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What’s
News

Business & Finance

he Federal Reserve

inched toward scaling
back the easy money poli-
cies adopted at the start of
the pandemic by signaling
that the process could
start later this year. Al
# Robinhood priced its IO
at $38 a share, at the low
end of expectations, after
the popular trading platform
met tepid demand for its
highly anticipated debut. Al

+ Facebook posted sharp
in revenue and profit,
fueled by robust digital ad
spending, as it continues to
face scruting owver the size and
influence of its platforms. Bl

+ Boeing reported its first
quarterly profit in nearly two
years and said it needs orders
from China to participate fully
in a stronger-than-expected
recovery in air travel. B1

* Pfizer expects sales of its
Covid-19 vaccine this year
to reach about $33.5 billion,
up nearly 20% from its fore-
cast three months ago. Bl

+ The Dow and S&P 500
slipped, losing 0.4% and
0.02%, respectively, while the
Masdaq added 0.7%. Trea-
sury yields edged higher. B11L

* Samsung Electronics
offset relative weakness in
smartphone shipments by
capitalizing on another
quarter of roaring demand
for its memory chips. B4

+ Ford Motor posted a
surprise second-quarter
profit and raised its earn-
ings outlook for the yvear. B3

+ Baxter International is
in talks to buy medical-
equipment maker Hill-Rom,
which has a market value
well exceeding $8 billion.

World- Wide

S —

+ A bipartisan group of
senators struck an agree-
ment on a roughly $1 tril-
lion infrastructure pack-
age after grinding months
of talks, hammering out
enough details to propel the
deal past its first procedural
hurdle just hours later. Al

+ Biden was expected to
announce that his adminis-
tration will require federal
employees to get vacci-
nated or be regularly
tested for Cowvid-19, accord-
ing to a person familiar
with the discussions. A3

+ The administration will
continue to block mi fam-
11% from Seekmg humanitar-

initially planning to exempt
Farnilies from the public-health
measure known as Title 42 A6

# FTC chief Khan, appear-
ing before a House com-
mittes, said online digital
platforms are partly to
blame for a surge in fraud
reported by Americans
during the pandemic. Ag

+ The Justice

warned states they must

comply with federal election
led

narrowing voting options. Ad
+ Remington Arms offered
to pay nearly $33 million to
settle claims that its market-
ing practices were in part re-
sponsible for the 2012 Sandy
Hook school massacre. AG

# China’s new envoy to the
LS, struck a conciliatory note
upon his arrival i]lWashj.ng—
ton, pledging to repair the

increasingly testy relation-
ship between the countries. AS
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BIG SPLASH: American Katie Ledecky,

Ledecky Gets Gold in Olymplc Debut of Her Slgnature Event

s e
center, won her first gold medal of the Tokyo Games on Wednesdav in the Ohrmnk
debut of the women's 1,500-meter freestyle. Her teammate, Erica Sullivan, finished second in the event. Al6

Bipartisan Group of Senators
Reaches Infrastructure Deal

By AnoREW DUEHREN
Anp KrisTina PETERSON

WASHINGTON—A biparti-
san group of senators struck
an agreement on a roughly $1
trillion infrastructure package
Wednesday after grinding
months of talks, hammering
out enough details to propel
the deal past its first proce-
dural hurdle just hours later.

The Senate voted G7-32 to
begin consideration of the bill,
above the 60 required and re-
versing a failed effort a week
earlier when many specifics of
the deal were still under nego-
tiation. Republican negotiators

said Wednesday they now had
enough confidence in the de-
tails of the agreement to allow
it to move forward. Senate Mi-
nority Leader Mitch MeConnell
{R., Kv.) backed the motion.

Megotiators cast the agree-
ment and wote as proof that
hipartisanship was still possi
ble in a deeply divided Wash-
ington. Lawmakers hawve for
years tried and failed to put
together a bipartisan agree-
ment on the issue.

“Despite the popularity and
the need for it, Washington
hasn't been able to get it done,
This time, we're going to get it
done,” said Sen. Rob Portman

{R., Ohia), the lead GOP nego-
tiator in the talks.
Completing the infrastruc-
ture agreement, which law-
makers and aides said would
provide for roughly $550 hil-
lion in spending abowve pro-
jected federal lewels, is the
first step Democrats hope to
take toward approving much
of President Biden's agenda on
Capitol Hill in the coming
months. That includes Demo-
crats’ parallel $£3.5 rtrillion
child care, education, health-
care and mate-change plan.
Mr. Biden supported the bi-
partisan approach and cheered
the deal, calling it “the most

significant long-term invest-
ment in our infrastructure and
competitiveness in nearly a
century.”

The bipartisan group of 10
senators has been working for
weeks toward an agreement
on the details of a loose
framework for fresh spending
on roads, bridges, water infra-
structure and broadband ac-
cess, among other measures.

The package still faces a
long road to becoming law.
Having cleared this first pro-
cedural hurdle, lawmakers will
now need to navigate a poten-
tially lengthy amendment pro-

Please turn to page AL

Fed Hints
At Slower
Pace for
Buying
Assets

Central bank sees
economy making
progress on inflation,
employment goals

By Nick TIMIRAOS

WASHINGTON—The Federal
Reserve inched toward scaling
back the easy-money policies
adopted at the start of the pan-
demic by signaling that the pro-
cess could start later this vear.

The Fed cut its benchmark
interest rate to near zero in
March 2020 and has been pur-
chasing at least $120 billion a
month in Treasurys and mort-
gage bonds to provide extra
stimulus to the economy. Offi-
cials since the end of last year
said those purchases would
continue until they see “sub-
stantial further progress™ to-
ward their goals of low unem-
ployvment and stable inflation.

Officials said in a statement
Wednesday, at the conclusion
of their two-day meeting, “the
econonyy has made progress to-
ward these goals” this vear and
indicated they would “assess
progress in coming meetings."

That is a clue the Fed could
outline plans to start reducing,
or tapering, the purchases,
later this year. The central
bank’s next meetings are
scheduled for Sept. 21-22 and
Naow. 2-3.

Please rurntopage A2

# Fixes urged to gird Treasury

[y = T — aAZ
+ U.S. government bond yields
edge higher..@a o, Bll1

Facebook Profit Doubles on Ads

Facebook's second-guarter profit doubled from a year earlier
ta $10.29 billion, or $3.61 a share, beating analysts’
expectations. Revenue raose 56% to $2%.08 billion. B1

Facebook's quarterly ad
revenue
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Robinhood Prices Its IPO
At Low End of Forecasts

By Corrie DRIEEUSCH
Anp PETER RUDEGEATR

Robinhood Markets Inc
priced its IPO at $38 a share,
at the low end of expectations,
after the popular trading plat-
form met tepid demand for its
highly anticipated debut.

The price chosen by the
company and its underwriters
is at the bottom of the range
of $38 to $42 a share they had
been targeting. It pegs Robin-
hood’s valuation at about $32
billion, far higher than the
nearly $12 hillion it fetched in
a funding round 8 year ago but
below lofty prior expectations
of some investors and bankers.

Robinhood has said it and

some executives would sell 55
million shares, so the offering
should wyield more than $2
billion.

The price reflects both
hesitation on the part of
some investors, who bristled
at what they saw as the high
wvaluation Robinhood sought,
as well as a conscious deci-
sion by the company and its
underwriters to be conserva-
tive in order to help set up a
successful first day of trad-
ing, according to people fa-
miliar with the matter.

Next up for Robinhood is its
trading debut, which the com-
pany is scheduled to make
Thursday on the Nasdaq stock
exchange under the symbol

HOOD. It is a markedly differ-
ent debut than the traditional
IPO. While most companies
only allocate a small amount
of stock to individual investors
at the time of their IPOs, Rolb-
inhood sold a big chunk of its
PO shares to individual inves-
tors over its new platform that
gives users access to IPOs be-
fore they start trading.

That high individual inves-
tor allocation is a wild card
for Thursday's debut. The
large chunk in the hands of in-
dividual investors—as well as
the buzz around Robinhood by

Flease turn to page AS

# Heard on the Street: Walking
a pricing tightrope . - B12

A Golden Age of Dino Nuggets
Spawns Quirky Shape Boom

Spikes, breading on chicken pose an art
challenge; perfecting Baby Yoda’s ears

By EuLen Bynon

If Mark Tolbert could rede-
sign his company’s Tyranno-
saurus rex chicken nugget, he
would make the neck slightly
slimmer and the head a bit
bigger.

“The head slopes down a
little too much,” says Mr. Tol-
bert, a senior manager of the
innovation center at Perdue
Farms in Salisbury, Md. “Bur
put some ketchup on it and
you can't see it.”

Mr. Tolbert speaks wistfully
of the Triceratops, which con-
sistently ranks as one of
the most popular dino-
saurs but has eluded nug-
get-makers. “We'd never
be able to make a
chicken nugget with
three horns coming
out of its head.”
Mr. Tolbert savs.
“That’s a three-di-
mensional shape.™

Major food com-

T rex
Ffor dinner

panies can see a dinosaur-nug-
get boomlet. Parents buy them
to motivate picky youngsters
to clean their plates. Young
adults eat them to spark child-
hood nostalgia.

And rising sales during the
pandemic have prompted com-
panies 1o consider what other
nugget shapes might catch
on—beyond the T. rex, Stego-
saurus and Brontosaurus.

Emily-Beth Williams, a 23-
year-old in Charlotte. MN.C.,
prefers dinosaur nuggets to
traditional ones because she
can get all of the edges

extra crispy when she

uses her air fryer for
a fast cook at a high
remperature.

She scrutinized di-
nosaur nuggets online
and on her dinner plate
to get the colors of her
- Stegosaurus, Bronto-
s saurus and pterodactyl
just right for the large

Please turn to page ALY

Oil Lobby Shifted
On Climate Policy,
And Won Few Friends

American Petroleumn Institute's green goals
face skepticism from allies and foes

By Toaoray Puko
Anp TEp Manm

WASHINGTON—The Amer-
ican Petroleum Institute,
Washington’s bigzest lobby
for the oil-and-gas industry,
spent decades leveraging its
financial muscle to fight al-
most every green initiative in
its path.

Then in March, the group
signaled an about-face. It re-
leased its “Climate Action
Framework,” a set of new
policy prescriptions to lower
emissions and support
cleaner fuels.

The core of the plan called
for two policies API had op-
posed for years: more regula-
tion on methane, a potent
sreenhouse gas that leaks
from oil-and-gas operations,

and a price on carbon, a fi-
nancial penalty levied on all
carbon-dioxide emissions.

The challenge of climate
change, it said, requires “new
approaches, new partners,
new policies and continuous
innovation.”

Even by the standards of
Washington, it was a remark-
able shift. And it made no-
body happy.

Democrats’ embrace of al-
ternative energy and skepti-
cism of the oil industry con-
tinue unchanged. Republican
allies, long a bulwark for the
industry, feel alienated. Con-
gress is weighing hundreds
of billions of dollars in
spending—some of it to be
raised from new fines and
tariffs levied on oil-and-gas

Please turn to page ALY
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THE MIDDLE SEAT
Fliers who scored
cheap fares are getting
switched to longer, less
convenient trips. A12
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BUSINESS & FINANCE
Pfizer lifts its forecast
for Covid-19 vaccine

sales 30% to $33.5
billion for the year. B1
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African trip

Gabon to cashinon psychedelic
forest plant —noTeBOOK, PAGE 16

Climafte of fear

Floods and heatwaves stir unease
among scientists —pILITA CLARK, PAGE 17

USA 5150 Camada C53.00

Return flight

Scuppered superjumbo can rise
again in low-emission world — pace &

Bitter harvest
Chinese farm
pioneer jailed

Eun Daw, founder of one of China's
most successful private agricultural
groups, has been jailed for 18 years in the
latest sign from Beijing that it expects
EntTepreneurs to toe the party lne.

Sun was detained in November after
employees clashed with workers on a
state-run farm over a land dispute. He
was found guilty on multiple charges
including frand, gathering a crowd to
attack state ongans, illegal cocupation of
agricultural land and plcking quarrels,
000 rding to his lawyers.

Sun'ssucoess in turning a small village
farm into a model town with Its awn
schools and hospitals made him a local
suocess story and a sought-a frer speaker
on China's rural development.

Full story page &

Flawed $22tn US debt market a
threat to stability, warn grandees

e Call forurgent Treasuries reform e Bouts of stress expose fragility # More liquidity needed

COLEY SMITH — MEW YORE

The $22tn market for U5 gover nment
debt risks being rattled by frequent
bouts of dysfunction that threaten gla-
bal financial stability unless urngent
reform is made to enhance lquidity,
carding to a group of heavyweight
former policymakers.

A consortiom incloding former TS
Treasury secretaries Timothy Geithner
and Larmmy Summeers as well as retived
UK central banker Mervyn King yester-
day proposed sweeping changes to how
Treasurles are traded, regulated and
backstopped by the Federal Reserve,

Their repart, which was endorsed by
Bill Dudley. the former president of the
New York Fed, and Axel Weber, the
Eundesbank president turned UBS

Trump ally’s court battle
shines light on diplomacy

Tarn Barrack, The Lebanese-American
founder of Colory Capital and backer
of Denald Trump, has begun his fght
against charges of 3cting & an Mlegal
agent of the United Arab Emirates.
Thi case shines a bght on a penod of
freewhasling diplomacy that coincided
with eflforts by The UAE 3nd ather
states to gain Influence in tha US. it
also shows the extent te whilch wealthy
Trump acolytes may have exerted &
hidden influance on forelgn policy.
Analysls e PAZEY

chair, said the reforms were needed to
ensure the biggest, deepest and most
essential bond market was able to func-
tion smsothly — especially during peri-
odsof scute stress.

“This is a market that has outgrown
its infrastructure and its regulatory
framework. Cversight is fragmented
and diffused. The capacity of existing
market makers has not grown with the
size of the Treasury market itself,”
Gefthner zabd yesterday.

The market’s fragility was exposed in
March 2020 when pandemic fears
sparked a dash for cash that sent prices
haywire. Trading conditions in what is
meant to be the safest place inthe finan-
cial system turned turbulent, with bro-
ker screens at times going blank as
liguidity evaporated, promptiogthe Fad

BGC London employee sued for fraud
admits he owes Lutnick’s firm £15m

KADHIM S HUSBER AND PHILIP STAEFORD
LOWDOM

A London employee of Howard Lot-
nick’s BGC Partners has admitted he
oawes the company £14.7m after the US
broker-dealer sued, alleging a years-
Do fraannd.

Michas] Viney, a tax adviser suspended
by the company, sald in a court filing
that be was lable to repay BGC the sum
bt did not address whether he had
Imyproperhy received the funds.

The interdealer broker is suing Viney,
his girliriend Hallelujah King, and a
senbor BGC partner, Xavier Akﬂ]l. o
recover the assets of an alleged $35m
framd it claims it discovered late last
year.

In a civil case in London's High Court,
the US company has allaged the men

Lo intervene. Regulators have tried to
plece together what went wrong but lit-
tle has been done to fortify the market.
The report published yesterday by
the Graup of 30, an independent body af
private and public sector tlp&'lt)

imcluded 10 recomm: o “iner-
ease, diversify and Siabilies moackee
making capacity”.

First among the proposals was a call
ffor the Fed to set up a Bcility that would
let market participants swap Treasuries
for cash at times of stress without
stigma, which the US central bank
announced yesterday it was establish-
ing. That wanld limit demand for mar-
Jeet Huibdity when it was mostscarce,_ as
Imvestors would have an alternative to
selling holdings, the GI0 sadd.

The group said the “standing repo”

tax anthority nto thelr own pockets,
some of which may have been spent on
property in England, holidays, and hox-
urious jewellery, the broker alleges.

BGC, whose brokers negotiate trades
between investment banks, disclosed
the alleged fraud in its February earn-
ings bt did not reveal details. Lutnick,
BGC chief executive, said at the time
that it was "an unfortunate event” but
told investors the losswas not material.

In his defence papers, filad in May but
mot previously reported, Viney admit-
ted that King had recefved ar bought
property using funds he provided.

BGC listed 18 properties in England in
its claim, including a £1.2m property in
St Albans, just outalde London, n King's
TR,

“The exact originof the funds used 1o
purchase each asset will be a matter for

facility was the “single most important
near-term measure” policymakers
shonld sdopt

The panel also called on regulators to
set up central clearing for all Treasury
trading to increase market ranspar-

encyand reduce counterparty risk.

Geithner, Geithner said the reforms shoukd be
former LS enacted without delay.

Treasury “Flnancial crises play a vahiable role
seCretary, was in exposing problems in the structure of
omn the report’s financial systems . . . yet it's often the
panel, abong case . .. that the impetus to reform
with Larry fades quickly,” be sabd.

Summers amnd “In the Treasury market, the pressure
Mervyn King for reform can be undermined by the

belief that the Fed can always step in
and fix things. This s not a particularky
wise approach; it's better to act when the
memory of the last crisis is stll fresh.”

defence said, adding that the sums
Viney owed should be set against any
property proceeds

Vlnryiﬂ:.:zr]mlllﬂl receiving almost
£5m in cash and payments on his behalf
from Alcan, which he sabd “derived or
are likely to have derived from monies
wrongfully recelved/retained by
Mralkcan”,

He denied any breach of contract,
destroying evidence or that he misled
HMRC, the U stax autharity, with rela-
tion to the sums BGC had owed or been
owed.

Viney said he was liable to reimburse
BGC E£14.3m plus an additional
$665,000. He claimed Alcan was liable
fior £8.7m plus £ 586,000,

Alawyer for Alcan did not respond to
a request for comment. A lawyer for
Viney and King declined to comment.

funnelled cash due to, or from, the UK. detailed forensic amalysis,”™ Vineys BGCdeclined to comment.
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= Fed hints at moving closer to taper

‘The US. central bank has signalled it s moving

closer to the time when it will start to withdraw its
for the recovery, saying after a two-day

meeting that it had made progress towards its goals.

= Deutsche Banlk scraps cost-cuts target
Germany’s biggest lender has ditched the palicy
that was pivetal to chief Christian Sewing's revival
effort, deeming the plan "advanced” as It reported
its stromgest profits in a decade.— pace & LEx. PasE 1#

» US and Russian officials hold arms talks
Russian deputy defence minister Sergel Ryablkoy
and US deputy secretary of state Wendy sherman
have held talks inGeneva aimed at preventing a
‘new arms race after years of torn-up deals.— pacE 2

= Abrammovich lawyer denbes Putin push
Roman Abramovich’s lawyer
has rejected as defamatory a
«claim that Russias president
directed the businessman to
basy Chelsea FC, on the first day
of a London libel sult — pace u

» Macron concedes Polynesia nuclear debt
The French president has acknowledged a debt to
the island territories over their use as bomb testing
sites bat stopped short of an apology. Acousations of
A cover-up over radiation effects persist.— Face 2

= Deals and talent war drive lawyers' pay
Salary deals for jundor and mid-career U5 lawyers
Taave been pushed to new highs. One firm was said
to be offering retention bomeses of $250,000 to
mid-level Liwyers with offers elsewlere. — race o

joins race for UK supermmariet
welgnwn}th Fund GIC has joined the private
equity-led consortium bidding for Wm Morrison.
The Fortress-led group sabd the fund would provide
E100n bowards fts £9.5bn offer— pase &
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Today, cloudy, showers, thunder-
storms, high 78, Tenight, mostly
cloudy, showers, thunderstorms,
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Senator Mitt Romney said he supported the $1 tri
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on infrastructure deal but not a more expansive $3.5 trillion push by Demacrats.

Mask Advisory
Faces Defiance
In Some States

By PATRICIA MAZZE]

MIAMI — Even before the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
wention recommended this week
that vaccinated Americans in co-
ronavirus hot spots around the
country go back to wearing face
coverings indoors, a resistance
had been bailding against any

new sking requirements, no
matter the resurgence of infec-
thons.

Hours before the C.D.C's an-
nouncement  on  Teesday, the
school board in Broward County,
Fla., postponed a meeting on
hack-to-school protection rules af-
ter a small crowd of mask-less
adults and children showed up to
the lobby of the school district
headguarters and got into a tense
exchange with masked members
of the local teachers’ union.

In Missouri, where rampant
Covid-19 has once again floodad
hospitals, St. Louis County re-
instated a mask mandate on Mon-
day, ahead of the C.D.C's updated
advice — only to face a lawsuit
hours later from Eric Schmit, the
state’s Republican attorney gen-
er‘al who accused the county of
nacceptable and  unconstite-
ional” overreach.

By Tuesday night, the St. Louis
County Council, meeting in a
packed chamber where a woman
was hoisting a sign that
“STOP THE TYRANN
wvoted o overturn the mandave,
though the measure's fate may ul
timately be decided by the court

“¥Wou asked us to stay home
Rita Heard Days, the council
chairwoman, told the director of
the eounty’s public health depart-
ment before voting to lift the mask
mandate. *You asked us to put on
masks., You asked us to stay si
feet apart,” she said, “We have fol-
Im\ ed your orders, and vet we are

redicament."So some-

e
wvirus has changed, Dr
Faisal Khan, the public health di-
rector, told her.

The surging virus, fueled by the
more contagious Delta variant,
has led the C.I.C. to respond with
guidance that harked back to a
year ago, when manyv state and lo-
cal officials were imposing mask
mandates. And on Thorsday,
President Biden is expected to an-
nounce that all civ n federal enm-
ployess must be vaccinated or
forced to submit to regular test-
ing, social distancing, mask re-
quirements and travel restric-
tions.

But after months of shutdowns

Continwed on Page AlZ2

Variant Has New Yorkers ‘Scared All Over Again’

By SARAH MASLIN NIR

For a fleeting moment, MNew
York was a city reveling in itselfl.
Just a month ago officials de-
clared it fully open for business;
masks slipped to chins and restau-
rants packed in customers as vac-
cines rolled out. The virus seemed
to be losing.

Today, the coronavirus has
crept back, in a new, more infec-
tious form that has driven up
cases and hospitalizations, pri-
marily among those still refusing
vaccination, sending a city just
staggering back to life into a tail-
spin.

For some New Yorkers, scarred
fromm the thousands of deaths at
the pandemic’s painful peak, ev-
ery new case, though few in com-
parison, comes with pit-of-the-
stomach foreboding. For others,
the spiking rates, and the fact that
if infected, few vaccinated people
fall gravely ill, porte A new re-
ality of cohabiting with the virus

In City, a Shared Sense
of Uncertainty as the
WVirus Creeps Back

— maybe indefinitely.

Perhaps the only shared emo-
o uncertainty. As the variant
known as Delta entrenches across
the city, there are guestions in its
wake: Is this simply what the fu-
ture looks like? Despite a mask-
less, celebratory summer of social
ess, is the pandemic for-

like the flu, the flu never
said Melson Lopez, 45, a
ent of East Harlem, who said
still cannot walk down his block
without tallyving every neighbor
helost tothe virus, “People will be

Owver the weekend., Hua Cheng,
55, and her husband, Keith Hu, 60,
both electrical engineers, drove in

from their home in Randolph, NI,
to visit the Metropolitan Museum
of Art in a city that suddenly ance
again felt precariows. When they
g0t out of their car, they pulled on
masks.

“1 thought 1 was safe!™ said Mr.
Hu, at the foot of the museuwm
steps. The couple are back to
wearing masks, even though they
are vaccinated, as the Delta vari-
ant has continued to spread. “Be-
fore this we didn't take it seri-
ously,” Mr. Hu said

On Tuesday, the Centers for
ease Control and Prewvention rec-
ommendsd that vaccinated peo-
ple should return to wearing
masks in public indoor spaces in
areas that hawve recorded more
than 50 new infections per 100,000
residents over the previous week,
ar whers more than 8 percent of
tests are positive for infection
over that period.

All of New York City’s boroughs
fall under those criveria. Mayor

Continued on Page Al

Ready or Not,
Athletes Meet
Their Moment

By JOHN BRANCH

TOKY O — The Olympics, for
all their charm, are a rather cruel
setup.

They are a four-year time
bomb. The world's best athletes

are assigned a date
0':""‘”"":” S and a time to per-
form. They pre-
pare, often in solitude and ano-
mymity, for a single moment on
the calendar. It gets closer with
each tick of the clock.

As the countdown approaches
Zero, a sea of SIFANZers expect-
ing to be entertained turns ies
collective gaze in their direction,
eager to dole out pass-fail
grades. Reputations are made or
broken, Lives are changed.

Mo sports event does it like the
Dlympics,

“The scale of everything is a
bit hard,” Naomi Osaka said after
losing a third-round tennis match
days after lighting the Olympic
cauldron to open the Tokyo
Games.

The schedule does not care if
you are ready. Adam Ondra,
regarded as the world's hest
climber, recognizes this even
before he arrives to his Olympic
moment, as sport climbing
makes its debut next week.

Continued on Page BS
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DOUBLE FEATURE “Wang Zongyvuan and Xie Siyi of China wan
gold in synchronized diving. Olympics coverage, Pages B7-13,

SENATE ADVANCES

PUBLIC WORKS BILL
WORTH $1 TRILLION

Biden Hails Breakthrough — Bipartisan
Deal Still Faces a Difficult Path

By EMILY COCHRANE and JIM TANKERSLEY

WASHINGTOMN The Senate
woted on Wednesday to take up a
#1 rrillion bipartisan infrastrac-
ture hill that would make far-
reaching investments in the na-
tion's public works system, as Re-
publicans joined Democrats in
clearing the way for action on &
crucial piece of President Biden's
agenda.

The 67-t0-32 vote, which includ-
ed 17 Republicans in favor, came
just hours after centrist senators
in both parties and the White
House reached a long-sought
compromise on the hill, which
would provide about $550 hlll n
new federal money for roads,
g transit, water and
ather physical infrastructure pro-
grams.

Among those in support of mowv-
ing forward was Senator Mitch
McConnell of Kentucky, the Re-
publican leader and a longtime foil
of major legislation pushed by
Democratic presidents. Mo Me-
Connell’s backing signaled that
his party was — at least for now —
open o teaming with Democrats
to enact the plan.

The deal still faces several ob-
stacles to becoming Law, including
being turned into formal legis|
tive text and clearing final votes in
the closely divided Senare and
House, Bul the vote was a victory
for a president whoe has long
promised (o break through
partisan gridlock gripping Con-
gress and accomplish big things
supported by members of both po-
litical parties,

If enacted, the measure would

be the largest infusion of federal
money into the public works sys-
vem in more than a decade.
The compromise, which was
still being written on Wednesday,
includes S110 billion for roads,
bridges and major projects; 366
billion for passenger and freight
rail; $39 billion for public tra
565 billion for broadband; $17 bil-
lion for ports and waterways; and
F46 billion to help stares and cities
prepare for droughts, wildfires,
flooding and other consequences
of climate change, according to a
White House official who detailed
it on the condition of anonymity.
In & lengthy statement, Mr. Bi-
den hailed the deal as “the most
significant long-term investment
n our infrastructure and competi-
tiveness in nearly a centu
He also framed it as vindication
of his belief in bipartisanship.
“Meither side got ewverything
Comtinued on Page All

e

Senators Mitch M
and Chuck Schumer voted yes.

Temporary Pandemic Safety Net
Drives Poverty to a Record Low

By JASON DePARLE

WASHINGTON — The huge in-
i government
prompted by the coronavirus pan
demic will cut poverty nearly in
half this year from prepandemic
levels and push the share of Amer-
icans in poverty to the kewest level
on record, according to the most
comprehensive analysis yet of a
wvast but temporary expansion of
the safety net.

The number of poor Americans
is expected to fall by nearky 20 mil-
lion from 2018 levels, a decline of
almost 45 percent. The country
has never cut poverty so much in
such a short period of time, and
the development is especially no-
table since it defies economic
headwinds — the ecomomy has
nearly seven million fewer jobs

thamn it did before the pandemic.

The extraordinary reduction in
poverty has come al extraondi-
nary cost, with annual spending
on major programs projected to
rise fourfold to more than §1 eril-
u)r Yet without further expen-
measures, millions of
lalmhes may find the escape from
poverty brief. The three programs
thal Cut poverty most — stimulus
checks, increased food stamps
and expanded unemployment in-
suranc have ended or are
scheduled to revert soon to their
prepandemic size.

While poverty has fallen most
among children, its retreat is re=-
markably broad: It has dropped
among Americans who are white,

Continued on Page AlG

Poland’s Solidarity Movement
Is the Opposite of What It Was

By ANDREW HIGGINS

GDANSK, Poland — Solidaricy,
the independent Polish trade un-
iom that four decades ago started
an avalanche of dissent that swept
away Communism, has more
modest ambitions these days. For
a start, it wants its plywood
hoards back

The boards, scrawled with de-
mands for freedom and holsved on
a wall at the Lenin Shipyard in
Gdansk in 1980, have been on dis-
play since 2014 at a museum bailt
amid the ruins of a facility that laid
off most of its workers years ago.

The museum, an oasis of shim-
mering  modernity  constructed
with European Union funds, is

dedicated to the ideals that drove
Solidarity in 19380 when it was adi-
werse, Western-looking  opposi-
tion movement with 10 million
members,

Today, that movement has
shriveled wo a narrow and deeply
conservative force, but one that,
while fiercely opposed to Commmu-
nism, hoasts of speaking up for
those left behind by Poland's often
painful transition to capitalism.

“That shift has put the plywood
boards, referred to with almost re-
ligious reverence as “the tahlets.”
at the center of a bitter tussle over
Poland's past and future.

Cortinued on Page AG

INTERMNATIONAL Ad-9
Mew Doubt on Nuclear Dieal

“Trust in the West does not work,”
Ayatollah Al Khamenei told Iran’s
president and cabinet.

Portraits of Rickshaw Pullers

Kolkata, India, is one of the few places
left in the world where feets of rick-
shaws still ply the streets

5400_u1165
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Lives Lost, Floor by Floor
All 98 victims of the Surfside, Fla., condo
collapse have now been identified. 4

look at where they all were.

Parents Worry, Again

mote option for the fall.

So far, there have been few Covid cases
in New York City™s summer school
sesshon, but some parents want a re-

BUSINESS B1-6
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Rates Unchanged, for Now

The Federal Reserve kept its key policy
supports intact, but gave a clear hint
wet that it could soon begin to shift out
of emergency made.

How We Passed the Hours
A new survey offers a glimpse of how

Americans adapted to a different way of
ng the pandemic.
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Debate Over Cosby Reversal

The decision to free the comedian has
raised guestions over whether a state
Supreme Court went too far.

She’s Looking Past ‘Jaws’
A documentary follows Valerie Taylor, a
passionate conservationist on behalf of
endangered sharks.

THURSDAY STYLES D1-6

PAGE C1

What Do Champions Wear?
The controversies over women's cloth-
ing in sports have set off a re-examina-
thon of the status quo,
TikTok Is for Revealing
Strippers have been sharing the haz-
ards and joys of their profession on

PAGE DS

Bashful Bassist for ZZ Top
Dusty Hill, a quiet, precise musician
with a long beard, helped the rock group
sell over 50 million albums. He was 72,

Playground to Medal Podium
The American women won the gold
medal in the Olympic debut of three-on-
three basketball. PAGE B11

PAGE C1 social media. PAGE D1
OPINION Al18-19
Ross Douthat PAGE AlS
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B2T5 DESIGNATED AREAS HIGHER

‘BUILD
BACK
BETTER’
MOVES
AHEAD

Bipartisan portion of
Biden’s infrastructure
plan clears procedural
hurdle in the Senate.

By JENNIFER HABERKORN

WASHINGTON — The
Senate cleared the first pro-
cedural hurdle Wednesday
toward enacting an expan-
sive proposal to build and re-
pair the nation’s roads,
bridges and broadband in-
ternet networks. But signifi-
cant challenges remain.

The Senate voted 67 to 32
to open formal debate on
the bipartisan infrastruc-
ture proposal. The proce-
dural motion, which needed
B0 votes, had support from 17
Republicans as well as 48
Democrats and the two in-
dependents who caucus
with them.

After weeks of negotia-
tion, the vote is a decisive
wvictory for the first portion of
President Biden's $4.1-tril-
lion “Build Back Better™ in-
frastructure proposal.

According to the White
House, the proposal would
amount to the largest-ever
federal investment in public
trans! the largest invest-
ment in passenger rail since
the creation of Amtrak and
the largest bridge invest-
ment since the interstate
highway system was con-
structed.

Despite wide bipartisan
support for improving the
nation’s infrastructure, the
bill, which is not vet com-
pletely written, will face far-
thertestsin the coming days
as it goes through the Sen-
ate, and again when it moves
tothe House.

A separate, follow-on in-
frastructure bill that Demo-
crats plan to push through
without GOP support Is ex-
pected to be even more diffi-
cult.

And Wednesday's sue-
cessful vote to open debate
on the bipartisan plan does
not guarantee that it owill

In addition to the risk of
losing support from Repulb-
licans who wvoted yes on
Wednesday., a few Demo-
crats have committed only
to starting the process., say-
ing they want to review the

[See Infrastructure, AT]
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Cany COROMADO Los Anpe
U.S. BORDER PATROL Agents Ebenezar Oyenola, left, and Jaime Cavazos scarch for the remains of
Honduran migrant ¥Yoel Mieto Valladares, 25, on a ranch in Brooks County, Texas, in early June.

Temes

The Border Patrol embraces
‘humanitarian aspect’ of job

A ULS. Customs and Border Protec-
tion agent scrutinized video of a dying
migrant on her cellphone, trying to
match the background to the ranch she
was searching for his body last month.

As Zo-year-old Yoel Nieto Valladares
lay on the sandy ground — shirtless and
sweating, jeans cinched with a rectangu-
lar metal belt buckle — he was barely
able to sip from a Coke as another man
fanned him with a black cap. The dying
man’s hands twitched., a tattoo of his fa-
ther and younger brother's initials vis-
ible on his arm. His eyes rolled. Moments

later, in & second video, Nieta's black
polo shirt was on and his arms lay atopit,

limp. His eyves were open, staring.
Someone in the group had sent the

wvideos to Nieto's family with GPS coordi-

nates. “I really hope we find him."” Agent

Agents rescue,
recover and
identify
missing
migrants using
technology

FALFURRIAS, TEXAS

month —

er.
The number of people arriving

188,820 — was the largest in
wears. The busiest area for crossings was
south Texas, where agents this month

Nancy Balogh said.

Though the Border Patrol's primary
mission remains apprehending those
who cross into the US.
agency several years ago launched a
Missing Migrant Program in Arizona —
which has since expanded and evolved
amid an uptick in migration and in-
crease in heat-related deaths along the

illegally, the

last

stopped 736 migrants in three groups
near the Rio Grande. As of last month,

last year.

they had helped recover more than 324
migrant remains and conducted 9,200
rescues nationwide, 1% more than all of

[See Migrants, A7)

UC faces intensifying capacity crisis

Campuses try to create more room as number of eligible students rises

By TERESA WATANABE

Atroubling undercurrent
‘belies the University of Cali-
formia’s  celebratory news
that it has admitied the larg-
est and most diverse class
ever for fall 2021: There are
not enough seats for guali-
fied students at most cam-
puses, a worsening capacity
erisis  that threatens to

break the California promise
of a UC education for them.
The space crunch is proj-
ected Lo intensily in the corm-
ing years just as the state
needs more skilled talent.
prompting the new UC
Board of Regents chair to
announce this month that
inereasing student enroll-
ment would be one of the
board's top priorities.

UC admitted 132,353

freshman applicants for this
fall, an 1% increase over last
year. But it was harder to get
in at seven ofthe nine under-
graduate campuses Ccom-
pared with last year. More
than 71000 freshman appli-
cants were denied admis-
sion, including neariy 44,000
Californians, the over-
whelming majority of them
eligible for UC admission if
past trends are a gulde.

The admission rates for
California freshman appli-
cants fell to a systemwide av-
erage of 657%, compared
with 7T0.5% last year and,
over alonger horizon, §3.5%
in 1985,

The future is even more
troubling.

The number of students
who meet UC and California
State University admission

See Admission, A12]

EDUCATION: UL regents chair Cecilia Estolano discusses her plan to expand enrollment. CALIFORNIA, B2

latimes.com

Delta

variant
creates
state of

urgency

Amid worsening virus
surge, California’s
vaccination pace has
been ticking upward.

By Luse MoNEY

With California’'s sum-
IMEeT COTOnavinis Surge wors-
ening. officials are unveiling
new rules, redoubling efforts
to get more people to wear
masks and even emploving
some pointed remarks as
part of an urgent campaign
to boost vaccinations and
slow the rapid spread of the
highly infectious Delta var-
iant.

The state Wednesday
urged everyone -— even
those Tully wvaccinated

against COVID-19 — to wear
masks indoors while in pub-
lic, joining a renewed na-
tional push to increase pro-
tection amid aspike incases,

But theultimate goal is to
convinees those who have not
been vaccinated to get their
shots, which experts say is
wital to reverse the surge.

And there are some early
signs of movement among
Californians who, to this
point, have remained on the
fence.

From July 18 to 24, pro-
viders throughout the state
administered an average of
Just over 64,000 vaccines a
day — about 3,100 more daily
doses than the week before.

At first glance, a 5% in-
crease doesn't seen that sig-
nificant. But offcials say any
uptick is welcome.

“Our sense of urgency
to  increase vaccination
amaongst residents remains
wery high. and we're glad for
any signs of increased vacci-
nation uptake,” L.A. County
Public Health Director Bar-
bara Ferrer said.

About 53% of Califor-
nians are fully vaccinated
against COVID-18, according
o data compiled by The
Times.

A bigrer slice of the state,
about 61%, has received at
least one vaccine dose. But
officials emphasize that it's
wital for anyone who re-
ceived their first shot of
Plizer-BioNTech or Mod-
erna to complete their vac-
cine regimen so they can be
as protected as possible,

[Ses Surge, A9]

COLUMN ONE

Water + height + velocity = pain for divers

Physics and gravity explain
why Olympic diving is a
‘contact sport’ with serious

injury a mistake away.

By DAVID WEHARTON
REPORTING FROM TOKYO

Lyrmpi

“slamming into the Moor.™

This is the science of their sport.
A buman body plummeting from a
W-meter platform, head-first, reach-
ing speeds of approximately 32
miles an hour. The sudden jolt from
water's relatively high surface ten-

S Per meter.

e have no idea,” sayvs
Kassldy Cook, a veteran of the US.
national team and past Olympian
“When you hit the water, it's as hard
as concrete for a split-second before

sionof T2

you break through.™

S0, as the diving competition

vers look at the
pool alittle differently
than the rest ofus. They
see angles and molecu-
lar attractions and
cohesive forces. They recognize the
unfortunate circumstances that can
make entering the water feel like

WaLLy SEALL Laos Angeles Thmes

A JAPANESE diver enters the water in the 2-meter springboard event at the Olympics. “Gravity

proceeds at the Summer Games

over the next week, the competitors
I D¥iving, AG]

brings you down and the water is stopping you all of a sudden,™

says a surdeon about the risks.

( - TOKYQ OLYMPICS: Photos, results, analysis and more in Sports, Dd, and at latimes. comcolympics

Masks are back
at White House
The executive mansion
has become a high-
profile showease for
the nation’s struggles
to end the pandemic.
MNATION, A4

Britain easing
guarantine rules
Starting Monday, fully
wvaccinated IS, trav-
elers and many from
Burope won't have to
self-isolate for 10 days
on arrival. WORLD, A3

Anti-camping
law is finalized
L.A. City Council
passes measure billed
as a way to humanely
clear public spaces.
CALIFORNLA, B

A perception
of ‘two USCs”

A broad review has
found troubling inci-
dents of racial profil-
ing by campus police.
CALIFORNIA, B
Weather

Mostly sunny.

L.A. Basin: 85/685. B8

BUSINESS INSIDE:

Walkout at Activision Blizzard over response to harassment suit. A8
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QUINTA-FEIRA, 29 DE JULHO DE 2021

ONDA DE FRIO INTENSO PODE PREJUDICAR DIFERENTES PLANTACOES NO PAIS

Para atenuar efeitos da geada prevista na regiao, o produtor de hortalicas José Lourenco Cordeiro, de Mandaguari (PR}, comegou ontem a cobrir com TNT sua drea plantada mMercado a18

téquio 2020

PIRUETAS
MENTAIS

Maior estrela da

ginastica artistica,

Simone Biles evoca sua
humanidade e sanidade
para explicar desisténcia pa

+ TROPECO DO BRASI
Mesatenista Hugo
Calderano cai nas guartas,
e vilei masculino perde p.s

+ FALTOU COMBINA
Russos driblam restricao
a0 uso do nome e brilham
ao colecionar medalhas p.6

AGENDA DOS JOGOS
VOLEI FEMINING

Thao Brasil x Jap3o_
GINASTICA ARTISTICA

Th50 Final individual*

VOLEI DE PRALA FEMINING

9h Brasil X Canadi )
VOLEI DE PRAIA MASCULING
10k Brasil X Holanda
HANDEBOL MASCULING

21h Brasil X Argentina
NATACAD

12h Finais

Jupd

213k Eliminatdrias™

VOLEI MASCULING

23h05 Brasil x EUA

BOXE MASE
1h24 Brasil x G retanha
FUTEBOL FEMINING

Sh Brasil x Canada

B BOXE FEMINING

E Sh Brasil » Taips

= JUDG

S Sh Finals

semindariosfolha
£ Ciberseg}lranga.- *
= oportunidades e *

= desafios

HOJE
15h as 17h20

ACO nhe ao vivo e
descubra como transformar
o ambiente digital em um
ambiente seguro para os
dados confidenciais.

folha.com/ciberseguranca

Saiba mais na pagina A1S
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Populagio com 18
anos ou mais*
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Sergic Raralli/Fobha

SP suspendera maioria das
restricoes em 17 de agosto

Doria prevé que todos os adultos sejam parcialmente vacinados até dia 16

Sao Paulo planeja acabar
com todas as restrigoes de
hordrio e publico no comér-
cio a partir de 17 de agosto,
anunciou ogovernador Jodo
Doria. Com empresas semm li-
mitagbes e escolas retornan-
do as aulas presenciais dia-
rias, 0s paulistanos retoma-
rioquase todasas atividades
do mundo pré-pandemia.

Reprodugia Secom

GOVERNO EXALTA PRODUTOR ARMADO

A secretaria de comunicagao da Presidéncia compartilhou
ontem, nas redes, foto de homem armado em alusio ao Dia
do Agricultor; mais tarde, apagou a publicacdo mercado a19

No Peru, Castillo
toma POosse com
partido dividido

O presidente Pedro Cas-
tillo tomou posse no Peru
Sem anunciar ministros.
A demora se deve a uma
divisdo no partide gover-
nista entre ter um gabine-
te de esquerda ideoldgico
ou moderado. Mundo a1z

EDITORIAIS A2

Partido do Governo
Sobre ascensio do PP na
administracio Bolsonaro.
Hesitagdo vacinal

Acerca de resisténcia a
imunizantes nos EUA.

lHustrada Cle C2
Caua Reymond volta
as telas, de dono de

cine pornd a d. Pedro

Olimpia (SP) amplia
atragdes ‘extra-agua’
para reter visitantes

ATMOSFERA

S40 Paulo hoje
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Hi excecio: casas notur
nas, shows médios e grandes
e jogos esportivos com pii-
blico seguem vetados até o
resultado de eventos-testes.

Em todos os casos, serio
mantidos o uso de miscarae
odistanciamento de 1metro.

Domingo (1%), 0 comércio
pode ampliara ocupagio pa-
ra Bo% e funcionar até oh.

Passados 17 meses do ini-
cio da pandemia e com uma
variante mais transmissivel
circulando, a decisido, diz o
tucano, se di com a queda
de internagdes e a antecipa-
¢ao da imunizacio no esta-
do, que agora prevé aplicara
primeira de duas doses con-
tra Covid em todos os maio-
res deidade avé 16 de agosto.

Novo Ministério do Trabalho
priorizara economia digital

Ressurreto por meio de uma
medida provisoria publica-
da ontem, o Ministério do
Trabalho e Previdéncia, sob
ocomando de Onyx Loren-
zoni, dara atengdo & econo-
mia digital, como a regula-
mentacio de prestadores
de servigo por aplicativos
de celular: Uma hipdrese é
alterar as normas do MEI
{(microempreendedor indi-
wvidual) para enquadra-los.

A pasta passa a abarcar
dezatribuigies esete drgdos
até entao sob a Economia,
como o conselho do FGTS.
Técnicos que vinham traba-
Thando sob Paulo Guedes es-
peramassimgue a drea tra-
balhista ganhe relevo.

Mas Onyx, até entio a fren-
te daSecretaria-Geral da Pre-
sidéncia, deve deixar o car
go em abril para disputar o
governo gaicho, Mercado a7

Ciro Nogueira vai coordenar
acoes do Planalto na CPI ..

Presidente atacou
imprensa 87 vezes
no 12 semestre

Jair Bolsonaro promoveu
ataques a imprensa ao me-
nos By vezes no 1° semes-
tre de 2021, aumento de
+4% ante o 2° semestre de
2020, revela levantamento
da organizagao Reporteres
Sem Fronteiras. Poder A6

Michelle é condecorada

pelo marido com medatha
Jair Bolsonaro concedeu
a sua mulher, Michelle, a
Medalha do Mérito Oswal-
do Cruz na categoria ouro.
Acondecoragio reconhece
atuagoes destacadas pela
satide dos brasileiros. as

Dois dias depois, adoles-
CEMNEes COM 12 anos ou mais
passam a ser vacinados. Até
ugnra, no estado, 75% dos
adultos receberam acmenos
uma dose, e 27% foram total-
mente imunizados, sadde 81

Médicos temem repique
de Covid se populagio
ignorar protocolos s

STF desmente
Bolsonaro sobre
agir na pandemia
Em mensagem postada
ontem em uma rede soci-
al, o Supremo reafirmou
que a corte nac impediu
o governo federal de agir
contra a Covid-19. “Uma
mentira contada mil ve-
zes nao vira verdade!”, di-
Zia 0 texto. Jair Bolsonaro
declarou reiteradas vezes
quenio teve como comba-
ter a pandemia por causa
dedecisdo do STE. Poderas

Conrado H. Mendes
Sua liberdade estd
despencando as
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Interior admite incapacidad para verificar contenedores de puertos privados

Central crece como epicentro de
megatrafico por tibios controles

En un lapso de nueve meses se incautaron dos cargas con mas de 6 toneladas de cocaina
de alta pureza que iban a ser embarcadas para Europa. Narcos avanzan en areas urbanas.
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LA VIE D'AVANT
DES GRANDS
DE CE MONDE

GEORGE WEAH

PAGE1LT

JEUX D'ETE pace1s

GOUVERNEMENT
Des vacances

sous le signe

de «l'écoutes et
de «la proximite »
PAGE 4

ESPIONNAGE
Israel en opération
déminage a Paris
apres le scandale
Pegasus

ETATS-UNIS
Le Congrés sous
tension revisite
le 6 Janvier rac

COVID-19

Le plan de rentrée
de Blanquer
critique races
SECURITE
ROUTIERE

De redoutables
radars urbains
exXperimenteés rases

GAFAM

Les Big Tech
grands gagnants
de la reprise saceas

CHAMPS

« La chreonique
de Luc Ferry

PAGE 18

Reéponses a la question
de mercredi:

Le passe sanitaire vous
dissuade-t-il d'aller

au cinéma, au musée ou
dans les parcs de loisirs 7

our NON
43% 57 %

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 150730

WVotez aujourd hui
sur lefigarofr
Etes-vous favorable
ala vaccination

FRAMCOIS BOUCHOM / LE FIGARD

itaine unigue

UN CHATEAU EN FAMILLE

RIVAU
ETLES CHEVAUX
DE JEANNE D'ARC

PAGE19

« Sans la liberté de blamer, il n'est point d'éloge Aatteur » Beaumarchais

MICHEL BARNIER

POURQUOIIL FAUT

UN MORATOIRE
SUR L'IMMIGRATION pace1s

M
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Hausse spectaculaire
des violences en France

Selon les statistiques dévoilées par « Le Figaro», les homicides, les agressions et la délinquance
sexuelle dépassent, de janvier a juin, le niveau d’avant la crise sanitaire sur la méme période.

La crise sanitaire n*aura pas
contribué 4 apaiser le climat
de wviolence qui régne en
Framce. Bien au contraire.
[es statistiques portant sur
les six premiers mois de
I'année, dévoilées en exclu

sivité par Le Figaro, dressent

un tablean saisissant de 1"ac-
crojssement  des violences
dans le pays. Les atteintes a
I'intégrité physique ont aug

menté de 16 % par rapport
aux six premiers mois de 'an
dernler, marqueés il est vral
par deux mois de confine

ment. Mais les chiffres mon-
trent dgalement une hausse
de 100 % si on les compare a
la méme période de 2019,
Homicides, tentatives d'ho

micide, agressions, deélin-
quance sexuelle : la tendance
est mauvaise sur tous les

fronts, Hors outre-mer, dont
cing départements sonl par-
ticuliérement frappés, ce
sont les zones rurales et pe
rlurbalnes qui accusent les
plus fortes augmentations
d'infractions  caractéristi
ques de ces violences.

= LA DROME FACE A UN BOOM

DES TENTATIVES D'HOMICIDE
PAGES 2, 3ET L'EDITORIAL

EnRussie, la campagne de vaccination patine,
I'épidémie s'envole e

- -

En dehors de Moscou et de Saint- Pétershourg, la province russe se montre toujours réticente a la vaccination, tandis que
le variant Delta représente plus de 70 %G des cas de Covid dans le pays. Une méfiance qui vise aussi le gouvernement. PAGES

E EDITORIAL par Vincent Trémolet de Villers viremolet@iefigar fr

Autorite liquide

olérance zéro! Le citoyven qui, entre

deux doses de vaccin, viendra, en

plein mois daoiit, s asseoir a la ter-

rasse d'un café de village sera hors

la lobk. Quelle peine pour ce délin
quant et le complice qui awrait choisi de le
servir? Pendant une semaine, le Parlement
5"est enflamme sur des amendes mirobolan-
tes, la prison en cas de récidive : dormez
tramquille, I'Erat s"oceupe de tout, Mais com
ment dormir tranquille quand il est de plusen
plus d"endroits en France ol I'Etat ne conted
le plus rien 7 Assez des coups de menton pour
les coups de fourchette : prenons la mesure de
la violence ordinaire qui se déploie dans les
centres des grandes métropales comme dans
les petites villes de campagne. L'enquéte
chiffrée que nous publions aujourd hul en fait
le saisissant panorama. Aucune région de
France n'est épargnée. L'agressivité comme
pratique sociale, la disparition du civisme, la
progression galopante du sentiment d'impu-
nité se vérifient désormais 1 ceil nu. Une mi-
norité survoltée s"affranchit de toutes les ri-
gles, une majorité silencieuse oscille entre
peur, résignation et colére froide face a cette
intimidation.

Que fait la police ? Ce qu'elle peut pour proté-
ger les régles qui fondent la vie en société,
Prise en tenaille entre la surveillance vigilante
des ligues de vertu et 'arrogance victimaire
des petits délinquants, elle sefforce d"incar

ner, dans ce chacs de basse intensité, la force
du droit, 1a loi commune. Elle n'y parviendra
jamais seule. L'effacement de toute fermeté
an profit d'une autorité liquide caractérise ce
moment adolescent. Quand parents, profes

. sours,  gen-

Une progression  darmes, ma
glstrats, &lus

galopan_te tentent, mal-
du sentiment greé tout, d'en
I P faire usage,
d’ lmpunlte c'est a contre

courant d"un laisser-aller généralisé. Le res
senti plutét que 'effort, 'excuse plus que le
mérite, I'instinet plus que la culture, 1'émo
ton plus que la raison, la violence plutdt que
I'ordre. En retour, I’Etat faible se fait tatillon,
arbitraire. 1l s'abime, de lois inapplicables en
réglementations sanitaires & faire palir de ja-
lousie et Kafka et Gogol. Au sentiment pré
gnant d'insécurité s'ajoute inévitablement
celui d'une profonde iniquite. B
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Emmanuel
Macron
reporte

la grande
réorganisa-
tion dEDF

L'exécutif juge que le projet
Hercule en discussion avec la
Commission curopéenne de-
puis des mois avance, mals
qu'il n'est pas en mesure
pour autant de déposer un
prajet de lof avant la fin duo
quinquennat. Avec cetle ré-
forme, il s"agit de trouver la
bonne formule pour restruc-
turer en profondeur EDF, en
I"adaptant notamment aux

réalités du marché ouvert de
I’électricite. PAGE22
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Queen’s lawyers secretly lobbied
ministers for climate law waiver

Exclusive Special access
used to gain exemption
from emissions initiative

Rob Evans
Severin Carrell
David Pegg

The Queen’s lawyers secretly lobbied
Scottish ministers to change a draft
law to exemipt her private land from
a major initiative to cut carbon

Liverpool
fanis 97th
victim of
1989 crush

David Conn and Robyn Vinter

A coroner has ruled that Andrew
Devine, who has died 32 vears after
suffering severe and irreversible
brain damageat Hillshoroughin 1989,
wasunlawfullykilled, and that there-
fore he is legally the g7th victim of
the disaster.

In a statement on Liverpool foot-
ball club’s website announcing the
news, Devine's family, who have
cared for him ever since he suffered
devastating crushing injuries at Hills-
borough, said they welcomed the
coroner's ruling.

“It is with great sadness and a
sense of immense loss that we can
confirm that Andrew Devine passed
away [on Tuesday] at the premature
ageof 55,7 they said.

“Our collective devastation is
overwhelming but so too is the real-
isation that we were blessed to have
had Andrew with us for 32 years since
the Hillshorough tragedy.

“We welcome the con-
clusion of the coroner, Mr
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emissions, documents reveal. The
exemption means that the Queen,
one of the largest landowners in
Scotland, is the only person in the
country not required to facilitate
the construction of pipelines to heat
buildings using renewable energy.
Her lawyers secured the dispens-
ation from Scotland’s government
five months ago by exploiting an
obscure parliamentary procedure
known as Queen’s consent, which
gives the monarch advance sight
of legislation. The arcane mech-
anism has been borrowed from

I/ A

Westminster, where it has existed
as acustom since the 1700s,

In a series of reports into Queen’s
consent in recent months, the
Guardian revealed how the Queen
repeatedly used privileged access
to draft laws to lobby ministers to
change UK legislation to benefit pri-
vate interests or reflect her opinions
between the late 1960s and the 1980s.

The new documents, uncovered
by Lily Humphreys, a researcher
for the Scottish Liberal Democrats
using freedom of information laws,
disclose how the monarch used her

L w i%

Super six: Dujardin rides

oo intoaleague of her own

‘It should prompt
concerns about the

practice’s existence’

Adam Tucker
Constitutional law expert

special access to Scottish legislation
to intervene in the parliamentary
process as wcenll_\r as H!hru.‘ary_

The documents also suggest Nicola
Sturgeon’s government failed to

K o

Charlotte Dujardin has become Britain's most

disclose the monarch’slobbying this
vear when a Scottish politician used
aparliamentary debateto query why
the Queen was securing an exemp-
tion from the green energy bill,

The moveappears at odds with the
roval family’s public commitment to
tackling the climate crisis.

Sturgeon’s government her-
alded the hill as key legislation to
combat the climate emergency.
It said the law, known as the heat
networks bill, would help cut emis-

sions, reduce fuel poverty @e

and create green jobs, The

4

=

successful female Olympian, winning her sixth
medal with abronze in the dressage yesterday.
Dujardin, 36, said: T'm so, so happy. News Page 4 -



