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he Taliban pressed
their rapid advance
across Afghanistan with
the capture of Kandahar,
the nation’s second-largest
city and the Islamist mowe-
ment’s birthplace, and next
threatened Kabul. A1, AT

# The CDC recommended
administering additional
messenger RNA Cowvid vac-
cine doses to certain immu-
nocompromised peaple. A6
# Classrooms that have re-

a Erowing
outhreaks just days into the
semester, causing some

schools to temporarily shut
down buildings or send stu-
dients home o guarantine. A6

+ A federal j allowed
the Biden administration’s
nEW eVICtion moratorium to
remain in place, saying she
didn't have authority to block
it despite her misgivings
about the ban's legality. A3
* A group of centrist House
Democrats threatened to
block a wote on the budget
framewaork approved by the
Senate until a bipartisan in-
frastructure bill is passed. A4
#* The New York State fAs-
sembly said it would sus-
pend its impeachment inves-
tgation of Gowv. Cuomo. Ad
* More than 1,000 Boko
Haram members and their
hostages surrendered to

UE FOR THE WALL STREET JOURKAL

Aminuddin Amini, 28, holding his daughter, waits in a malmesh-iﬁ: camp in Kabul on Friday after fleeing fighting in Kunduz.
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Taliban Press Swift Advance
As U.S. Mobilizes to Evacuate

Insurgents threaten
Kabul, after seizure of
Kandahar, prompting
urgent Western exit

By Yarosrav TrROFIMOV

the Nigerian gowver

Business £5 Finance
.

. as the rise in Covid-19
cases due to the Delta vari-
ant put a damper on expec-
tations and tuwrned entre-
prensurs more cautious. Al

# The hacker or hackers
that plundered over SG600
million of eryptocurrency’
assets from Poly Network
finished returning almost
all the money Friday. Al
# Chime raised $750 mil-
lion in its latest

25 billion and sets it up for
an [P0 as early as next year. Bl
+ Boeing said it would re-
turm its Starliner space-
craft to a factory for
“deeper-level troubleshoot-
ing” to fix stuck valves. B3

KABUL—The Taliban pressed
their rapid advance across Af-
ghanistan with the capture of
Kandahar, the nation’s second-
largest city and the Islamist
movement's birthplace, and
next threavened Kabul, prompt-
ing the U.5. to send thousands
of troops for a diplomatic evac-
uation.

After 20 years of war, much
of what the U.S. sought to ac-
complish in Afghanistan crum-
bled in just one week. The in-
surgent movement controlled
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Diversity Rises Fastest in the Midwest

Indiana hometown of Cummins and Mike Pence embodies the new immigrant melting pot

By Joun MoCormick
AND PAUL OVERBERG

napolis, the manufacturing and trans-
n hub set in the middle of

portat

+ Major LS. stock
posted small gains, with
the S&P 500 and Dow closing
the session at records. B11

Apple
defended the company's new
software to child pormog-
raphy after the plans raised

concerns about an erosion
of privacy on the iPhone. B3

Ommalegalwc—

infringe
on Sonos's technology. B2
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Ome in seven residents in Columbus,
Ind., a city of about 50,000, was born
cutside the United States. Public school
students collectively speak more than
50 languages and dialects at home.
Roughly three dozen foreign compa-

nies operate in the area.

A 45-minute drive south of India-

coastal ci

the LS.

Boston Flips Out Over Losing
A Landmark With a Lagoon

=
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For Kowloon, a restaurant beloved

by locals, the end is coming; “IL’s Lime”

By GrorFrey Rocow

SAUGUS, Mass,
Drive north of Boston
along Route 1 for
around 15 minutes
and you can't miss
Kowloon. It's the co-
lossal restaurant with

a 3I0-foor Tiki god
statue out front.
Inside, there's a

brightly lit bar serving
Mai-tais and chicken

Om the second
level, there's a show-
room stage where Jerry Sein-
feld, Frankie Avalon and Phyllis
Diller have performed. Walk a

Last call?

lictle further inside, and the host
will show you to your seat at
the 1,200-seat pan-Asian
restaurant. You can sit
next to a lagoon, inside
booths shaped like Tiki
huts, or on the deck of a
fake ship. complete with
a mast, sails and emer-
ency rafts.

Bobby Wong's family
spent the past 70 years
turning Kowloon into a
spot where kocals, sports
heroes and professional
wrestlers mingle.

But the end is coming. The
Wong family says it is planning

Please furn to page AIOD

sprawling farmland is emblematic of
howe the nation's growing ethnic and
racial diversity, building for decades in
es and other immigration
hubs, is gaining in new areas across

The first detailed data released from
the 2020 Census on Thursday showed
that the non-Hispanic white population

declined for the first time in the na-
tion"s history as growing numbers of
Hispanics and Asians pushed the share
of residents who identify as a minority
to roughly four out of every 10 people.
Those changes are most apparent in
pockets of the Midwest and northern

Great Plains, which diversified at a

EXCHANGE

DOUELE LIFE
Some remote workers
hawve a secret: They're
quietly holding down

two jobs. B1

faster rate than the rest of the nation
during the past decade, a Wall Street
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How Grabbing
Lunch Will Be
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Covid-19
Hurts
Outlook
For Small
Business

Confidence dropped to
its lowest level since
early spring as cases
of Delta variant rise

By RuTe Smaoxn

Small-business confidence
dropped in August to its low-
est level since early spring, as
the rise in Covid-19 cases due
to the highly transmissible
Delta variant put a damper on
expectations and turned entre-
Preneurs more cautious.

Thirty-nine percent of
small-business owners expect
economic conditions in the
U.S. to improwve in the next 12
months, down from 50% in
July and &7% in March, ac-
cording to a survey of more
than 560 small businesses for
The Wall Street Journal by
Vistage Worldwide Inc., a
business coaching and peer
advisory firm.

The measure is one part of
a broader confidence index
that also tracks metrics such
as small-business owners’ out-
look for their companies and
their investment and hiring
plans. That overall figure re-
mains positive, but fell to its
lowest level since March.

At Wizard Studios, an event
production company with 25
employees, bookings jumped
in May after the Centers for
Disease Control and Preven-
tion lifted mask mandates. The
Brooklyn, NY., company added
nine employees year after
laying off half of 32-person
weorkforce in March 2020.

On Friday, one client indefi-
nitely postponed plans for a
launch party for a television
event and another put off
plans for a multiday corporate
meeting at a Hamptons beach
resort, bringing total cancella-
tons and postponements to
five this week.
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$600 Million Returned
From Crypto Hacking

By Anna HIRTENSTEIN

The hacker or hackers who
plundered more than $600 mil-
lion of cryptocurrency assets
from a decentralized finance
platform finished returning al-
most all the momey Friday.,
marking a surprise conclusion
to a heist that rattled the
crypio industry.

The assets were transferred
back to blockchain addresses
controlled by Poly Network on
Friday, according to an emailed
statement from the company.
All that remains cutstanding
are $33 million of tether to-
kens, frozen by cryptocurrency
company Tether in an effort oo
recover the stolen goods.

Poly Network is also still

wiaiting for the hacker to pro-
vide access, known as the final
key, to the waller containing
the returned crypto, the com-
pany said.

The incident highlights the
risks of crypto markets and de-
centralized finance, or DeFi Se-
curities and Exchange Comimis-
sion Chairman Gary Gensler
said recently that the area is
rife with “fraud, scams and
abuse” and in need of investor
protections.

“When I look at DeFi proj-
ects, this stuff is not tried and
true-tested,” said Halsey Huth,
head of growth at MoonPay, a
cryptocurrencies payvments
platform. “Everyone interacting
with this stuff knows there’s

Please turn fopage A2
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Taliban surrounds Kabul and
seizes Afghanistan’s second city

& Nato powers convene & 14 provincial capitals in Islamists’ hands & Fresh al-Qaeda fears

BEMJAMIN PARKIN AND AHY KATMIN
MEW DELHI
The Taliban stepped up its affensive in
Afghanistan yesterday, encircling capi-
tal Babul and capturing seonnd-langest
city Kandahar, prompting Nato allics to
meetas US roops withdraw,

The Islamist militia, which also cap-
tured Lashkar Gah In Helmand prov-
ince, controls at least 14 of the country’s
34 provincial capitals. Four mare cities
had either fallen or were on the brink of
being captured samid fierce fighting.

The Taliban has seized much of north,
south and west Afghanistan and is clos-
ing in on Eabul in an effort to topple
President Ashraf Ghani's government.

Inside
» Lightning achvarce of Taliban stans
clock ticking for Kabul — PAGE 3

= Biden's credibility has been shredded in
Afghantitan — GIDEQN RACHMAH FAGE 9

Jens Stoltenberg, Mato secretary-
general, said members of the transat-
lantic alllance were “deeply concermed
about the high levels of violence caused
by the Taliban's offensive, including
attacks on civilians, targeted killings
and reports of other serious hwman
rights abuses". Mato wanted a “political
solution to the conflict™.

Ben Wallace, the UK defence secre-
tary, separately warned that Afghani-
stan could again become a haven for
international tervorists such as al-
Qaeda, whose presence kn the country
prompted the US-led invasion to oust
the Taliban from power almost 20 years

Fashion risks falling vietim
torush for recycled plastic

Japanese designer Tomo Kalzumi's
202 <ollection Includes volumnmous
dresses incorporating recycled plassic
But sustainable Exshion |5 pot confinged
o the catwalk. Big brands also rely on
plastic waste for green credentials,
Fasulting In an explogian of Fanges sad
1o contain recycled synthetics. The
SN |s cost, There s competition far
recycled plastic from the packaging
sector and. because of woetul global
recycling capacity, supply i Tight.
Hidden price tag = PasE 12

A mother,

JAHIE SHYTH — SYOMEY
ALISTAIE GRAY
AMD SEBASTIAN PAYNE — LONGON

amaran Studios is moving prodecion
of its Lord of the Rings serles from New
Zealand to the UK in a blow to the
Pacific nation’s two-decade relation
ship with the fillm framchise.

The US film and TV group sakd yester
day that shifting production of the flag-
ship serbes fitted its strategy of Investing
n studio space in the UK. The decision is
the latest comp fior the British film induos-
try, which has become a Brvoured loca-
thon for producers rushing to meet surg-
g demand for streamed video content.
The loss of the series has caused bitter
disappolntment 1n New Zealand, which
has built a hucrative filim and tourism
industry on the success of Peter Jack-
sonsoriginal Lord ofthe Rings trilogy.

Stuart INash, Mew Zealand's economic
development minister, sald Wellington
wotikd withdraw some of the tax breaks
ithad affered tosecure the production.

More than 2,000 people worked on
filming and producng the first seasom of
the Amazon series, which is due to pre-
mier inSeptember 2022, Production on
the second series will switch to the UK
next june.

British government insiders said the
UK had not sought to undercut Mew
Zealand, but had “natural advantages”,

Amazon’s announcement came after
Jacinda Ardern, New Pealand prime
mimlster, sald this week that the coun-
try’s barders would remain closed antil
atleast theend of the year. Adrian Woot-
ton, head of the Britsh Film Commbs-
sion, sabd he suspected that such restric-
tions were a factor in Amazon's decision.

“Mew Zealand is a fantastic loca-

.wh., lost her hushand in fighting, vith ber children In a camp in Kabul e
Hobbits embark on epic journey as
Amazon switches production to UK

ago. “I'm absohutely worried that fadled
states are breeding grounds for those
types of people,” hesaid.

Wallare criticised Washington's dect-
sion to withd raw remaining troops by
the end of the month, saying: "1 felt this
was not the right time or decision to
make because, of course, al-Qaeda will
probably come back.”

The Us and UK are sending troaps to
Kabul to evacuate embassy staff as fears
mount that the capltal could come
under attack if a political settlement is
not reached. The Taliban has shown lit-
the appetite fora deal.

Afver storming across Afghanistan’s
countryskde im recent months, the Tall-
ban has in 1 week toppled a succession
of provincial capitals — mcluding Kan-
dahar, Herat and Lashkar Gah — alter-
img the balance of power in the country,

Mazar-i-Shari {, a northern stronghakd

Second home
Second thoughts?
HOUSE & HOME

Lionel Messi
Person in the News
OPINION

eflocal anti-Taliban warlords, and falal-
abad, to the south of Kabul, are the last
big towns resisting the Islumists outside
the capital.

Even:as the Islamist mdlitants pressed
their offensive, Taliban representatives
were in Qatar for talks with govern-
ments including the US, UK, Pakistan,
China and India. Doha sakd the partici
pants in the talks had agreed on the
need to “accelerate efforts to reach a
political settlement and compre hensie
ceasefireas quickly as possible”.

Zalmay Khalilzad, the US special rep-
resentative for Afgharistan, demandad
“an Immediate end to attacks against
cities” and warned that “a gevernment-
linpased by force will be a pariahstate™

Love in the time of Covid

How couples stayed together
LIFE & ARTS

thon . . . Butitssull, relatively speaking,
a smsall country with a sesall amount of
resource in terms of studic space,
skilled talent and other infrastm cture™

Anefficial from the UK's Departmaent.
fior Digital, Culture, Media and Sport
said Britain had “done a kot tobe accom-
modating and help filming continue™.

Deespite coronavins dismuption, sev-
eral forthcoming releases are being
filmed in the UK, inchding the latest
instalment of the Misslon: Imposside
franchise and a new Indiana Jones film.

UK film industry officials said Ama-
man had oonsidered il ming the first Lard
of the Rings serbes in Scotland but chose
Hew Zealand imstead.

The ariginal Hobbiton movie set from
Jackson's trilogy 1s one of the natlon’s
most popular tourist attractions and Alr
rew Zealand emblazoned its planes
with dwarfs and wizards from the films.
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People stranded on the Afghanistan-Pakistan border waited to cross on Friday at Chaman, Pakistan, after a closure of several days.

Census Allows
For Diversity,
And It Shows

This article is by Sabrima Tov-
ernise, Tariro Mrezewa and Ginlia
Heyward,

WASHINGTON — The Census
Bureau released a surprising find-
ing this week: The number of non-
Hispanic Americans who identify
as multiracial had jumped by 127

rcent over the decade. For peo-
ple wiho identir as Hispanic, the
increase was even higher

The spike sent demographers
serambling. Was the reason sim-
ply that more multiracial babies
were being born? Or that Amer
cans were rethinking their ident

ties? Or had a design change in
this year's census form caused the
swdden, unexpected shift?

The answer, it seems, is all of
the abowe.

Multiracial Americans are still
a relatively small part of the popa-
lation — just 4 percent — but the
increase over the decade was sub-
stantial and, the data shows, often
surprising in its geography. The
number of Americans who identi-
fied as non-Hispanic and mo
than one race jumped to 13.5 mi
lion fromm & million. The largest in
crease in non-Hispankc Ameri-
cans of two or more races was in
Oklahoma, followed by Alaska
and Arkansas.

Americans who were mixed
race recorded a wide range of
identities. People who identified
themselves as both white and
Asian made up about 18 percent of
the total number of non-Hispanic
multiracial Americans in 2020,
Those who reported their race as
both white and Black accounted
for 20.5 percent, Americans who
were both white and Mative Amer-
ican were 26 percent of the total,

Continued on Page A6

G.O.P. Shifts on Climate, but Not on Fossil Fuels

By LISA FRIEDMAN
and CORAL DAVENPORT

WASHINGTON — After a dec-
ade of disputing the existence of
climate change, many leading Re-
puhblicans are shifting their pos-
ture amid deadly heat waves, dewv-
astating drought and ferocious
wildfires that have bludgeoned
their districts and unnerved their
constituents back home.

Members of Congress who long
insisted that the climate
ing because of natural cy
notably adjusted that view, with
many  now  acknowledging  the
=olid science that emissions from
burning oil, gas and coal have
raised Earth’s temperature.

But their growing acceptance of
the reality of climate change has

Extrermme Weather Leads
the Party to Change,
Ever So Slightly

not translated into support for the
one strategy that scientists said in
Nations report this

Instead, Repuhhcans want o
spend billions to prepare commo-
nities  to cope with extreme
weather, but are trying to block ef-
forts by Democrats to cut the
emissions that are fueling the dis-
asters in the first place.

Pacific Northwest Buckles in the Heat

Michael Silva, a firefighter in Portland, Ore., assisted a homeless woman on Thursday, Page Al

Dozens of Republicans in the
House and Senate aid in recent
interviews that quickly switching
to wind, solar and other clean en-
ergy will damage an economy that
has been underpinned by fossil fu-
«els for more than a century.

“I"m not doing anything to raise
the cost of living for American
families." said Senator Rick Scott
of Florida, where climate-fueled
disasters have cost the state more
than 100 billion over the past dec-
ade, according to estimates from
the federal government.

M Scott said e wants to ad-
dress climate change, but “you
can't do it where you're killing
johs™

IU's a message supported by
polling that shows Republican

Continued on Page A l4
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In Rural America, Killings by Police Are Often Met With Silence

By ALYSIA SANTO
and B.G. DUNLOP

PIPPA PASSES, Kv. — The man
known all his life as Doughboy
had been running from the state
police for months: scrambling
down a creek bed, flooring it out of
a gas station, visiting his children
at 2 a.m. when he thought troopers
wouldn't be lurking,.

Christopher Jacobs, 28,

had

been charged with manufacturing
methamphetamine. He couldn't
bear to go back to jail, he told his
family, but he also feared the po-
lice would shoot him — even
though he had been childhood
friends with officers now patrol-
ling this remote stretch of eastern
Kentucky.

So when a state rooper and a
sherifll’s deputy — brothers —
pulled into the Jacobs' driveway

Rarely Prosecuted and
Rarely Protested

2017, Mr. Jacobs's first move was
v crawl under a mobile home and
hide, police records show.

His second was to start velling,
“Don't kill me!" He jumped into
his Chevrolet Impala and tried o

officers fired Tasers as he strug-
gled to start the car. Then he
rammed an emply police cruiser,

Leo Slone, a trooper who had
Brown up with Mo Jacobs and
once helped save his life after a
drug overdose, shot him three
times. Mr. Jacobs died at the
scene.

As police shootings have be-
come a flash point in US. cities,
The Marshall Project and the Ken-

OVER 15 CITIES SLIP
OUT OF THE GRASP
OF AFGHAN FORCES

America’s Credibility

Sustains a Blow

By STEVEN ERLANGER

BRUSSELS — Afghanistans
rapid unraveling is already rais-
ing grumblings about American
credibility, compounding  the
wounds of the Trump years and
reinforcing the idea that Ameri-
ca's backing for its allies is not un-
limired.

The Taliban’s lightning advance
COMES al a moment when many
Europe and Asia had hoped that
President Biden would reestab.
lish America’s firm presence in in
ternational affairs, especially as
China and Russia angle to extend
their influence. Now, America’s re-
treat is bound 1o sow doubts,

“When Biden says ‘America is
back, many people will say, “Yes,
America saicd
Frangois Heishourg, a French de-
fense analyst.

“Few will gang upon the ULS. for
Im'\:ll._u stopping a failed enter-
prise” he said. “Most peopl
would say it shoukd have hap-
pened a long tme ago.” But in the
lomger term, he added, “the notion
that wou cannot count on the
Amerncans will strike deeper
roots because of Afghanistan,

The United States has been
pulling back from military en-
gagements abroad since Pres
dent Obama, he noted, and under
President Trump, “we had to pre-
pare for a 1.5, no longer willing to
assume the burden of unlimited li-
ability alliances.”

That hesitation will now be felt
all the more strongly amaongs coun-
tries in play in the world, like Tai-
wan, Ukraine, the Philippines and
Indonesia, which can only please
China and Russia, analysts sug-
mest

“What made the LS. strong,
powerful and rich was that firom
1918 through 1991 and beyond, ev-
erybody knew we could depend
on the LS. to defend and stand up
for the free world,” said Tom Ta-
gendhat, chairman of the British
Parliament's  Foreign  Affairs
Committee.

“The sudden withdrawal from
Adghanistan after 20 years and so
much investment in lives and ef-
fort will see allies and potential al-
lies around the world wondering
whether they have to decide be-

Continued on Page A7

Quick Collapse After
ULS. Spent Billions

This article is by Thomas Gib-
Bons-Neff, Fahim Abed and Sharif
Huassumn.

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan —
The surrenders seem to be hap-
pening as fast as the Taliban can
travel.

In the past several days, the Af-
ghan security forces hawve col-
lapsed in more than 15 cities under
the pressure of a Taliban advance
that began in May. On Friday, offi-
cials confirmed that those includ-
ed two of the country's most im-
portant provincial capitals: Kan-
dabar and Herat.

The swift offensive has resulted
in mass surrenders, captured heli-
copters and millens of dollars of
American-supplied  equipment
paraded by the Taliban on grainy
celiphone videos. In some cities,
heavy fighting had been under-
way for weeks on their outskices,
but the Taliban ultimately over-
ook their defensive lines and then
walked in with little or no resist-
ance.

This implosion comes despite
the United States having poured
more than 583 billion in weapons,
equipment and training into the
country's security forces over two

es,

ding the Afghan security
apparatus was one of the key
parts of the Obama administra-
tion's strategy as it sought to find
a way to hand over security and
leave nearly a decade ago. These
efforts produced an army mod-
eled in the image of the United
States” military, an Afghan institu-
tion that was supposed te outlast
the American war

But it will likely be gone before
the United States is.

While the future of Afghanistan
SEEMS mMore and maore uncertain,
one thing becoming exceed-
ingly clear: The United States® 20-
vear endeavor to rebuild Afghani-
stan's military into a robust and
independent fighting force has
failed, and that failure is now play-
ing out in real time as the country
slips invo Taliban control.

How the Afghan military came
o disintegrate first became ap-
parent not last week but months

0 in an accumulation of losses
that started even before President

Continued on Page AS

Swapping Friday Night Lights
For Potential Saturday Riches

By JERE LONGMAN
and ALANIS THAMES

Quarterback Quinn Ewers of
Southlake, Texas, was expected 1o
lead his city’s storied high school
team this fall in its quest for an-
other state championship as the
nation’s top football prospect.

Instead, on Aug. 2, Ewers an-
nounced that be would graduate
early, skip his senior season at
Carroll High School and enroll at
Ohio State o pursue the starting
quarterback job there and poten-
tially hundreds of thousands of
dollars in endorsement deals that
N.C.A A, athletes are now free 1o
negotiae.

Ewers, 18, said on Twitter that
he was motivated, in part, by frus-
tration over a new Texas law rhat
prevents high school  athletes
from signing similar agreements.

Another high school athlet
Mikey Williams, a 17-year-old bas-
kethall star in Morth Carolina with
more than three million followers
on Instagram, signed in July with
a management and marketing
con to secure endorsement
dieals, He plans to play this season

Quinn Ewers is starting college
early o cazh in on his renown.

not bound by rules governing high
school sports in Morth Carolina.
Excel Sports Management, which
represents Williams, told ESPM
that it expects the business ar-
rangement will earn millions of
dollars for the teenager, whao is not
eligible for the M.B.A. draft until
2024.

on Hemp Patch Rosd on Now 1. flee.

There was a scuffle, and the

Continwed on Page ALF

for an independent team that is

Cortinued on Page B8
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Starry Mights Turn Smolky

Spectacular views of the night sky in
the Mountain West are being spoiled
fires hundreds of miles away. PAGE

Mo Impeachment for Cuomo
The leader of the New York State As-

sembly said its inguiry of Gov. Andrew

M. Cuomo would cease. PAGE
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An Omen From Si
The town of Floridia may have hit 124
degrees Fahrenheit this week, offering
Italy and the entire Mediterranean a
preview of things to come. PAGE A4

It's a Novel, and ‘It's All Me”
Lale Gul's account of a young woman
breaking with her conservative Mushim
culture is a best seller in the Nether-
lands, The Saturday Profile. PAGE A9

Doubts Over Saudi Reforms
The kingdom, which announced
changes, still sentenced a teenager to
death for a robbery and killing, despite
claims of a forced confession.  PAGE AS

by
AlS

Al

BUSINESS BL-5
A Terrible Time for Savers

In an upside-down world of financial
markets, expected returns after inflation
are at record lows, The choloe for those
saving for the future is stark. PAGE BI

Paying More for a Cup of Joe
Climate shocks in Brazil and shipping
Bottlenecks have pushed the price of
coffee beans sharply higher PAGE Bl

OBITUARIES AT
Grammy-Winning Follk Artist

In & career that spanned five decades,
Manci Griffith, 68, was praised for her
thoughtful narrative songs. PAGE AIT

SPORTS B6.B

A Sequel of Sorts

A “Field of Dreams" game in lowa was
full of nostalgia. And the meeting be-
tween the Yankees and the White Sox

created memories of its own. PAGE BA
OPINION Al8-18
Jamelle Bouie PAGE AlLS

ARTS C1-6
Hunter Biden’s Art Up for Sale

Works by the president's son are being
offered for as much as $500,000 eac
his art dealer sald they would follow
ethics guidelines that the Biden admin-
istration developed. PAGE C1

A Rapper's New Lust for Life
Bobby Shmurda, released after nearly
seven years in prison an conspiracy
charges, is carefully yet energetically
plotting a comeback. PAGEC1
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[LAUSD
requires

shots for
teachers

The order to get
wvaccinated by Oct. 15
extends to volunteers,
staff and contractors.

By HowarD BLUME
AND MeLISSA GOMEZ

All employees in the Los
Angeles Unified School Dis-
trict must be wvaccinated
against COWVID-18 by Oct. 15,
interim Supt. Megan Reilly
announced Friday — an or-
der that puts it at the fore-
front of school systems
across the country that are
mandating strict corona-
virus safety measures for
employees and students.

The order is intended to
provide e defense
against the surging Delta
wvariant as anxiety runs high
among many parents and
employees over bringing
some 465,000 students in
kindergarten through 1Z2th
grade and more than 75,000
stalf back to campus on
Monday for the new aca-
demic year.

The L.A. Unified require-
ment — endorsed by the
teachers union — is sweep-
ing in its impact, applying to
outside contractors and par-
ent volunteers as well as em-
ployees.

“As part of the Los Ange-
les Trnified School District's
efforts to provide the safest
possible environment in
which to learn and work., all
district employees will be re-
qguired to be fully vaccinated
against COVID-19 by Oect

[See LAUSD, AT]

Parents object to
school mask rules

Protests come as virus
cases rise. CALIFORNLA, Bl

@ 2021
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AFP/Gety Images

SOLDIERS CHECK Afghan nationals av a crossing point in Chaman, Pakistan, on Friday. President Biden's
decision to end the two-decade U.S. campaign in Afghanistan has allowed the Taliban to reassert its power.

Will leaving Afghanistan
hurt Biden politically?

Most Americans back withdrawal, but the exit is proving ugly

By BELl STOKOLS,
TRACY WILEINSON
AND JANET HOOK

WASHINGTON — As Af-
ghanistan's provincial capi-
tals fell in astonishingly rap-
id order to the Taliban this
week, President Biden made
it clear he has no regrets for
withdrawing American
forces from the country after
two decades. A politician
known for his deep reserve of

empathy, Biden has offered
surprisingly little solace to
the Afghan people: “They we
got to fight for themselves,™
he said Tuesday.

There is no doubt that
Biden's decision is rooted in
deep personal conviction —
and a ealculation that
Americans no longer see
a rationale for continuing
“the foreverwar” to stabilize
Afghanistan’s Medgling
democracy. Newertheless,
ending the two-decade U.S

campaign has allowed the
Taliban to reassert its power
with an onslaught far more
swift than what Biden pre-
dicted just last month — a
devastating denouement
that could put the president
in political peril.

“This is not going to end
well,” said Chuck Hagel, a
former Republican senator
and a Defense secretary
under President Obama. He
praised Biden's “courage”
for making a firmm decision,

calling it "the right thing to
do,” but predicted there
would be political conse-
quEnces.

“Very likely Kabul will fall
and he will be seen, moving
right into the next election,
as the president who wasted
20 years, pulled Americans
out and lost Afghanistan, ™
Hagel said.

Biden has longargued for
bringing the conflict to an
end, an exit that eluded his

[Soe Biden, Ad]

Parnicx T. PALLON For The Times

LOS ANGELES Archbishop José H. Gomes is the
public face of a campaign that could deny the
Eucharist to politicians who back abortion rights,

L..A. archbishop’s
Biden stance opens
a rift in the church

Some oppose effort to
deny Communion to
the nation’s second
Catholic president.
By MarRisa GERBER

“Brothers,” Los Angeles
Archbishop José H, Gdmez
addressed his colleagues,
“beforewe come to the end of
our meeting, I have an an-
nouncement to make."

It was the middle of Mo-
wvember, two weeks after Joe
Bidenwas elected president,
marking only the second
time that a Roman Catholic
was headed to the White
House. And the U.8. Confer-
ence of Catholic bishops had
gathered wvirtually for a
meeting amid a growing
push by conservative bish-

ops Lowithhold one of Chris-
tianity’s holiest rites from
the man about to oecupy the
COral Office.

“This presents certain
opportunities,” Gdémez, in
his usual soft tone, said of
Biden's election, “but also
certain challenges_*

Gamez, the group's
leader, told the bishops at
the November meeting that
Biden had given them rea-
son to believe he'd support
what the archbishop charac-
terized as “good policies™ on
immigration reform and cli-
mate change. and against
racism and the death pen-
alty.
But the incoming presi-
dent also had voiced sup-
port for what Gomesz has
described as “"certain poli-
cies that would advance
moral evils,” chief among

[Sec Gémes, A12]

COVID hospitalization rates
for kids less dire in California

U.S. boom in pediatric
patients is driven by
states such as Florida,
Texas and Georgia.

By EMILY ALPERT REYES
AND RONG-GonNe Lawn IT

Children are being newly
hospitalized for COVID-19 at
a record rate in the United
States, with numbers surg-
ing since the beginning of
July as the Delta variant has
overtaken the nation.

But that national boom
has been driven largely by a
few states, such as Florida,
Texas and Georgia, and the
numbers in California have
been less dire.

While Lthere has been a re-
bound in recent weeks in
California, rates of new hos-
pitalizations for COVID-19
among kids and teens age IT
and yvounger have not
reached the heights as inthe
hardesi-hit paris of the
country. Nor have those
rates surged as high as last
winter.

That's a major difference

from Florida and Texas.
where daily rates of youth
hospitalization for
COVID-8 surpassed their
wintertime peak
California is now report-
ing 18 new hospitalizations &
day among children and
teens, according to the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. That is 10
times worse than just two
months ago but still below
winter levels, when there
were 28 children a day being
newly hospitalized  with
COVID-19,
[See Children, AR]

£S5

latimes.com

AS THE
TALIBAN
STORMS,
ECHOES
OF IRAQ

The return of ULS.
troops to Afghanistan
recalls ongoing fight
against Islamic State.

By TRACY WILKINSON
AND NaBrH BunLos

WASHINGTON — As
the Afghan capital, Kabul,
teetered in the face of a re-
lentless onslaught by Tali-
ban forces, the first contin-
gents of U.S. Marines tasked
with resculng Americans
and others were set to arrive
in Afghanistan owver the
weekend, administration of-
ficials said Friday.

The urgency of the new
mission was underlined by
fierce Taliban advances that
have startled the world as di-
plomats face rising regional
instability and a widening
humanitarian erisis.

By Friday, Taliban fight-
ers, who are seizing U.S.-
funded military eguipment
as they roll. seemingly un-
challenged, across the land-
scape, had captured Af-
ghanistan’s second- and
third-largest cities and most
national territory.

The arrival of 3000
troops will more than double
the number of U.S. forees in
the battered country, after
the long-promised with-
drawal to end America’s
longest war was scheduled
toconclude by September.

Analysts said it was pos-
sible the Taliban will wait to
attack Kabul — in part be-
cause of the U.S. presence,
and because the Islamic ex-
tremists can probably lay
slege to, Isolate and starve
the city by cutting off most of
its land exit routes. Unlike
other Afghan cities, Kabul
has an enormous popula-
tion, some 6§ million people,
and has swollen in recent
dayswith those fleeing other
parts of the country.

“We have noted with
great concern the speed
with which they have been
moving and the lack of re-
sistance they have faced.”
Pentagon spokesman John
Kirby said Friday. He said
Habul was not in an “immi-
nent threat environment,”
but the Taliban is “cleariy™
trying to isolate the city.

Pentagon and State De-
partment officials continue
to insist that the U.S. Em-
bassy Is not shutting down
completely. despite the fact
that most employees are
likely to depart., leaving only

[See Redeployment, A4]

In Kandahar,
history repeats
Taliban retakes vhe city
in full-eircle moment. as

Councilman
is accused of

ballot fraud

Isanc Galvan, who won
a Compton City Coun-
cil seat by just one
wobe, is among six peo-
ple facing conspiracy
Counts. CALIFORNLA, Bl

won't proceed
Mew York Assembly
says it will suspernd
impeachment probe
once the governor
resigns. NATION, A8
Weather

Mostly sunmny.

L.A. Basin: 86/68. B8
FPrinted with soy inks on "
partially recycled paper.
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MEL MELCON Los Angeles Times

ON THE GROUND IN GREENVILLE

Times photographer Mel Melcon documents the Dixie fire's aftermath in a
Northern California town where the odor of ash hangs thick. PERSPECTIVES, Az

BUSINESS INSIDI

Virus forces China to close a port terminal; will it cause big delays? A9
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Audio has
new detail
of Ghaisar
pursuit

Officers were told before
fatal chase that he wasn't
suspect in hit-and-rn

By Tom JACKMAN

1.5, Park Police Officers Lucas
Vinyard d Alejandro Amaya
were working their over
shift covering the George Wash-
ington Memaorial Parkway when

southhound GW

after T-30 pu
Parkway at Slaters Lane, | got a
motor wvehicle hit-and-run. .
The striking vehicle is a b'lack
Jeap that has rear-end damage™
Moments later, at 7:34 p.m. on
Nov. 17, 2017, the officers spotted

plate “BLIATN" But the dispatcher

had mew information. “Correc-
tion on all of this,” she tokd Vin-
yard and Amaya. “The black Jeep
left the scene, but he is not the
striking wehicle, The red Toyota
on the scene is the striking vehi-
cle

Ome of the officers acknowl-
edged the correction and repeat-
ed the “BLIAN" license plate they
were now following. “All right,
the dispatcher said, the
reminded, “That's the vehicle that
left the scene, that was struck

“Copy,’ one of the affice
“He's not stopping.”

And so the soon-to-be-fatal
pursuit of Bijan Ghaisar, the 25-
vear-old driver of the Jeep Grand
Cherokee, was launched in Alex-
andria, Va. Twice, facing the offi-
cers' guns, Ghaisar stopped and
then drove off. Then, during a
third stop in a Fairfax County
neighborbood, both officers fired
their weapons at Ghaisar's Jeep as
it slowly moved away from thean,
a Fairfax police video shows, He
was killed.

The newly released recording,
which for the first time reveals
that officers were told at the out-
set that Ghaisar’s Jeep had been

SEE € ISAR ON A2

aid.

Sweeping Taliban closing in on Kabul

AKHTER GULFAMY EPA-EFESHUTTERSTOCK

People stranded at the Pakistani-Afghan border wait to cross at Chaman, Pakistan, where authorities reopened the border after several
days of closures. At the US,. Embassy in Kabul, diplomats began destroying classified docoments on orders from embassy leadership.

Citizens reckon with life under
extremist rule once again

By ALEx HorToN
ann Ezzarviian MEnrpan

MAZAR-E SHARIF, AFGHANI-
STAN — The Talihan's eves and
ears areeverywhere, the teachers
learned last month.

One woman lifted her burga
and bared er face for just a
monvent, said Mah Jan, an eduoca-
tor in the northern Balkh prov-
ince. Soon after, another col-
league glanced at her ph

Then came a message from the
Taliban, delivered through a lo-
cal elder. If they committed the

same infractions again, the mili-
tants warned, “we will take you
away and nobody can save youw,”
recalled Mah Jan, who declined
to provide a last name out of fear
of retribution.

As the Taliban captures city
after city at a remarkable pac
Afghan forces are surrenderi
en masse, heightening fears of
ronment collapse and leavi
s to reckon with the o
and violent will
h more than a doz-

*E.E TALIEAN ON A10

Specter ol S

aigon haunts

Biden's withdrawal plans

¢ DEYouna

Last month, President Biden
vowed that his decision to pull
American forces out of Afghani-
stan would never end in a repeat
of the infamous helicopter evacu-
the LS. Embassy in
at the ignominious close
nam War, “There's go-
ing to be no circumstance when
you're going to see people being
lifted off the roof” he

But the drama in Afghas
is mow closer to that scenario

than BRidemn might have envi-
sioned, as the president found
himself ordering thousands of
troops back into Kabul to help
evacuate American diplomats
from the bunkered 7.8, Embassy
The country edged toward col-
lapse Friday as senior Afghan
officials and hundreds of gove
ment troops surre
Taliban. The
three key citi
cled the capital, Ka
S -backed gow

peared tenuous.
SEE BIDEN ON A13

dered to the

MASS SURRENDERS
IN GOVERNMENT

ints control half
wincial capitals

EABUL — Senior Afghan officials
and humlreds of Afghan govern-
ment forees in the country’s west
and south surrendered to the T:\ li-
ban on Friday after the £
overran three key cities, mrhlux
the country closer to collapse in
the final days of the LS, with-
drawal.

The recent advances by the mil-
itant group, largely achieved with
little resistance from Afghan gov-
ErTIm forces despite years of
U.S. training and support, are iso-
lating the Afghan capital with
snning  speed, increasingly
wenkening the administration of
President Ashraf Ghani, and fur-
ther hastening efforts by the Unit-
ed States and its allies to enhance
security while foreign govern-
ments work to extract embass)
staff and local Afghans who have
assisted the U.S.-led coalition.

In the western city of Herat, an
entire Afgh FIyY COFps Crom-
bled, with hundreds of troops
handing over their weapons tothe
Taliban and others fleeing, ac-
cording to local officials. The sur-
render deal was brokered, they
said, by a group of Taliban leaders
who metwith Afghan government
and security forces at the military
hase where they were holed up
after the city was overrun Thurs-
day.

The province’s governor, intelli-
gence chief, chief of police a
prominent anti-Taliban m k)
leader also resigned their pasts in
exchange for Taliban protection,

SEE AFGHANISTAN ON ALl

Education: Female teens are
“ready to fight™ for their futura. AS

“For what?': Vieterans of the
conflict voice frustration. A9

Allies: A scramble to rescue those
who have assisted the LLS, AL

Moms.
by dis

igle |)ill

1t uncertainty
kes many rethink
rn to the office

1

ey Hearner Lone

Sarah Mordecai just got the
phone call that no parent wants:
Her son was exposed to the
coronavirus at day care. She had
to pick up her two children im-
mediately and prepare to quaran-
time

Morde and her huesband
serambled to swiftly rearrange
their schedules to be home with
their two kids, ages 1 and 3, They
waorry the entire rest of the year
could be a series of emergencies
like this where the kids get ex-
posed and the whole family is
back on lockdown,

“We were starting to breathe a
sigh of relief. Now we're hack to
panicking” said Mordecai, who
works for a health insurer in
Little Rock. “Given the low vacci-
nation rate in our area, | can't see

nis hit hardest

s 1o schools. day cares

oy it doesn't happen again™
Panic ng in among
America’s 46 million parents of
children under 12 as plans for
in-person day care and schooling
are getting disrupted yet again
from he rise of the highly tran:
ible delta variant of the coro-
n o not
tend to face the worst complica-
tions from the virus, they do get
sick and spread the virus, which
can close down camps, school
and day care for weeks. All of this
is happening just as many em-
ployers are demanding workers
return to the office.
When children have
home, the burden
on oS, Some econ o
warning the United States may be
on the verge of & massive second
wave of women dropping out of
the labor force if the delta variant
of the coronavirus is not stopped.
“1 really do worry this will lead
o a second wave of women
leaving the labor force” said
economist Alicia Sasser Modesti-
no, an associate [wofel:mr at
Mortheastern Uni sity. “For the
SEE WORKING MOMS ON AT

Fear and hope in an Arkansas pediatric 1CU

As delta surges. some exper

fear the most dangerous moment for children has

WECHAEL 5. WILLIAMSC, THE WASHINGTON FOST

Sarah Wilson comforts her 10-year-old son, Paxton, as he rests in his bed banling covid-19 in
Conway, Ark., on Aug. & The entire family of four has covid, and Paxton’s brother was hospitalized.

rived

July 1 when she could no longer
smell her unche’s cologne.

. Caia Alexx Morris, 13, had been
on llu.' r_'um.]l t("r ing

bers Jvlu:t ot the overpower-
ing scent, it hit her that she had
no idea what they were tal
about. She had no other sy
toms at the time. But two days
later. she was diagnosed with
wovid-19 and on a ventilator, and
has been in intensive care ever

irty-four days” her mother
Amzt Morris I'I.'ﬂL'l.‘lL'll last week
i L bedside  at

Arkansas Hospital.
&16 hours, 48960 minutes. And
counting. “Thiz is a nightmare™

Outside Room No. 5 on the
third floor, where Caia lay with a
stuffed frog in one hand and a
stuffed seal in the oth

SEE

Boosters: COC backs third dosas
for the immunocompromised. A6
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Renovation reflections
Delays related to the pandemic
have given homeoswnars

time to refine their choices.

THE ECONOMY

Deloy's bonds guestioned
The postmaster general bought
from a firmwihose partner chairs
the USPS governing board. A15

THE NATION

Budget resistance

Nine House Democrats say they
WOt vota Tor & badget until & Key
infrastructure bill clears. A2
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Review alleges racial bias
Black and Hispanic instructors
recaied lower average scores than
White colleagues, a study sayws. Bl
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$200

espectaculos
Con Madres,

el musical regresa
a la escena comercial

Lo protagonizan Florencia Otero, Viviana
Puerta, Paula Kohan v Sabrina Garciarena.

Florencia |

Bl &

Sabrina
Garciarena h

cultura

Propuestas para regalaren el Diadel
Nifio, quevan del comicy el libroilustrado
ala poesia y novela, con precios que no
superan el de unvideojuego. Pagina 32

QUINCE LIBROS PARA DIiA ESPECIAL PARA
PEQUENOS LECTORES MESSI: LO PRESENTAN
DE TODAS LAS EDADES EN EL ESTADIO DEL PSG

deportes

Sevendieron ya cercade un millén de
camisetas con el nimero 30; el erack, que
najugard, estard hoy en lacancha parasu
primera gran ovacion. Pagina2
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Fernandez responsabilizo a
su pareja por el festejo y hay
una fuerte convulsion interna

panDEMIA. “Lamento gque haya ocurrido”, dijo el Presidente; malestar en el Kirchnerismo

Golpeado y después de dos dias de
silencioen los que se intentd negar
el escindalo, el presidente Alberto
Ferndndez responsabilizéa Fabiola
Yafiez por el festejo de cumpleafios
juntocon nueveamigosell4dejulio
de 2020, cuando regia en el pais el
aislamientoobligatorio porelavan-
ce del coronavirus y las reuniones
privadas estaban prohibidas.

“Nunca ocultamosnada, hicimos
piblicoquiénes fuerona Olivos. Yel
14 dejulio, diadel cumpleafios de mi
querida Fabiola, ella convocd auna
reunicn, un brindis con amigos que
no debid haberse hecho. Lamento
que haya ocurrido”, arguments el
Presidente en un acto en la cindad
de Olavarria.

Antesdesuexplicacion, el jefede
Gabinete, Santiago Cafiero, reco-
nocid “el descuido™ y fue el primer
funcionario en validar la imagen
del cumpleafios de la primera da-
ma en plena cuarentena. La esca-
lada del escindalo abrid un nuevo
focode conflictoen el oficialismo. EL
kirchnerismo cuestioné “a los que
estin al lado del Presidente” y dejé
la defensa oficial en manos de los
hombres de mas confianza de Fer-
néandez. Piginal8

Otro cepo
oficial al
dolar volvio
a empujar
el blue

CAMBIO. Subit $2,5v
cerro a $182; parte del
mercado se paralizé tras
la nueva restriccion

Un nuevo cepo al délar, esta vez
sobre el financiero, volvid a ge-
nerar desconcierto entre inver-
sores, paralizé parte de la ope-
ratoria en el mercado e impulsé
la cotizacidn del blue, que subid
$2,5y sevendio ayer a $182,

ElBancoCentral (BCRA) anun-
cié anteanoche nuevas medidas
defensivas para ralentizar laven-
tadeddlaresatravés del contado
conliquidacién (CCL)decaraalas
elecciones. Lainiciativa paralizé
laoperatoriadelassociedadesde
bolsa. La incertidumbre, en tan-
to, produjo un recalentamiento
del paraleloluego de semanasde
calma. Pagina 26

Imparable
avance de los

talibanes en
Afganistin
OFENSIVA. KABUL(AFP)~Los

talibanescasihabianllegadoalas
puertas de Kabul ayer, el objetivo

El kirchnerismo lo dejé final de su imparable avance en
caer en soledad Afganistan,dedondenumerosos
3 : . 3 ; . . i Estados Unid
Damidn Nabot 6 El 14 de julio, dia del cumpleanos de mi P racuarin a sus diplomaticosy
agina ] o abhicl: a O OV« a T e cindadanos. En cuestion de dias,
S querida Fabiola, ella convoco a una reunion, un 2 e i o
E zacion cep ta-l” 1 is cc a 100s 1€ M abidd haberse saccho” A trolde lamayoria del pais y losin-
el“error” y el "descuido brindis con amigos que no debio haberse hecho S | e e o oot
Santiago Dapelo £ de las capitales de provincia, la
Pagina 20 3 mayor parte toradas entan solo
una semana. Pagina 16
1 = s -~ ADN DEL CRIMEN
Penuncmn que Clima extremo. Julio fue el mes mas
a zona rural de A : Walter Bento
Pergamino es calido registrado hasta hoy en el mundo el juez
aerra de nadle WASHINGTON (AP).~ Incendios  tracién Oceanica y Atmosférica mas caluroso del afio, pero julio dE‘ 105
B N imparables en Grecia, California  de Estados Unidos (NOAA): el  de2021fueel mes mascalurosoja- ill
DELITO. Productores dicen v hasta en Siberia. Sl quedaba mes pasado fue el mas caluroso  mésregistrado”, dijoel director de miulones
que crecen los robos de alguna duda de que julio fue un  enla Tierra desde que existenre- la NOAA, Rick Spinrad, en un co-
cables v los ataques a las mes de fenémenos climaticos  gistros. municadode prensa dondesedioa Gustavo Carabajal
casas de los CAMPOS. Pagina 28 extremos, la despejd la Adminis- “Julio es habitualmente el mes conocer el informe. Pagina14 Pagina 40
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Jueces revisaron uno a uno los documentos presentados como evidencia

Tribunal tuvo que rehacer los
calculos para condenar a 0GD

®Fue a causa del trabajo @ Varias de las pruebas @ Fiscal del caso dice que
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Hace 11 aios UH y Telefuturo desnudaron el
uema de corrupcion del clan Gonzalez Daher

Abdo pnsibiona a kbl papa Francisco ' Mas de 1 millon congera | cowmn | courms
Hugo Velazquez  dio su bendicion | ya recibieron las

einsinia que | apostélicapara | dosdosisdela | o | ‘“—‘3"_“'”'
seria su sucesor  los paraguayos  vacuna anti-Covid ﬁ m '

g;;,:n_lgi'fﬁ VOR0.000
Impide la llegada de los insumos necesarios para la siembra Estudio del Celag sobre panorama politico y social en Paraguay
El paro de los camioneros amenaza | Informe dice que 76% de las personas
inicio de campaiia sojera 2021-2022 | cree en el origen corrupto de riquezas
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Aux portes de Kaboul, les
alibans défient TAmérique

Galvanisés par la reconquéte de leur fief de Kandahar, les «étudiants en religion » poursuivaient
vendredi leur progression implacable en Afghanistan et se trouvaient a 50 km de la capitale.

Apreés avolr repris Kandahar,
les talibans poursuivaient,
vendredi, leur implacable
progression en Afghanistan,
d'oir les Etats-Unis et le
Rovaume-Uni vont évacuer

SUrges se sont emparés ven
dredi de la ville de
Pul-e Alam, capitale de la
provinee du Logar, situde 4
seulement 50 Kilometres au
sud de Kaboul, et controlent

afghanes, toutes tombées en
seulement huit  jours. [ls
avajenl pris  auparavant
Lachkargah, capitale de la
provinee du Helmand, dans le
sud du pays, quelques heures

en catastrophe leurs ressor-

tissants et diplomates. Les in des

désormais prés de la moitie
capitales

provinciales  dahar, la deuxieme

Ehommage et le recuei
du peére Ol

vier Mzur

apres avoir fait tomber Kan-

d'Afghanistan, située 150 km
plus a 1'est. Les Emrs—l]nj;
ont din se résoudre a 'envol
de renforts 4 "adroport de
Kaboul pour protéger les ope
rations d'évacuation, encore
qualifiées de partielles, de
leur ambassade.

- L'AMERIQUE SIDEREE
PAR L'AMPLEUR DE SA DEFAITE
EN AFGHANISTAN

» UN CREVE-CEUR
POUR L BUNDESWEHR
ET UN ECHEC COLLECTIF
POUR L'ALLEMAGNE
PAGES S, 7ET LEDITORIAL

Pres de 800 personnes se sont réunies dans ka basiligue Saint Louis- Marie Grignion de Montfort pour dire adieu

au pritre tue lundi dernier. PAGES 2 3ET2

E EDITOR].AL par Patrick Saint-Paul psaint paul@lefigaro fr

Déshonneur

oe Biden avait le choix entre «la
guerre et le déshonneur =, Il a choisi le
déshonneur et il aura la défaite! Car
Iissue de cette guerre ne fait avcun
doute, face 4 la foudroyante avancdés
des talibans, Munich, 1938, Saigon, 1975...
Lhistoire ne mangue pas de legons que
I"Oceident avait jurdé de retenir. El pour-
tant, vingt ans apres les attentats du 11 sep-
temibre 2001 - déclencheurs de la guerre
des Etats-Unis et de ses alliés en Afghanis-
tan -, le monde sera revenu au polnt 2éro
dans le « rovaume de I'insolence = lorsqgu’il
commemorera ce triste anniversaire.
Le choix d’abandonner I"Afghanistan aux
mains des sinistres « ctudiants en religion =
était celul de Donald Trump. L'ex-prési
dent vouilait porter 4 son crédit d’avolr mis
un terme & la plus longue guerre des Etats-
Unis, qui a cofité la vie & 2450 soldats ame
ricains, et d’avoir ramend les «boys» a la
maison. 5'il avait écouté Churchill, Biden
serait revenu sur oe choix, en maintenant -
a minima - une composante acrienne pour
appuver les forees afghanes, Au lieu de cela,
il les a abandonnées en rase campagne.
Toute honte bue, il appelle au secours Pékin

el Moscou pour raisonner les talibans, Gal
vanises par la reconquéte de Kandahar, fief
du mellah Omar, ces dernders ont déja lanceé
I"assaut sur Kaboul.
Se présentant comme le «champion de la
démocratie», annongant le retour de
I' Amérique, Biden avait promis d'enrayer Ia
montée en puissance du modéle autoritaire
chinois, La débandade a commence 4 Ka-
Boul, prise de panigue et ol Biden laisse
s'eteindre les dernié-

Une défaite res lweurs de liberté.

. Sa présidence sera
annom;ee hantée par la valeur
pD'Llr Blderl de cet exemple. Les

fCTﬂmL‘?i retourneront
sans nul doute & leur condition movenigeu
se, Endépit de leurs promesses, déja trahies
en partie, rien ne garantit que le pays des
talibans ne redeviendra pas un havre pour
le terrorisme international. Vingt ans de
guerre se solderont par une double défaite
geostrategique. Partout dans le monde les
djihadistes seront enflammes par I'aveu de
faiblesse américain. Et la Chine comme la
Russie ne manquercont pas de s'engouffrer
dans ce vide laissé par I'Amérique. B
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Comment

- w
le président
tunisien
tente de
marginaliser

.

le parti
islamiste
Trois semaines APTés SOn coup
de force, Kalis Saled semble
solidement installé aux com-
mandes du pays avec le sou-
tien de la police, de 'armée,
de "administration et de la
population. En s"emparant du
pouvair, le chef de I'Etat a mis
sur la touche le parti Ennah
dha de Rached Ghannouchi,
qui pilotait depuis dix ans une

révolution qu'il incarnait.
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Agunman whokilled his motherand
four passersby, including a three-
vear-old girl, had his firearms licence
revaked in December, but police rein-
stated it last month after heattended
an angi—\r 'I'I'IHI"I.'{E';F‘I'I'IFTI' course,

Police will face an investigation
over their dealings with Jake Davi
son, 22, who expressed sympathy
for the “incel™ movement and a keen
interest in mass shootings. One res-
ident from Flymouth, where the
killing spree took place, said Davi-
som’s family had sought treatment
for his mental health issues,

Detectives are also facing ques-
tions over the decision to treat the
attack - which was Britain’s worst
mass shooting in over a decade - as
adomesticincident rather than ater-
ror attack. Yesterday evening sources
said the main motives under investi-
gation were a hatred of women and
mental heath issues,

As well as his mother, Maxine,
51, Davison’s victims were named
vesterday as Lee Martyn, 43, and
his three-year-old daughter Sophie
Martyn, whom heis believed to have
adopted, and Stephen Washington,
59, and Kate Shepherd, 66.

Devan and Cornwall police sus-
pended Davison’s Arearms licence

in December last yearoe
over concerns about his

610_u4877

Inside Profile of a killer Page 4
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A Lee Martyn

and daughter
Sophie were
killed. Left,
Davison's
mother, Maxine,
was also a victim
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UK anger at US
‘mistake’ on
pulling out of
Afghanistan

Biden's decision to
withdraw troops could
lead to failed state and
return of al-Qaida,

warns defence secretary
News Page2 —

Treasury
accused of
‘blocking
green policies’

Expertswarn that
scrapping orwatering
down plans threatens
UK's hopes for net zero
carbon emissions
News Page 12 -



