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Business & Finance

quirk in the economic recowv-
ery that bankers say could
help unleash pent-up spend-
ing in the coming months, AL

# Investors piled into
Robinhood options on their
first day of trading. The
company’s stock surged,
closing 85% abowe its initial
public offering price. Al

+ Auto makers including
GM. Ford and Jeep maker
Stellantis will aim to make
electric wehicles account
for 40% to 50% of their
U.S. sales by 2030. A1

* GM posted strong

earnings and raised its full-
year profit guidance but s:z.id
the chip shortage and ri
commodity costs mudwel.gl‘l
on second-half results. Bl

* Uber's ridership re-
bounded strongly in the
mast recent quarter from
last year's pandemic lows
and its food-delivery
showed signs of strength. Bl
# The Federal Reserve’s
Clarida said that the cen-
tral bank could consider
lifting interest rates from
near zero by early 2023, A2

+ The S&P 500 and Dow
dropped 0.5% and 0.9%, re-
spectively, while the Nas-
daq gained 0.1%. B9

* Vici Properties agreed
to buy MGM Growth Prop-
erties in a deal that values
the casino real-estate owner
at $17.2 billion, including
about $5.7 billion in debt. B3

* Grill maker Weber sold
fewer shares at a lower
price than expected in its
initial public offering. B2

World- Wide
— .

+ New York Gov. Cuomo
faced increasing legal and
political challenges as four
district attorneys said they
are reviewing claims of sex-
ual harassment, and Demo-
crats who dominate the state
Assembly accelerated their
impeachment ingquiry. A4

+ FDA officials, under pres-
sure to swiftly grant full ap-
pcrtnmlm Pfizer’'s -19 vac-
cine, are in an intense debate
over whether the agency will
make the decision this month
or stretch the timetable into
early or mid-September. A3
+ The WHO called for a mor-
atorium on Covid-19 booster
shots until at least the end
of September to address a
shortfall in vaccine sup-
plies to poor countries. A10

# The Biden administra-
tion's latest eviction mora-
torium is set to face an im-
mediate and possibly fast-
moving legal challenge that
could present high hurdles
for the White House. A4

#+ Mexico sued a group of
U.S.-based weapons makers
in U5, federal court, argu-
ing the companies actively
Facilitate the trafficking of
guns to Mexican drug cartels
through their negligence. A20

#+ The Senate moved

a series of amendments to
the roughly $1 trillion infra-
structure package, with law-
makers anticipating a vote
on final passage this week-
end or early next week. A4

* Lawyers fior asked
a judge to block the release of
his tax returns to Congress,
saying Democratic lawmak-
ers have no legitimate pur-

pose in seeking them. A6
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Taliban Attacks Intensify in Afghanistan’s Capltal

DEADLY BLAST: Aighans on Wednasdly walk plsl: one uf lh!- buildings destrb’yed i am attad: Tuesday night that t.!rgeted

the home of Afghanistan's defense minister, killing eight people and wounding 20. The defense minister wasn't home. A9

Robinhood Stock Skyrockets
On Start of Options Trading

Small-time investors use
Robinhood Markets Inc. to
send stocks to the moon. Now
they are setting their sights on
the trading app irself.

By Caitlin McCabe,
Oria McCaffrey
and Gurnjan Banerji

Investors piled into Robin-
haad options on their first day
of trading Wednesday, helping
send the stock up sharply.
Robinhood, which made its de-
but on Nasdag last week at
538 a share, closed Wednesday
at $70.39, an 85% jump from
its initial public offering price.

The stock surged as high as

%85 earlier in the session,
nearly double its Tuesday clos-
ing price of $46.80 a share.

It is a remarkable turn-
around for a company that
just last week suffered a dis-
appointing start to trading. On
the day that trading kicked off,
Robinhood declined more than
10% intraday, before finishing
below $35 a share.

This week, sentiment sur-
rounding the stock reversed
course. On Wednesday, more
than 172 million Robinhood
shares changed hands, accord-
ing to preliminary data from
FactSet shortly after the close
of the session, suwrpassing the
102.5 million during the com-

panyv's first day of trading.
That made Robinhood the sec-
ond-most actively traded stock
in the U.S. market, according
to Dow Jones AMarket Data,
based on an analysis of com-
panies trading abowve $2 on the
MNew York Stock Exchange or
MNasdag. The stock trailed only
Advanced Micro Devices Inc., a
frequent favorite among indi-
vidual investors.

At the peak of trading
Wednesday. the eight-year-old
company had a market value
of more than $71 billion, sur-
passing even Intercontinental
Exchange Inc., which owns the
MNew York Stock Exchange.

Some of the day’s momen-

tum was fueled by individual
imvestors, who traded in amnd
out of the stock, hoping to lock
in big profits as shares swung.
Volatlllr_v caused the Nasdaq o
halt trading of the stock, listed
under the ticker HOOD, three
times Wednesday morning.
Chatter about the stock
surged on social-media plat-
forms such as Reddit’s Wall-
StreetBets, Twitter and chat
platform Discord—a pattern
reminiscent of the meme-stock
craze earlier this year. Some
users posted screenshots of
their positions or bragged
about their profits.
Robinhood ranked as the
Please turn to page AL

Business
Piles Up
Record
Unused
Credit

Increased corporate
demand could hint at
a coming spending
boom, bankers say

By Davio BENOIT

Businesses are sitting on re-
cord amounts of unused credit
from U.S. banks, another guirk
in the economic recovery that
bankers hawve said could help
unleash pent-up spending in
the coming months.

Bank executives said their
business clients have in recent
months ramped up reguests
for credit lines that can be
drawn quickly for spending on
inventory, labor or expansions.

Companies aren't actually
drawing the money into their
bank accounts just yet. Busi-
nesses are already stuffed
with cash, and supply-chain is-
sues and labor shortages have
crimped their ability to spend
it. Those unexpected condi-
tions are acting like kinks in
the economy’s attempts to re-
start from the dramatic brak-
ing in 2020.

But bankers said the activ-
ity in recent months is ewi-
dence that businesses are
planning to turn on the spend-
ing spigot. That could help the
economy shoot higher.

JPMorgan Chase & Co. and
Bank of America Corp., the two
biggest banks in the U.S,, at the
end of June together had
nearly $1 trillion in unused
commitments to lend to corpo-
rate clients. That is up 20%
from a year ago and a guar-
terly record at both banks.

“This wirtuous circle of hir-
ing workers and meeting cus-
tomer spending will help drive
the economy, and hopefully

Please turn to page A6

Car Firms
Shoot for
50% EVs
By 2030

By BEn FoLpy
AND KaTy STECH FEREK

Auto makers including Gen-
eral Motors Co.,, Ford Motor
Co. and Jeep maker Stellantis
NV will aim to make electric
vehicles account for 40% to
50% of their U.S. sales by
2030, according to people fa-
miliar with the matter who
said the targets would be
made public at the White
House on Thursday.

Other auto makers are ex-
pected  to separately make
similar announcements re-
garding sales targets for elec-
tric wehicles as consumers he-
gin warming to EVs and as
auto manufacturers lay heavy
bets on the new technology,
the people said.

“This industryv's going to
spend 5330 billion over the
next five years on electrifica-
tion alone,” said John Boz-
zella, president of the Alliance
for Automotive Innovation, the
lobbying group for auto mak-
ers and suppliers, at a confer-
ence Wednesday. “Even in
Washington, D.C., that is real
money.”

The sales targets are predi-
cated on increased support
from federal and local govern-
ments, such as expanding the
awvailability of charging and
providing purchase subsidies,
the people said. Federal law-
makers are proposing up to
$7.5 billion for states and mu-
nicipalities o build electric-
vehicle charging stations as
part of the infrastructure bill
moving through the Senate.

Along with the electric-ve-

Pleaserturn topageA8

#* GM's outlook clouded by chip
crisis, COStS. e BL

Niche Drink
Brands Dry Up

Big beverage makers are
selling off some well-known
but less profitable brands. B1

.S, sales wolume of different
non-alcoholic beverages
2010 2020
A0 billion kters
Bottled water

Soda
30
Freshand
25 g instant
coffee’
20
15 Milk products
10 Juice

5 Sports drinks

Energy drinks
R —

“Inchudes. packaged, ready-to-drink products
Source: Euroman| tor intemational

A Year After Port Explosion,

Lebanese Economy Collapses

Brawils over milk, murder over gasoline; ‘'may God save the country’

By JARED MALSIN AND Nazii OssEIRAN

BEIRUT —In recent decades Lebanon has
been a place of relative calm in a turbulent
region. Now it is living through a once-in-a-

century economic meltdown.

The collapse, rippling through all levels of
society, has been accelerated by the lasting
effects of the explosion in the Port of Beirut

one year ago.

Power outages have become so freguent
that restaurants time their hours to the
schedule of electricity from private genera-
tors. Brawls have erupted in supermarkets as
shoppers rush to buy bread, sugar, and cook-
ing oil before they run out or hyperinflation
topping 400% for food puts the prices out of
reach. Medical professionals have fled just
as the pandemic hammers the country with
a new wave of infections. Thefts are up 62%

In May, Gaith Masri, a 24-year-old law
student and gas-station attendant from
northern Lebanon, was shot dead after a
scuffle with a customer when he refused to
=0 beyond a rationing limit. “He was killed

in cold blood, just because he wouldn't fill

up someone’s tank,” said Firas Masri, Gaith's
cousin. A month earlier, a gasoline smuggler
had shot their uncle in almost the same spot

for also refusing to go beyond the maximum

walk again.

cover, reported

and murder rates are rising fast.

allowance the station had set. He may never

The World Bank, measuring the contrac-
tion of GDP per capita—which was down
about 40% from 2018 to 2020—and the esti-
mated time it could take for Lebanon to re-

in May that the country’s

economic crisis could rank among the top
three in the world in the past 150 years.
“At some point the crisis gets so bad that

Please tuwrn topage ALl

Sports-Betting App Rolls the Dice
On Nevada Truck-Stop Casino

Patchwork of laws leads an entrepreneur

to buy a room full of slot machines

By KaTHERINE SAvRE

LOVELOCK, Nev.—West Hol-
Iywood entrepremeur Mark
Thomas walked into the Big
Wheel Casino, tucked inside a
Conoco gas station off Inter-
state 80, and sur-
veyed his next big
deal.

About 50 slot
machines with
names like Wheel of
Fortune and Wild
Woll  chimed and
flashed in the race-
car-themed  gam-
bling room. The ca-
sing, about 90 miles

Jackpot

from Remno, mostly draws
truckers and miners, and the
room was fairly empty that
day. A gambler or two occa-
sionally strolled in and out.

Mr. Thomas is buying the
truck-stop casine to be the cen-
terpiece of the digital
sports-betting company
he co-founded, Zen-
Sports. The company’'s
app launched interna-
tionally in 2019, and
now Mr. Thomas is
looking to start taking
bets in the LS.

“It's wery far re-
moved from this,” Mr.

Please turn o page A2

U.S. Companies Split

On Vaccine

Business leaders broadly
agree they need to get more
workers vaccinated to keep the
U.S. economy humming in the
face of the f[ast-spreading
Delta variant.

By Chip Cutter,
Sarah Nassawer
arid Bob Tita

But they're split over how
best to do that. Some are dan-
gling bigger bonuses or other
incentives to cajole employees
into getting the Covid-19 vac-
cine. Others have started re-
quiring workers get the shot.

In recent days, companies
from Arkansas-based Walmart
Inc. to Microsoft Corp. in Seat-
tle have imposed vaccine man-
dates mostly on white-collar

Mandates

workers returning to offices.
Meatpacker Tyson Foods Inc.
on Tuesday took a harder line,
saying all its workers must get
the vaccine by Nowv. 1.

“We did not take this deci-
sion lightly,” Donnie King, Tv-
somn's chief executive, wrote in a
memo to  the company’s
roughly 120,000 U.S. employ-
ees. “We have spent months
encouraging our team members
to get vaccinated—today, under
half of our team members are.”

Both strategies come with

Please turn to page AIQ

+ School mask rules defy
Arizona W e B3

# Hospitals strain as Covid-19
patients fill beds e, AZ

* WHO seeks booster delays
for vaccinations ... ALD

5400_u1165
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Culture change

Afghan agony Not so funny

It's time to offer workers something
PAGE 17

more than money —

Fear greets remorseless advance
of the Taliban —sic reaD, PAGE 15

Social media causes harm under the
guise of humour — noTEBOOK, PAGE 16

State of failure
Silence over
Beirut blast

A menument to justice stands before
the grain silas that were destroyed in the
Belrut portblast. A year after the devas-
tating explosion that killed 200 people,
imjured thousands and caused $4bn af
physical damage, responsibility has yet
to be apportioned.

Political immunity s thwarting prose
cutors seeking to discover why hun-
dreds of tons of ammonium nitrate was
being stored =o badly and for so long
near the city centre.

[respite ongoing investigations no ome
has yet been tried in an open court or
found to be accountable and, for many,
the lack of progress epitomises the fail-
ure of state that led to the explosion n
the first place.
wall of silemce page &
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WHO seeks halt on Covid boosters
as poorer nations struggle for jabs

e Only 1% vaccinated in developing world e Pfizer cites Delta threat e Call for price restraint

DONATD PADLD MANCINI — ATHENS

The World Health Organization has
called for a global moraterium on
Covid-1% booster shots amid a severe
shortage of vaccines in lower-income

shat, the WHO said. In poor countries,
the figure hovers just above 1 per cent
The WHO wants 40 per cent of the
global populstion jabbed by the end of
the year, and 70 per cent by mid-zo22.
Phzer, which produces the vaccine

contimues tocause a significant number
0"||>'|||l11| admissions and Btalities.
Health experts and global regulators
are divided on the issue, but evidence
suggests the vaccines produce a short-
ened pericd of immunity, especially in

a similar mRMA vaccine, Plizer raised
prices for its labest EU supply deals. The
bloc has ordered up to 2.1bn shats to be
deliversd throough to 20235
Mariingela simio, the WHO assistant
director-general for access to medi-

Briefing

= Archegos staff set to lose $500m
Employess at Archegos, the collapsed family office
tumn by Bill Hweang, Bice losses of aboul $500m after
thevalue of a deferved pay plan setup by the firm
«crashed along with its other investments.— sacs &

= US Fed outlines scaling-back of support
Federal Reserve officials have started tosketch out
‘the path towards the withdrawal of monetary policy
suppoart, citing the economibc recovery's strength
despite a resurgenceof Covid-19 infections.— Pace2

» Hijack of Gulf merchant vessel ends
Suspected hijackers have laft amerchant vessel in
theGulfamid an apparent “potential hijack”, a UK
‘maritime gronp sadd, defusing a potential flashpoint
aftera stringof attacksonshipsin the area— pace 2

= Nissan to focus on rer)tlu'lgn( batteries
Although Nissan's Leal is no
longer the best-selling electric
«car, the group's head says his
company retains a head startin
onecmcialares: giving a second
life t car hatteries.— pace s

» Sub-zero debt pile swells to $16.5m

The value of negative-yickling debt has ballooned to
more than §16.5m, the highest in six months, as o
relenthess ghobal bond rally drags the contof
borrowing below zero.— PacE w0

= SoftBank acquires $5bn stale in Roche
The Japanese group has taken a $5bn nan-voting
stake In Swiss d rugmaker Reche wia Northstar, its
asset mamagement division that was responsible for
the “Nasdaq whale” trade — pace s LEx, pacs u

= Commerzbanl losses rise as rejig bites.
The ailing German lender swung to a higher-than-
expected loas In the second quarter as it ook a
€200m writedown for abotched IT project ansd
E300m of restruchTing costs.— PAGE &

Datawatch
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oo-0peration, especially the handful of are high, such as the UK, new waves of i d the G20 should the world that cannot afford any higher other eimten, mach
countries and compandes that cotrol infections cased by the fast-spreading sefe and Hhe G o price right now,” Simas said. aa Nerth Corcling,
the global supply of vaccines,” he said. Delta variant haore boen less severe, with commit $6bn wwards “1t's urgent that we think about this in 8 heversiee Fhet
More than half of people in high- fewer deaths and hospital admissions. achicving that end’ terms of affordable pricing ™ sre sbhave average.

imcome countries have had at least one

But where coverage is lower, Covid

TOHY BLAIR, PAGE 17
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Housing boom sparks US
policymakers’ concern

The broadest global house price boom
Far at least Two decades &5 driving up
Ihving costs and sparking Increasing
concern among LS policymakers over
affordabality for both homeswners and
renters. Matienally, house prices In May
wore 166 par cont highat Than tha year
before, ard the price spiral i feeding
Intta the nental market foo. The US
housing secretary recently sakd ‘The
high cast of housing keeps millans of
Families up evary right”

FT Series - PAGET

Robinhd(jd steals from "menie"Stocik’

playbook as day traders dr

MADISON DARBYSHIRE AND ERIC PLATT
HEW YORK

Robinhood, the trading app used by
many retail investors to drive this
year's furious rally in “meme stocks"
yesterday itsell benefited from the
phenamenon.

Shares of the brokerage surged as much
as B2 percent, promping multiple trad-
ing halts on the Nasdag exchange as its
market capitalisation briefly climbed to
$71bn, above that of companies, mclud
ing Ford, Kraft Heinz and T Rowe Price.
The rise came less than o week after a
dizappointing listing, with Robinhood
falling 8.4 per cent on debut. The surge
came after the stock was embraced by
retall Investors on social media and
options contracts tied Lo its shares
became available, analysts said.

Robinhoods commission-fres trans-

actions atracted legions of retail mves-
tors with time and money to spares dur-
ing the pandemic. The company’s app
became a central venue for trading
memestocks as customers organlsed on.
sodal media platforms such as Reddit to
bid upstodkssuch as theatre chaln ANC
and vides game retailer Gamestap.

Robinhood's momentum picked upin
recent days as some big-name investors
bought into the stock, inchuding Cathie
Waood, who manages the Investment
fund Ark Invest, Retail investor senti
ment tracker Breakout Polnt said men-
tions of the company’s ticker on Reddit
snrged yesterday morming.

Retail irvestors on Reddit began ral-
lying around the goal of a $60 share
price, up from $35.15 on Friday, and
there was “considerable cheering for
cathie [Wood]", said Ivan Cosovic,
founder of Breakoul Point. Around

ve 82% surge

noon in New York, more than 101m
shares had changed hands. The stock
head given up about hall of its earlier gain
bt it remained up 33 per centat $62.19.

"It was & very hated IPO in the retall
workd butCathie bought and some retail
investors on the sidelines decided to
give it atry.” he added.

Data provider Vanda Research sald
redail tradders had begun wo tum heavly
towards the stock on Tuesday, helping
send the shares up 24 per cent to close
above its listing price for the first time.
Options trading in Eobinhooed’s shares
began yesterday.

The derhatives, which allow traders
to specalate on moves in a stock, have
become popular with retail investors,
Dealers selling bullish call options to
investors would typically buy Robin-
hood stock to hedge their sk, pushing

the market inan upward direction.
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Protesters demanded justice in Beirut on Wednesday, a year after a lethal port explosion that deepened Lebanon’s economic crisis.

Push to Repeal
Power for War
Divides G.O.P.

By CATIE EDMONDSON

WASHINGTOMN When it
commes o reining in presidential
war powers, Senator Josh Hawley
of Missouri, regarded as a leading
prospect for the 2024 Republican
nomination, agrees with Presi-
dent Biden.,

Mr. Hawley supports repealing
a decades-old law authorizing the
use of military force in Irag, which
has been invoked as part of the le-
gal justification for other military
strikes since then and have be-
come the initial focus of a broader
effort to re-examine how much
leeway Congress should give
presidents to wage war

“It's time to kill this,” M Haw-
ley said of the law passed in 2002
to authorize the invasion of Irag
under President George W. Bush,

The senator, who has styled
himself as former President Don-
ald I Trump's populist heir, said it
was a matter of listening to his
party's voters, who he said want
“to get out” of the nation's wars.

His stance reflecis a tentative
but notable shift underway among
Republicans as the United States
haltingly disengages from what
critics call the “forever wars™ in
Afghanistan and Irag and contin-
ues to debate how to battle terror-
ist groups in the Middle East and
Africa.

After espousing hawkish, inter-
wentionist positions for decades
and almost uniformly backing the
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, the
Republican Party is now grap-
pling wirth paolitical pressure to
align itsell more closely with the
inmward-looking “America First™
foreign policy articulated by M
Trump and backed by many con-

Continued on Page AT

Inside a Historic Economic Collapse in Lebanon

By BEN HUBBARD

TRIPOLI, Lebanon — Rania
Mustafa’s living room recalls a
not-so-distant  past, when the
modest salary of 8 security guand
in Lebanon could buy an air-con-
ditioner, plush furniture and a Mat-
screen TV,

But as the country's economic
crisis worsened, she lost her job
and watched her savings evapo-
rate. Now, she plans to sell her fur-
miture to pay the rent and strug-
gles o afford food, much less elec-
tricity or a dentist o fix her 10-
year-old daughter’s broken molarn

For dinner on a recent night, lit

With Inflation at 85%,
Food, Medicine and

Fuel Are Scarce

shared thin potato sandwiches o=
nated by a neighbor The girl
chewed gingerly on one side of her
mouth to avoid her damaged
tooth.

“1 have no idea how we’ll contin-
we” said Ms. Mustafa, 40, at home
in Tripoli, Lebanon's second-larg-
est city, after Beirut.

Lebanon, a small Mediterra-

year civil war that ended in 19940,
is in the throes of a financial col-
lapse that the World Bank has said
could rank among the worlds
worst since the mid-1800s. It is
closing like a wise on families
whose money has plummeted in
walue while the cost of nearly ev-
erything has skyrocketed.

Since fall 2019, the Lebanese
pournd has lost % percent of its
walue, and annual inflation in 2020
was E4.9 percent. As of June,
prices of consumer goods had
nearly quadrupled in the previous
two years, according to govern-
ment statistics. The huge explo-
sion one year ago in the port of

Crisis Builds for Cuomo
As New Inquiries Loom

And His Support Erodes

State Party Chairman Urges Resignation
— Impeachment Push Intensifies

By MICHAEL GOLD and JONAH E. BROMWICH

Aday after the release of a dev-
astating report concluding that he
had sexually harassed 11 women,
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo found
himself increasingly isolated on
Wednesday, with his most loyal
supporters abandoning him and
three prosecutors saving they
would investigate his behavior.

Sewveral unions that had long
been aligned with Mr Cuomo
withdrew  their support on
Wednesday. Two past members of
his administration — including a
former legal adwviser who had
been consulted in the governors
strategic meetings on how to fight
the accusations — asked him tore-
sign.

By late afternoon, Mr Cuomo
hadlost the backing of perhaps his
closest political ally, Jay Jacobs,
the head of the state’s Democratic
Party, who has been the gover-
nor's staunchest defender in re-
cent months, In a statement, M
Jacobs said that the governor's re-
mowval from office was “inevira-
ble” and that Mr. Cuomo's refusal
tostep down ran counter to Mr. Ja-
cobs’s advice,

“The governor has lost his abil-
ity to govern, both practically and
morally.” said Mr. Jacobs, who was
handpicked by Mr Cuomo for the
Job in 2019,

The defection of Mr. Jacobs em-
phasized Mr, Cuomo's political ex-
ile as he faces the biggest chal-
lenge of his career: survival in the
face of growing public opposition
to his continued leadership.

Mr. Cuoomo was in Albany on
Wwednesday, remaining out of pub-
lic view. He gave mo response to
the disclosure that prosecutors in
Manhattan and Albany had al-
ready opened criminal investiga-
tions, and prosecutors in West-

asked the attorney generals office

for investigative mate

the pews that one of

gjlended. vo file a lawsuit against
im.

A lawyer for the governor on
Tuesday called the report “unfair”
“inaccurate” and “utterly biased”
Asked on Wednesday about the
criminal investigations and the
defection of some allies, a spokes-
man for the governor referved
back to Mr Cusmo's videolaped
address from Tuesday, in which he
denied any wrongdoing,

The mounting legal troubles
and political aftershocks deep-
ened the crisis confronting the
governor, and increased scrutiny
and pressure on the State Asserm-
bily, which is in the midst of a
sprawling impeachment investi-
galio

The inquiry’s slow start this
year appeared to offer Mr Cuomao
achance to bide his time, with any
prolonged delay seemingly aiding
his chances at re-election next
year. But State Assembly mem-
bers said this week that the cache

Continued on Poge ALS
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by a single cellphone, the family  nean country still haunted by a 15- Continued on Page AS chester and MNassau Counties  peachment inguiry. Page A19.
Nursing Homes | Delta Outbreak
Face Crossroads | In China Tests

Staying Atop the Skateboarding World

Sakura Yosozumi, 19, center, held off younger rivals for Japan's third gold in the sport. Page B10.

CHANE W LEE HEW IS TIMES

Mexico Sues Gun Companies in U.S., Saying They Fuel Carnage

By NATALIE KITROEFF
and OSCAR LOPEZ

MEXICO CITY For years,
Mexican officials  have com-
plained that lax LS. gun control
was responsible for devastating
bloodshed in Mexico. On Wedne:
day, they moved their campaig
into American courts, filing a law-
suit against 10 gun companies.

The lawsuit. filed in federal

court in Massachusetts, was the
first time that a national govern-
ment has sued gunmakers in the
United States, officials said. The
suit accuses the companies of ac-
tively facilitating the flow of weap-
ons vo powerful dreg cartels and
fueling a traffic in which 70 per-
cent of guns traced in Mexico are
found to hawe come from the
United States,

“For decades, the government
and its citizens have been victim-

The First Nation to Take
the Industry to Court

ized by a deadly Mood of military-
style and other particularly lethal
guns that flows from the LS.
across the border,” the lawsuit
reads. The flood of weaponry is
“the foreseeable result of the de-
fendants” deliberate actions and

business practices.”

The government cited as an ex-
ample three guns made by Colt
that appear to directly target a
Mexican audience, with Spanish
nicknames and themes that res-
onate in Mexico. One, a special
edition .35 pistol, is engraved with
the face of the Mexican revolu-
tinnary hero Emiliano Zapata and
aquote that has been attributed to
him: “It is better to die standing

Continuwed on Page AT

On Staff Shots

By MATT RICHTEL
and REED ABELSON

In late spring, the 142 nursing
homes operat by the Goo
maritan Society hit a mileston
that was unthinkable just four
months earlier: Zero cases of
Covid-19 across the whole com-
pany, from %00 at the peak of the
pandemic.

The relief was short-lived.

The case count has ticked up
again. Is still below 100 among
residents and staff, the company
said, but includes many break-
through cases of vaccinated res|
dentls testing positive. Then last
week, two vaccinated residents
died with Cowvid at the Good Sa-
maritan  Society-Dewel  County
nursing home in Clear Lake, S.D.

The company said it hed pin-
pointed the cause of the spread
there and at ather of its facilities:
The breakthroughs had happened
in the same homes where unvacci-
nated staff were testing positive.
seemingly carrying the virus into
the home from the community.

nonprofit chain that operates in 24
states,

Late last month, the company
became one of the largest long-
term care chains in the country to
order mandatory vaccines  for
staff, highlighting turmoil within
an indusiry desperate o avoid a

Contirtued on Page AL3

A Success Story

By SUI-LEE WEE
and ELSIE CHEN

In the bantle against the corona-
wirus, few places seemed as confi-
dent of victory as China.

The country of 14 billion peaple
had eradicated the virus so
quickly that it was one of the first
in the world to open up in spring
last year. People removed their
masks and gathered for pool par-
ties. In recent months, the govern-
ment has contended with sporadic
outbreaks in various provinoes,
but stamped them out swiftly by
muobilizing thousands of people to
rest and race infections, as well as
locking down communities,

That model is now locking in-
creasingly fragile in & world that
passed a grim milestone on
Wednesday: the 200 millionth re-
corded case of infection.

China is facing its biggest chal-
lenge since the wirus first erupted
in the Chinese city of Wuhan last
the highly transmissible
wvariant that is rapidly
spreading throughout the country.
Chinese officials have acknowl-
edged that curbing this outbreak
will be much harder than the oth-
ers, owing vo the fast, asymplom-
atic spread of the variant.,

Globally, the virus is continuing
o infect at an astonishing rate. It
took more than a year for the pan=
demic to reach its 100 millionth
case, and litthe more than six
months 1o double that.

‘hile the number of cases are

Continwed on Page AI0

INTERMNATIONAL Ad.10

Fires Turn Political in Turkey
President Recep Tayvyip Erdogan faces
eriticism over his handling of the worst
PAGE Al

forest blazes in decades,

Racing to Save Their Herds

A dry season in Canada made worse by
climate change has left cattle ranchers
PAGE A4

with dwindling feed.
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Some advice from experts.

The Missing $5,800 Whiskey
The bottle of booze, a gift from Japan to
former Secretary of State Mike Pom-
pen, exceeded the S300 limit on what

ULS. officials may keep.

A Guide for the Vaccinated

The Delta variant has raised new ques-
tions about how the inoculated can stay
safe and avold breakthrough infections.

BUSINESS B1-6

PAGE AlZ diesel emissions.

PAGE A20

Testing an Electrified Highway
In Germany, specially outfitted tractor-
trailers are running on power provided
by overhead wires as a way to eliminate

Out of Office, Out of Mind?

The benefits of working remately can
alsa come with bias against those who
aren’t seen around the hallways. PAGE B1

THURSDAY STYLES D1.6
A Well-Heeled Prince

Shoes owned by

the singer
PAGE Bl

SPORTS B7-16

Success for Centrist Democrats

A recent string of victories for tradi-
tional Democratic leaders signals a
season of setbacks for the party's more

progressive wing.

PAGE A200

Best by Leaps and Bounds

Two American women broke the existing
world record in the 400-meter hurdles
Only one gets a gold medal,

PAGE B

Gincluding a
pair, right, worn
while singing
“Raspberry
Beret™) are on

ARTS C1-8

Pirouettes in the Forecast
At a Massachusetts dance center, the
performers have learned to take their
cwes from a meteorologlst.

PAGE C1

Making Improv More Diverse
Former members of the Upright C
zens Brigade have started a new group,

view at Paisley Squirrel Comedy Theater, PAGE C1
Park., PAGE DS
OPINION A24.25
Masks as a Lasting Accessory Alex Azar PAGE A28
Some sellers and designers in the
United States are starting to think that
the rise of the new variant may mean
face coverings are here to stay. PAGE D2 254613W 9



5400_u1165

ST os Anareles

B2T5 DESIGNATED AREAS HIGHER

A SHIFT
FROM
U.S.” ‘LET
IT BURN’
POLICY

Forest Service will
prioritize putting out
fires over letting some
thin out remote brush.

By ANITA CHABRIA
AaND LiLa SEIDMAN

SACRAMENTO — Fac-
ing criticism over its prac-
tice of monitoring some fires
ratherthan qu_u:kl;, snuffing
them out, the U.S. Forest
Service has told its fire-
fighters to halt the policy
this year to better prioritize
respurces and help prevent
small blazes from growing
into uncontrollable confla-
grations.

The change came days af-
ter politicians in California
and the West, including Gow.
Gavin Newsom, publicly
challenged the “let it burn™
approach after the Tama-
rack fire ignited last month,
as The Times detailed in a
story Sunday.

It also comes as Oerce
winds are expected to collide
with bone-dry conditions at
the massive Dixie fire in
MNorthern California, already
California’s eighth-largest in
recorded history at more
than 270,000 acres, leaving
firefighters bracing for fur-
ther spread during & red Mag
warning that goes through
Thursday. Currently, the
blaze is 35% contained with
nearly 5,000 personnel work-
ing to stop its advance.

Instead of letting some
naturally caused small
blazes burn, the agency's
priorities will shift this year,
1.5, Forest Service Chief
Randy Moore indicated to
the stafl in a letter Monday,
The focus, he said, will be on
firefighter and public safety.

Moore, who took over as
head of the agency last
month, wrote that the 2021
fire season is “different from
any before” and posed a “na-
tional erisis™ that required
the TS Forest Service Lo
put on hold its mission to
groom forest lands — at
times by letting wildfire
clear them — to make them
more resilient to fires. In-
stead, he said, the agency
will use its strained re-

[See Firefighting, A7)
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Noan BEroER Associoted Press

HUNTER McKEE pets Rosy after evacuating the horse to the edge of Lake Almanor on Tuesday as the Dixie

fire advanced. Gow. Gavin Newsom and others

have criticized the federal “wait and see”™ approach to wildfires.
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INTO DANGE
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She was promised school,
but was forced to be a slave

By Gemma Holliani Cahya and David Pierson

REFORTING FROM JAKARTA, INDONESLA

Imxme BAmLIAR For The Ti
a Jakarta family offered to house

WHEN Sri Siti Marni was 11,

Darni

tior.

her and pay for her education. Then came nine years of abuse.

Sri Sitlh Marnl was 11 years old
when her aunt introduced her to a
wealthy acquaintance
karta who promised to take herin
and pay for her schooling.

It was a generous offer, deliv-
ered unexpectedly. Marni's par-
ents couldn't refuse. Her father,
who made a lving as a driver, deliv-
eryman and parking lot attendant,
struggled to raise eight children.
Marni, his eldest, had no hope of a
better life without continuing her
education.

from Ja-

packed clothes and

hijabs and left her hometown of
Bogor, on the outskirts of the Indo-
nesian capital. The door opened to
the family of Meta Hasan Musdali-
fah, a former singer, who told Marni
tocall her “Mama”™ and to treat her
four children as siblings. Marni felt
like she was going on a long vaca-

[See Indonesia, A4]

“There are scars all over my body.... Every now and then when I'm
alone, the memories of those vears come back and I can’ help but cry.”

- SrRI S1TT MARNI, former child domestic worker in Indonesia

mmes

latimes.com

L.A. to
consider
vaccine
proof
mandate

City Council proposal
would apply to indoor
places such as stores,
restaurants and gyms.

By LuxkE MONEY AND
EmiLy ALPERT REVES

With coronawvirus cases
continuing to rise, Los Ange-
les is now considering a pro-
posal to reqguire proof of
COVID-19 inoculation as a
condition of entry at a host
of indoor pub spaces in
what, if passed, would be the
widest-ranging vaccination-
wverification effort in the city
et

The motion, introduced
Wednesday by City Council
President Nury Martinez
and Councilman Mitch
O'Farrell, would reguire eli-
gible individuals to demon-
strate that they've recelved
at least one vaccination dose
Lo visit indoor places such as
restaurants, bars., retail
stores. gvins, spas. movie
theaters, stadiums and con-
cert venues.

The mowve comes amid a
surge in coronavirus cases
fueled by the highly infec-
tious Delta variant, which
has both public ofMicials and
private businesses scram-
Bling to slow the spread.
Some LA, restaurants have
already begun requiring
proof of vaccination for cus-
tomers, saying they hope
that action can forestall the
more intense restrictions
seen earlier in the pandemic
that pushed some retallers
to their breaking point.,

A prowing number of
public agencies, private

[See Vaccination, AG]

Delay booster
shots, WHO says
.M. agency tells wealthy
countries to hold off until
all nations have access to
vaccinations. WoRLD, A3
LAUSD summer
school infections
Cases rose steadily over
five weels but affected a
small proportion of kids
and staff. c .

COLUNMN ONE

Breaking up is not hard to do

Beach volleyball is
‘like high school
dating,” with changing
partners and tips on
dumping someone.

By BENn BOLOH
REFPORTING FROM TOREYO

ach time he intro-

duced a beach

volleyball partner

to a friend, Patrick

Powers used the
same preface.

“Hey,” Powers would say,
“here’s my new ex-partner.™
It was a reminder that

nothing lasts in beach vol-
leyball, especially partner-
ships. Players get hurt. They
retire They start to be-
grudge each other. Maybe
one realizes he or she can do
better with somebody else.

That's allit takes foran
allegiance to frayand a
courtship to begin, resulting
in a new pairing. Over one's
career, the process repeats
itself multiple times, part-
ners discarding each other
as easily as a badly ripped
tank top.

“All partnerships are
doomed to die,” said Karch
Kiraly, the legendary beach

[See Volleyball, AG]
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TOKYO OLYMPICS

Fonent GaoTmuizn Los Angeles T1

DIAMOND RIVALS

History comes into play as Japan and South
Korea face off. Times writers of Japanese and
Korean heritage discuss, PERSPECTIVES, A2

S

Fhotos, results and analysis from our team in Japan can
be found in Sports, D4, and at LATIMES. . COM AOLYMPICS

Mexico is suing
TU.S. gun

The government says
the industry’s negli-
gence and illegal com-
mercial p!‘ﬂ.(!tlDEE fuel
the nation’s homicide
epidemic. WORLD, Az

4 GOP Newsom
rivals debate

Gubernatorial hope-
fuls criticize mas]
mandates, critical race
theory and, of course,
the incumbent facing
recall. CALIFORNIA, B1

Animal activist
gets probation
Charges against Marc
Ching, of providing
treatment without a
license came after a
Times investigation.
CALIFORNILA, B1

Scherzer

in L.A. debut
The Dodgers’ new star
pitcher struck out 100
Astros hitters in seven
innings en route to a
T-B home victory over
Houston. SPORTS, D1

WWeather
Sunshine.
L.A. Basin: B5/°6841. BG

Pﬂnl.edw'n.hmylnkﬁ-un
partially recycled

A
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I.ong battle lost for
veterans cemetery

Plan for burial site at
former El Toro base in
Irvine is defeated by
fierce opposition.

By Hannan Fry
AND PRISCELLA VEGA

In Irvine, every detalil is
intentional

From the lush parks to
the sparkling pools of its
master-planned villages, the

city offers a perfect balance
of nature and suburban life.
Even the street names in
its Great Park neighbor-
hoods. which have popped

up over the last decade
around the former Marine
Corps Air Station El Toro,
were developed in consulta-
tion with a feng shui master.

But there's one amenity
that Great Park neighbors
say will never fit: a veterans
cemetery.

A nearly decade-long
battle over a military ceme-
tery in the city has pitted vet-
erans, residents and politi-
cians against one another,
with ewvery side asserting
support for their preferred
location and myriad reasons
why the plan hasn't ad-
wanced.

The hostile reaction to

[See Cemetery, A9]

FRANCINE OBR Los Angeles Times

GENE KAPLIN, left, and Don Geller, who supported
the Irvine cemetery plan, outside a council meeting.

BUSINESS INSIDI

- The L.A. luxury condo market is roaring back from the pandemic. A8
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$140

Otra vez por

penales, el clasico
fue para Boca

Trasempatar 0-0en los 90 minutos, el Xeneize
derrotda River 4 alen ladefinicion desde los 12
1::154)5;enl'nentar:iencuarm:-sdeﬁn:l.l:lF‘:atmn:lm1
de Parand, por la Copa Argentina. Deportes

EFEDRINA: LIBERARON
AL EMPRESARIO
PEREZ CORRADI

—seguridad

Lajueza de la causa lo resolvio porque
Estados Unidos retirdel pedidode
extradiccion para juzgarlo por traficode
drogas. Pagina24

LA NACI

JUEVES 5 DE AGOSTO DE 2021

LANACION.COM.AR

Combinaran
vacunas de
AstraZeneca
v Moderna
con Sputnik

coronavIRUS. El Gobierno anuncié que
son compatibles; lo hardn para suplir la
falta de envios de segundas dosis rusas

Tras semanas de estudios clinicos,
el Gobiernoanuncidayer quese po-
dricombinarla primeradosisdela
Spumik V con las de AstraZeneca
¥ Moderna, para suplir el faltante
del segundo componente de lava-
cunarrusa.

Elanunciolo hizo la ministra de
Salud, Carla Vizzotti, juntoa sus pa-
res Nicolds Kreplak (provincia de
Buenos Aires)y Ferndn Quirds (ciu-
dad), enuna conferenciade prensa
en la Casa Rosada.

El gobierno nacional debid avan-
zarenlosesmudiossobre lacombina-
cion de vacunas por el desfase que
existeen laentregadelaprimeray la
segunida dosis de la vacuna rusa. De
hecho, hay una diferencia de seis
millones de personas entre quie-
nes recibieron la primera dosis so-
lamente y quienes denen aplicado
el esquema completo,

De ese numero, cerca de dos mi-
llones de pers tienen excedido
el plazo de 90 dias entre ambas, y
en su mayoria se trata de adultos
mayores, por lo que la demora re-
presenta un riesgo para su salud.
Pagina2

Inmunizar,

la apuesta
electoral de la
Casa Rosada

“Wacunaenbrazo, plataen bolsillo”,
es la frase que se repite en varios
despachos de la Casa Rosada, que
deposita en el plan de vacunacicn
¥ la combinacién de dosis contra
el Covid-19 sus mayores expectat-
vas frentea un horizonte electoral
complejo. Con unaeconomia pro-
fundamente golpeada, cuya crisis
seacrecentd con la cuarentena de
2020, el Gobierno apuesta aquela
inmunizacidn permita unavuelta
alanormalidady empujela react-
vacion econdmica, Pagina 2

Losinfectdlogos aconsejan
aceptarlas dosisdeotra marca
MauricioGiambartolomei, PAginad
Bajaron los casos de Covid y
aparecieronotras infecciones
Maria Ayzaguer. Paginas

La causa de
los cuadernos
cumplio tres
anos y espera
el juicio

coimas. Hay mas de un

centenar de imputados.
Pagina 14

Un sindicalista
ofrece devolver
lo que robé
parano ir preso
ENTRE Rios. José Allende,
de UPCN, acordd entregar
JSS1,2 millones; falta el

aval del juez.
Paginald

EL ESCENARIO

Fernandez ensaya un
acercamiento a EE.UU.

Iberto Ferndndez podria,
antesde fin deafio, ser reci-
bido por Joe Biden enlaCa-
sa Blanca. Sobre el telén de fondo
de esa posibilidad se recortarin
las conversaciones que manten-
drén mafiana el Presidente y sus
funcionarios con Jake Sullivan, el

Carlos Pagni

LA AN

consejero de Seguridad Nacional
de la Casa Blanca, que visita Bue-
nos Aires. Lade Sullivan es unavi-
sitade principalimportancia para
las relaciones exteriores argenti-
nas: es un funcionario del mss al-
0 nivel, que cruza en sus compe-
tencias la seguridad interna con

la politica exterior. Para calibrar
su relevancia: fue el papel en el
que descolld Henry Kissinger en
las administraciones de Richard
Nixon y Gerald Ford. Aunque
Kissinger fue, ademis, secreta-
rio de Estado, es decir, canciller.
Contimiaen la pagina 11

‘ JUEGOS oLiMPICOS TOKIO 2020

LANACIONEN JAPON

SANTIAGO FILIFUZZENVIADG BSFRCIAL

Las Leonas van por el oro tan ansiado

TOKIO {Enviado especial).- Siempre vigentesy portadoras de grandes alegrias para el deporte argentino, Como en
Sidney 2000y en Londres 2012, donde lograron la medalla plateada, las Leonasvolverin a jugar la final olimpica.
Trasvencer ala India por 2-1, mafiana, alas 7, definirdn ante Paises Bajos, en busca del oro en Tokio 2020, Deportes
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Bolsonaro abraga ministro
Ciro Nogueira em posse na
Casa Civil pedre LadeiraFohsprass

toquio 92020
BOLA DENTRO

Selegdo feminina de vilei
wvence russas de virada
e disputara semifinal p. 2

BOLA FORA

Com elummalges pais
fica sem medalha no vélei
de praia pela1? vez p.3

+ OPINIAD Angelo Ishi
Revistas de esporte
e mangas inspiram
medalhistas do Japao p.7

+ BRONZE NO ATLETISMO
Wa infancia, Alison dos
Santos teve de superar
tirmidez para correr p.u

INustrada C1

Em filme sobre Luiz
Gama, Jeferson De
volta as origens da
luta antirracista

Iustrada C2

Pela 1 vez, Flip tera
curadoria coletiva,
em edigao inspirada
em plantas e floresta

Turismo Cé6
Viajantes sonham
com férias de fim de
ano, e médicos citam
cuidados e riscos
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Bolsonaro diz que pode usar
armas fora da Constituicao

Alexandre de Moraes incluiu presidente como investigado no inquérito do STF sobre fake news

O presidente Jair Bolsona-
ro voltou a ameacar a reali-
zagao de eleigdes em 2022 &
declarou que pode atuar fo-
ra dos limites constitucio-
nais. Horas anres, o minis-
rodo Supremo Tribunal Fe-
deral Alexandre de Moraes
o incluira como investigado
no inguérito das fake news.

+ AGENDA DO BRASIL
CANOAGEM
21h52 1000m individuais,
classificatoria {masculing])
PENTATLO MODERNG
2h30 MNatagdo 200m livre,
classificatoria (femmining)
SALTO ORNAMENTAL
3h Classificatoria (masculing)

+

CORRIDA DO OURO
ATLETISMO

9h 400 m rasos (masculing)
MARCHA ATLETICA,
T7h30 50km (masculing)
4h30 20km (femining)
FUTEBOL

23h Swécia x Canada
(fernining}

VOLEI DE PRAIA

23h30 (ferminino)

BOXE (PESO PESADO)
3h05 (masculing)

“Um inquérito que nasce
sem qualquer embasamen-
to juridico n&o pode come-
gar por ele [STF]. Ele abre,
apura e pune? Estd dentro
das quatro linhas da Cons-
tituicdo? Nao estd, entiao o
antidoto para isso também
nio é dentro das guatro li-
nhas da Constituicao”, disse.

Populagio com
18 anos ou mais™
somenos  totalmente
uma dose vacinada
Brasil 67,1% a7,1%
— ]
Ms 1% 45,6%
RS 73.3% 34.9%
3%
ﬁwmnme -mdmda
wandnnaplkndn
unica
Brasil W mi 43,6 mi 3.9 mi
TSP 27smi wBmi 11 mi
MG 103mi 3Eml 4493 mil
3R Z9mi 31mi 2743 mil

Dadas das 20k de 4_3g0 "o mencs.
uma dose: tamou dese Onica ou 1°
dose. Totalmente vacnada: tamou
dese Gnica ou 2* dese **Em relagho
a4 dias

0O comentario foi feito em
longa entrevista ao vivo & ra-
dio Jovem Panna qual propa-
gou o pedido para instaurar
urmna CPl sobre a wma eletrd-
nica e falou em usar armas
de oposicio. "Jogo dentro
das guatro linhas da Cons-
tituicio, e jogo, se preciso,
com as armas do outro lado”

3
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‘Lira dcfendn’:

retaguarda’ a
pesquisa eleitoral
O presidente da Cimara,
Arthur Lira (PP-AL), de-
fendeu o que chamou de

“retagu " deroais dias
antes de elei¢des em que
fosse adotado um “cuida-
do maior”™ com informa-
¢oes repassadas por pes-
quisas eleitorais. Poderalo

Chefe da FAB procura

Gilmar para refutar golpe
Em almogo, brigadeiro
Carlos Almeida Baptista
Ir. diz a ministro do STF
que rejeita golpismo, em
meio a crise do Judicia-
rio com Jair Bolsonaro. as

0 presidente do Tribunal
Superior Eleitoral, Luis Ro-
berto Barroso, chamou os
ataques ao sistema de ver
tente do autoritarismo atal.

Bolsonaro passou ontem
a ser investigado no ingué-
rito do STF gue apura o es-
quema de informagdes fal-
sas na campanha de 2018.

A central Carol durante partida de volei contra o Comité Olimpico Russo em Téquio; brasileiras venceram as russas de virada por 3 sets a1 e vao disputar semifinal aneonin Thultliesare

A solicitacao veio do TSE
e diz respeito 4 corrente dis-
seminacio de mentiras so-
bre a urna eletronica e ade-
claragdes de Bolsonaro no
mesmo sentido. A Folha re-
velou, em 2018, que a rede
de mentiras era
empresirios gue apoiavam
oagora presidente. Poder A4

BC eleva juros basicos em 1
ponto, maior alta em 18 anos

Diante da alta dos precos e

das revistes nas expectan

wvas do mercado a in-
flagéo, o Comité de Politica
Monetdria do Banco Central

elevou ontem a taxa basica
de juros (Selic) em 1 ponto

percentual, a 5,25% a0 ano.
E a maior alta em 18 anos.

Manifesto pede respeito
As urnas e aceitagio do
resultado em 2022 a0

b
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‘seminariosfolha _ S
O futuro do varejo
e o varejo do futuro

=

" Abilio Diniz

membro do conselho do grupo Carrefour
& do Carrefour Brasil

Mudangas tecnoldgicas

m Varejo e sustentabilidade

Acompanhe ao vivo o
debate sobre o futuro
do varejo e descubra
que ele ja comegou.

EVENTO GRATUITO

HOJE
15SH10 AS 17H30

A decisio ja era esperada
pela maioria dos consulto-
res e economistas, mas de-
sagradou & indistria. Para
a Fiesp, o BC pde em risco
arecuperacao da atividade.

O Copom ja indicou que
farda novo aumento de 1 pon-
toemsetembro. mMercado a7

Mortes por transtornos

ligados ao dlcool sobem

A capital paulista regis-
trou no primeiro ano de
pandemia um aumento
de 156,3% de mortes por
transtomos causados pelo
aleool, indica relatério. m

Renan Sukevicius
Suicidio de jovem
de 16 anos expoe
internet doente
Coridiano B&

EDITORIAIS A2

Instabilidade € regra
Acerca delegislacao eleito-
ral em debate na Camara.
De filho para mae

Sobre Ciro Nogueira e a
supléncia de senadores.

ISP [4pa- 478




ULTIMAHORA &

ARSI, o %, www., ultimahora.com

La ARP advierte que la inseguridad existente desalienta las inversiones

Grupos criminales armados
siembran terror en el Norte

Realizaron al menos 6 actos sangrientos que costaron la vida de 7 paraguayos en un mes.
Falta de control en caminos vecinales facilita el libre desplazamiento de los delincuentes.

PAGINAS 16, 5O y BY

| Andrés Silva alerta sobre triunfalismo

Binacionales se convirtieron | Batalia contra el Covid hay

que ganar con comunicacion

en retiro de oro de politicos |
o simidsr B | Lo dijo en Mina 2 [ farde, por Monumental
Buscan Xy M ' Cristaldo denuncia fines

PALING 35

premm_ dorado r.;;_;_--’ . . & .:f-  politicos de paro fletero

| Rechazan chicana en caso facturas falsas
| | Tribunal destraba proceso
‘contra directivos de Imedic

Palms 22

1 | Gobernacién Central
| CorpEIEuCIES DIITAES SHIE dice que

PEAD T TRIK AR

051 FEADTUIE 17 | se Cﬂnﬁnﬂm

irregularidades
de Hugo Javier
= - —-! | PAGING B
tiene salario de G. 46 | Participan mas de 60 tiendas
millones, pero Itaipd le paga Maiiana se inicia feria de
“auxilio de alimentacion”. descuentos Agosto Liquida
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Pourquoi le prix du pétrole
est reparti a la hausse

La reprise mondiale et la politique de 'Opep ont porté le baril a plus de 70 dollars. Les prix de
I'or noir devraient rester élevés, sauf si I'épidémie de Covid paralyse a nouveau I'économie.

Le prix du baril de brent est
passé de 19 dollars en avril
2020 & presque 80 dollars il y
a quelques semaines. Le pé
trole a sombré avec le coup
d'arrét du premier confine

ment planétaire. Depuis, a
mesure  que 1'économie
mondiale retrouve des cou-
leurs, la demande redémarre
et tire les prix i la hausse. En
limitant ['augmentation de

leur production, les pays de
1"Opep  soutiennent les
cours. Logiquement, les prix
4 la pompe ont bondi de plus
de 20 centimes en un an, an
grand dam des automobilis

tes francais, et ils devraient
rester élevés dans les mois a
venir.

A plus long terme, c'est 'in
connu. La vitesse de déve
loppement des transports

- LE PETROLE SE REINSTALLE A SES HAUTS NIVEAUX D'AVANT-CRISE -» LE LITRE DU SUPER 95 A GRIMPE DE 25 CENTIMES EN UN AN
- LE BRUT EN HAUSSE DE 40 % DEPUIS LE DEBUT DE L'ANNEE - LES PRIX DE L'ELECTRICITE AUSSI SENVOLENT SUR LES MARCHES FAGES 20, 21 ET LEDITORIAL

Irak : sept ans apreés
le génocide, le calvaire sans
fin des femmes yazidies

électriques, le déploiement
du télétravall et la stratégie
d'investissement des majors
sont autant de facteurs qui
Jjoueront sur les prix du pé

trole dans les années a venir,

M.arryrp.u_ par I'Etat islamique & partir d’aotit 2014, cette minorité peine a se ru_un-dnnn Six mille fermmes et jeunes

filles furent réduites en esclavage. Leur rémsertion dans la communauté reste difficile. Paces

E EDITDRIAL par Jacques~Olivier Martin jornartinglefigarofr
Au pays de l'or noir

e monde a du pétrole mais aussi des
idées pour s'en passer! Energies re
nouvelables, moteurs électriques a
batteries ou i hydrogéne pour les
voitures, les trains et, peat -étre, de-
main, les avions, bitiments a énergie positive,
chasse au gaspi, traque au carbone... Une seule
prioTité : faire disparaitre au plus vite les hy-
drocarbiires poiir Féduire les dmissions de COy
et freiner I'augmentation de la température de
la planéte dans les décennies i venir.
Tout ke monde est sur le pont. La Commission
curopéenne a réaffirme mi-juillet son souhait
d"atteindre la neutralité carbone en 2050. La
Chine s'est fixé "année 2060 pour v parvenir.
Les Ftats, les régions, kes métropoles ont par-
tout lewr propre calendrier, Les entreprises
multiplient les innovations vertes. Méme les
geants de 1'or noir jurent qu'ils seront propres
dans quelgues décennies.
Prenons garde pour autant a ne pas aller plus
vite que la musique. Mettre fin au pétrole,
c’est tourner le dos a une révolution indus-
trielle sur laquelle nous avons béti notre déve-
loppement, nos emplois, notre richesse de
puis plus d'un siecle, LUn choix jugeé nécessaire
au regard du defi climatique, certes, mais a

trés haut risque : 'accelération de la voiture
électrique ne menace-1-elle pas des centaines
de bassins industriels et des millions d'emplois
en Europe et en Amerigque du Nord 7

C'est également devoir accepter pendant des
années (des décennies?) des prix élevés du
fioul ou des carburants 4 mesure que les efforts
d’exploration diminueront, mais aussi de tou-

Mettre fln tes les énergies de

substitution, dont le
au pétmle. développement né
. ) cessite des investis-
c'est tourner sements  considéra-
le dos a une bles. Rien de bon, la
. g encore, pour les phas
revolutlon modestes, ceux qui
industrielle che_rLdu::} _I.l: plua
des énergies fossiles
et peuvent le moins dépenser pour s'en af
franchir. C’est aussi déstabiliser et appauvrir
des pays producteurs qui ne vivent que grice a
lavente de barils...
Répondre a l'urgence climatique sans allumer
la colére sociale, ni briser le fragile équilibre
mondial, I'équation de la fin du pétrole est ex
plosive et d'une immense complexiteé... At
rention au retour de flamme ! m
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Covid,
Liban...

Les vacances
studieuses
de Macron

a Brégancon

Aprés avoir lancé sur les ré-
seaux soeclauy une opération
de pédagogie sur la vaccina
tion et le passe sanitaire, le
chel de I'Etal a participé
mercredi, depuis sa résiden-
ce d'été, a la troisieme
conférence internationale de
soutien a la population liba-
naise. Une opération qui a
permis de collecter 370 mil-
lions de dollars, un an aprés
la meurtriere explosion qui a
dévasté le port de Beyrouth,
PAGES ZET3



Twenty things
young people
have [dll“l tus

during thls
summer
of sport _

Millions get
holiday boost
as quarantine
rules relaxed

Jessica Elgot and Natalie Grover

Millions of Britons were given the
green light to travel to Europe’s
holiday hotspots yesterday, avoid-
ingquarantine on return from France
and Spain, where concerns have been
raised about Covid variants,

Ministers said fully vaccinated
holidaymakers returning from France
would nolonger need to quarantine,
and ditched plans fora “watchlist™ of
amber countries such as Spain.

The announcement is likely to par-
tially revive the tourism sector but
will raise questions about whether
the government is being complacent
about the spread of the Beta variant,

The decision to abandon the
watchlist idea, under pressure from

Inside

Coronavirus jabs will

be offered to all 16- and
17-year-olds under
new guidance Page 10 —

mutinous cabinet ministers, willalso
put UK tourists at nisk of having their
plans aborted without any notice,
raising the spectre of a repeat of last
summer's chaotic travel corridors.

Under-18s and those Fully jabbad
in the UK are now exempt from quat-
antine, as well as those who have
been vaceinated in the EU and US.

Boris Johnson signed off the deal
under pressure from his chancellor,
Rishi Sunak, who had declared the
UK was lagging behind vaccinated
nations. It also ends a tense diplo-
matic situation over the quarantine
measures for France, towhich senior
paliticians in Paris had objected.

However, in a final note of caution,
the government warned there were
still concerns about Spain, the most
popularsummer destination for Brit
ish tourists, and said it would be kept
under close watch.

Concerns had grown that the UK
would not have the hotel capacity
for hundreds of thousands of Britons
returning from Spain ifit was forced
ontotheradlist, which requires quar-
antine in a supervised facilitv. Even
during last year’s disrupted travel

season, at least 3.2 million @e
Britons travelled to Spain.

Genetic secret to age of
menopause discovered

Natalie Grover
Science correspondent

Aseries of genetic signals that influ-
ence the age of menopause have been
identified, potentially paving the
way to fertility treatment that could
extend the natural reproductive

5400_u1165

lifespan of women, Researchers
scanned the genes of more than
280,000 women and found nearly
300 penetic signals that researchers
say could help identify why some
womenare predisposed toearly men-
opause, the health consequences of
going through menopause early,
and whether these signals can be

Sid Owen If not for acting,
I'd havegoneto prison’

manipulated to improve a woman's
fertility.

The study - led by scientists from
the universities of Cambridge, Exe-
ter and Copenhagen and still in its
early stages - found that two genes
named Chekl and Chek2 were the
key tounderstanding the difference
between these women

Their data suggested that women
whao lacked enough Chek2 protein
experienced menopause more than
three years later than those who had
normal Chek? levels. When Chelk2
levels were manipulated tobe under-
expressed in mice, its offspring were

born with more eggs — suggesting a
longer reproductive life span.
Similarly, when Chekilevels were
enhanced in the mice, that also
extended the offspring’s reproduc-
tive lifespan by improving its eggs.
Dr Katherine Ruth, a co-author
of the study from the University of
Exeter, said: *We hope our work
will help provide new possibilities
ta help women plan for the future.
By finding many more of the genetic
causes of variability in the timing of
menopause, we have shown that we

can start 1o predict which oe
women might have earlier
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‘I'm so stoked"
Sky Brown
makes history
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Kae Tempest
Greek tragedy
in a Covid age

The writer on bringing
anall-female Sophocles
playtoLondon's
National Theatre
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