent far more time defending his
decision to depart from Afghani-
stan than the chaotic way it was
carried out.

The Taliban cemented their
control of Afghanistan on Monday,
with scenes of handoffs to insur-
gent fighters playing out across
the country and reports that the
Taliban were searching for people
they considered collaborators of

Continued on Page A5

A Longtime Lifeline in Haiti Now Lies in Ruins

By MARIA ABI-HABIE
and ANDRE PAULTRE

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti —
The houses collapsed, the hospi-
tals were damaged, the roads
buckled or tumed impassable.
But it was the earthquake®s de-
struction of churches across
Haiti's southern peninsula that
may prove the biggest gut punch
to the roughly 1.5 million people
affected.

For many Haitians, their only
source of aid throughout their
lives, in the absence of sStrong gov-
ernment institutions, has been the
church, a part of Haitis landseape
since the era of European colonial-
ism and slavery.

Many churches lay in ruins af-
ter the 7.2 magnitude earthquake
on  Saturday  morning beh
wrecked thousands of buildings

Gut Punch to Ravaged
Mation as Churches
Fall to Quake

and left entire towns and at least
one city without a church left
standing. On Monday, as heavy
rains threatened floeds and mud-
slides in the reglon, civil defense
officials raised the death toll to
more than 1,400 and said nearly
7000 people had been injured.

In the city of Les Caves, which
was particularly devastated by
the quake, clerics despaired even
as they sought to project hope and
resolve to rebuild,

“We are the only thing here”
said the Rew. Yves Joel Jacqueline,
44, who works at the cathedral in

Les Cayes with Haiti"s cardinal,
Bishop Chibly Langlois, who was
hurt in the guake. "There is no
support from the government”

The heavy concrete rooftops
and domes of churches across the
southern peninsula are now caved
in, tabernacles crooked or buried
under rubble, walls marbled with
deep cracks.

Every church seen by reporters
fromn The New York Times in a 15-
mile drive in and around Les
Cayes on Sunday was completely
destroved or severely damaged.
Thi athedral in the city of
Jeremie, an architectural land-
mark built more than a century
ago, was left in ruins.

The guake could not have come
at a worse time for Haiti, The Ca-
ribbean nation is still traumatized
over the unsolved July 7 assassi-
nation of President Jovenel Moise

Continued on Page All
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Marouchka Saint-Cyr in her home near a cathedral in Haiti that was destroved by a 2010 quake.
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Sign of Dry Future in West

A Colorado River reservoir has its first
water shortage, forcing supply cuts and
previewing challenges ahead. PAGE Al

Becoming the Un-Cuomo

Kathy Hochul, who is preparing to lead
MNew York, is seen as mild-mannered,
disarming and untested.

PAGE Al4
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Autopilot’s Flaws:

L5, auto safety regulators are opening
an investigation into a famous Tesla
feature after a series of crashes invaolv-
ing parked vehicles, PAGE Bl

Vaccines Exit Area in Need
Johnson & Johnson is exporting doses
bottled in South Africa, where shots are
scarce, to Europe. PAGE Bl

INTERNATIONAL A4-11

5 Losses, Then the Presidency
Hakainde Hichilema, & businessman
who had repeatedly vied for Zambida's
presidency. scored a solid win, PAGE All

Golfers Opt to Stroll, Not Roll
Recreational players are shunning carns
and enjoying the health benefits of
walking the course. “It's a beautiful
setting if you et it be” one said. PAGE BS

OBITUARIES AIG-1T

Thorn in a Gilded Paw

Michael Thomas's place in the moneyed
elite informed his financial thrillers,
which often savaged the rich and pow-

erful. He was 85. PAGE AIT
OPINION A1B-19
Thomas L. Friedman PAGE A19

Saving the Owens Pupfish

The species can swim wnder ice or in
waters warmer than 90 degrees, but can
it survive a warming Earth? PAGE D1

Eulogizing Barry the Owl
Michiko Kakutani says goodbye to an
occupant of Central Park who had a
people-friendly personality.

PAGE D8

When the English Premier League

kicked off last weekend, fans of Totten-
ham Hotspur had a new attraction to
visit: a gallery dedicated to works
inspired by the game of soccer, PAGE C5

A Back Story in Doubt
Christopher Massimine, who has been a
theater executive in Mew York and
Utah, faces questions about errors on
his résumeé and a phony award. PAGE C1
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PEOPLE surround or climb atop a plane Monday at the international airport in Kabul, Afghanistan, after the
stunningly swift end to a 20-year war included thousands of desperate Afghans flooding the tarmac.

Hoping
to drive
a boom
in clean
energy

California is test case
for Biden’s efforts, but
his push carries risks.

By SammMmy ROTH
AND CHRIS MEGERLAN

HEETTLEMAN CITY,
Calif. — The steel beams cut
across the brown dirt like
scaffolding baking under the
Central Valley sun when the
workers pulled up.

One maneuvered a trac-
tor towing a trailer stacked
with solar panels, while an-
other handed down the pan-
els to eight other laborers.
‘They carefully arranged the
gleaming photovoltaics and
tilted them toward the sun.
Two more workers fastened
the panels to steel beams
with pneumatic guns.

The crew was one of
many spread across former
farmland on a recent after-
noon in Kings County, where
Westlands Solar Park is
shaping up to be one of the
world's largest renewable-
energy facilities.

If President Biden suc-
cessfully pushes his climate
change plans through Con-
gress, he's hoping for a lot
more jobs like these — good-
paying, blue-collar union
Jobs, But it’s not a sure bet,
and the transition away
from fossil fuels could cause
upheaval for some workers
even as it produces new op-
portunity for others.

That's because solar
flelds and wind turbines re-
quire fewer people to op-
erate than natural gas
plants and oil refineries, Not
as many employe are
needed to help electric cars
roll down an assembly line.
And when new clean-energy
jobs are created, some could
be in less-lucrative lines of
work. such as installing
rooftop solar panels or
weatherizing homes to in-
crease energy efficlency.

“When the labor market
doees its thing, we produce
tremendous wage inequality
and tremendous growth in
low-wage jobs said Carol
Zabin, who directs the
CGireen Economy Program at
UC Berkeley's Labor Center.

Biden administration of-

[See Energy, A0]

A U.S. SOLDIER points his gun at an Afghan man who was among the throngs
at the airport who were attempting to flee the country after the Taliban talteowver.

latimes.com

Biden defends
pullout from

President says there
was no good time to
leave, but he blames
leaders “who gave up
and fled the country.”

By ELI STOKOLS

WASHINGTON — Fresi-
dent Biden, facing the big-
gest political crisis of his
term, defended the chaotic
withdrawal of U.S. forces
from Afghanistan amid the
rapid collapse of the coun-
try’s government, taking re-
sponsibility for ending the
20-year war but deflecting
blame for the “hard and
messy” ewvents of recent
days.

“1 am president of the
United States of America,
and the buck stops with rme,”
Biden said in a speech from
the White House on Monday
afternoon. *T'm deeply sad-
dened by the facts we now
face. But I do not regret my
declsn:hn to end America’s
war n Afghanistan.”

“-11.11e Biden claimed he
had “planned for every con-
tingency.” he acknowledged
that the Taliban's march
into Kabul “did unfold more
than we antici-

The insurgent.
group’s success in taking
over Afghanistan in just a
few weeks, he argued, val-
idated his decision to end
America’s two-decade pres-
ence in the country.

“American troops cannot

In U.S., fear for
those left behind
Pentagon says it plans to
evacuate 22,000 at risk in
Afghanistan, but details
remain murky. WoORLD, A5

LL.ong waits on first day at LAUSD

Screening is slow, but some are thrilled just to be back

By HowarD BLuME,
MeLissa GoMER
AND COLLEEN SHALBY

Hundreds of thousands
of Los Angeles-area stu-
dents started school Mon-
day, a massive return to
in-person education that
was marked by pandemic-
driven anxiety. a sense of
excitement and early-morn-
ing frrustration over the fal
ure of the district’s health
screening  system, which
caused long waits to enter
campuses.

The scenes from the na-
tion's second-largest school
district included the famil-
iar: Yellow buses hit the
street on L500 routes: the
youngest children and their
parents exchanged tearful
hugs and goodbyes; friends
enjoyed happy reunions;
teachers fell the jitters of
standing before students
after the long absence

The morming also re-
wvealed signs of the times:
masked students, weekly co-
ronavirus testing. back-
packs filled with hand wipes
and sanitizer — and an on-
line daily health screening
that collapsed at the mo-
ment it was needed most.

Lines ofanxious students
and parents formed down
sidewalks and around cor-
ners as they waited up to an
hour to access CcAampuses
after the Daily Pass health
screening system failed to

[ Ses School, AT]

AL SEIR Los Angeles Times

STUDENTS AND PARENTS wait Monday to enter Normont Elementary

School as a computerized health sereening sy

tem collapsed under high volume.

Delta surge may be slowing

Experts are optimistic over

By Lurkse MoNEY
AND RONG-GoNG Lin IT

California enters a criti-
cal phaseinits battle against
the Delta variant this week
— the reopening of schools
— with some hopeful signs:
The number of people being
infected and falling seriously

llwith COVID-19 is no longer
accelerating at dramatic
rates and even beginning to
Matten in some areas.

Many experts are opti-
mistic over the progress, but
some officials stressed it's
too early to know definitively
whether the surge caused by
the highly contagious strain
is peaking.

ncw numbers

California is now report-
ing about 1,800 new oco-
ronavirus cases a day over
the last week, up o froan the
previous week, according to
a Los Angeles Times analy-
sis. That’s a far slower pace
ofincrease than in the previ-
ous week, when there was a
30% jump in daily cases, and

[See Surge, A7]

U.S. declares shortage of
water at Colorado River
Lewels have fallen to record lows
at Lake Mead, the river's largest
reservoir. [t could trigger cuts for
some Arizona farmers. NATION. A8

Recall candidates vow
to roll back COVID rules

Republicans hoping to replace
Gow. Gavin Newsom say they
would rescind his vaccination and
mask mandates. cCALIFORNIA, B1

Bauer’s accuser testifies

on alleged sexual assault

Woman secking restraining order
1 felt like my soul left gy

as Dodgers pitcher punched

her while having sex. SPORTS. B10

Weather
Low clouds and fog.
L.A. Basin: 85/60. B8

||I| '00200

— and should not — be fight-
ing in a war. and dying in a
war, that the Afghans are
not willing to fight for them-
selves,” Biden said. “We gave
them every chance to deter-
mine their own future. What
we could not provide them
was the will to fight for that
future.”

Biden was far more force-
ful in explaining his ration-
ale for bringing U.S. troops
home than in addressing the
poorly executed departure,
blaming Afghanistan’s polit-
ical leaders who “gave up
and Med the country.™

The president, deter-
mined to restore America’s
wvalues-based leadership on
the world stage, asserted
that “human rights must be
the center” of U.S. foreign

[See Afghanistan, A4]

Clinging
to a U.S.
plane,
trying to
escape

Deadly chaos ensues
at Kabul’s airport as
desperate hordes
struggle to get away
from the Taliban

By Marcus ¥am
AND Lavka KING

KABUL. Afghanistan —
Wrenching scenes unfolded
Monday at Kabul's airport
as thousands of Afghans
desperate to Nee their Tali-
ban-conguered homeland
clambered over barriers and
thronged the tarmac. with
some even clinging to the
side of a U.S. military trans-
port plane before falling
away. At least seven people
were reported to have died in
the chaos.

The American military
has taken control of the
evacuation of diplomatic
staffl and allies, which has
turned into a harrowing cap-
stone on the two-decade
U.S. military mission. But
the deadly tumult left the
airlift effort in crisis. All
flights. civilian and military,
had been suspended until
the runway was secured, but
Pentagon spokesman John
Kirby said later that airport
operations had resurmed.

Seven people were killed
in the airport wicinity, the
Associated Press reported,
and Kirby confirmed that
two “armed Afghans" were
killed by U.S. forces. The Tal-
iban controls all land cross-
ings out of the country, and
for now, the capital's airport
is the only evacuation route.

he  horrific  airport
images — videos of men run-
ning alongside the taxiing
C-17 Air Force plane and
scrambling to grab its exte-
rior. and subsequently at
least two falling bodies vis-
ible after the craft was air-
borne — drew shock and dis-
may from around the world.
President Biden called the
images “gut-wrenching™ but
said he stood by his decision
to withdraw American
troops from Afghanistan

The U.S. failure to leave in
place a stable government
and a dependable Afghan
military was evident a day
after the Taliban assumed
control of the capital and
President Ashraf Ghand fled
the country. Most people in
the capital cowered in their
homes, stayving out of sight.
In the early morning, nor-
mally traffic-choked streets
were eerily empty as Taliban
fighters. many clad in san-

[See Ajrport, A4d]

BUSINESS INSIDE:

U.S. investigates a rash of Tesla crashes into emergency vehicles. A8



Prices. may vy I8 73S GUTSE METOpORE WSS

@he MWashing

ton Post

B WL vE vE wa

T-storm 86/ 75 » Tomorrow: T-storm 85775 Bs

Democracy Dies in Darkness

TUESDAY, AUGUST 17, 2021 - $2

Haiti braces
for storm
on heels of
earthquake

Heavy rain could cause
floods, threatening
victims and aid workers

BY INGRID ARNESEN,
Mary BETH SHERIDAN
AND WiDLORE MERANCOURT

PORT-AU-PRINCE, HAITI — Hes-
cue workers and doctors with
little equipment worked feverish-
Iy Monday to save victims of the
massive earthquake in south-
western Haiti as a powerful storm
threatened to unleash flooding
and further snarl aid efforts.

Heavy rains started dousing
the country on Monday after-
noon, creating yet another crisis
for exhausted, newly homeless
people who needed shelter. Offi-
cials estimated that Tropical De-
pression Grace would dump five
to 10 inches of rain on the region
by Tuesday. The LS. MNational
Hurricane Center warned that
G while downgraded from a
tropical storm, could still cause
flash flooding and mudslides in
Haiti and the Dominican Repub-
lie.

“We're pleading for help”
Marie-Helene L'Esperance, may-
or of the harbor town of Pestel,
told Haiti's Pacific Radio, “Every
house was destroyed, there's no-
where to live, we need shelters,
medical help and especially wa-
ter. We've had nothing for three
days, and injured victims are
starting to die”

She said the prospect of heavy
rain had “spread fear through
residents who had nothing left
but to pray”™

The 7.2-magnitude earthquake

SER BA oM A6

Shortages
upend plans
for returning
to classrooms

BV ArHA BHATTARAT

Bus drivers are in such short
supply that EastSide Charter
School in Wi ngton, Del, is
offering parents $700 to drop off
and pick up their children for the
school year. Pittsburgh Public
Schowols, which needs more than
400 drivers, is delaying the re-
turn to classrooms by two weeks.

Amd in Montgomery County,
Maryland's largest district,
Montgomery County Public
Schools is being walloped on
both ends: by delayed deliveries
of new buses becanse of a lack of
computer chips for the buses’
air-conditioning systems and a
shortage of people to drive the
buses.

For months, the economy has
been rattled by labor shortages
and supply chain shocks slowing
the delivery of goods around the
world. As schools reopen under
the shadow of a worsening coro-
navirus pandemic, they are being
squeezed by both — facing short-

SEE SCHOOLS ON A4

Desperate Afghans try

ABOVE: Hundreds of people run alongside a U.S. Alr Foree transport plane as it prepares to take off at Hamid Karzal International
Alrport in Kabul. Some climbed onto the side of the Jet and tried to hang on as it became alrborne. BELOW: Women and children make
their way to the alrport, hoping to leave the country. The Taliban stayed away from the alrport, where U.S. troops were in charge.

Chaos undercuts
president’s vows
of a steady hand

BY Marr Viser

Joe Biden presented voters
with a core argument why he,
maore than anyone else, was the
best choice to replace the wildly
unorthodox Donald Tromp: He
would bring competence.

Biden said that as president he
would restore calm order to the
vast federal bureaucracy., He
wvowed to reaffirm America's place
in the world. He touted how he
knew world leaders, how his deep
foreign policy expertise would
lend itselfwell to the world stage,
making things right and helping
b cOTrect PAst WIDTES.

But over the past few days, the
images from Afghanistan have
put on vivid display an inability to
plan, an underestimation of a for-
eign adversary, an ineffective ef-
fort to scramble and make up forit
— and, as Biden demonstrated in
a brief address Monday, an at-
tempt to deflect full responsibili-
v
¢ Biden conceded that his ad-
ministration was caught off guard
by the Taliban's rapid takeover of
Afghanistan and the ensuing cha-
‘05, and he declared that “the buck
stops with me” yet he used his
remarks to cast blame in multiple
directions for the bungled 118,
withdrawal.

He claimed that he had to abide
by agreements made by Trump,
He said Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani failed to live up to several
commitments he made in July. He
blamed Afghan forces for not
fighting harder against the Tali-
ban, recounting how much money

SEE BIDEN ON A19

RELITERS:

In final days, snapshots of a failure decades in the making

BY GREG JAFFE
ano Grec MiLLEr

Two indelible, humiliating im-
ages are certain to endure from
the final days of the Afghan war.

The first came in the White
House on July 8 when President
EBiden was asked if the ULS, depar-
ture from Afg stan carried
echoes of Vietnam. “None what-
soever. Zero,” he replied, testily.
“There’s going to be no circum-
stance where you see people be-
ing lifted off the roof of an embas-

The other is an image just as
searing as those from the fall of

Saigon: Desperate Afghans cling-
ing to the wheel wells of a C-17
LS. Air Force cargo jet as it taxis
for takeoff at Kabul's internation-
al airport.

Together, the two moments
embody a malady that has infect-
ed the war from its carliest days
and helps to explain the cata-
stropl collapse of the Afghan
government and its military. Sen-
ior UL5. officials in Washington
and Kabul have continually failed
to appreciate how difficult the
mission would be, how badly it
was going and how little they had
achieved.

SEE COLLAPSE ON ALG

Military's long-held doubts
LLE. officers suspectad Afghan
forces couldn't stand on own. A1S

Agonizing decisions
LLS. and other nations face stark
chaoices in evacuation rush. A17

Biden addresses the nation
President stands by withdrawal,
despite swift collapse. A18

‘This has broken everyone”
D.C."s Afghan community fears for
safaly of stranded relatives. BL

Flawed parallel of Kabul, Saigon
Images are similar yot disparate,
Philip Kennicotl wriltes. C1

o flee

KABUL IS TENSE AS
TALIBAN PATROLS

Facing criticism, Biden
forcefully defends exit

By Kanex DeYouna,
Dan Lasorne
AND SusANNAN GEORGE

Horrifving scenes of desperate
Afghans, lunging for the wheels ofa
T8, military aircraft as it taxied for
takeoff from Kabul airport Mon-
day, were juxtaposed with an eerie
tension in much of the rest of Af-
ghanistan’s capital, where many
huddled behind closed doors as
Taliban militants patrolled the
strests.

In Washington, President Biden
called the scenes “gut-wrenching.”
Human remains were discovered
in the wheel well of one of the
military planes after it landed in a
third country, according to several
people familiar with the sitnation,
who spoke on the condition of ano-
nymity because they were not an-
thorized to discuss the matber:

Speaking in an address from the
White House, Biden defended in
foreeful tones his order in April to
begin a full withdrawal of TS,
troops from Afghanistan.

“I stand squarely behind my de-
cision,” Biden declared, saying that
after 20 years of combat in Afghani-
stan, “I've leamned the hard way
that there was never a good time to
withdraw ULS. forces™ The result,
he said. would have been the same

SEE AFGHANISTAN ON AlZ

Scenes of deadly
tumult unfold at
airport in capital

BY SUusaAnNNAN GEORGE,
Apam Tavior,
Dax LAMOTHE

anp Jennirer Hassan

EABUL — The first full day of
Taliban rle in Kabul on Monday
=aw a mad rush by thousands of
Afghans on the city’s internation-
al airport, in a frantic, last-ditch
effort to flee the country.

Hundreds of people ran along-
side the wheels of a ULS. military
aircraft as it attempted to take off
Monday. Others climbed up the
sides of the plane as it edged
forward, engines roaring.

Some kept hold of the under-
carriage even as the aircraft rose,
and at least one person appeared
to fall from a height. One local

news agency published
images of a body that apparently
landed on a Kabul rooftop.

At least seven people at the
airport were confirmed dead, the
Associated Press reporbed.

The dire scenes illostrated the
level of fear sweeping some parts
of Afghanistan after the Taliban
takeover on the heels of the LLS.
military withdrawal — a policy
decision critics described as the
hasty abandonment of a country
to which American officials once
pledged  unflinching  comumit-
ment.

“What has happened to us?
Have we turned into animals?
=aid one man at the airport as he
watched people elbow and kick
oneanother on a narrow staircase
trying to get a seat on a plane that
would take them abroad,

Like others in this report, the

SEE AIRPORT ON ALS
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THE NATION

Federal officials have
declared a first-cver wa-
ter shortage on the Col-
orado River, triggering
cuts next year for some
in Western states. A2
Alack of paid sick leave
is playing a role in de-
terring low-wage work-
ers from taking time off
to get vaccinated, ac-
cording to surveys and
policy experts. A3

THE WORLD

Many Brazilians have
tuned out their presi-
dent’s coronavirus vac-
cination stance and poar-
sued the shots, A7
With pressures from

the pandemic and wors-
ening U.5.-China rela-
tions, many Chinese stu-
dents are choosing not
to receive a U.S. educa-
tion despite preparing
for years to do so. AR

In Peru, another politi-
cal meltdown looms as
the presidency of Pedro
Castillo gets off to a cha-
otic start. A8

THE ECONOMY
Nearly 1in 3 U5,
workers under 40 have
thought about changing
their occupation or field
of work during the pan-
demic, a Washington
Post-Schar School sur-
wey found. A9

U.S. safety regulators.
are investigating Tesla's
driver-assistance sys-
tem after crashes involv-
ing parked emergen
vehicles while Autopilot
was engaged. A10

THE REGION
Health-care workers
in D.C. must receive at
least their first dose of a
coronavirs vaccine by

D.C. is divided on what
to do about the increas-
ing number of chroni-
eally homeless peaple
living in tents. Bl

DuC. Public Schools
probably tested just 4
percent of students in its
random asymptomatic
testing program in the

spring, short of city and
federal suggestions, a

INSIDE

ity audit found. Bl
A former manager at
the law firm Morrison &
Foerster was sentenced
to three years in prison
after spending
$425,000 of the firm's
maney to buy designer
clothing, electronics and
scented candles. B3
The Washington Mon-
ument is expected to re-
main closed Tuesday af-
ter a weekend lightning
strike damaged the elee-
trical system. Ba
Body-camera video
from a D.C. police offi-
cer who was seen re-
peatedly punching a
rman in the face during
an arrest will be re-
leased, officials said. Bs

HEALTH & SCIENCE
Youthful advice
Parents offer their
Perspectives on raising a
child with cystic fibrosis
and talking to the young
about death, Plus a look
at food allergies and
heading off to college. E1
STYLE

Happy at home

For Some summer
interns, not baing in an
office is also a perk, €1
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FGTS quer
repassar 96%
doslucrosa
trabalhador

O governo gquer distribu-
ir aos trabalhadores 96%
dos lucros do FGTS (Fun-
do de Garantia por Tempo
de Servigo) este ano. Isso
representaria aproxima-
damente R$ 8,12 bilhdes.

Se aprovado pelo Con-
selho Curador 50 Fundo,
0 repasse serd bem mai-
or gue o do ano passado,
quando ficou em 66,3%,
equivalentes a R% 7,9 bi-
hdes. mercado a1s

Total da populacio
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Apos sismo, Haiti
aguarda chuvas

e debate ajuda
Aguardando a tempestade
tropical Grace apds o terre-
Tl fa] quemamu14_19 pes-
soas ¢ feriu 6.900, os hai-
tianos se debrugam ain-
da sobre a preccupacao
com 0 papel e a efetivida-
de que terd mais uma ro-
dada de ajuda humanitiria
internacional. Munde A4
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Fantasia desfeita

Acercade Biden evoltado
Taleban ao poder afegio.
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Biden se exime de triunfo do
Taleban; afegaos vivem caos

Diante de morte e desespero no Afeganistéo, presidente dos EUA defende retirada de soldados

Diante das cenas de desespe-
ro em Cabul, tomada na vés-
pera pelo grupo fundamen-
talista islamico Taleban, o
presidente dos EUA, Joe Bi-
den, defendeu em discurso
adecisao de retirar seus mi-
litares do Afeganistio apos
quase 20anos de combates.

No pronunciamento, o de-
mocrata aludiu ao insuces-
soamericanc no Vietna, ten-
tando se distanciar, e afir
Mol NAC estar nos interesses
de seguranca dos EUA con-
tinuar no pais asiitico. Ele
atribuiu a lideres afegios de-
postos o fiasco da operacao.

“Quantas geraches mais
teriamos de enviar para la?
Nao vou repetir erros do pas-
sado, de lutar em guerras
sem fim que ndo tém a ver
com 05 interesses dos EUAS,
disse sobrea campanha que
consumiu, desde outubro de
2001, mais de US$ 1 trilhdo,

Afegaos tentam embarcar em aviao comercial (primeira imagem) e em aeronave militar ame-
ricana, na capital, Cabul; agarradas ao casco, algumas pessoas cairam depois da decolagem

Horas antes, videos da re-
tirada americana de Cabul
mostraram uma multidio
tentando embarcar nas aero-
naves na pista, inclusive em
avides militares dos EUA que
estavam jd em movimento.
Agarrados ao casco, alguns
cairam apoés a decolagem.

PGR abre
investigacao
sobre live

do presidente

0 procurador-geral da
Repiiblica, Augusto Aras,
abriuinvestigacao prelimi-
nar para apurar se o uso
deuma TV publica por ja-
ir Bolsonaro para transmi-
tir a live em que atacou o
sistema eleitoral foi crime.

A acdo atende a pedido
da ministra Cidrmen Liicia,
do STE. Diante da erosiao
da relagio entre Judicidrio
e Executivo, ministros ten-
tam convencer o presiden-
e abaixar o tom. Poderas

TSE proibe redes
de remunerar
perfis de fake news
A Justica Eleitoral deter-
minou as redes sociais que
deixem de repassar dinhei-
ro a paginas investigadas
por disseminar fake news.
A decisiio segue pedido da
Policia Federal, que inves-
tiga as acusagies sem pro-
vas sobre fraudes em ur
nas eletrdnicas. Poderar

Em contatos diplomiticos,
China e Rissia indicaram aos
EUA que pretendem manter
relagdes com o regime doTa-
leban. muondo anle sz

Destino de cacas da
Embraer afegios é incerto
sob regime de radicais a3

Augusto Aras
Procurador-geral
nao pode tudo

Temos de nos apegar ao
cuidado. O Brasil vive um
momento onde todas as
cordas estio esticadas. E
cabe a nds, do Ministério
Priblico, puiar-nos sempre
contra o excesso de ati-
vismo para evitar injusti-
casirmeversiveis. opinitoas

MONICA BERGAMO
Audio fez Sergio
Reis passar mal,

a esposa
Thastrada C2

Duda Mendongca,
marqueteiro de
Lula, morre aos 77

O publicitario Duda Men-
donga, remanescente da
era de apogeu dos mar-
queteiros politicos, mor-
reuontem aos 77. Ele ficou
conhecido por comandar
campanhas eleitorais co-
mo a que levou Lula a seu
primeiro mandato presi-
dencial, emzoc2. Poderalo

Doria anuncia que Interlagos
tera lotacao completa para a F1

Em entrevista com provocagio a Jair Bolsonaro, Jodao Do-
ria (PSDB) anunciou gue a etapa paulista da F1, em novemn-
bro, terd autddromo de Interlagos cheio e disse que esta-
dios retormardao com torcedores no mesmo mes. Esporte B9

Ruas estreitas e preconceito
afetam mobilidade na favela :.

Hustrada C5

Bob Dylan & acusado
de cometer abuso
sexual contra garota
de 12 anos em 1965

IHustrada C1

Falta de lei nacional
nos EUA sobre passe
de vacina paraira
shows gera debate

Comida CS8
Prato tipico do
inverno, cozido
varia conforme
o pais de origem
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Descubra como a arte serd

ainda mais fundamental no
pés-pandemia.
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PRESIDENTIEL
Montebourg

se lancera le
4 septembre pace7
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Macron promet de lutter contre
les flux migratoires clandestins

Dans une allocution té ce de Paris en faveur des Les dirigeants talibans di gueur slamiste. Des té
léviste, le chef de 'Frtata  auxiliaires afghans de sent avoir évolué. ls pro maoins font état de viola
tenu lundi soir 4 clarifier 'armee frang | 1 mettent que les jeunes  tions des droits de 'hom
la position de la France aussi tenu a rassurer les filles pourront étudier ¢t me  loin  des caméras
aprés |"arrivée des tali- Francais contre de possi- les femmes 1 iller sous  internationales et des ga-
bans 4 Kaboul. I1 a rap bles « flux migratoires ir condition, Mais les Af- ranties politiques donnees
pelé le devoir d’assistan réguliers ». PAGE4 ghans anticipent la ri delétranger. PAGES2ET3

Dans les provinces,
les exactions ont repris

Les réfugiés afghans
affluent vers la Turquie

A la frontiére turco-ira troles, les candidats a
nienne, on compte depuis  'exil continuent d'étre
le début de I'année entre  pousses par le désespoir
S00 et 2000 arrivées par et leur peur des talibans,
jour de réfugies afghans. Notre envoyée spéciale a
Ankara a beau ériger un  recueilli leurs témoigna
mur et renforcer ses con-  ges. PAGES4ETS
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feminin ? pace o
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La France doit-elle

accueillir les ressortissants

= afghans qui lont aidée
i pendant la guerre?
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som ¢ il se peut bien que la guerre
d’Afghanistan ait ét€ impossible a
gagner. (Jue «rester wn an ou cing
ans de plus=» dans ce pays «fos
soveur d’empires » n'elt au final rien changé,
Que I'Amérigue n'ait pas vocation & soutenir
indéfiniment un Etat incapable de se prendre
en main. Qu'un départ plus ou moins sans
gloire ait toujours été inscrit au bout de
'aventure, dés lors que G. W. Bush n'avait
pas voulu se contenter d'une expédition pu
nitive contre les protecteurs de Ben Laden. ..
1l n"empéche : vingt ans aprés le cataclysme
du 11 Septembre, le président des Etats-Unis
va deveir assumer l'image dévastatrice du
drapeau taliban jetant son ombre sur I'am-
bassade américaine au coeur de Kaboul, A ce
symbole de capitulation s’ajoutent déja les
scenes d'un «Salzon sous stéroldes » - éva
cuation chaotique, documents brileés a la
hate, armes saisies par 'ennemi -, «la pire
hurmiliotion »» depuis la chute de la capitale
sud-vietnamienne en 1975,
Cette débicle était parfaitement évitable. Elle
ne scelle pas la fin d'une occupation brutale
contre laquelle le peuple afghan se serait sou-

plus peur des « libérateurs » que des envahis-
Seurs, comme en témoignent ceux qui s'ac

crochent a la carlingue des avions an decolla-
ge. Joe Biden aurait pu baliser le retrait de
conditions politiques et de préparatifs logisti-
ques. [l a présumé de sa puissance en décré

tant la fin de la guerre : la guerre continue,

o il s"en lave les mains.
La débacle

L'Amérique aban-

donne I"Afghanistan

de Kaboul au régne de talibans
e’tait a la fois plus « raffi

" nés s el plus aguerris

parfaitement (merci  arsenal

evitable ameéricain) qu'il v a

vingt ans. On verra
si leurs chefs ont compris, comme ils le pré-
tendent, qu'il v a des limites an martyre que
peut supporter un peuple et au mépris dans
lequel on peut tenir le reste du monde. Les
Oceidentaux sont en premiére ligne : désastre
humanitaire, exode de réfugiés, sanctuaire
pour les terroristes slamistes... Que le pire se
réalise ou pas, la fuite d*Afghanistan laissera
une tache indélébile sur le bilan de Joe Biden
longtemps aprés sa présidence. B
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ET SAUVEZ LA VIE
D'UN ENFANT

‘ant tous le meéme langage pour dire = l'espoir =,

Depuis teujours, da0 quils viennent, ils le dessinent, rond
eomme un soledl, iIs savent le falre rayonner par-dela les
frontidres pour le partager avec ceux qui ant be plus bessin
de soins.

Oui, comme les enfants, Nous PoUVGNs tous passer Mespoir
et c'est cette Chaine de I'Espoir qui, chague année, scigne,
opére et sauve 235 000 enfants dans 27 pays.

Soyer aux cotes des enfants.
Failtes un don sur www.chainedelespoirorg
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® Seven die as desperate
civilians converge on
airport, seeking freedom

@® Afghans who helped
the west remain trapped
amid fear of reprisals

@ Biden under pressure
as scenes raise spectre
of escape from Saigon

Julian Borger
Washington

Joe Biden has said that US troops in
Kabul would stay long enough to
evacuate American citizens and eli-
gible Afghan allies and warned the
Taliban there would be a “devastat-
ing” response toany attempt toattack
or disrupt the operation.

TheUS president made atelevised
address from the White House aftera
day of chaos at Kabul airport follow-
ing the fall of the Afghan capital to
the Taliban, in which seven people
were Killed during the rush towards

the sole remaining exit route out of

the country.

As insurgents took control of the
city, declaring victory after 20 years
of war, tens of thousands of Afghans
who had been promised resettlement
inthewest because of their past work
with or for the US, Britain and their
allies remained trapped in the coun-
try and in fear for their lives, amid
reports of reprisal killings.

Bidenadmitted his administration
had been caught by surprise by the
speed of the Taliban victory, which
he attributed to lack of leadership
from Ashraf Ghani's ousted govern-
ment and a lack of will to fight in the
Afghan armed forces.

“We gave them every chance to
determine their own future, What
we couldn't provide them was the
will to fight for that future,” he said.

Biden said the US had made

610_u4877

Inside

Cabinet splits emerge over the
handling of evacuations from
Afghanistan Page 4 =

Shops shut and women vanish
from streets of Kabul as fighters
celebrate victory Page 6 —

Who are the Taliban figures and
what will they dowith the power
they now wield? Fage 9 -

Angry veteransof the bloody
20-yearconflict ask: was it all
worthit? Page 1 -

.
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Biden defends US withdrawal
amid chaotic scenes in Kabul

i
contingency plans for such a dire
outcome, and he has ordered 5,000
marine and army reinforcements to
Kabul to secure the airport for an
evacuation of thousands of US citi-
zens stillin Afghanistan, and Afghans
who worked with Americansand are
eligible for special visas.

“American troops are perform-
ing this mission as professionally
and as effectively as they always do,
but it is not without risks,” he said.
“As we carry out this departure, we
have madeit clear tothe Taliban that
if they attack our personnel, the US
response will be swift and forceful,
We will defend our people with dev-
astating force if necessary.”

In his address, Biden said the

troops would stay as long as it took
to carry oul the evacuation, leav-
ing open the possibility that it might
stretch beyond the current 31 August
deadline for the final US withdrawal.
“Our current military mission is

‘We are extremely
concerned. Time
and again, the

Taliban has
broken its promises’

Ghulam Isaczai
Afghan UN ambassador

Tuesday

17 August 2021
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transparter
plane in Kabul
yesterday,

desperale lo
climb aboard

limited in scope and focused on its
objectives: get our people and our
allies to safety as quickly as possi-
ble,” Biden said. “And once we have
completed this mission, we will con-
clude our military withdrawal, and
end America’s longest war”

InKabul and cities across the coun-
try, Taliban forces asserted control
ahead of anexpected announcement
ofan Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
in the coming days.

With Kabul airport seemingly
close to being overrun, flights were
grounded and seven people died in
the scramble to find a flight out, The
Pentagon said UStroopsshot twouni-
dentified gunmen who had
fired into the crowd. Two



