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Taliban Seize Power as U.S. Retreats

Taliban fighters drive through the streets of Kabul on Sunday after seizing the capital. Below, a helicopter evacuates the American Embassy.

Biden Stands By
Troop Withdrawal
Despite Criticism

By MicaAar, R. GoRDON

During the 2020 political
campaign, President Biden pre-
sented himself as a globe-trot-
ting leader who had helmed the
Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, served as then-Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s point man
on complex international issues
and who was determined to
bring a steady hand to national
security.

Yet the turmoil in Afghani-
stan, which has led Mr. Biden
to send about 5000 troops
back to the country, roughly
doubling the force he decided
in April to take out, has con-
fronted the White House with a

crisis that could have lasting
humanitarian and national-se-
curity consequences, former of-
ficials said.

“We are not at the worst
point yet,” said Carter Malka-
sian, the author of a compre-
hensive history of the Afghan
conflict who served as an ad-
viser to former Joint Chiefs of
Staff Chairman Gen. Joe Dun-
ford. “Now that the Taliban are
moving into Kabul and over-
uming the democratic gowvern-
ment we have been supporting
for 20 years. it is highly likely
they will seak to punish, and
perhaps even execute, the Af-
ghans who worked with us.”

Please turn fo page A8

Desperate Rush to Get Out
Was ‘Saigon on Steroids’

KABUL—The lucky few were
already inside, crowded onto
the last patch of government
territory that hadn’t fallen to
the Taliban. Outside, as thou-
sands of civilians surged to

By Yarosiav
Trofimov, Dion
Nissenbawm
and Margherita
Starncati

break through the perimeter
of Hamid Karzai International
Airport, security forces fired
gunshots into the air to force
them back.

Afzhanistan was falling and
desperate  civilians  were
thronging the alrport’s main
rerminal to make their way

Please turn fo page AG

Fighters take control
of capital Kabul as
president flees nation
and concedes defeat

BY YAROSLAY TROFIMOV

KABUL—Afghanistans gow-
ernment fell after Taliban fight-
ers took over the capital and
President Ashraf Ghani fled
abroad, as a U.S.-led military
operation began to airlift West-
ern diplomats, civilians and Af-
ghans likely to be targeted by
the country's new rulers.

Demoralized Afghan secu-
rity forces offered no resis-
tance as the insurgents, who
seized most of the country in
just owver a week, appeared
Sunday morning on Kabuls
outskirts. While the Taliban
initially said they wouldn't en-
ter the capital while a transi
tional government is being
formed, they reversed their
stance by nightfall, saying
someone needed to maintain
public order after Afghan po-
lice deserted their posts.

“Ta prevent chaos and loot-
ing, the Islamic Emirate has
ordered the mujahedeen to get
contrel of the abandoned ar-
eas,'” the Taliban said. The
Taliban fighters, the group
added, won't bother any civil-
ian or military officials of the
former regime.

By evening, the main road to
the Kabul airport—packed with
Afghans desperately trying to
escape and with thousands of
ULS. troops protecting the evac-
uation effort—presented a bi
zarre svene of Taliban fighters
mingling with uniformed Af-
ghan troops.

Mr. Ghani, whao fled the
presidential palace and spent
Sunday morning at the U.S.
Embassy, left the Afghan capi-
tal in the afternoon. In a mes-
sage posted on his Facebook
page, he conceded that the Tal-
iban had won and said he was
left with no choice but vo goo

“If I stayed there, countless
countrymen would have been
martyred and Kabul city would

Please turn to page A7

Fall of Afghanistan

# Pullout caps 20 years of

. T
# Collapse creates hurdles

for LS. allies.... - AB
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epercussions from the

Delta variant of Cowvid-19
are starting to ripple across
companies, though it is un-
clear whether the highly
contagious strain will be a
momentary stumble in an
improving global economy or
something more serious. Al

+ Hyatt Hotels plans to buy
resort company Apple Lei-
sure from its private-equity
owners for $2.7 billion. B1

+ BHP said it is considering
the sale of its petroleum
business, which analysts es-
timate has a value of at
least $15 billion. B1

# Small investors are piling
back into the cryptocurrency
market, helping drive prices
higher even as traders face
uncertainty over proposed tax
regulations in Washington. BL
# High-yield bonds have be-
come the latest Chinese mar-
ket to buckle under pressure
from Beijing's wide-ranging

corporate crackdown, B1

+ Chinese authorities said
they found that a female
Alibaba employee was sexu-
ally abused both by her
boss and a business client,
supporting many details of
the woman’s account. B3

# Ford filed a legal motion
hitting back at GM in the
auto makers® dispute over the
names of their hands-free-
driving offerings incorporat-
ing the word “cruise.” B3

* U.S. contractor BES sued
Huawei in a LS. court, al-
leging the Chinese firm stole
its technology and pres-
sured it to build a back door
into a sensitive law-enforce-
ment project in Pakistan. B4

Wiorld-

# Afghanistan’s govern-
ment fell after Taliban
fighters took over the capi-
tal and President Ashraf
Ghani fled abroad, as a U.S.-
led military operation began
to airlift Western diplomats,
civilians and Afghans likely
to be targeted by the coun-
try’s new rulers. Al, AG-AS
# The turmoil in Afghani-
stan has confronted the
White House with a erisis
that could hawve lasting hu-
manitarian and national-se-
curity consequences, former
officials say. Al

+ At least 1L,297 people were
killed and some 5700 injured
by a powerful earthquake
that struck Haiti, ageravat-
ing a crisis in the country. A1

Wide

#+ Pelosi asked a top House
committee to look st moving
forward on a $1 trillion bipar-
tisan infrasoucture bill along
with the $3.5 trillion budget
mework in an effort to bal-
ance the demands of her
party’s ideological factions. Ad

#+ A indge in Texas ordered
the Biden administration to
reinstate the Remain in Mex-
ico program for migrants
seeking asylum in the U.S. A4

# The DHS is considering
hiring private companies to
analyze public social media
for warning signs of ex-
tremist violence. A4

# Canada’s prime minister
called an early national
election for next month, A9
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Haiti Death

Toll Soars

After Powerful Quake

At least 1,297 people were
killed and some 5,700 injured
by a powerful earthquake that
struck Haiti, aggravating the

By José de Cordoba,
Ryan Dube
and Edver Serisier

crisis of an increasingly cha-
otic country whose president
was assassinated last month
and where a coming tropical
storm threatens even more

devastation.

Most of the fatalities were in
the nation’s southern peninsula,
where Saturday’s 72-magnitude
quake struck, Jerry Chandler,
head of Haiti's civil protection
agency, said. More than 13,000
buildings in the area had been
destroyved, the agency said, in-
cluding churches, hospitals and
at least two hotels.

The death toll was expected
to rise further as Haitians

Please furn fo page A9

Delta Variant Leaves Mark
On U.S. Business Comeback

By Theo Francis,
Guann Guilford
and Inti Pacheco

Repercussions from the Delta
wvariant of Covid-19 are starting
to ripple across companies, rais-
ing staffing costs in Senior
housing, disrupting production
of potato chips and leading
sS0me  companies to rein in
profit projections.

Still unclear: whether the
highly contagious strain of the
virus will be a momentary
stumble in an improving global
economy—one that businesses
and consumers are now better
equipped to handle—or some-
thing maore serious.

In recent weeks, Kellogg Co.

Please turn to page A0

# Restaurants become waccine
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Eyes onthe prize Hedge funds sense tide is turning back in their favour —eacess

Taliban on brink of taking over
Afghanistan as president flees

e [slamist lighters face litte
resistance as they enter Kabul

AV KATMIN — NEW DELHI
Afghanistan’s president fled the coun-
try yesterday as the Taliban advanced
on Kabul, effectively handing back
power to the lamist group almaost 20
years after it was ousted by a Us-led
Enwasion.

‘Taliban fghters powred into the capi-
tal last night and sought to sstablish
control, while U5 and other foreign gov-
ermments scrambled to evacuate their
citkens and Afighan allies.

Tumultuous scenes were reported at
Kabul airpart, as many panicked city
residents sought to fly out of Afghani-
stan, and the US embassy warned of a
deteriorating security situation,

A Taliban spokesman urged resl-
dents to stay calm. The Taliban's entry

Inflation Imperlls Biden's
pricey spending plans

Rising inflation fears are threatening
Joe Biden’s spending ambitions as the
P crucial bills haad fo tha Housa of
Fiepresentatives this month: the S3.5bn
budget plan and $1tn infrastructure
package. Reservations oross party
limes. One Demacral sakd T was “simgly
Irresponsible fo continue spending at
lewels mone suited fo respond foa
Graat Depression or Great Recession
— nat an economy That is an the verge
of averheating.

Analyels - PAGE &

Into Kabul ks the culmination ofa dra-
matic week-long lightning offensive in
whikch the Islamist group selmed contral
af mast of the country, often with little
armed resistance.

The onslaught left Ashral Ghani,
Afy stan’s president, politically and
miltarily isolated,

Faced with a seemingly imminent
Taliban attack, Ghand, who had long
resisted calls for his resignation to pave
the way for peace talles with the militia,
finally bowed out.

‘Hamid Karzal, Afghanistan's former
president, last mlght confirmed Ghanis

« and said he was in talks with
ather Afghan leaders and the Taliban
for a peace ful handover. Taliban fght-
ers were already mking over aban-
domed police stations in Kabul.

e US and other governments
rush to evacuate embassies

N

Joe Blden, US president, had
announced late on Saturday that Wash-
imgton would increase its deployment
to 5,000 troops to support the evacaa-
tion of diplomats, allled personnel and
thousandsof Alghans at high risk ofret-
ribution for working with the US. He
also affirmed plans to withdraw troaps
by the endef the month.

As the US evacuation got under way,
embassy staff were instructed to burn
sensitive documents, while mamny
Kabul residents thronged banks in a
bid to withd raw thedr savings.

Thotgh so far the takeover of Kabul
has seen lmited bloodshed, country
specialists warn that Afghanistan, with
its diverse mix of rival ethnic groups
and flerce communiry rivalries, is
heading towards a civil war.

(o e

“This is the end of Afghanisian asa
nation,” Sara Wahedi, a former Afghan
government officdal who muns a seou-
rity app for Kabul residents, wrote on
Twitter. “Moone will be able to lead the
entire couniry™

The rapid disintegration of the
Afghan Mational Army over the past
week has stunned many in Washington
wiho had expectad the Us-trained force
to be able to put ap stronger resistance
tothe Ishandc insurgents.

However, analysts said that the
abrupt pace of the Us drawdown,

Inside

® Reports and Analysts Pege 3
& FT View Pape 16

Investors flip to ch.ips and biotechs in
scramble to avoid China crackdown

MERCEDES RUEML — SINGAPORE
HUDSOM LOCKETT — HONG KONG

Investors are piling inte Chinese chip,
software and biotech groups at a record
pace while paring their bets on ecom-
merce, as they try to align with Betjing’s
policy priorities amd sidestep a broad-
ening regulatory crackdown.,
X1 Jsping, China's president, has led a
regulatory assault on internet platforms
thiz year, hitting those in food delivery,
ecommerce, fintech, gamingand od uca-
tion. But the Chinese Communist
¥ desire o advance technologies
such as high-end manufacturing has
boostad other compandes.

China's semiconductor sector has
been supported by a multibilllon-dollar
government plan, partly o counter US
determination to stifle its technology
industry. Beijing wants the country to

make 70 per cent of 118 semlconductors
domestically by 2025, up from a third

¥

The value of venture capital invest-
ment into Chiness semiconducior com-
panies increased 446 per cent in the sec-
ond quarter compared with the first, to
arecord $5.9bn, according to data from
Preqgin. In one deal, Chinese manufac-
turing group BYD Semilcond uctor ralsed
Rmbi.9bn ($293m) from investors
Inchuding Sequoia China in May.

“When President Xi talks about the
importance of technology, he has
expressly elevated the manufacturing
industry over digital geods,.” sald Dan
“Wang. a Shanghai-based techmology
analyst at Gavekal Dragonomics.

Beljing has also encouraged Invest-
ment in artificial intelligence, WeRide,
an autonomeous driving start-up, ralsed
£310m from investors, including

the Renauli-Missan-Mitsublshi alli-
ance, in June. In contrast, investments
inChinese fintech groups fell 36 per cent
to £3650m in the second quarter com-
pared with the previeus one, according
toPreqin. The sector has been subject to
a crackdown since regulators abrupthy
pulled the £37bn initial public offering
of fack Ma's Ant Group in November.
Investments (n gaming and ecom-
merce companies dropped 96 per cent
and 54 per cent to $121m and S4bn,
respectively, in the second quarter.
Groups that operate in these spaces,
such as Tencent and Meltuan, have also
been targeted by Chinese regulators.
The oo-founder of ome big Stlicon Val-
ley venture capital investor said it still
planned to invest in China but only in
biotechnology, software and other
sectors deemed as “safe”,
Clean-enargy rally page &
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e Washington's two-decade
military project ends in chaos

g south of Afghanist.

Inchiding abandoning the malin 75
military facility at Bagram air base vir-
tually evernight, had severely damaged
morale among the Afghan forces,
undermintrg thelewill to Bght.

“What we've underestimated s the
level of Taliban planming with r o
the withdrawal,” said Rudra Chaud-
huri, a war studies lecturer at King's
College Londaon.

Many Afghans also expressed fury at
the US focus on evacating its own citl-
rens, leaving the kocal papulation at the
mercy of the Taliban and its extremist
bedesologry.

an women, in partoular, fear
hardship under a Taliban regime,
which severely restricted their freedom
of movement and abiliny to work when
it ruled the country in the 1950s.

= Lawsuit poses threat to
Wirecard

oo
R)rmcnhamhoLdl::Unbn
Investment, the German asset
manager, has filed a suit for
over the collapse of the
payments group, threatening the
compensation bondholders and
hanks are abso seeking. — pace &

» Storm follows Haiti quale
The island has been warned that
tropical storm Grace will kit
today, just as rescuers try to reach
survivors of an earthquake that
killed at least 724.— pacE 2

» Deadly Lebamon fuel blast
An explosion in the northern
Akkar reglon has claimed 20 Hves
and injured dowens. Reports say it
centred en an illicit fuel store
disoovered by locals— pace 2

= Push to jab US pupils
Officials have upthe
wacrination drive, even enlisting
popular TikTok users w spur
uptake, ahead of the start of the
new term in September.— Page &

= Aon chiel defends swoop
Greg Case has said the loghc of the
Willis Towers Watson tikeover is
“as strong today as it has ever
been”. The ditched deal left the
broker cing a $1bn bill— race s

w Alibaba ex-manager held
Police in Jinan, in eastermn China,
have detained a former manager
on susplcbon of sexual assault,
renewing scruting on the
SCOMUMEITE COMIPAITY.— PAGE 2
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TALIBAN CAPTURE KABUL, STUNNING U.S.
AS A 20-YEAR EFFORT UNRAVELS IN DAYS

FOR THE MEW VORK TIMES

Taliban fighters Sunday in Kabul, Afghanistan, on a Humvee seized from Afghan forces. Eight days into a nationwide push, the insurgents tnok control of the country.

After Week Under New Rulers,
Kunduz May Be Hint of Future

By CHRISTINA GOLDBAUM and MAJIM RAHIM

It was his first day as the Tal-
iban-appointed mayor of Kunduz,
and Gul Mohammad Elias was on
a charm offensive.

A week ago Sunday, the insur-
gents seized comtrel of the city in
narthern Afghanistan, which was
in shambles after weeks of fight-
ing. Power lines were down, The
water supply, powered by genera-
tors, did not reach most residents.
Trash and rubble littered the

wil servants who could fix
those problems were hiding at
home, terrified of the Taliban. So
the insurgent-commander-
turned-mayor summoned Some to
his new office, Lo persuade them to
return 1o work.

“I said that our jihad is not with
the municipality, our jihad is
apgainst the occupiers and those
who defend the occupiers™ Mr
Elias told The New York Times by
telephone.

But day by day, as municipal of-
fices stayed mosthy empty, Mr. Eli
as grew more frustrated — and his
rhetoric grew harsher

Taliban fighters began going
door o door, searching for absen-
tee city workers. Hundreds of
armed men set up checkpoints
across the city. AL the entrance o
the regional hospital, a new notice
appearad on the wall: Employees
must return to work or face pun-
ishment from the Taliban.

Just aweek after the fall of Kun-
duz — the first in a series of cities
that the Taliban seized with
breathtaking speed — the insur-
ments are now in effective control
of Afghanistan, Aand they now
must function as administrators
who can provide basic services to
hundreds of thousands of people.

The experience of those in Kun-
duz offers a glimpse of how the

Continued on Page A8
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For Biden, Images He Wanted to Avoid

By DAVID E. SANGER
Rarely in modern presidential
history have words come back to
bite an American commander in
chief as swiftly as these from
President Biden a little more
than five weeks ago: “There's
going 1o be no circumstance
where you see people being lifted
off the roof of an embassy of the
Umnited States in Afghanistan.”
Then, digging the hole deeper,
he added, “The likelihood there's
going vo be the Taliban overrun-
ning everything and owning the
whole country is highly unlikely”
On Sunday, the scramble to
evacuate American civilians and
embassy employees from Kabul
— the very image that Mr, Biden
and his aides agreed they had o
avold during recent meetings in
the Oval Office — unfolded live
on television, not from the UL
Embassy roof but from the land-
ing pad next to the building. And
now that the Afghan sovernment

aliban rrantzmtsd I ng
their flag after taking Jalalabad.

has collapsed with astonishing
speed, the Taliban seem certain
n full control of the
n the anniversary of
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks is com-
memorated less than a month
from today — exactly as they
were 20 SUMmers ago.

mr. Biden will go down in
history, fairly or unfairly, as the
president who presided over a
long-brewing, humiliating final

act in the American experiment
in Afghanistan. After seven
months in which his administra-
tion seemed 1o exude much-
needed COMPELence — getling
more than 70 percent of the
country's adults vaccinaved,
engineering surging job growth
and making progress toward a

a n infrastructure bill —
ng about America's last
in Afghanistan shattered
the imagery.

Even many of Mr. Biden's
allies who believe he made the
right decision to finally exit a
war that the United States could
not win and that was no longer in
its national interest concede he
made a series of major mistakes
in executing the withdrawal. The
anly question is how palitically
damaging those will prove to be,
or whether Americans who
cheered at 2020 campaizn rallies
when both President Donald 1.
Trump and Mr. Biden promised

Continued on Page AS

Panic Spreads as
Thousands Try
to Escape

By DAVID ZUCCHING

KABUL, Afghanistan — Taliban
fighters poured into the Afshan
capital on Sunday amid scenes of
panic and chaos, bringing a swift
and shocking close to the Afghan
government and the Z0-year
American era in the country.

President Ashraf Ghani of Af-
ghanistan fed the country, and a
council of Afghan officials, includ-
ing former President Hamid
Karzai, sald they would open ne-
gotiations with the Taliban over
the shape of the insurgency’s
takeover, By day’s end, the insur-
gents had all but officially sealed
their control of the entire country.

The speed and wviolence of the
Taliban sweep through the coun-
tryside and cities the previous
week caught the American mili-
tary and government fat-footed.
arranged American mili-
tary helicopter flights evacuated
the sprawling American Embassy
compound in  Kabul, ferrying
American diplomats and Afghan
Embassy workers o the Kabul
military airport. At the civilian air-
port next door, Afghans wept as
they begged airline workers to put
their families on outbound com-
mercial flights even as most were
grounded in favor of military adre-
crafi.

Amid oceasional bursts of gun-
fire, the whump of American Chi-
ook and Black Hawk helicopters
overhead drowned out the thrum
of raffic as the frenzied evacua-
tion effort unfolded. Below, Ka-
bul's streets were jammed with
wehicles as panic set off a race to
leawve the city. Two decades after
American troops invaded Afghan-
istan 1o root out Qacda terrorists
who attacked on Sept. 11, 2001, the
American nation-building experi-
ment was in ruins — undercut by
misguided and often contradic-
tory policies and by a relentless
insurgency whose staying power
had been profoundly underesti-
mated by US. military planners.

Ower 2400 American troops
gave their lives and thousands
maore were wounded in an effort o
build a democratic Afghan gov-
ernment. Tens of thousands of ci-
wvilians died in the fighting, and
thousands more were displaced
from their homes. In recent days
alone, thousands fled to Kabul as
the Taliban advanced through
other cities at breakneck speed.

Continued on Poge A6

EVACUATION A frantic scene stood
in contrast to Washington's opti-
Mistic prognoses. PAGE AG
DIPLOMACY Officials are contem-
plating whether 1o engage with a
Taliban government. PAGE AR

Record Rise in Food Stamp Aid
Aims to Stemm Hunger’s Spread

By JASON DePARLE

WASHINGTON — The Biden
adminisiration has revised the nu-

trition standards of the food
stamp program and prompred the
largest permanent increase to
benefits in the program's history, a

move that will give poor people
more power to their grocery
carts but add billions of dollars to
the cost of a program that feeds
one in eight Americans.

Under rules to be announced
Monday and put in place in Ccto-
ber, average benefits will rise
more  than 25 reent  firoan
prepandemic levels, all 42 million
people in the program will receive

additional aid. The move does not
reguire congressional approval,
and unlike the large pandemic-era
expansions, which are starting to
expire, the changes are intended
to last.

For at least a decade, critics of
the benefits have said they were
too low to provide an adequate
diet. More than three-guarters of
households exhaust their benefits
in the first half of the monthly cy-
cle, and researchers have linked
subsequent food shoriages 1o
problems as diverse as increased
hospital admissions, more school

Corntiruwed on Page A4

In Quake-Ravaged Haiti, Hordes of the Injured Seek Scarce Care

Tending to a woman in Les Cayes, Hal

JRFACFRCE FRAMCE. PRESSE TTV IMACES

, on Sunday. Thousands

with grievous injuries swarmed badly damaged hospitals.

By MARIA ABI-HABIR

LES CAYES, Haiti — With bro-
ken bones and open wounds, Lhe
injured  jammed inte damaged
hospitals or headed to the airport,
hoping for mercy flights out. A
handful of doctors toiled all night
in makeshift triage wards, A re-
tired senator used his seven-seat
propeller plane to ferry the maost
urgent patients to emergency
care in the capital

A day after a magnitude-7.2
earthquake killed at least 1,300
people and injured thousands in
western Haiti, the main airport of
the city of Les Caves was over-
whelmed Sunday with people try-
ing o evacuate their loved ones to
Port-au-Prince, the capital, about
les to the east.

There wasn't much choice. With

just a few dozen doctors available
in a region that is home to one mil-
lion people, the guake aftermath
Was (ummg increasingly dire.
e only surgeon over
sand v, Edward Destine,
an orthopedic surgeon, waving to-
ward a e mMporary operating room
of corrugated tin set up near the
airport in Les Cayes. 1 would like
o operate on 10 people today, but 1
just dom't have the supplies™ he
said, listing an urgent need fur
intravenous drips and even the
maost basic antibiotics.

The earthgquake was the latest
calamity to convulse Haiti, which
is still living with the aftereffects
of a 2000 quake that killed an esti-
mated quarter-million  people.

Continwed on Page AI0
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A Racial Shift, Visualized

Maps show a rise in the share of people
of color in nearly EVery county across
the United States, PAGE AlZ

The Future of Ballooning

A program in Washington State aims to
introduce an aging sport to 4 new, more
diverse class of acronauts, PAGE All

Hong Kong Opposition Retreats
A crackdown by Beljing is nullifying the
landslide pro-democracy victories in

Local ebections in 2009 as over 250 coun-
cilors quit 1o avold reprisals, PAGE A4

Rising Toll in Turkey Floods

At least 59 people have died in the
disaster, and more than 70 are still
missing after almost a weelk.  PAGE A4

Trving to Ignore the Noise

The director Leos Carax's movies often
arrive amid a commotion, and his new-
est, “Annette” is no exception,  PAGE C1

Making Lemonade on TikTok
Marissa Meizz became a meme after
her friends exciuded her from a birth-
diy party. She decided 1o use the app to
find new friends. It turns out she was
far from alone. PAGE Bl

SPORTS D1-6

Skateboarders of New York

As the sport’s appeal has grown, an
inclusive community has become more
visible. “It's just made me more OK with

From Marketing to Trust

Red Ventures, the biggest digital media
company you've never heard of, is &
quict juggernaut based in South Car-
alina that has turned very specific

OBITUARIES D7-8

advice into very big business.  PAGE 51 who [ am,” one skater said.  PAGES D35
An Inspiration for Generations A New ‘Threepenny Opera’
Donald Kagan, 89, one of the country’'s Barrie Kosky’s production, above, for OPINION AL617 | || "I ”I” |||| |||| ||||||II
leading historians, was also renowned the Berliner Ensemble is at the theater
for his classroom style. PAGE D& where the work premiered. PAGE CI Eli Dourado PAGE AIT 546130 5
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Afghanistan falls to the Taliban

Silence

swallows
a capital
in chaos

Fearing the worst
amid a surreal transfer
of power, residents of
Kabul hunker down.

BY MARCUS ¥AR
AND LAURA KING

KABUL, Afghanistan —
The day began with the ca-
cophony of blaring traffic as
Kabulis rushed headlong to
attend to last-minute busi-
ness: a frantic search for an
ATM still dispensing cash, a
fruitless journey to a shut-
tered shop, a harrowing trip
to the airport in hopes of es-
caping an advancing foe.

And it ended, in this nois-
iest of cities, with near-si-
lence — and with broadcast
images of turbaned Tallban
inside the Afghan presi-
dential palace, the opulent,
fortified compound in the
heart of the capital whose
name means “citadel.™

HKabul, transformed over
the last 20 years into a cos-
mopolitan city of bodybuild-
ing gyms and burger joints,
gaudy wedding halls and
frozen-yogurt bars, had fall-
en to the insurgents in the
same manneras muchof the
rest. of the country: with
hardly a fight.

That surreal defeat — as
if & film was suddenly fast-
forwarded — seemed to her-
ald a return to darker, more
repressive times.

Within hours of the first
Taliban fighters appearing
early Sunday on the city's
outskirts, President Ashraf

[See Kabul, AG]

Isolated leader
says he chose exile
in bid to save lives
Ashraf Ghani guictly
flees the sprawling pal-
ace with a small coterie
of confidants. WoORLID, Ad

A return to harsh
Islamic rule under
militant group
Ordinary Afghans face a
radically different gov-
ernment, and lifestyle,
with Taliban. WORLIY, A6

Growing concerns
about renewed
terrorist threats
1.5, officials may alter
their assessments about
how fast extremists
might regroup. WoORLD, AG

TAEI EARIMI Associnted Press

idential palace, where the Taliban demanded the unconditional surrender of the Af-

Mamcus FaM Los Angeies Times

AFGHAN soldiers work to direct and clear traffic after civilians tried to rush to
safety as word spread that the Taliban fighters were entering the capital, Kabul.

In a swift defeat, the
president flees and
militants take Kabul.
Americans are flown
out on helicopters.

By MarcUs YanM
AND TRAacY WILEINSON

KABUL. Afghanistan —
Their takeowver of Af-
ghanistan complete, Tali-
ban militants moved into
the capital, Kabul, on Sun-
day, octupied the presi-
dential palace and de-
manded the unconditional
surrender of the Afghan gowv-
ernment against a steady
thrum of helicopters ferry-
ing Americans and other for-
eigners attempting to es-
cape to safi

Afghan Pn:sldent Ashral
Ghani, whose recorded mes-
sage of encouragement to
the public was aired the day
before, Med the country, as-
sociates said. His departure
leaves a vacuum that the Is-
lamist insurgent group is ex-
pected to fill guickly.

The swift and humiliat-
ing defeat of two decades'
worth of U.S.-led efforts to
remake Afghanistan opened
anew and uncertain chapter
inwhich Afghans opposed to
the Taliban fear a return to
its brutal medieval raling
style that eliminated civil
rights, subjugated women
and scorned education

From the early hours
Sunday, thousands of pan-
icked Afghans stormed cash
machines, pushed streets
into massive gridlock com-

plete with fistfights, and
hunkered down in their
homes as offices, including

government agencies, emp-
tied and shops were boarded
up against looters. At night,
the streets turned guiet, as if
in terrified anticipation of
what is to come.

But chaos at the Kabul
airport, with thousands of
desperate people Lrying to
get out of the ocountry,

[See Afghanistan, A4]

Virus testing key as .. A. schools reopen

District plans to screen all students, teachers and staff — 500,000 people — once a week

CENARG MOLINA Los Angeles Times
RAIZAH TOUCH swabs hor son Skyzell Touch, 6, for a coronavirus scroeening at
MNorthridge Middle School. She had debated whether to send him back to school.

By LAURA NEWBERRY,
MeLISSA GOoOMERZ
AND HoOwaARD BLUME

The scene at Telfair Ele-
mentary in the days leading

up to the Monday opening of

the school year reflected
what will be the new normal
across the Los Angeles
achool district: students,
teachers and staff in line for
their coronavirs test.
Emilio Mendoza, 7, held a
toy plane as he stood in the
gueue with his parents. At
the check-in table, Emilio
pumped hand sanitizer into
his palms and rubbed them
together. The technician
showed him the swab and
explained how it worked.
She counted out loud to 15as
Emilio followed along on his
fingers — and then it was
over. In 24 hours Emilio's
parents were texted the re-

sult: negative.
“He's not vaccinated, so
for us, it's always going to be
a little bit of & concern, un-
certainty, especially if there
are outbreaks,” sald his
mother Lillana Curioca, who
is also a Telfair teacher. "But
testing will help.™
Emilic’s nasal swab test
is a starting point in L.A.
Unified's colossal effort to
screen every single student,
teacher and staff member —
more than halfa million peo-
ple — once a week for the
foreseenbleml.um.
[See Schools, AR]

How exactly will
school work?
Parents have questions,
and The Times” educa-
tion reporters have an-
SwWers. CALIFORNIA, Bl

Recall fight heats up
as voters get ballots

By Joun MyERS,
EsMERALDA BERMUDEZ,
FarTtH E. PINHO

AND JULLA WICK

California’s recall elec-
tion entered a high-octane
phase Saturday, as Gov.
Gavin NMewsom joined Tat-
ino and organized labor
leaders in hopes of sparking
action by Democrats that
would counter the effort and
intensity of Republicans tao
remove him from office.

The surge in campaign

activity — exactly one
month before election day —
coincided with the arrival of
the first ballots in mailboxes
across Los Angeles County.
Owver the next few days, all of
California’s 22 million voters
will receive a ballot for the
monthlong election period

that ends Sept. 14
“I cannol impress upon
wyou the consequential na-
ture of this recall.” Newsom
told supporters at an event
with Latino political leaders
Saturday in ElI Sereno.
[Sec Recall, A8]

Haiti death toll
soars past 1,200
Displaced survivors of a
magnitude 7.2 earth-
quake search for shalter
as a tropical storm ap-
proachos, WORLD, A3

=

Martinez decries
violence at rally
L.A. council leader de-
nounces man's stabbing
during anti-vaccination
event. CALIFORNIA. B1
Weather

Mostly sunny.
L.A. Basin: 90,/69. B6

TIU

ATAM HURGER Assacistod Pros

EMPIRE STATE OF MIND

Max Muncy, left, bumps fists with Justin Turner
after hitting a two-run homer in the Dodgers’
14-4 win against the Mets in New York. sPorTS, D1

Racial
disparity
in city’s
homicide
victims
e o

deaths in L.A. surge
since pandemic’s start.

By Kevin RECTOR

The surge in homicides in
Los Angeles since the start
of the COVID-19 pandemic
has played out almost en-
tirely among Latino and
Black victims, accordingtoa
Times analysis of Los Ange-
les Police Department data.

The figures reflect wide
disparities in public safety
across the city, experts say,
as well as compounding
trauma for communities of
color hit hard by past gang
wiolence and devastated at
disproportionate rates by
the economic and social
upheaval of the last 18
months.

Police attribute much of
the latest violence Lo gangs,
but the impact has been felt
By victims old and young,
homeless and housed, sit-
ting in their cars and work-
ing a shift.

“It speaks to the two Los
Angeleses,” said Jorja Leap.
a UCLA professor and long-
time government consult-
ant on L.A. gangs. "I am
deeply concermned ™

Kevin “Twin” Orange, a
gang intervention worker for
the city, said the pandemic i
fully to blame, because it

[ See Homicides, 414 ]

BUSINESS INSIDE: American tourists are bringing the good times back to Hollywood. A9
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Militants face little resistance as they overtake Kabul.
concluding a surge that far outpaced U.S. estimates

Afghanistan falls to Taliban

Pentagon rushes additional troops to capital to aid
chaotic effort to evacuate US. personnel and allies

Desertions. illegal
deals accelerate
mililary collapse

BY SUSANNAH GEORGE

EABUL — The spectacular col-
lapse of Afghanistan's military
that allowed Taliban fighters to
walk into the Afghan capital
Sunday despite 20 vears of train-
ing and bhillions of dollars in
American aid hegan with deals
brokered in rural villages be-
tween the militant group and
2 e of the Afghan govern-
ts lowest-ranking officials.

The deals, initially offered ear-
1y last year, were often described
by Afghan officials as cease-fires,
but Taliban leaders were in fact
offering money in exchange for
Eovernment forces to hand over
their weapons, according to an
Afghan officer and a ULS. official.

Orver the next year and a half,
the meetings advanced to the
district level and then rapidly on
to provincial capitals, culminat-
ing in a breathtaking series of
sgotiated surrenders by gove
0t forces, according to inter-
views with more than a dozen
Afghan officers, police, special
operations troops and other sol-
diers.

Within a little more than a
week, Taliban fighters overran
more than a dozen provincial
capitals and entered Kabul with
no resistance on Sunday, trigger-
ing the departure of Afghani-
stan'’s president and the collapse
of his government. Afghan secu-
rity forces in the districts ringing
Kabul and in the city itself simply
melted away., By nightfall, police
checkpoints were beft abandoned
and the militants roamed the
streets freely.

The pace of the litary
lapse has stunned many A
can officials and other foreign
observers, forcing the ULS. gow-
ermment to dramatically acceler-
ate efforts to remove personnel
from its emhbassy in Kabul.

The Taliban capitalized on the
uncertainty cansed by the Febru-
ary 2020 agreement reached in
Doha, Qatar, between the mili-
tamt group and the United States
calling for a full American with-
drawal from Afghanistan. Some
Afghan  forees  realized they
would seon no longer be able to
count on American air power
and other crucial battleficld sup-
port and grew receptive to the
Taliban's approaches.,

“Some just wanted the money™

SEE COLLAPSE ON Ale

\lraid lor lives.
rights &
plead for help

BY MIssY BYAN
AND KaneEnm FAHIM

Afghan activists, journalists
end advocates for womens
rights scrambled to identify cs-
cape routes on Sunday as inter-
national civil society organiza-
tions intensified a chaotic ef-
fort to evacuate local allies un-
der threat following the
Talibans takeover of Afghani-
stan.

The stunningly swift col-
lapse of the Afghan state inject-
ed a sense of desperation into a
month-long effort by outside
aid groups and religious and
advocacy organizations to se-
curevisas, flights or any kind of
way out for Afghans seen as
likely militant targets.

Human rights organizations
in recent days have sent the
State Department florries of
emails with spreadsheets lay-
ing out the identities and per-

SEE EVACUATION o8 A

FAHMAT CULASSOCHTED PRESS

TOP: Taliban fighters assume control of the Afghan presidential
palace in Kabul on Sunday, shortly after President Ashraf Ghani fled
the country. ABOVE: A U.S, helicopter flies near the U.S. Embassy in
the Afghan capital, where a frantic evacuation effort was underway,

A presidential legacy
Ashraf Ghani's amhbitions were
dashed by war and rivalry. A15

Resolute support?
Kabul's fall raises doubts abaut
other LS. promises abroad. A14

The first emirate
The last period of Taliban mile
ofters a grim reference point. A14

Recalling fall of Salgon
As militants enter Kabul, it feels
likz history repeating tself. A13

Biden lakes
cold-eved view
ol debacle

BY ANNE GEARAN
AND CLEVE R. WooTson Jr.

With Talihan fighters podsed
to rout the US.-backed Afghan
government — and with it the

20-year, multibillion-dollar ef-

mocracy in Afghan soi
dent Biden over the weekend
first offered compassion for
those left behind.

“Our hearts go out to the
brave Afghan men and women
‘who are now atrisk.” he saidina
statement late Samurday as in-
surgents closed in on Kabul.

But then Biden pivoted to the
cold ealeulation behind his de-
cision to pull the plug on a
mission that has cost more than
2,000 American lives,

“Une more yvear, or five more
years, of U.S. military presence
would not have made a differ-
ence if the Afghan military can-
not or will not hold its own

SEE BIDEN ON A1

President fMees.
thousands clamor
Lo board Mighls

BY SUSANNAH GEORGE,
CLAIRE PARKER,
Joun HuDson,
HKAREN DEYOUNG
AND DanN LAMOTHE

EABUL — Taliban fighters took
controd of Kabml on Sunday, deliv-
ering the militant Tslamist group
the prize it has long sought: an-
thority over all of Afghanistan as
the Western-backed government
collapsed,  Preside Ashraf
Ghani fled, and the long-domi-
nant American presence  ap-
peared to be coming to an abrupt
and chaotic end after nearly 20
years.

The takeover of the sprawling
capital city had been yvears in the
making but was ultimately ac-
complished in a single day. Insur-
gent fighters, fresh off their con-
quests in each of Afghanistan’s
provincial hubs over the previous
week, faced little to no resistance
as they entered the city through
its major traffic arteries Sunday
morning.

By evening, the Taliban was
giving television interviews in the
lavish presidential palace, jost
hours after Ghani had departed
Afghanistan. A desperate exodus
was underway at the airport, with
thousands of people clamoring to
board flights. And the Pentagon
was speeding in additional troops
to assist with the withdrawal of
U8, personnel after the American
flag was lowered from a now-
abandoned embassy.

The footage of rifle-toting Tali-
han fighters ocenpying the presi-
dential palace and rolling up the
Afghan national flag stood as a
defining image of a failed ULS.
effort to transform Afghan soci-
ety at the cost of a trillion dollars
and thousands of Tives lost.

“Decades from now, these im-
ages will be invoked as a vivid
example of the limits of ULS. posa-
er, and of its inability to fight
modern wars effectively or to end
them on favorable terms,” said
Michael Engelman, an Afghani-
stan scholar at the Wilson Center.

Asked about comparisons to
the United States” departure from
Vietnam in 1975, Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said on ABC
MNews's “This Week” that “this is
manifestly not Saigon” But the
frenzied rush to the exits exuded
anything but the calm and order-
1y withdrawal the administration

SEE AFGHANISTAN ON A

Tensions grow between
DeSantis, local officials

BY TTM CRATG
AND MERYL KORNFIELD

MIAMI — Rick Kriseman, mayor
of St. Petersburg, knows there are
a lot of things he can’t predict as
part of his job running a sprawl-
ing waterfront < of 260,000
residents.

He never knows when violent
crime will spike or a destructive
hurricane will slam into Florida’s
fifth-most-populated  city. But
there is one thing Kriseman can
protey much count on — he won't
be talking to Gov. Ron DeSantis
(B

“T have never spoken to Ron
DeSantis,” said Kriseman (D),
who has been mayor since 2014,
"Hes never called me, and the

times 1 have tried to reach out to
him talk to him, whether by
phone or when [ was in Tallahas-
see, 1 have never been granted
permission or an opportunity for
an audience with him."

Eriseman'sdistance from Flori-
da's chief executive — a concern
echoed by other mayors and coun-
ty officials — highlights the ten-
sions that have polarized the Sun-
shine State throunghount DeSantis’s
tenure as he has steadily expand-
ed the powers of his office while
using it to blunt that of local offi-
clals.

The problem now, some say, is
that his focus on concentrating
control in the executive mansion
is hurting their efforts to combat

SEE DESANTIS ON A4

Haitian quake deaths near 1.300 as storm looms

ACEE P DOELTM ASSOCH TED PSS

A Arefighter searches for survivors inside a damaged bullding after
Samrday’s 7.2-magnitude earthgquake In Les Cayes, Hald.

BY INGRID ARNESEN
AND ANTHONY FAIOLA

PORT-AU-PRINCE, HAITI —
anguished cry in Creole erhoed
across the batbened south of Habti
on Sunday as a devastated people
sought to rescue friends. neigh-
bors and loved ones from the rub-
ble left by the T2-magnitode
earthquake,

Ampil anpil riktim.

Many, many victims.

The death toll from the earth-
quake that shook this Caribbean
nation on Saturday rose to nearly
L300, authorities said, as govern-
mentofficialssought aid from LS.
first responders. Adding to the
woes of a country that suffers a
seemingly endless supply of themn,
Tropical Storm Gracewas bearing
down with heavy rains forecast
for Monday, threatening to fur-

ther complicate relief efforts.

Haiti's public works ministry
dispatched 55 rescue teams, com-
paosed of military and civil protec-
tion personnel, for search
rescue offorts, but it was not
enough. In some communities,
residents reported a lack of relief
workers and took it upon them-
selves to act.

“Tt’s the people from the neigh-
borhood using their own hands
who have been digging and resco-
ing anyone they can save” said
Jean-David Cassis, a 31-year-old
farmer in the city of Torbeck on
the southrwestern coast.

He and a group of neighbors
aided a 21-year-old woman whose
foot they could see protruding
from a collapsed house. They were
able to get her out alive. But they
were unable to save a 47-vear-okd

SEE HAITI ON A7
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The Biden administra
tion approved a record
increase for food assis-
tance henefits, as

Teeland, onee praised
For its coromavims re-
sponse and vaccination

rate, is now seeing its
highest levels of infee-
tiomn e the pandemic
beegan. AG

Ebola has resurfaced in
Ivory Coast for the first
time in 25 years, health
wificials said. A8
Canadian Prime Min-
ister Justin Trudean

called a smap federal
election for Sept. 20. As
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Boca volvio a perder z

v la punta le queda
cada vez mas lejos

Cayd en La Plata 1a 0 frente a Estudiantes;
fue por la sexta fecha v hasta ahora no
gand ninguin partido; esti a diez puntos de

Independiente. Deportes

seguridad

Cortaban servicios de cable e internet
paraentraralascasas comaofalsos
operarios; gastaron un botin millonario
enviajesy negocios. Pagina 26

LOS IMPOSTORES, UNA LAS UNIVERSIDADES
BANDA CONLUJOSY SEDEMORAN CON
MEGAINVERSIONES LA PRESENCIALIDAD

coronavirus

Recién se empiezan a preparar para un
regreso gradual en las materias tedricas;
todavia tienen protocolos pendientes de
autorizacion. Pagina
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Combatientes talibanes toman el control del palacio de gobierno tras la huida del presidente Ghani

ZAB KARIMIL/AP

Caos y temor en Afganistan:
los talibanes tomaron el
poder y el presidente huyo

orFensIvA. Tras un imparable avance, entraron en Kabul y reconquistaron el pais, a 20 afios de
su derrocamiento; EE.UU. y sus aliados iniciaron una masiva evacuacion; alerta por Al-Qaeda

KABUL (AP)~ A dos décadas de su
derrocamiento, los talibanes coro-
naron ayer una ofensiva relém pago
de tres meses al reconquistar la ca-
pital de Afganistén, donde, desde el
palacio presidencial, anunciaron el
renacimiento del emiratoislamico.

“La guerra en Afganistin ha
terminado”, proclamaron los in-

surgentes, mientras el presidente.
Ashraf Ghani, huia del pais y el go-
bierno se desmoronaba.

En medio de una fuerte conmo-
cion mundial y dellamados a la mo-
deracion, Estados Unidos y otros pal-
sesoccidentales lanzaron una masi-
va evacuacidn de sus diplomaticos
y colaboradores, én imagenes que

paramuchos recordaron lacaidade
Saigon, tras la derrota en Vietnam.
El avance sorprendente de los
talibanes sobre los talones de lare-
tirada de las fuerzas extranjeras de
Afganistin tras 20 afios de guerra
despertdtemores, a suvez, sobreun
eventual resurgimiento de laredte-
rrorista Al-Qacda. Pigina2

Errores

anticipaban el final
David Sanger ¥ Helene Cooper
Pagina3

Europa, ante una nueva
ola de refugiados
Pagina 7

EL ESCENARIO

Fernandez
cavael pozo
del que
busca salir

Claudio Jacquelin

LA NACION

a zozobra que cundid en el

entorno presidencial du-

rante los tltimos diasdela
semana pasada solo es equipara-
bleasimaciones precedentes méds
dignas de merecer semejante in-
quietud, como crisis econdmico-
financieras, estallidos sociales o
planteos militares. La mera di-
vulgacion de la foto de un nega-
do festejo en la residencia oficial
de los presidentesla provocd, Tal
vez sea solo otra manifestacion
deladecadencia nacional v la ba-
nalizacidn de la funcién piblica.
Contintiaen lapigina 13

Cristina sale a respaldar
al Presidente, pero sigue la
convulsidn interna

Jaime Rosemberg

Paginal2

Triunfo de

las listas del
gobernador
Sdenz en Salta

LEGISLATURA. Los frentes
que lo apoyaron fueron
mayoria; Pro, segundo en
la capital. Pagina1s

OL-VI-DA-TE

de las chequeras en papel!

Usa ECHEQ

Conocé mas en santander.com.ar

LOS ACCIOMISTAS DE BAMCO SANTANDER RIC 5.4, ND
RESPONDEN EN EXCESO DE SU INTEGRACION ACCIONARIA,

& Santander



FOLHA DE S.PAULO

HA 100 ANOS

* i

UM JORNAL A SERVICO DA DEMOCRACIA

ANDQ 10T & N° 33738

SEGUNDA-FEIRA, 16 DE AGOSTO DE 2021

R% 5,00

Taleban comanda o Afeganistao

Grupo extremista volta ao poder 20 anos apos ter sido derrotado pelos EUA, que retiraram suas tropas com Biden

0 Taleban, grupo que virou
sindonimo de radicalismo
fundamentalista islamico,
derrubou o governo do Afe-
%anisti‘l{} e voltou ao poder
duas décadas depois de ter
sido expulso pelos Estados
Unidos e seus aliados.

Verba para
parlamentar
multiplica
com Doria

Disposto a disputar a elei-
c¢éio presidencial, o gover
nador de Sao Paulo, Joao
Doria (PSDB), multiplicou
os repasses de verbas poli-
ticas para atender a pedi-
dos de parlamentares, in-
clusive deputados federais
e uma senadora.

Até o fim de julho deste
ano, foi liberado cerca de
R4 1 bilhao, quase sels ve-
zes ovalor de todo orepas-
se de 2020, Poder A4

Para Senado, agdo
contra ministros
do STF é in6cua

Acupulado Senado elide-
resna Casaavaliam o pedi-
do de abertura de proces-
socontra ministros do STF
anunciado por Jair Bol-
SONAarg CoOmo uma agao
com chances minimas de
prosperar e uma forma de
atague retorico. Poder As

Omissdo de Aras
sobre urna destoa
de histérico da PGR

Poder AID

B7

idolo do Bayern e da
selegao alema, Gerd
miller morre aos 75

Esporte

Ilustrada BS
Série ‘What If...?"
mostra como Marvel
pode se perder

Luiz Felipe Pondé

A misericordia

€ essencial

Todos precisamos de al-
guém que tenha piedade
e nds. Misericdrdiaéum
pilar essencial, apesar de
menosprezada pelas mo-
dasdomundo. Bustrada i

EDITORIAIS A2

A pior opgdo
Sobre proposta do gover
no de parcelar precatdrios.

Escdindalo democrata

Acerca de rentincia do go-
vernador de Nova York.

610_u4877

Apdsuma campanha mili-
tar de apenas duas semanas,
as tropas do Taleban entra-
ram ontem na capital, Cabul.

A tomada da cidade ocor
reu praticamente sem re-
sisténcia. Ha apenas relatos
de tiroteios esporadicos,

“Queremos uma transi-
c¢fio pacifica e evitar derra-
mamento de sangue”, afir-
mou & rede BBC um porta-
voz taleban, Suhail Shaheen.

O presidente do Afega-
nistao deixou o pais, e seu
governo foi desmantelado.

0Os EUA refutam o discur
soderrotista. “Issonio é Sai-
gon. Nos simplesmente nio
quisemos mais ficar 13", dis-
se o secretario de Estadodos
EUA, Antony Blinken, defen-
dendo a decisdo de Joe Biden
de retirar as tropas do pais.

|

A invasao do Afeganistio
foi justificada como uma pu-
ni¢doao Taleban por ter abri-
gado arede terrorista Al Qa-
eda, que ordenou os atagues
do 11 de setembro de 2001.

Os EUA prometeram aju
dar a saida de refugiados.

Homens do Taleban exibem armas na entrada de Laghman, provincia praxima a Cabul, capital do Afeganistdo ase
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Centro de Exposigoes do Anhembi com atracdes durante

Populagio com 18 anos ou mais®

a0 menas Imente

uma dosa wacinada

Brasil 73,9% 30,8%
] L)

M5 BE.6% 50.7%

RS F9,0% 161%

5P 89,5% 35,8%

Numeros da pandemia
Brasil
0 Desacelerado
de L5.ag0 "AC mEnCs Wma
u doce Unica ou 1% dose

T ] a: tomou dose dnica
ou 2* dose ““Em redagho a 14 dias

Totalmente vacinada

1009

Estagios
N scelerada
0 esvivel

N pesaceierado
N Redurido

a Virada da Vacina sruncsantes Fethapress

Total de doses aplicadas

™ e drica

Brasil  T49mi 456 mi 4,0 mi
1°SP 3ami - A mi 1 mi
2* MG Mimi 44 mi 4663 mil
37 RS BEmi 36 mi 3002 mil
Lasos Obitos

Tocal 20,4 mi 569,2 mil
Méd. mével 28,4 mil B&0
Varlagho™* 20,4% -12,6%
Em 24 h 13,8 mil 385

Com virada, SP
registra 98,5% de
adultos vacinados
A capital paulista registrou
98,5% da populacio adul-
ta com pelo menos a pri-
meira dose, apds 34 horas
ininterrupras de imuniza-
cAo na Virada da Vacina.
A0 todo, 500 mil recebe-
ram a aplicacio durante
o fim de sernana. sadde g1

ENTREVISTA DA 22
Helio Santos

Desigualdade
racial precisa
estar no plano
de candidatos

Candidatos a Presidén-
ria sem propostas para
reduzir as desigualdades
gque prejudicam os pretos
e pardos nio receberio o
apoio do movimento ne-
gronaeleicio de 2022, diz
Helio Santos, presiden-
te do conselho da Oxfam
Brasil. Segundo ele, ape-
sar do apoio gue recebeu
em 2008, Fernando Had-
dad nio colocou a ques-
tio racial na agenda. an

Apesar de o porta-voz ta-
leban ver afirmado gue na-
da mudaria em relagio aos
direitos das mulheres, mui-
tas estudantes se despedi-
ram de seus professores por
que temem nao poder vol
tar assalas de aula. Mundo arz

Apés terremoto,
mortos no Haiti
passam de 1.200

O niimero de mortos apos
O terremoto que atingiu o
Haiti no sabado (14) subiu
para 1.297, com 2.800 pes-
soas feridas. O governo do
pais agora esta em alerta
para possiveis impactos
dachegada da tempestade
tropical Grace. mundo A3
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£ Vida Cultural hod
Z na Pandemiae «
“ no Pds-Pandemia
= 2r edigio

18 DE AGOSTO
15h as 17h4a0
Descubra como a arte serd

ainda mais fundamental no
pds-pardermia,
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Dirigentes liberales no tienen nada que envidiar a sus pares del Partido Colorado

Opositores tambien tienen a
familiares colgados del Estado

Mientras existe una acentuada crisis por la falta de empleo, en medio de una pandemia
que golpea la economia, politicos de distintos colores copan las entidades publicas.

FAGHA B

Exigen que Fiscalia impulse casos

Sociedad civil alerta
de peces gordos con
sus procesos trabados

PAGING T

Ante paro de los camioneros
Productores reclaman

al Gobierno garantias
para seguir trabajando

PAGINA 12

Acordd pago con 110 confribuyentes
La SET recuperd unos
G. 41.000 millones de

la altima megaevasion

PAGINA I3

|
Municipales serdn plebiscito, admite |
La unidad en la ANR E
tiene idas y venidas,

segin José Alderete

PAGNAS |

Salud tras nuevas variantes Covid
rwoe | Recomiendan no bajar

% la guardia con la vuelta
waan  al trabajo presencial
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EN QUETE
DU TROISIEME TYPE

POUR LE CNES,
LES OVNIS
SONT UN
SUIET TRES
SERIEUX

PAGE 11

LES BOUCLES
DU TEMPS

L'EGYPTE,
UNE PASSION
PHARAONIQUE

PAGE 14

LES DETROITS
STRATEGIQUES

LE DETROIT

DE TAIWAN,
THEATRE
PARFAIT DE
LA PROCHAINE
GUERRE
MONDIALE

PAGE 18

JEUX DY ETE PAGEIS

HAITI

PASSE SANITAIRE
Le Sud-Est en téte de
la protestation races

RELIGION

Pour le 15 Aotit,
Lourdes renoue
avec ses pélerins
PAGEE

UNIVERSITES

Les etablissements
francais en legére
progression dans
le classement

de Shanghali races

MEDECINE
Contre I'herpes,
I'espoir dun
traitement a
l'efficacité durahble
PAGE 1

l!épocnses a la question
de samedi:

Emmanuel Macron a-t-il
eu raiscn de suspendre
le contrile technigue

obligatoire pour
les deux-roues ?

oul NON
33% 67 %

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 104109
Votez aujuurd'lml

LLUETRATION FABIEN L AIREFOND

LA

PAGE 20

L'ETE AVANT
ENTIELLE

2016: RIEN
NE SE PASSE JAMAIS
COMME PREVU

45 - www lefigaro.fr - France métropalitaine uniquernent

IGARO

« %ans la liberté de blamer, il n'est point d’éloge Aatteur = Beaumarchais

D'UNE VOI
AUPEUFPLE

LA FRANCE A BESOIN
{ QUI SACHE PARLER

PAGE 19
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Vlngr ans aprés ﬂ'ﬂh’ été chassés y
par l'intervention américaine, les miliciens p

lslanustesontrepgslacaputa]eafghane

Electricité et gaz :

le démarchage a domicile
dans le collimateur

chage a domicile trés offensif.
Devant la hausse du nombre
le Médiateur de
1"énergie menace de falre en
cadrer le porte-a-porte pour
eviter les derapages. PAGE2Z

Pour faire souscrire a leurs of

fres les clients d'EDF et dEn-
#ie, les nouveaux fournisseurs
d'énergie se lvrent 4 une
concurrence effrénde. Ils vont
jusqu'a pratiquer un démar-

de plaintes,

E E:]:)ITORIAL par ¥ves Threard ythreard@lefigarofr
Un long combat

1y a quarante ans, le juge Pierre Michel
était tué de trois balles dans le centre de
Marseille. Béte noire des héritiers de la
French Connection, cet homme était
alors la terreur des barons de la drogue.

[Drans les rangs de la police et de la justice, le

souvenir de cet assassinat est encore trés
présent. Depuis, les méthodes de travail des
enguateurs ont change, mais celles des trafi
quants aussi, qui ne cessent de fabriguer de
nouvelles substances et dinventer de nou-
veaux modes de commercialisation.

En France, ke marché des stupéfiants a ex
plosé : il est estimé aunjourd'hui 4 quelque
4 milliards d’euros. Celle dconomie paralléle
fait vivre des quartiers el des lamilles. Flle fi-
nanece des pans entiers de la sociéteé, v com
prisle terrorisme islamique. Et elle n'est plus
I'apanage des grandes villes, méme si dix
Jeunes Marselllais viennent, en deux mols,
de tomber dans des réglements de comptes
et des guerres de territoire. Decidément, Ia
Cité phocéenne ne parvient pas a se défaire
de sa réputation de plaque tournante.

Ce fléau est-il une fatalité ? Pas plus que I'in
sécurité galopante, dont la drogue est 'un

a intervalles
réguliers, de saisies spectaculaives diiment

passent et s'enorgueillissent,

médiatisées.  Malheureusement,  celles-ci
cachent mal la reéalite. Le pouvoir actuel,
comme nombre de ses prédécesseurs, a mis
du temps a prendre la mesure de la calamité.
Avant son arrivee i I'Elysée, Emmanuel Ma-
cron n'était pas hostile 2 la légalisation du
cannabis, Il achangé d'avis et fait déscrmais
de la traque du trafic de stupéfiants un che

val de bataille. 1l 1'a

La dlrogue déclaré dans un en
est I'un des tretien au Figaro en
3 3 avril dernier. Son mi-
prmCIpaux nistre de 'Intérieur
moteurs de en dévoile & présent
linsécurite le détail. Gérald Dar

manin promet une
opération coup de poing toutes les deux
heures dans les endroits les plus « chauds »

A huit mods de la présidentielle, le chel de
I’Etat est évidemment soucieux d’afficher sa
fermeté sur le front régalien. On doit, certes,
saluer linitiative. Mais avec 'espoir qu'elks
dure plus que le temps d'une campagne
electorale. Car, ici, le succes ne peut tre que

Le gouvernement intensifie
sa lutte contre la drogue

Crest, =selon Emmanuel Ma
eron, « bk meére des baloilles .
Des banliewes aux petites vil
les, 'ensemble du territoire
est concerné par le trafic.
L'écosvsteme, estimé a 4 mil
liards d'euros, fournit
900000 fumeurs de cannabis,

GO0000 consommateurs de
cocaine. Dans une interview
au Figaro, Gérald Darmanin
diévoile les détails de sa straté-
gie de harcelement des dea-
lers, [l annonee une campagne
contre la drogue au volant.
PAGES6,TETL
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Taliban fighters
at the presidential
palace in Kabul
last night after the
Afghan president,
Ashraf Ghani, fled
the country

FHOTOGEAFH:
ZAE] KARIMI/AF

@ Taliban gunmen
pourinto Afghan
capital toseize
back control

® President Ghani
flees country saying

he hoped ‘toavoid
bloodshed'

® West scrambles
toevacuate citizens

amid scenes of panic

and fearof reprisals

610_u4877
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city. We want a peaceful transfer

Emma Graham-Harrison
LukeHarding

The 20-year western mission to
Afghanistancellapsedinasingledra-
matic day as Taliban gunmen poured
into the capital, Kabul, yesterday to
seize back control of the country.
Amid scenes of panic, the Afghan
president, Ashraf Ghani, fled the
country and the US ambassador
was evacuated to Kabul airport,
abandoning the American embassy
as diplomats frantically sought to
destroy sensitive material before
being airlifted out to safety.
EvenbeforetheTalibanannounced
plansto proclaim an “Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan”, it was clear asecond
era ofits rule had effectively begun.
The group started the day so con-
fident of victory that its fighters
surrounded the capital, then ordered
themtostay outside the city and wait.
“Our forces are not entering Kalbul

of power,” said spokesman Suhail

Shaheen, But with surrender appar- |

ently inevitable, Afghan government
forces melted away, looting broke
out, and hours later the Taliban
claimed their men were needed to
restore E}Hli.‘l.

5o they moved in not as fighters
but as policemen, presenting them-
selves as a government in waiting.
By evening the Taliban had seized
Afghanistan’s historic seat of power,
andwere expectedtouseit todeclare
anew Islamicemirate, more thantwo
decades after the group had estab
lished its first one,

Outside, the city held its breath.
The streets were mostly deserted,
but the approach to the airport was
crammed with people desperate to
flee, and a steady succession of heli-
copters filled the sky.

In humiliating scenes for the

Biden administration, less ee
than a month before the

Monday

16 August 2021
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End to freedom ‘All around
are fearful faces of women'’

One young female
resident describes the
terror gripping Kabul as
the Taliban sweepin

arly on Sunday
morning, [ was going
to university fora
class when a group of
WOomen came running
out from the women's
dormitory. I asked what had

happened, and one of them told me

the police were evacuating them,
because the Taliban had arrived in
Kabul, and they will beat women
who do not have aburga,

We all wanted to get home, but
we couldn’t use public transport,
The drivers would not let us in their
cars because they did not want to
take responsibility for transporting
awoman. It was even worse for the
women from the dormitory, who
are from outside Kabul and were
seared and confused about where
they should go.

Meanwhile the men standing
around were making fun of girls
and women, laughing at our terror,
“Goand put on your chadari
[burgal,” one called out. “Itis
your last days of being out on the
streets,” said another. “Twill marry
four of vou in one day,”
cried a third.



