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What’
News

Business & Finance

pple plans to intro-

duce new iPhone soft-
ware that is designed to
identify and report collec-
tions of sexually exploit-
ative images of children. Al
+ Exxon is considering a
pledge to reduce its net
emissions to zero by 2050,
in what would amount to a
significant strategic shift. A1
#+ Nearly three dozen of the
nation’s most influential busi-
ness are calling on the
Biden administration to re-
start negotiations with China
and cut tariffs on imports. A2
+ ViacomCBS said it added
6.5 million streaming subscrib-
ers across its platforms in the
second gquarter and unwveiled a
distribution partmership with
Comecast’s Sky TV unit, BL
#+ Qualcomm offered to
buy Veoneer for $4.6 billion,
moving to outhid Magna
International for the auto-
technology company. Bl
# The U.S. is enlisting the
help of tech firms, includ-
ing Amazon, Microsoft and
Google, to bolster the country’s

critical infrastructure defenses

against cyber threats. B4
+ The S&P 500 and
rose 0.6% and 0.8%, respec-
tively, to close at records.
The Dow gained 0.8%. Bl11

+ Robinhood shares fell 28%,
after a filing with the SEC in-
dicated that early investors in
the firm can sell up to about 98
million shares owver time. B11
* Grill maker Weber's shares
rose 18% in their first day of
trading to close at $16.50. B3

# Penn National Gaming
agreed to acquire Score Me-
dia for about $2 billion. B3

World- Wide
— .

+ Congress’s nonpartisan
scorekeeper found that the
roughly $1 trillion infrastruc-
ture bill would widen the
budget deficit by $256 bil-
lion over 10 vears, counter-
ing negotiators” claims that
the cost of the legislation
was coverad by new revenue
and savings measures. Al

+ Biden made dual moves
to reduce greenhouse-gas
emissions, imposi
fuel-efficiency standards
on auto makers and chal-
lenging them to drastically
ramp up sales of electric
wvehicles by 2030, A2

boosters by early September
that would lay out when and
which vaccinated individu-
als should get them. AS

+ Officials in the New York
state Assembly said their im-
peachment investigation of
Gow. Cuomo is nearing com-
pletion and set an Aug. 13
deadline for him to submit
evidence in his defense. A4

# The Justice Department
launched a broad ciwil-
rights investigation into
the practices of the Phoe-
nix Police Department. A4

+ Ten Republican senators
hawve signed on as co-spon-
sors of a bipartisan bill to
repeal the 1991 and 2002
authorizations for use of
military force in Irag. Ad

+ Ebrahim Raisi was sworn
in as Irmn's president, bring-
ing all branches of power
in the country under the
control of hard-liners. A6
# Died: Richard Trumka,
72, AFL-CIO president. A3
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Fire Destroys Heart of California Town as Residents Flee

DEVASTATED STREETS: Nearly all of the downtown area in Greenville, Calif.,, was left destroyed Thursday after the Dixie Fire

raged through the town overnight. The town's pop

1 of

PpT

y B00 was ordered to evacuate just hours before. A3

Apple Plans iPhone Software
To Report Child-Abuse Images

Company says change
will protect minors
from predators; critics
fear privacy intrusion

By RoserT McMimLLaN

Apple Inc. plans ©o intro-
duce new iPhone software de-
signed to identify and report
collections of sexually exploit-
artive images of children, aim-
ing to bridge the yearslong di-
vide between the company’s
pledge to protect customer
privacy and law enforcement’s

desire to learn of illegal activ-
ity happening on the device.
The software, slated for re-
lease in an update for U.S. us-
ers later this year, is part of a
series of changes Apple is pre-
paring for the iPhone to pro-
tect children from sexual pred-

ators, the company said
Thursday.
Apple, which has built

much of its brand image in re-
cent years on promises to
safeguard users' privacy. said
that its new software will fur-
ther enhance those protec-
tions by avoiding any need for
widespread scanning of im-

apges on the company’s servers,
something that Apple cur-
rently doesn't perform.

After news of Apple’s plans
leaked out Wednesday, critics
said they worried that by
building software that can flag
illegal content belonging to its
users, Apple might be softening
its stance on how it protects
user data wia encryption—a
source of growing contention
between the technology giant
and law-enforcement organiza-
tions ower the past decade.

Apple’s system will use new
technigques in cryprography
and artificial intelligence to

identify child sexual abuse ma-
terial when it is stored using
iCloud Photos, the company
said. Using software that runs
on both the iPhone and Ap-
ple's cloud, Apple will detect
whether images on the device
match a known database of
these illegal images. If a cer-
tain number of them—Apple
declined to say exactly how
many—are uploaded to iCloud
Photos, Apple will review the
images. If they are found to be
illegal, Apple said it would re-
port them to the National Cen-
rer for Missing and Exploited

Pleaserurmropage A7

Spending
Program
Widens
Deficit,
CBO Says

Analysis of proposed
infrastructure plan
differs from arithmetic
of bipartisan framers

By ANDREW DUEHREN

WASHINGTON —Congress’s
nonpartisan scorekeeper found
that the roughly $1 trillion in-
frastructure bill would widen
the budget deficit by $256 bil-
lion over 10 years, countering
negotiators” claims that the
cost of the legislation was cowv-
ered by new revenue and sav-
ings measures,

The score was released as
the Senate advanced amend-
ments for the bill this week
and didn't create any immedi-
ate obstacles to final passage
of President Biden's economic
agenda.

Members of the bipartisan
group that negotiated the in-
frastructure bill, which would
provide roughly $550 billion
in spending above expected
federal lewels, had said they
anticipated that the analysis
from the Congressional Bud-
get Office would differ from
their own. They hawve said that
some of the measures they are
using to cover the cost of the
bill. including repurposing
Covid-19 aid, wouldnt count
the same way toward CBO's
official estimate.

Sens. Rob Portman (R,
Ohio) and Kyrsten Sinema (D,
Ariz.), two of the lead negotia-
tors for the package, released

Pleaserurn to page A4

Trade Gap Expands to Record

The U.S. trade deficit hit a seasonally adjusted $75.7 billion in
June, widening to a record as the resurgent American
econamy drove strong demand for foreign-made goods, A2

U.s. monthly trade, and trade deficit, in goods and services
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China’s Corporate Crackdown
Raises Investor Anxiety

Beijing is just getting started in regulatory push, executives say

In recent months, China has blown up
what would have been the world's largest
initial public offering, launched probes into
some of its biggest technology companies,
and wiped out more than $1 trillion in mar-
ket walue while investors scramble for cover.

By Jing Yang, Keith Zhai
and Quentin Webb

There are many signs it isn't over vet.

Investors, analysts and company execu-
tives believe the government is just getting
started in its push to realign the relationship
between private business and the state, with
a goal of ensuring companies do more to

con Valley.,

under Xi Jinping promise serious and often
unpredictable implications for business,
these people say—and keeping foreign inwves-
tors happy isn't a priority.

That means more risk for people who
hawve plowed billions of dollars into China's
fast-growing companies hoping to capitalize
on the only tech industry that can rival S

“This round of governance storm has not

serve the Communist Party's economic, so-

cial and national-security concerns.
The government’s far-reaching ambitions

yvet reached the stage of calming dowrn,”™
Fang Xingdong, a former internet entrepre-
neur and founder of Beijing-based think tank
China Labs. China’s biggest private compa-
nies hawve benefited from years of lax regula-
tory oversight, he said, and it will take a

said

Please turn to page A8

# TikTok competitor's stock slides..._.

Sunny Sport
Goes Dark,
With Snakes

Olympic swim event
asks, “Why do you
seem so scared?’

TOEKYO—The first sign that
all was not sweetness and
light in the sport formerly
known as synchronized swim-
ming was when a chilling
voice blared across the Tolkyo
Agquatic Centre.

By Daniela Hernandez,
Georgi Kantchew
ard Lowise Radnofsky

“Why do you seem SO
scared? All I wanted to do is
play with wou.™

The duet from Austria was
performing to a medley called
“Ewvil Dolls,” which resembled
the haunting tenor of the line
spoken by beckoning twin
girls in “The Shining™: come
play with us.

Like the horror film's hotel,

Pleaseturn to page A8

Exxon Weighs ‘Net-Zero’ Carbon by 2050

By CHRISTOPHER M. NMATTHEWS
Anp EMILY GLAZER

Exxon Mobil Corp. is con-
sidering a pledge to reduce its
net carbon emissions to zero
by 2050, according to people
familiar with the matter, in
what would amount to a sig-
nificant strategic shift by the

oil company.

In March 2020, Exxon Chief
Executive Darren Woods de-
scribed ambitious carbon-re-
duction targets made by some
European rivals as nothing
more than a “beauty competi-
tion," saying the pledges lacked
tangible plans to achieve them.

Mr. Woods and others on

Exxon’s board are now giving
the same idea serious debate,
the people said. Mr. Woods is
facing pressure from investors
to demonstrate a bolder path
to reducing emissions.
Following a bruising proxy
fight this year, an activist hedge
fund elected three new mem-
bers to the company’s board.

The Irving, Texas, company
hasn't made a final decision
on a “net-zero” pledge, ac-
cording to the people. It plans
to unweil a series of strategic
mowves on environmental and

Please turn topage A2

# Biden sets fuel-efficiency,
electric-vehicke targets..__. A2

SPACs Set Their Sights
On Emerging Markets

By Mart Wirz

Blank-check companies are
venturing to far-flung locales
such as Brazil, Israel and Tur-
key to find attractive merger
targets these daws.

Special-purpose acquisition
companies, or SPACs, explic-
itly pursuing companies in
Asia, Latin America, Eastern
Europe, the Middle East and
Africa remain a small part of
the owverall market. But they
are growing at a faster clip
than their conventional coun-

terparts, according to The
Wall Street Journal's analysis
of data from SPAC Research.
In the first half of 2021, 60
new SPACs focused on emerg-
ing markets filed documents
with the Securities and Ex-
change Commission, almost
triple the number for all of
2020, according to the analysis.
The number of non-emerging-
market SPACs grew by about
67% to 515 over the period.
The surge coincides with
mounting competition that has
Please turn topage AG
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Gaining currency

Fed research brings crypto closer to
the mainstream —GiLLIAN TETT, PAGE 17

box office —

Attorneys assemble

Johansson’s fight with Disney is pure
INSIDE BUSINESS,

PAGE &

USA 52 50 Canada CSE00

Spoiled brats

Covid exposes the west's damaging

inability to share —ep

\RD LUCE, PAGE &4

Burning issue
Fire and flood
intensify crisis

Aman battles to stop a Turkish power
plant being engulfed by cne of multiple
wildfires that have swept the nation,
While all of Europe has experienced
extreme weather this summer, from
Mooding In the north bo severs heat-
waves and fires, Turkey has been hit by
ts mast Intense blazes on record.
President Recep Tayylp Erdogan has
been criticlsed for the state's response to
the disaster. Sclentists say Turkey's fives
are part of a chaln of extreme weather
events caused by a changing climate,
but Turkey is the only G20 nation to
refuse to ratify the Paris agreement on
clirmate changs.
Erdogan under pressure page &
Big Read page 15
David Pllling page 17

Apple plan to scan iPhone images
raises fears over bulk surveillance

e Software targets child abuse & US rollout planned e Privacy lobbv warns of ‘tectonic’ move

MAGHUMITA HURGIA AND
TIM BRADSHAW LONDON
Apple intends to install seftware an
iPhones sold in the US to scan for child-
abuse imagery, ralsing alarm that the
move could open the door to surveil-
lamce of milHons of personal devices.

Apple detailed its proposal — known
as “neuralMatch™ — to US academics
this week, according to two security
researchers briefed on the virtual meet-
ing. The automated system will alert
human reviewers If It detects poten-
tially illegal imagery, who would then
contact law enforcement if the material
could be verified. The scheme will ini
tially roll outonky in the 175,

The prapesals are Apple’s attempt to
find a compromise between its own
promise to protect users’ privacy and

China's nuclear missile
sllos a challenge for US

The US administration ks being forced
fo reassess a newly asserfive China
that is Increasingly flesing its nudear
muscle, Since June, axparts have
discoversd more than 200 missile silos
that are being bullt in the countny's
rermote diserts. Th nuclear expansion
has been driven by a change In China's.
peopolitical parspective and I
suggests that Beqing will replace s
long-held ‘minimum deterrence’ policy
with 3 new launch on warning’ stanca.
Arms billd-up - PacT s

demands from governments, law
enforcement agencies and child-safety
campalgners for more assistance in
criminal investigations, including iato
terrorism and child pormegrapby.

However, security experts warned
that the move risked enabling govern-
ments arcund the world to seek acoess
to citizens” personal data, potential by far
beyond Apple's ariginal intent.

“It Is an absolutely appalling idea
because it is going to lead to distributed
bulk survelllance of . . . our phones and
laptops,” said Ross Anderson, professor
of security engineer ing at the University
of Cambridge.

Although the system is trained to spot
child abase, it conild be adapted to tanget
any other lmagery or text, for Instance,
terror beheadings or anti-government

slgns At protests, say researchers.
Apple’s move could akso increase pres-
sure on other tech companies to use
simnilar techniques.

“This will break the dam — gowern-
ments will demand it from everyone”
sald Matthew Green, a security profes-
sorat Johns Hopkins Unhersity.

Alec Muffett, a researcher and pri-
wacy campaigner who formerly worked
at Facebook and Deliverss, sald that
Apple's move was “tectonic” and a
“huge and regressive step for individual
privacy”™.

“apple are walking back privacy te
enable1954,” he said,

The tension between tech companies
such as Apple and Facebook, which
have defended their Increasing use of
encryption in products and services,

Apple’s syste
could be adapted
bo target other
imagery or text,
researchers say

and law enforcement has only intensi-
fed since the iPhone maker went to
oourt with the FB1in 2006 over acoess to
a terror suspect’s IPhone after a shoot-
e iy Ban Bernarding, Californka.

Cloud-based photo storage systems
and social networking sites already scan
for child-abuse imagery but that process
becomes more complex when trying to
acoess data stored on a persanal device.,

Apple’s system s bess Invasive in that
the screening is done on the phone, and
“only If there 1s a match Is notification
sent back to those scarching ™, said Alan
Wintdward, a computer seourity profes-
sor at the University of Surrey. “This
decentralised approach is about the best
approach you could adopt if you do go
down this route”

Apple declined to comment.

India seeks to restore forelgn investors’
trust by scrapping retrospective tax

AMY KAZMIN AMD STEFHAMIE FINDLAY
HEW DELHI

Indiateok a step towards repairing Its
damaged bmage as an nvestment desti-
nathon by moving te scrap a re

tive tax that had ensnared compauln:-s
i hud ing Calrn Energy and Vedafons.

The ruling Bharatiya Janata Party intro-
duced a bill in parliament yesterday to
rescind a 2012 tax proviskon that had
allowed Pew Deldhi to impose retrospec
tive taxes onsome foreign investments.

The provision — rushed into law after
HNew Delhi lost a $2.9bn tax battle with
vodafone in the Supreme Court — had
severely damaged the country’s reputa-
tion asa place todo business.

“We think this is an important time
for india to be welcoming of imvest-
ment,” TV Samanathan, Indla’s inance
secretary, sald after the bill was tabled.

“We are very keen to basically get the
economyon a faster growth path.”

India’s economy is reeling from the
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, with
gross domestic product contracting
7.2 per cent last year. Even before the
wirus hit, the ecomomy was In the dol-
drums, with GDP growth slowing for
elght comsacutive quarters.

Mew Delhi's image has been battered
by its battle with Cairn Enengy over the
Scottish group’s 2006 restructuring, in
which it listed its Indian operations on
the Bombay Stock Exchange. In Decem-
rer, an international arbitration tribu-
nal told Mew Delhi to pay Caim $1.7bn as
compensation for the state sefzure amd
sale of a 10 per cent stake in Cairn India
o st against the disputed tax.

New Delhi refused to honour the
award and Calrn last month secured an
order from a French court freezing

Indlan-government cwned property in
Paris as a step towards collecting on its
debt. Cairn akso filed 3 lawsuit in the US
secking to seize state-owned Alr India
aircraft. and said it had identified more
than $70bnof Indian government assets
that itcould sefze in Hew of payment.

Amending the tax code — thereby
sanctioning a refund to Calrn — allows
Mew Delhi to say it has settled the dis-
pute under Indian bw, rather than bow-
ingto an international tribunal,

e are dolmg this under Indin law,™
Somanathan said. “There is a principle
at stake here — it's being done through
Indianstatute.”

Calmsaid it had “noted” the proposed
legislation and was “monitoring the sit-
uation”, Shares in the company soared
as much as 47 per cent before easing
shightly ta close at LEOPD, Up 27.4 per cent
onthe day
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Briefing

» Investors try Lo retrieve China stakes
Groups that poured billions of dollars inte Chinese
mutoring start-ups are exploring howto claw back:
their money after Beijing lannched a crackdown that
will destroy the companies”value.— pase &

= BolE

ls rate rises will be discussed

Ina hawkish shift of stance, the Bank of England has
sabd that “somme modest tightening of monstary

policy is likely to be necessary™

‘over the next two

years to keep inflation under control.— PasE

= SoftBank bets on Housenbold name
The rapld dealmaking pace of SoftBank's secomd
Vision Fund looks set to continue with plans to
Irvest $100m in & fund start ed by Jeff Howsenbold,

one of its former partners.— pase o

» Adidas sales hit by supply-chain issues
|

The world's largest sportswear
group has warned that supply-
chainconstraints caused by the
pandemicoould cost it as much
5 E500m in sales by the end of
the year.— PAGE 9

= US grants haven to Hong Kong residents
The US is to grant temporary haven to Hong Kong
residents whoare in the US by deferring their
remaoval for 18 months, citing *ongolng repression™
by China inthe Asian financial hiub.— pace 3

= Biden moves to boost climate drive

Joe Biden was set to signan order calling for half of all
new vehicles sold inthe US to be dlectrichy 2030 as
part of plans to toughen Obana-era mles.on
emissions gutted by the Trumg presidency.— race 2

= Modderna jab fuels $3bn quarterly profit
The 115 drugmaker said s Covid-19 vaccine
remsalned 93 percent effective sk months after the
secomnd dose, as sales of the treatment helped lift the
company boa record $2.68bn quarterty profit.— pace &
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Late Edition
Today, mostly sunny, warmer than
recent days but not tos humid, high
BE. Tonight, partly cloudy, low 72 To-
morrow, clowds and sunshine, high
86. Weather map is on Page A20.
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HOW CUOMO TEAM
USED RETALIATION
TO HUSH ACCUSERS

AIMING TO INSTILL FEAR

Report Details Strategies
From Inner Circle and

Ohutside Loyalists

By LUIS FERRE-SADURNI
and JONAH E. BROMWICH

The governor’s inner circle was
in a frenzy: A former state em-
plovee had just publicly accused
Andrew M. Cuomo of a yearslong
sexual harassment campaign
against her.

The group huddled in the State
Capitol office of Melissa DeRosa,
the governor's top aide, and
launched an effort to discredit the
woman, Lindsey Bowvlan, collect-
ing a box of personnel files filled
with sensitive information that
they thought would undermine
her credibility.

Before they could leak the files
o reporters, some names had to
be removed. One of the governors
senior advisers hunted for Wite-
Out with the help of an executive
assistant — a woman who would
later accuse Mr. Coomo of groping
her breast in the Executive Mam-
shon.

That episode in December was
just one of many described in a
damaging report from the New
York State attorney general this
week, which found not only that
Mr. Cusmo sexually harassed 11
women, but that a cadre of his top
aides and associates engaged in
unlawful retaliation against one of
the women — retaliation that
frightened others into maintain-
ing their silence.

he report laid bare how Mr
Cuomo had come Lo rely on a small
band of advisers not just his
closest government aides, but
also a handful of outside kovalists,
even consulting rs of groups
dedicated to  supporting  gay
rights and victims of sexual har-

Continwed on Page A17T

State Assembly
Starts to Weigh
Impeachment

Governor Gets a Week
to Offer His Defense

This article i= by Michael Gold,
Jeffery €. Mays and Luis Ferré-
Sadurni

Gov, Andrew M. Cuomo has
been given until the end of next
week Lo submit evidence in his de-
fense for a wide-ranging State As-
sembly investigation that seems
neaded for a vote on the gover-
nor's impeachment.

Charles D, Lavine, the chair-
man of the Assembly’s Judiciary
Committes, said on Thursday thar
the Assembly would soon con-
sider “potential articles of im-
peachment” against the governor,
> most vivid indication yet that
the Assembly was mowving quickly
to impeach Mr Cuomo, a third-
term Desmoerat.

The statement underscored
how much Mo Cuomo’s fortunes
have changed since a report from
the New York State attorney gen-
erals office this week concluded
that Mr. Ceomo had sexually har-
assed nearly a dozen women. M
Lavine said that the investigation
was “nearing completion.”

Mr Cuomo was also stung on
Thursday by the defection of twa
more prominent left-leaning orga-
nizations, with a union that repre-
sents health care workers asking
M Cucmo to step down, and a
major fund-raising platform for
liberal politicians saying it would
no longer process campaign dona-
tions io him.

With Mr. Cuomo offering no in-
dication of an imminent resigna-
tion, his fate seemed o lie with the
State Assembly, whose Democrat-
ic leadership held an emergency
video meeting on Tuesday, hours
after the report was released.

EBehind the scenes, lawmakers
expressed significant disagree-
ment, scuffling over how quickly
to move against the movernorn
Many of the 50 or 80 lawmakers
whao spoke favored guickly drafi-
ing articles of impeachment based

Contiruwed on Page AIG

Japanese Tears and Apologies

Over ‘Shameful’ Silver Medals

By MOTOKO RICH

TOKYO Kenichiro  Fumnita
was erying so hard that he could
barely get the words out.

“I wanted to return my grati-
tude to the concerned people and
volunteers who are running the
Olympics during  this  difficult
time,” Fumita, a Greco-Roman
wrestler, said between sobs after
finishing his final bour at the
Games this week,

“I ended up with this shameful
result,” he said, bobbing his head
abjectly. “I'm truly sorry”

Fumita, 25, had just won a silver
medal.

In what has become a familiar

and, at times, wrenching —
ight during the Tokyo Olympics,
many Japanese athletes have
wept through post-competition in-
terviews, apologizing for any re-
sult short of gold, Even some who
had won a medal, like Fumita, la-
mented that they had let down
their team, their supporiers, even
their country.

After Japan's judo team earned
silver, losing 1o France, Shoichiro
Mukai, 25, also apologized. T
wanted to withstand a little bit

Kenichiro Fumita, a wrestler.

more.” he said. “And I"m so sorry
to everyone on the team.™
Apologizing for being second
best in the world would seem to re-
flect an absurdly unforgiving met-
ric of success. But for these ath-
letes competing in their home
country, the emotionally charged
displays of repentance — which
often  follow pointed  guestions

Continued on Page B14
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Sharing a meal provided by a community center in a village near East London, South Africa.

No Job, No Food: Virus Deepens Global Hunger

By CHRISTINA GOLDBAUN

EAST LONDON, South Africa
— Ewven as thousands died and
millions lost their jobs when the
Covid-19  pandemic  engulfed
South Africa last year, Them-
bakazi Stishi, a single mother, was
able to feed her family with the
steady support of her falh.cr.a me=
chanic at a Mercedes

hit in January, Ms. Stishis father
was infected and died within days.
She sought work, even going door
o door Lo offer housecleaning for
S510 — to mo avail. For the first
time, she and her children are go-
ing to bed hungry.

“1 try to explain our situation is
different now, no one is working,
but they don't understand,” Ms.
Stishi, 30, said as her I-wear-old
daughter tugged at her shirt
“That’s the hardest part™

The economic catastrophe set

Over 270 Million Who
Live Hand to Mouth
Are Pushed to Edge

aff by Covid-19, now deep into its
second year, has battered millions
af people the Stishi family who
had already been living hand to
mouth. Now, in Sowth Africa and
many other countries, far more
have been pushed over Lhe edge.

An estimated 270 million people
are expected to face potentially
life-threatening food shortages
this year — compared to 150 mil-
lion before the pamdemic — ac-
cording  to  analysis from the
World Food Program, the anti-
hunger agency of the United Na-
tions. The number of people on the
brink of famine, the most severe

phase of a hunger crisis, jumped
to 41 million people currently fron
34 million last year, the analysis
shorared.,

The World Food Program
sounded the alarm further last
week inoa joint report with the
LLMNs Food and Agriculture Orga-
nization, warning that “conflict,
the economic repercw
Covid-19 and the climate crisis
expected to drive higher levels of
acute food insecurity in 23 hunger
hot spots over the next four
muonths,” mostly in Africa but also
Central America, Afghanistan and
MNorth Korea.

The situation is particularly
bleak in Africa, where new infec-
tions  have surged. In recent
months, akd organizations hawve
raised alarms about Ethiopia —
where the number of people af-
fected by famine is thhcr than
anywhere in the world — and

Continued on Page AS

BIDEN ROLLS OUT
PLAN TO SHIFT US.
TO ELECTRIC CARS

KEY TO CLIMATE AGENDA

New Pollution Rules Aim
to Ramp Up Sales of
Plug-In Vehicles

By CORAL DAVENPORT

WASHINGTON — President
Eiden on Thursday announced a
multistep strategy aimed at rap-
idly shifting Americans from gas-
oline-powered cars and trucks to-
ward electric vehicles — a central

art of his plan to reduce the pollu-
ton that is heating the planet.

Mr Biden is first restoring and
slightly strengthening auto mile-
age standards to the levels that
existed under President Barack
Obama but were weakened dur-
ing the Trump administration.
The new rules, which would apply
tovehicles in the model year 2023,
would cut about one-third of the
carbon dioxide produced annually
by the United States and prevent
the burning of about 200 billion
gallons of gasoline over the life-
time of the cars, according 1o a
White House fact sheet.

The administration next plans
o draft even more stringent pollu-
ton rules for both passenger vehi-
cles and heavy-duty trucks that
are designed o compel automak-
ers to ramp up sales of electric ve-
hicles.

“There's a vision of the future
that is now beginning to happen, a
future of the automobile industry
that is electric — battery electric,
plug-in hybrid electric, fuel cell
electric,” said Mr Biden, who an-
nounced the plan from the South
Lawn of the White House before
an array of parked electric vehi-
cles, including the Ford FISO
Lightning, the Chevrolet Bolt EV
and a Jeep Wrangler, “The ques-
tiom is whether we'll lead or fall be-
hind in the future”

Mr. Biden's actions amount to
an attempt to overhaul a major
American industry in order to bet-
ter compete with China, which
makes about 70 percent of the
world’s electric wehicle batteries.
In an effort that blends envi-
ronmental, economic and foreign
policy, Mr. Biden wants to retool
and expand the domestic supply
chain so that the batteries that are
essential to electric vehicles are
also made in American factories.

“This is the first example of how
Biden's administration would do

Contirnued on Page All

Coaxing and $1,000 Bonuses: A

By NICOLE HONG
Tiara Felix loves her job at an
evewear store in the Bronx, where
she spends five days a week man-
aging customer orders in a back-
room lab, surrounded by col-

leagues fitting and cutting lenses
for glasses.

But there is one thing that could
prompt Ms. Felix, 31, to leave: a
vaccine mandate,

" she said.

M= Felix is among the six re-
maining unvaccinated employees
at her company, Metro Opi
Eyewear, who have been un-
mowved by a monthslong campaign
by their bosses to persuade every
employese to voluntarily get a co-

ronavirus vaccine.

Time is running our. Employers
across the United States are now
confronted with the same gues-
tion of whether to fire workers
who refuse to get vaccinated, a di-
lemima that carries new urgency
as the rapidly spreading Delta
variant leads wo a surge in hospi-
talizations among the unvaceinat-
o and I'J'JE'LZ“L[I& o stall the eco-
nomic recovery

This week, New York City be-
came the first American city te an-
noukce a vaccination requirement
for workers and customers at a
variety of indoor venues, includ-
ing restaurants, gyms and the-
avers. Across Mew York City, 66
percent of adults have been fully
wvaccinated.

The new rules followed weeks

Workplace Struggles to Vaccinate

[rTp—_——

John Bonizio, owner of Metro
Optics Eyewear in the Brons,

of pressure by city leaders on pri-
wate businesses to mandate vac-
cines or frequent testing as a con-
dition of employment. A growing
number of companies, ineluding
Facebook, Microsoft and the fit-

ness chain Equinox, have an-
nounced that employees must be
vaccinated 1o return Lo the office.

But the issue can be particu-
larly complicated for the many
stmall businesses that provide jobs
o more than three million people
in Mew York City, about half of the
city’s work force.

They often employ lower-in-
come workers, who polling has
shown are less likely to get vacci-
nated because of a mix of factors,
including distrust of public health
officials, limited access to vaccine
sites and less of an ability to take
time off work. Losing even one
employee by requiring vaccina-
tons can have an outsize impact,
especially in a summer where
help-wanted signs have doted

Continwed on Poge AIS
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Mystery in Australia Mountains

The high country of the south is

up without a sound.

WEEKEND ARTS Ci-12

Missing the Podium on Ratings

The pandemic has cut into NBC's wiew-

ership for the Olympics, typically a

festive television event, contributing to
PAGE Bl

complaints from advertisers

A Life Beyond ‘S5.N.L. Laughs
A memoir by Cecily Strong isn't so
much & recounting of her showbiz ca-
reer as it is a candid unfurling of her life
prompted by the pandemic PAGE C1

“re-
mote and beautiful and unpredictable”
a place where visitors can be swallowead
PAGE A6

OBITUARIES B16

MNATIONAL A10-1T7
Math of Infrastructure Bill

A Congressional Budget Office estimate
confirmed suspicions that the sprawling
£550 billion legislation would end up

PAGE AlZ

adding billions to the deficit.

Phoenix Police Under Scrutiny
The Justice Department will look at
whether officers discriminare against
minorities, use excessive force, retaliate
against peaceful protesters or mistreat
homeless and disabled people. PAGE Al2

5400_u1165

Labor Boss With Political Clout
Richard Trumka rose from the Pennsyl-
vania coal mines to the corridors of
power as the president of the A.FL.-
C.I.O for the last 12 years. He was 7

2.

SPORTS B&-15
A Bronze Worth Its Weight

The ULS. women's Socoer Leam came
chasing gold, but after a tough Olympic
PAGE BI1L

run, third place is still a “joy~

Y.

Celebrating an Artistic Upstart
What became of the Pattern and Decora-
tion movement’s riotous décor? A Bard

College exhibition looks back at an irrev-
erent style and its brief vet prescient life.

Areview by Roberta Smith. PAGE C6
DPINION ALE-19
David Brooks BAGE Al9
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Fnotograpns oy JosH EDELSON AFPIGetty Imnges
A FIREFIGHTER surveys downtown Greenville, Calif., on Thursday after the Dixie fire tore through.
The blaze ignited three weeks earlier near a Pacific Gas & Flectric station in Feather River Canyon.

Greenville’s fiery end
breaks hearts, dreams

Dixie fire destroys a Gold Rush town rebuilt after 1881 blaze

By ANITA CHABRIA,
BrRITTNY MEJIA,
ALEX WIGGLESWORTH
AND LiLa SEIDMAN

GREENVILLE, Calif. — Curtis
Machlan alternated between past
and present tense as he spoke about
Gireenwille.

The 58-year-old in 2007 moved to
the Gold Rush-era town, where the
Ppopulation sign read more than 2,000
people but where the community
numbers just. over 1,000,

It’'s the town where he met his
wife, Kimberly, who had moved to the
areain the late 1980s from San Jose.

“We'd go to the local grocery store
and sometimes it would take over an
hour toget out, justto runinand get a
gallon of milk or something, because
we knew evervbody,” Machlan sald.

Greenville, nestled in dense
forests southeast of Lake Almanor,
was decimated Wednesday when the
massive Dixie fire swept through

[See Greenville, AT]

A BURNED Jeep sits amid the smoldering ashes of a destroyed
home on Thursday in what was once downtown Greenwville.

latimes.com

Biden calls for
stricter vehicle
emission rules

Plan to reverse Trump
rollback will fall short
of Obama’s standards
and activists’ hopes.
By AnnaM. PHILLIPS

WASHINGTON — Fresi-
dent Biden unwveiled plans
Thursday Lo strengthen car
pollution standards through
2026, putting the United
States on a path to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions —
though not as guickly as
many environmentalists say
is needed.

The proposed standards,
written by the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency and
the Transportation Depart-
ment, would replace signifi-
cantly weaker Trump-era
rules that essentially undid
the nation's biggest climate
change initiative. In their
place, the Biden administra-
tion is offering a compro-
mise that it hopes progres-
sives can live with and au-

tomakers can follow.

The president also
signed an executive order
that encourages automak-
ers to produce more zero-
emissions vehicles and sets
a new goal of making half of
all new cars and trucks emis-
sions-free by 20300 This
would include battery-elec-
tric, plug-in hybrid electric
and hydrogen fuel cell vehi-
cles.

The future “is electrie.”
Biden said to supporters
gathered Thursday on the
South Lawn of the White
House, with several electric
wehicles, including Ford's
F-160 Lightning, as a back-
drop. “There’s no turning
back,” he sald. “The gues-
ton is whether we'll lead or
fall behind in the race for the
future, ™

After signing the order,
the president took an elec-
tric Jeep Wrangler for a drive
around the White House.

Biden's proposal would
tighten pollution standards
over a four-year period,

[See Emissions, AT]

Newsom
homeless

Governor supports
cleanups, including in
L.A. but also calls for
compassion, housing.
By BENIAMIN ORESKES

STOCKTON — Gow.
Gavin Mewsom expressed
strongsupport Thursday for
increased  efforts  around
California to remove large
homeless  encampments,
calling them unacceptable
and sayving the state will
need more federal help to
create additional housing
and expand services for
homeless people.

MNewsom's comments
come at a time of growing
alarm over the homeless-

decries
camps

ness crisis, which has be-
come & focus of criticism by
Republican candidates run-
ning to replace him in the
upcoming recall election.

MNewsom took on the
state's most vexing and po-
litically potent issue when he
became governor, pouring
billions into building more
shelters and housing. The
latest state budget commits
£12 billion over the next two
sears to not just more motel
purchases and funding for
mental health care facilities
but also encampment clean-
ups and hazardous waste
removal.

But the governor, in an
interview Thursday with
The Times as he watched
state workers clear a horme-
less encampment here,

[See Newsom, A6]

Toxvo I @ @ oLvmrpics

Ronert GAUTHIER Los Angeles Times

U.S. OL¥Y MPIC climber Brooke Raboutou, shown training in May, is fastidi-
ous about taking care of her hands, |nclud1n&. using special salves and lotions.

COLUMN ONE

Climbers strive to get a grip

Calluses welcome in sport where hands are everything

By Davip WHARTON encugh to withstand constant wear and
REFORTING FROM TOKYO tear.

And calluses. Don't start climbers
talking about their calluses.

“They are, in a sense, our most-prized
possession,” Nathaniel Coleman says.

This week. sport climbing is making
its Olympie debut at the Summer Games

inTokyo. Coleman earned a surprise

silver medal inthe men's final on Thurs-
day night; the women are scheduled to

o on Friday.
The new event [See Climbing. A12]

he hands make all the differ-
ence.

Small tendons inthe fin-
gers must be strengthened
and thickened over the course

of years, all the better to dangle from a
narrow ledge. Nails must be clipped
short,. Skin must be soft enough to gain
traction when reaching for a slight
crevice or protrusion, yet durable

5. gold standard: Ross and Klineman dominate beach volleyball. srorTS, D4

For Golden Globes, reform
vote is a step back from brink

Group passes changes
after a furor that took
the show off the air.
Critics still skeptical.
By Stacy PERMAN

Several months after the
Hollywood Foreign Press
Assn. pledged “transforma-
tional change,” the vast ma-
jority of its 84 members
voted for a slate of proposed
bylaws intended to overhaul

the organization, expand
membership with a focus on
diversity and restore its
credibility with the enter-
tainment industry.

The vote Is seen as a slg-
nificant. step to pull one of
Hollywood™s highest-profile
awards shows — the Golden
Globes — back from the
brink of possible extinction.
The bylaws are expected to
codify reforms involving core
issues, including govern-
ance and membership, as
well as policies concerning
Golden Globes voting, mem-

bers’ conduct, compensa-
tion, ethics and a host of

hibition of gifts from studios
and others.

The tally was 63 to 19 in
favor of the new bylaws, ac-
cording to sources familiar
with the wvote who weren't
authorized to comment.

The proposed statutes
required a two-thirds major-
ity to pass. They are aimed
at addressing the
controversies that have long
dogged the association, trig-

[See Golden Globes, 48]

Respite for Hong
Kongers in U.S.
President Biden offers
temporary “safe haven™
to help visitors avoid
China’s crackdown on
the territory. WoRLD, A3

Full inoculation will be
required of healthcare
workers and in the L.A.
County Superior Court
systerm. CALIFORNIA, B1
Weather

Mostly sunn

L.A. Basin: 84/63 B6

ALEX BRANDON Assosiated Press

LABOR LEADER DIES

Richard Trumka, a former miner who served as
president of the AFL-CIO since 2009 and was

close to President Biden,

was V2. BUSINESS, A8

SUSINESS INSID

If you're uninsured, here’s how to haggle for lower healthcare bills. A8
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LA NACION EN JAPON

El voleibol, en un
clasico por el bronce

Francia gand 3-0y la Argentina se quedden la
semifinal; el sdbadova contra Brasil. Pégina 4

sociedad

La Legislamura de la ciudad aprobd la
rezonificacidn que le permitird hacer
elnuevo estadio; el proyecto contempla
escuelasy espacios verdes piblicos. Pagina23

SANLORENZO TIENE TEATRO ABIERTO, A
LUZ VERDE PARA 40 ANOS DEUNHITO
VOLVER ABOEDO CONTRA LA OPRESION

especidculos

En plena dictadura, 230artistas, autores
ydirectores clamaron por lalibertad v la
democraciaen un ciclode 21 obras; nofue
facily hasta huboun incendio,

LA NACION

VIERNES 6 DE AGOSTO DE 2021

LANACION.COM.AR

El Gobierno
avala un
sindicato de
piqueteros
oficialistas

orGANIzacionEs. El Ministerio de Trabajo
aprobo los estatutos de la UTEP, paso previo
a la personeria gremial; resistencia en la CGT

El Gobierno aprobo ayer los esta-
tutos de la Unidn de Trabajadores
de la Econemia Popular (UTEF),
paso previo para otorgarle la per-
soneria gremial y abrir el camino
para su integracion a la CGT.

Enla UTEP confluyen las cuatro
organizaciones piqueteras cerca-
nas al oficialismo: la CTEP (Juan
Grabois), la Corriente Clasista y
Combativa (Juan Carlos Aldere-
te), el Frente Dario Santillan (Dina
Sdnchez) y Barrios de Pie (Daniel
Menéndez).

Laaprobacién firmada ayer por
el Ministerio de Trabajo lesbrinda
unmarcolegalalos2 5millonesde
inscriptos por las agrupaciones, y
pavimenta su camino para trans-
formarse en un sindicato podero-

EL ESCENARIO
La politica social,
endeuda

Claudio Jacquelin
Pagina 4

so en la CGT. Ese es un anhelo de
los dirigentes de los trabajadores
informales que genera resisten-
cias en varios lideres sindicales
tradicionales. La UTEP prepara
para mafiana una marcha por el
dia de San Cayetano, Como expre-
sion de fuerza. Pagina12

Maduro
busca apoyo
diplomaitico
argentino

MESADEDIALOGO. CARACAS
(Para ra Nacow).~ En lo que seria
una audaz iniciativa diplomsati-
ca, el régimen de Nicolis Maduro
buscaria que la Argentina tenga
representacion como observado-
rade las negociaciones con laopo-
slclﬁmquemmnzarénehdeme—s
praximoen México, revelaronara
macion fuentes politicas venezola-
nas. El Palacio San Martin aiin no
recibidlainvitacidndeCaracas, di-
jeron a La maciow en la Cancilleria.
Pagina®

La deuda
del BCRA,
cada vez
mas costosa

INTERESES. ElBancoCentral ya
gasto $720.000 millones este afio
en pagosde intereses alosbancos
peor la deuda que asume via Leliq
0 pases pasivos para retirar de la
calle parte de los pesos que emi-
te.Abonden sietemeses lamisma
cifra que desembolsd por igual
concepto en 2020 o 4% mds que
en 2019, erogacidn criticada por
Alberto Fernandez en su campa-
fia presidencial. cuando prometia
usaresos fondos paradar aumen-
o5 a los jubilados. Paginale

La imagen es del miércoles: Messi y su familia regresan de sus vacaciones a Barcelona

BAGENDE TV

Impacto mundial: Barcelona
anuncio la salida de Messi

sorPRESA. El club oficializé la partida del rosarino debido a los problemas
economicos de la entidad y el fair play salarial de la liga espariola

Barcelona informd oficialmente
ayer que Lionel Messi no seguird
en el club, al que llegd en 2000,y
provocd un terremaoto global. Con
la noticia se desatd un sinfin de es-
peculaciones. Aungue el contrato
del rosarino habia finalizado el 30
de juniopasado, todo parecia enca-
minadohaciala renovacidn. Inclu-

s0, Messi habia regresado a su ho-
gar en Casteldefels, con su familia,
elmiéreoles pasado. Sinembargo,
ayerestalldlanovedad. ;Serd real-
mentedefinitivo? Hay una luchade
poderesatrdsentreel clubcatalin
ylaliga espafiola, mientrasasoma-
ria Paris Saint-Germain en su hori-
zonte deportivo, Deportes

Ni jugando gratis:

los mimeros en rojo
Alejandro CasarGonzalez
Pagina2

La carta de amistad que
tiene PSG en la mano
Alberto Cantore

Pagina3

Mas empresas dicen que
falta personal calificado

TENDENCILA. Luegode que Daniel
Herrero, presidente de Toyota, hizo
publicaladificultad quenvo laauto-
molriz para contratar personal por
faltadecalificacitn, otras empresas
yespecialistas reforzaron esa sensa-
cidn de escasez de preparacién, en

momentos en los que crece, simul-
taneamente, el desempleo.
Losexpertos en el mercado labo-
ralyen economiadel conocimiento
advierten quelos cambios de para-
digmastecnoldgicosahondarines-
te problema estructural. Pagina 20

Criptoarte.
Archivos
digitales que
valen millones
Una guia elemental sobre
el nuevo fendmeno que

sacude al mercado.
Pagina 24
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Bolsonaro diz estar chegando hora
de deixar Constituicao, e Fuxreage

Presidente redobra ameaca golpista e ataca Moraes e Barroso; chefe do STF desmarca reunido entre os trés Poderes

EDITORIAL
Ensaio de ditador

Inacdo de PGR e Congresso pde democracia
em risco; é preciso reagir, até por sobrevivéncia

Jair Messias Bolsonaro é um presidente contra a Cons-
tituicio. Comete desvarios em série na sua fuga rumo
4 tirania e precisa ser parado pela lei que despreza.

Hi loucura e ha método na sequéncia de investidas
contra a democracia e o sistema eleitoral, ao passo
que o pais é duramente castigado pela auséncia de
governo. Sao demasiadas horas perdidas com men-
tiras, picuinhas e bravatas enquanto brasileiros ado-
ecem, morrem e empobrecem.

Os danos na saide, na educagio e no meio ambi-
ente, cujos ministérios tém sido ocupados por esta-
fermos, serao sentidos ao longo de geragoes.

Os juros sobem e a perspectiva de crescimento cai
quando ha nada menos que 14,8 milhdes de desem-
pregados. A disparada nos pregos de energia e comi-
da vitima os mais pobres. Artimanhas para burlara
prudéncia orgamentsiria afugentam investidores.

Aqui a insania encontra o cdlculo. Ao protdtipo de
ditador cujo governo fracassou resta enxovalhar as
instituicdes e ameacd-las de ruptura pela forca.

Mas o uivo autoritirio encontrou reagio firme de
agentes da lei. O Supremo Tribunal Federal e o Tri-
bunal Superior Eleitoral incluiram o presidente da
Republica em ingquéritos, que precisam ir até o fim.

Os presidentes da Cimara e do Senado e o procu-
rador-geral da Repiblica, no entanto, nao entende-
ram o jogo. Por ingenuidade ou interesse equivoca-
do, associam-se a uma figura que se pudesse fecha-
ria 0 Congresso, o Ministério Piblico e o Supremo.

Falta ao procurador Augusto Aras perceber que a
vaga que ambiciona no STF de nada valeria em um
regime de excegao; ao deputado Arthur Lira (PP-AL),
que a pusilanimidade de hoje néo seria recompen-
sada com mais poder em uma ditadura.

A deliberagio sobre os pedidos de impeachment
torna-se urgente, Da mesma maneira, os achados e
conclusdes da CPI da Pandemia devem desencade-
ar a responsabilizacdo do presidente. A Procurado-
ria cumpre exercer a sua prerrogativa de acionar cri-
minalmente o chefe do governo.

A inagao de Aras e Lira pde em risco a democra-
cia; é preciso reagir, até pela prépria sobrevivéncia.

K

CAPITAL PAULISTA GANHA NOVO MIRANTE NO CENTRO

Homem limpa chao de vidro do Sampa Sky, que fica a 150 metros de altura, no 42° andar do
edificio Mirante do Vale; atracdo passa a receber visitantes a partir de domingo (8) Guiac7y

Populacio com 18 anos ou mais*

téquio®2020 UTlsparaCovid
ficam vazias em
SKATE ACIMA pequenas cidades
Areducaode casos de Co-
DETODOS vid tem levado ao fecha-
Medalhista no park, Pedro mento de vagas de UTI pa-

Barros vé prata como
suvanir de Toquio p.a

+ BAIXA NO VOLEI
Tandara é cortada apos
suspeita de viclagao de
regra antidoping p. 5

+

AGENDA DO BRASIL

HIPISMO (SALTO)
7h dlassificatdria por eguipes
VOLEI
9h Brasil x Coreia do Sul
semifinal (fern.)
1h30 Brasil x Argentina
5 disputa do bronze (masc.)
E GINASTICA RITIMICA
£ 22h classificatdria por equipes
2 CANOAGEM
2303 final 1000 m (masc)”™
-2 BOXE (PESO MEDIO)
& 2has final (masc.)
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ra a doenga em pequenas
cidades do pais. Leitos co-
megama ser reintegrados
a clinica médica. saddem

Site da Saide informa

mais vacinas para SP do
que o estado registra s

EDITORIAIS A2

Juros de volta
Sobre elevacio mais acele-
rada da taxa bdsica do BC.

Modelo em xeque
Acerca de restrigdes chi-
nesas contra a Covid-1g.

ATMOSFERA

530 Paulo hoje

&h 12R 12h

Hoje amanhi

“"m‘ M"a:m Total d 1 1! Mumeres da pandemia
Brasl  &n7%  25% »* *  unica Total P
- - Brasil wiiml S04 38 mi —_— e

M. mdwal 354 mil 1076

M5 8,5% 463% 5P amsml Wm Um fos 1% A%
Bm2dh 39,6 mil 1086

RS 73,8% IETH TEMG  WAmi 35mi 4518 mil Estigios
-,

58 #0,5% 30,8% TR Miml 33m FmA e """‘I"

Dados das 20k de S ape "0 menas uma dase: tomeou dase tnica ou 1" dose. Totabmente vacinada: tomou dose ¥ Desacelerado

e Ou I* dose “TBm relagio 2 V4 dias o

Lava Jato achou
em mim um Cristo,
afirma Cabral

Na primeira entrevista
desde a prisio pela Lava
Jato, em 2016, O ex-gover
nador do Rio Sérgio Cabral
diz a Folha guerer confes-
sar crimes fora da cadeia
e critica tratamento dado
pela operacio. “Nio me
largam’”, afirma. poderas

W/

r '
Cabral em entrevista a Folha

Esporte p.8
Barcelona sem Messi

Time cataldo anunciou gue sua maior estrela, Lionel Mes-
si, ndo permanecerd no clube. O atleta nao chegouaum
acordo para continuar no Barga, onde estava desde 2000.

Filipe Campante
Ameacas devem
ser levadas

QA SErio roderas

China faz maior
expansio de sua
capacidade nuclear
Mundo AT1

IHustrada C1

Moda anti-Bolsonaro
termn até calgas
abertas nas nadegas
entre protestos

Tair Bolsonaro redobrou a
ameagagolpista, atacou o
ministro Alexandre de Mo-
raes, do Supremo Tribu-
nal Federal, e repetiu que
pode abandonar o campo
democritico —em breve.
O presidente fez as decla-
ragoes e ameacas durante
programa da Radio gg FM,
em.issomfospel do Rio.

“Ahoradele [Moraes] vai
chegar. Porque estd jogan-
do fora das quatro linhas
da Constituigio hd muito
tempo. Nao pretendo sa-
ir das quatro linhas para
:iuest ionar essas autori-

ades, mas acredito que o
momento esti chegando®,
disse. “Nao d4 para conti-
MUArTOS COm ministro ar-
bitrdrio, ditatorial”

Bolsonaro intensificou
as declaragdes contra o
STF, o sistema eleitoral e
a democracia depois gue
Moraes o incluiu como in-
vestigado no inquérito que
apura a disseminacao de
fake news eleitorais,

A decisdo acata pedido
do presidente do Tribunal
Superior Eleitoral, minis-
tro Luis Roberto Barroso,
que por sua vez reagiu as
reiteradas afirmagoes do
chefe do Executivo sobre
fraudes no sistema eleito-
ral, carentes de prova.

Bolsonaro tem falado
em condicionar a eleigio
de 2022 4 impressio do vo-
o, 0 que acirra a crise en-
tre os rés Poderes e poe
em xeque a democracia.

Presidente do STF, Lu-
iz Fux cancelou reunifo
prevista entre os chefes
dos Poderes. "0 presiden-
te da Repiblica tem rei-
terado ofensas e ataques
de inverdades a integran-
tes desta corre. (...) Quan-
do se atinge um dos inte-
grantes, se atinge a corte
por inteiro” Poder A4

Comissdo da
Camara rejeita PEC
do voto impresso

Comissido especial na Ca-
mara rejeitou relatério de
Filipe Barros (PSL-PR) fa-
vordvel ao voto impresso.
Arthur Lira (PP-AL) falou
em leva-lo a plendrio. ar

Manifesto amplia
pressio do PIB
sobre presidente

Mais duro recado do PIB
a Jair Bolsonaro diante de
suas ameacas, o manifes-
to de apoio as eleictes e &
ordem democrzitica assi-
nado por representantes
dasociedade civil ganhou
adesdes, chegando a cerca
de 6.000 nomes. Poder A6

Ex-secretirio de Guedes
é confirmado para AGU
Escolha de Bruno Bianco
para chefiar a Advocacia-
Geral da Unido foi anun-
ciada pelo presidente. as
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Recurren a la violencia para forzar la aprobacion de la ley que regule el flete

Camioneros atacan a los que no
se pliegan a su medida de fuerza

Camara Alta aprobo en general la legislacion que reclaman. Conacom afirma que no corresponde,
Paro afectara distribucion de productos perecederos y la cadena de abastecimiento.
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COVID-19

Les enfants sont-ils
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an variant Delta?
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Steven Da Costa,
un Francais premier

champion olympique
de karat

Lors d'une journée de jeudi marquée par ka médaille d*ar-
gent du décathlonien Kevin Maver, le karatéka Steven

Da Costa a décroché 1'or pour la toute premiére apparition
aux JO de sa discipline (qui ne sera pas reconduite a Paris
en 2024). Les équipes de France masculines de handball,
basket-ball et volley-ball ont, elles, brillé en se qualifiant
pour la finale de leur tournoi respectif. PAGES BET9

Le passe
sanitaire jugé
conforme a

la Constitution

Les Sages ont validé ce jeudi le texte de loi, censurant
toutefois I'isolement obligatoire des personnes contaminées
et la rupture anticipée de certains contrats de travail.

En jugeant conforme "exten
sion du passe sanitaire, no-
tamment aux restaurants, et
I'obligation wvaccinale des
soignants, le Conseil consti
tutionnel a confirmé que le
texte de loi n'était pas
contraire aux libertés. Les
Sages ont en revanche cen-

E EDITDR].AL par Jacques-Clivier Martin jomartin@lefigarofr
Les entreprises a deux vitesses

a pire crise depuis un siecle n"aura
done été qu'un trou d'alr pour les
multinationales frangaises. On se
pince pour le croire. Pourtant, la
publication de leurs résultats a la
mi-annés laisse peu de doutes, Un an aprés le
confinerment qui les a plongés en coma artifi
ciel et a nowrri beavcoup dinguictudes sur
leur capacité 4 s'en remettre, les géants fran
gals du CAC 40 sont tous dans le vert, sauf
deux d’entre eux, Er certains font méme déja
plus de profits quavant la erise... Leur préoc-
cupation du moment est surtout de gérer au
mieux les pénuries en tous genres qui frelnent
leur accélération.
Al'heure des comptes, Bruno Le Maire pour-
rait legitimement s’ enargueillir du regain de
santé des geants frangais. Entre ceux qui ont
recoun au chdmage partiel au pire de la crise
sanitaire et les plus touches, comme Renault
qui a requ quelques milliards pour éviter la
défaillance, 1'Etat a fait son travail, plutdt
bien et surtout avec rapidité. La plupart s’en
sont toutefois sortis tout seuls,
Cette « Super Ligue du CAC 40 si forte dans
la mondialisation, cache - onl'aurait presgue
oublié - Mimmense forét de nos PME.. bien

moins fringantes. Clest aussi cela, la néalité de
cette sortie de crise. Un monde économique &
deux vitesses. D'un oite, des locomotives re-
lancées a pleine vapeur, et de I"autre, des di-
zaines de milliers d'entreprises qui ont survé
ol grice aux aides publiques d urgence et qui
aujourd'hui serrent les dents parce que leurs
marges sont faibles, leurs machines fatiguées
et leur transition numérique pen avanode,

L Pour ces sociétés qui
Les societés
guee et 'emiploi de no-
tre payvs, les plans de
ont efface relance et d'investis
la Crise, et les réformes, vita-
pas les PME  les. A la différence
des  multinationales,
se, en Asie, en Europe, en Afrique, en Ameéri-
que, partout ol elles produisent et vendent,
I'avenir des petites entreprises dépend en efl
attractivité, de la qualité de sa formation... En
d’autres termes, de la capacité de la France a
rester (revenir?) dans la Super Ligue des éco

font le tissu économi-
du CAC 40

semnent sont crucianx
qui savent profiter du moindre vent de repri
fet de la compétitivité de notre pays, de son
nomies mondiales les plus dynamiques. |
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suré  les dispositions qui
prévovaient le placement
s gutomatigue » a 1'isolement
des personnes contaminées
ainsi que la rupture anticipée
de certains contrats de tra
vail pour les non-vaccines,
les estimant non conformes
la Constitution, Le premier

ministre, Jean Castex, s'est
aussitot réjoui de cette deéci-
sion, toul en prenant acte des
deux rejets.

Des jeudi, des rassemble
ments de protestation se sont
tenus dans plusieurs villes du
pays, avant une plus grande
maobilisation, prévue samedi.

< LA CLASSE POLITIJUE DIVISEE DEVANT L'AVIS RENDU PAR LES SAGES - UNE VICTOIRE P
POUR L'EXECUTIF - LE PASSE, UNE SOLUTION DURABLE POUR CONTROLER L'EPIDEMIE ? FAGES 2 A 4

e

Les géants du CAC 40
sortent renforcés de la crise

Le rebond financier des plus
grandes sociétés francaises co-
tées est spectaculaire. Elles ont
engrangé plus de 60 milllards
d'euros de profits au premier
semestre, contre 2 milliards de
pertes cumulées il v a un an.
Leurs performances dépassent
méme  largement celles de

2019 avant la crise du Cowvid.
Les multinationales profitent
du redémarrage mondial et
d'une réduction des dépenses
engagees en N, Pas moins
de 26 groupes du CAC 40 ont
relevié leurs prévisions de ré
sultats pour 'annee 2021,
PAGES 22 23 ET LEDITORIAL
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Extra cash
for medical
schools as
grades surge

Adevel results inflation
forces ministers to fund
hundreds more places

Rachel Hall and Richard Adams

The government has been forced to
fund hundreds of extra university
places on medical and dental courses
in England, as rampant grade infla-
tion caused by cancelling exams has
led to unexpectedly high numbers of
students qualifyving for places.

The Department for Education
(DfE)announced that extra places at
medical and dental schools would be
added because of the hugeincreasein
applications and universities report-
ing applicants with historically high
levels of A-level grades.

The Guardian has learned that
the DfE approached English medical
schools asking them to take appli-
cants from heavily oversubscribed
courses when it became clear hun-
dreds more students had reached
qualifying grades than anticipated.

Gavin Williamson, the education

secretary, said in January that formal
exams for A-levels and GCSEs would
be scrapped this year, and instead
asked teachers to assess individual
marks despite fears that it could lead
towidespread grade inflation.

An admissions officer told the
Guardian: “We are seeing roughlyone
gradeofgrade inflation compared to
last vear,” which if repeated nation-
wide would outstripthe 2020 A-level
gradeinflationthat led tothe propor-
tion of A*s and As awarded doubling
in several subjects.

Highlevels ofacceptances arealso
being seen on courses such as nurs-
ing, withone vice-chancellorwarning
that studentsat heruniversity would
beasked todelay matriculation until
next year to ease demand.

Universities this week received
official A-level grades for this year’s
applicants, with the jumpin the high-
est marks meaning many more have
met the terms of theiroffers. Students
will be given their grades on Tuesday.

The DfE said: “For this academic
year, universities that can accom-
maodate an increase to medical
and dentistry places for students
that have met the grades
and hold a firm offer at a

Live events insurance
‘is too late for many’

Mark Brown
Arts correspondent

Britain’s live events sector, which

includes everything from summer

music festivals to conferences, has
H finally been promised a Covid can-
o cellation insurance scheme.

5400_u1165

Campaigners have long been
pleading for an insurance scheme to
help the sector get back on its feet,
because commercial insurers have
not provided cover for Covid-related
cancellations. Although welcomed,
the announcement comes fartoo late
for a string of festivals and
eventsalready abandoned.

Man City sign Grealish for £100m
as Messi leaves Barcelona

Guar

‘I knew I'd get there’
Holly Bradshaw wins
Britain's first ever
pole vault medal
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'Experts see ‘scary’ signs

of Gulf Stream collapse

Damian Carrington
Environiment editor

Climate scientists have detected
warning signs of the collapse of the
GulfStream, one of the planet’s main
potential tipping points.

The research found “an almost

complete loss of stability over the
last century” of the currents that
researchers call the Atlantic meridi-
onal overturning circulation (AMOC).
The currents arealready at their slow-
est paint in at least 1,600 years, but
the new analysis shows it may be
nearing a shutdown.

Such an event would have

PHOTOGRAPH: CLODAGH KILCOYNE/REUTERS

catastrophic consequences around
the world, severely disrupting the
monsoons that billions of people
depend on for food in India, South
America and West Africa;increasing
starms and lowering temperaturesin
Europe; and pushing up the sea level
in eastern North America. It would
also further endanger the Amazon
rainforest and Antarctic ice sheets,
The complexity of the AMOC sys-
tem and uncertainty over levels of
future global heating make it impossi-
bletaforecast the date of any callapse

for now. It could be within “
adecade or two, or several



