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iden’s selection of the

next leader of the Fed is
likely to be a choice between
keeping Powell, who enjoys
broad support in markets
and among lawmakers, or
replacing him with one of his
well-regarded colleagues. A1
* JPMorgan’s board
granted CEQ Dimon a re-
tention bonus in the form
of L5 million options that
he can exercise in 2026. Al

# U.S. stocks climbed,
with the S&P 500 and Tow
both gaining 0.8% and the
Masdaq advancing 0.9%. B1

* Assets under management
at Ant's Aagship money-
market fund fell to their
lowest level in years as the
company faced pressure
from Chinese regulators, Bl
# Musk said that he and his
rocket company, SpaceX, hold
bitcoin, a cryptocurrency
he generally supports despite
having concerns about its
environmental impact. Bl

* Greater demand for med-
ical devices, drugs and con-
sumer-health products
helped boost Johnson &
Johnson’s sales and profit, B2
+ Coca-Cola raised its out-
look for the year, as recpen-
ings lift soft-drink sales. B3

# ESPN said anchor Maria
Taylor is leaving the net-
work after the two sides
failed to reach an agreement
on a contract extension. B1
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# States unwveiled a 526 bil-
lion settlement with the na-
tion's three largest drug
distributors—McKesson,
Amerisource Bergen and
Cardinal Health—and drug-
maker Johnson & Johnson
to resolve thousands of
opicid-crisis lawsuits. Al

* PG&E said it plans to
bury 10,000 miles of power
lines to reduce wildfire risk
throughout Northern Cali-
fornia at an estimated cost
of up to $20 billion, revers-
ing its earlier stance. Al

# The battle between vac-
cines and the Delta variant
of coronavirus is coming to
a head in the UK. and is
being closely watched by
the rest of the world. A1

+ Pelosi rejected two Repub-
licans put forward to serve
on the Democratic-led select
committee investigating the
Jan. & assault on the Capitol,
prompting MceCarthy to yvank
his other three selections. A4
# Senate Republicans
blocked an effort to begin
debate on a bipartisan infra-
structure deal, but lavwmak-
ers said they expected to
close in on a final agree-
ment by early next week. Ad

#+ The UK. set the stage for
anew clash with the EU after
Johnson said he wants to re-
negotiate the parts of the
Brexit agreement dealing
with Northern Ireland. A20
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Deadly Flooding Sweeps Central Chlna After Days of Downpours

CROSSING‘ Roadways were flooded in Zhengzhou, Henan province, above and tllrnllgllout central China

an Wednesda,-.r.

with more than two dozen people killed. Production at one of Apple’s biggest iPhone factories was also disrupted. A12, B1

PG&E, in Shift, Plans to Bury
Power Lines to Ease Fire Risk

By KarHErinE BLunT

PGEE Corp. said that it
plans to bury 10,000 miles of
power lines to reduce wildfire
risk throughout Northern Cal-
ifornia at an estimated cost of
up to $20 billion, reversing
its earlier stance that doing
s0 would be prohibitively ex-
pensive,

The utility company, which
serves about 16 million cus-
tomers in northern and central
California, said Wednesday the

U.K. Tests
Opening
Despite
Case Surge

By Jasom D

LAS

LONDOMN—The battle be-
tween vaccines and the Delta
variant of coronavirus is com-
ing to a head in the UK.,
closely watched by the rest of
the world. At stake is whether
advanced economies with high
vaccination rates can enjoy
something approaching pre-
pandemic life in the face of
fast transmitting versions of
the wvirus.

The experiment should give
a strong signal of whether
Covid-19 can be relegated to
the status of a manageable,
seasonal menace such as influ-
enza and whether lockdowns
and social distancing can be
consigned to the past.

In England, almost all
Covid-era restrictions were
lifted on Monday. Prime Minis-
ter Boris Johnson has said he
wants Britons to judge for
themselves whether to wear a
face covering, dance at a night-
club or skip a big gathering.

The shift comes even as
caseloads rise rapidly—the
UK. is recording close to
50,000 daily cases, more than
reported in Brazil, India, Indo-
nesia or South Africa. The gowv-
ernment justifies its actions by
pointing to hospitalization

Please turn to page ALl

# Hot spots try to avold new
restrictions.... A3
# Vaccine production to 5tart in
South Africa.... .. ALl

effort will substantially reduce
the likelihood of its power
lines sparking wildfires as
drought and climate change
heighten the risk of large, fast-
moving blazes.

“We know that we have
long argued that underground-
ing was too expensive,” Chief
Executive Patti Poppe said.
“This is where we say it's too
expensive not to underground.
Lives are on the line.”

PGEES eguipment has ig-
nited more than 20 California

wildfires within the past sew-
eral years that have collec-
tively killed more than 100
people and burned thousands
of homes. Most of the fires
were sparked when trees or
branches touched the com-
pany's wires.

PG&E disclosed to Califor-
nia regulators earlier this
week that one of its power
lines may have been involved
in the ignition of one of the
fires currently ravaging the
West, the Dixie Fire, which has

Sweden Stuns U.S. as Games Begin

The U.S. women's soccer team lost 3-0 to Sweden Wednesday
in Tokyo in the teams’ opening match of the Olympics. A16

grown to cover more than
85,000 acres in Northern Cali-
fornia. The company said in a
regulatory filing that an em-
ployee responding to a power
outage discovered a fire be-
neath one of its distribution
lines in the Feather River Can-
won in the forested Sierra Ne-

wvada foothills.
The employee found two
Please turn topage AG

# Nearly 80 wildfires are
burming in 13 states.._...___. aG

States
Reach
Deal on
Painkiller
Lawsuits

Four companies agree
to pay $26 billion over
a number of years for
opioid-related services

By Sara Ranpazzo

States unveiled a 26 billion
settlement with drug compa-
nies to resolve thousands of
opioid-crisis lawsuits, paving
the way for communities across
the country to secure a jolt of

i to address an epidemic
in painkiller addiction that
hasnt abated.

The nation’s three largest
drug  distributors —McKesson
Corp., AmersourceBergen Corp.,
and Cardinal Health Inc.—and
drugmaker Johnson & Johnson
have been negotiating the deal
for more than two years, but
Wednesday's announcerment sig-
nifies an important milestone
that could clear the way for
money to be received by states
as soon as early next yvear,

An opicid crisis that has
claimed half a million lives in
the U.S. has triggered more
than 2,000 lawsuits fled by
states, local governments, Na-
tive American tribes, hospital
groups and others against play-
ers in the pharmaceutical in-
dustry. The lawsuits allege
drugmakers pushed their pain-
killers for uses far beyond what
was medically necessary and
that distributors and pharma-
cies didn't do encugh to halt
masses of pills from flowing

Please turm to page A8

Powell Has Support
For Reappointment,

But No L.ock on Job

By Nick TimiRans
Anp ANDREW RESTUCCLA

President Biden's selection
of the next Federal Reserve
leader is likely between keep-
ing the current chief, who en-
Joys broad support in markets
and among lawmakers from
both parties, or one of his
well-regarded colleagues.

Chairman Jerome Powell,
whose four-year term expires in
Fehruary, is viewed by some in-
side and many outside the ad-
ministration as the front-run-
ner for the job. But if Mr. Biden,
a Democrat, decides he would
prefer his own pick, rather than
the Republican chosen by Presi-

dent Trump, Fed governor Lael
Brainard is the most likely can-
didate to succeed him.

“The president will engage
with his senior economic team
in a careful and thoughtful pro-
cess to appoint a Federal Re-
serve chair in a timely manner,”
a White House official said.

The White House declined
to comment on specific names
that might be under consider-
ation both for Fed chief and
other vacancies on the seven-
member board of governors.
“The president will appoint
the candidates who he thinks
will be the most effective in
managing monetary policy,”

Please turntopage A2

Missing From the Tokyo Olympics
Torch Relay—the Running Part

#*

*

Concern over Covid-19 turns prelude Lo

Games into socially distanced event

By AvasTam GALE
Ann CHIEKD TSUNEOKA

TOKYO—When Masumi
Matsubayashi took part in the
torch relay before the 1964 To-
kvo Olympics, the scene was
chaotic.

“All 1 can remember is the
billowing smoke from the
torch, the rain, and desperately
trying to keep up with other
runners,” said Ms. Matsub-
avashi, who was then 12 years

old and ran through crowds of
people with a group accompa-
nying the torch bearer.

This time around, she didn’t
even get to break a sweat.

Ar a horse-racing track on
the outskirts of Tokvo this
month, Ms., Matsubayashi, now
69, held a torch with both
hands and leaned to get it
lighted by the torch of a per-
son standing next to her. A rip-
ple of applause followed from

Pilease tuwrn to page AlZ2
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JPMorgan’s Dimon
Gets Retention Bonus

By Davin BENGMT
Anp Sivon CLARK

JPMorgan Chase & Co. is
giving 65-year-old Chief Exec-
utive Jamie Dimon 1.5 million
reasons to stay at the bank for
five more yvears.

The bank's board granted
Mr. Dimon a retention bonus
in the form of 1.5 million op-
tions that he can exercise in
2026, according 1o a regula-
tory filing. The award reqguires
Mr. Dimon to stay at the bank
the whole time and hit certain
performance targets to receive

the full amount.
The move is meant to send
a message to those inside and
outside the bank that Mr. Di-
mon  isn't going anyvwhere
soon, according to people fa-
miliar with the matter.
JPMorgan’s directors had
given Mr. Dimon a similar
award in 2008 and in recent
years had been discussing
how to reaffirm their desire
ro keep him, the people said.
The coronavirus pandemic
and Mr. Dimon’s emergency
heart surgery in early 2020
Please furn to page A0
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In loco parentis

Goingallin
Brussels’ $20bn bet on chipmaking

Tokyo calling

We must step up to help the Tm-plus Japan builds alliances to counter

coronavirus orphans — oPINION, PAGE 17

independence —BiG READ, PAGE 15

China’s threat —cLoBAL INSIGHT, PAGE 4

EU rejects UK
plan to recast
Brexit terms

® Sefcovic spurns NI protocol changes
e US doubts over London’s direction

GEORGE PARKER AND PETER FOSTER
LONDOM

HEHREEH KHAM — BRUSSELS

AIME WILLIAME — WAEHINGTOH

The B has fatly rejected UK proposals
to fundamentally rewrite the Brexit deal
in redation to Morthern treland, pitching
London and Brussels into renewed con-
Mict and deepening the distrust in an
already tense relationship

Baris Johnson, the British prine mia-
ister, wants to renegotiate the deal he
struck with Brussels in 2019 to govern
posi-Brexit trade with Northern Ire-
land, even though it has only been in
forcesince the beginning of the year.

However, Maros Sefcovic, European
Commission vice-president in charge of
relations with the UK. said yesterday
that Brussels “will not agresto a renego-
tiation of the protocol ™, Months of diplo-
maticwrangling e ahead.

The dispute could abso sour relations
between Johnson and US president Joe
Biden, who describes himself as Trish,
and whose ad ministration is keeplim a
keeneye on developments,

Brendan Boyle, a Demecratic con-
gressman from Fhiladelphia and mem-
ber of the Irish caucus on Capitel Hill,
accused the British government of try-
ing 1o evade its responsibilities under
the Morthern Ireland protocol. “Their
|atest statement and proposed changes
just continues this trend and serves only
te further destabilise Northem Trelamd,”
hesald.

Laord David Frost, fohnson's EU minis-
ter, published a paper yesterday that
wonld dismantle key parts of the proto-
ool including stripping the European
Courtof justice of its robe in policing the
arrangement. Most checks at Irish Sea
ports on goeds moving from Great Brit-

(5

Israel uses NSO spyware
as a tool of diplomacy

Spyware sokd by an lsraell companry,
meported fo have been traced 1o the
mobile phones: of 37 journalists,
larryers and polifical activists, has
become & ool of the country's
diplomacy. N5 Pagasus soffwane
Turrs phones into lstening devices
whila revazling thair ancryptad
conterts. it has been used to snocop on
government crirics from Saudl Arabla
o India, say rights groups, 3 Isrsal has
trigd o foster Hes with those states
Analysls » PAGE S

ain to Nerthern Ireland would be
replaced by a new system largely based
omn the honesty of traders, with spot
checks behind the border.

Frost insisted Britain wanted to make
the protocol wark more effectively, but
left open the possibility of London sus-
pending it if Brussels refused to accede
to the demands. “We cannot go on as we
are,” he said,

The post-Brexit status of Northern
Lreland was identified by Frost as “the
main obstacle” tobuilding a productive,
new UK-EU relationship. He wants to
settle the issue permanently by rewrit-
Ingthe fjohnson Brexitdeal.

Sefoovic said the commission would
“engage with the UK” onthe suggestions
and “seck creative solutions within the
framework of the protocol”. But he sald
a full-scale repegotiation, including a
review of the ECL. was unacceptable.
“The protocol must be implemented,
Respecting intermational legal obliga-
tomsis of paramount impertance.”

The White House has made clear it is
walching Lo ensure any moves by John-
son’s government de not imperil the
Morthemn Ireland peace process. Ned
Price, state department spokesman,
said the administration wanted both
sides “to negotiate within the existing
mechanisms when differences do arise”.

Frost’s allies insist the UK approach
watld “aot be a problem” for the US
administration because the UK was
committed to negotiating a new settle-
ment with Brussels in good faith.

Ireland'’s European affairs minister
Thomnas Byrme tobd the BRC: "We're will-
ing to discuss any creative solutions
within the confines of the protocol.”
Additional reporting by fasoine Camenon-
Chileshe

Noi:fartis Seeks l:o se.c-ure léﬁd in $lObn |

Subsway travellers struggle with rising waters in Zhengzhon, Chin
the city in three days, The yearly average is 605mm. Report, page

China floods Atleast 25 killed after
days of ‘once in a millennium’ rain

cancer treatment developed at Cern

BAMHA M MU CHLER — LOMDON

Movartis s hoping to cemen!
lead in a new cancer treatme
positive trial results suggested it coald
help hundreds of thousands of patients
and develop into a $10bn market.

Was Marasimban, Movartis chief execu-
twe, said the drugmaker had the large-
scale manu facturing capasity and rela-
tionships with hospitals required to
deliver the treatment — called nowvel
radioligind theray

“wWe believe it could be, in the coming
decade, a $10bn plus market,” he told
the Financial Times. “When you look at
the cancers it could address, you cer-
tainty have the opportunity to go much,
much larger.”

Developed by physicists at Cem, the
European organisation for maclear
research, Novartis’s radicligand therapy

delivers beta radiation 1o tamours
throughan infusion, which is more pre-
cise than the blunt tool of radiotherapy

The technology was acquired in two
deals in 2018, with Nowartis buying
for $2.1bp, and Advanced
r Applications, founded by
the Cern schentists, for $3.9bn. In a
phase 3 trial for prostate cancer,
Movartis found the Endocyte dmug
reduced the risk of death by 38 per cent,
compared with standard care. Marasim-
ban said the results, published last
manth, were “pretty remarkable”,

The company plans to submit the
treatment for regulatory approval in the
UE and the EU in the second half of the
year It will expand trials Into earlier
treatments for prostate cancer and is
examining its use against other cancers,
inchading im the long and brain

The therapy requires comp

infrastrictire, with patients Balated
while receiving a rudioactive treatment.

Marasimhan sadd it could help huan-
dreds of thousands of prostate cancer
patients alone. “We think prostate can-
«oer will be the unlock to really enable us
teget a much broader interest,” hesaid.

MNonvartis had a strong second quarter
with sales of Entresto, for heart failure,
rising 46 per cent and oncelogy drug
revenue up 7 per cent as health systems
reforused on treatments kit by Covid.

“I think health ministers are more
and more cognisant of the fact that, in
the end, there were more deaths from
cardiovasc lisease in many coun-
tries than Cowid, and then, in cancer,
deaths approaching the deaths from
Coviel,” Narasimhan said.

However, he warned the rebound in
treatment could reverse becanse of the
g aned downs of the Delta varkant™,
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Some 67lmm of rain fell on
AP oy o b sl T e Ta

Briefing

» US and Germany near gas pipeline deal
The US and Germary were close toa deal last night to
resolve thelr disagreements over the Hord Stream 2
phpeline, which allows Bussiangas exportsinte
western Europe to avald Ukea ine. — paos 2

+ Bridgepoint shares soar on debut
Shares in the buyout group Erd gepoint Advisers
leapt 29 per centon their first day of trading in
London, as the global boom for the private equity
Indusiry contines — races

= Senior Biden official in China talls
Wendy sherman, US deputy ™
secretary of state, will visit ¥
China on Sumday for talks with

Wang Y1, the foreign minlster,

after the two sides resolviad a

diplomatic spat.— pase «

= Trump voters reluctant to take vaccine
The take-up of Covid-19 vaccinations in the US has
become dosely related o political beliefs, with
nurmbers in Trump-supporting Republican states
far ket than in Democratic ones — Pase &

= Resignation spurs Lebanon chaos fears
The resignation of political veteran 5a'ad Harir as
Lebanon's prirme minkster-designate has ralsed
Fears that the country will kaxck a government uatd
after elections nect year.— PRGE &

+ Beijing fines web giants over indecency
Cyberwatchdogs inChina have handed out warnings
and fines to leading tech groups, inchuding Allbaba
and Tencent, after anoutcry over explicit material
and exploitation of children.— race s

» UBS baclks women-led hedge funds
UES, the Swiss ban k. has launched a portfalio that
will Envestonly in hedge furnds led by women, to Ly
toimprove diversity and spot tal ent in a sector
dominated by men. —pase o
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Late Edition
Today, partly sunny, less humid,
high 52. Tonight, partly claudy, low
67, Tomorrow, partly sunny, after-
noon showers, relatively low humid-
ity, high 84. Weather map, Page BI12.
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A Somber Toll
As Record Rain
Swamps China

Cry of ‘Please Save Us!”
With Floods Surging

By STEVEN LEE MYERS

The subway train in Zheng-
zhou, a city of five million in cen-
tral China, was approaching its
next station when the floodwaters
began to rise ominously on the
tracks. The passengers crowded
forward as the water rose, sub-
merging the cars at the rear first
because they were deeper in the
tunmel,

As the water reached their
waists, then chests, finally their
necks, the passengers called
emergency services or relatives.
Ome gave her parents the details
for accessing her bank account.
Some cried, Others retched or
fainted. After two hours, it became
difficult to breathe in the con-
gested air that remained in the
cars.

Ding Xiaopei, a radio host, was
afraid to call her children, 13 and 4.
What could she say? She posted a
widen that she thought might be
her last message. “The wWater out-
side has reached this position,”
she said, it having reached chest
level, “and my mobile phone will
soon run out of power"”

“Please save us!” she wrove.

The flood that inundated Line 5
of Zhengzhou's subway on Tues-
day added to the grim global toll
exireme weather has taken
ready this year, with scorching
heat in the Pacific Northwest, for-
est fires in Siberia, and flooding in
Germany and Belgium. Although
flooding is commaon in China, re-
searchers have attributed the ex-
treme weather sweeping the plan-
el o the conseqguences of climate
change.

At lpast 25 died in and around
Zhengzhou, the capital of Henan
Province, including 12 people in
the subway, according wo officials
who  bricfed journalists  on
wednesday., Days of torrential
rain that began on Sunday created
scenes of destruction that sug-
gested the death toll could rise
much higher

Aerial  photographs  showed
scores of cars in Zhengzhou all but
submerged, the fate of their driv-
ers and passengers unknown.
Videns circulating online showed
cars and even people being swept
away in churning torrents.

The First affiliated Hospital of
Zhengzhou University, one of the

Continued on Page A&
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A traffic police officer helped residents cross a flooded road by grasping a rope during torrential rainfall in Zhengzhou, China.

Battle-Weary Nations Learn to Live With Covid

By SUI-LEE WEE

SINGAPORE — England has
removed nearly all coronavirus
restrictions. Germany is allowing
wvaccinated people to travel with-
out quarantines. Outdoor mask
miandates are mostly gone in Italy
Shopping malls remain open in
Singapore.

Eighteen months after the co-
ronavirus first emerged, govern-
ments in Asia, Europe and the
Americas are encouraging people
to return to their daily rhyvthms
and transition te a new normal in
which subways, offices, restau-
rants and airports are once again
full. Increasingly, the mantra is
the same: We have Lo bearm o live
with the virus.

Yet scientists warn that the
pandemic exit strategies may be
premature. The emergence of
more  transmissible  variants
means that even wealthy nations
with abundant vaccines, including
the United States, remain vulner-
able. Places like Australia, which
shut down its border, are learning

Making Push for a New
Normal Even While
Infections Rise

that they cannot keep the wirus
out.

So rather than abandon their
road maps, officials are beginning
to accept that rolling lockdowns

avoiding severe illness and death
instead of infections, which are
harder to avoid. Amd countries
with zero-Covid ambitions are re-
thinking those policies,

“You meed to tell people: We're
going to get a lot of cases,” =aid
Dhale Fisher, a professor of medi-
cine at the National University of
Singapore who heads the National
Infection Prevention and Control
Committee of Singapore's Health
Ministry. “And that’s part of the

plan — we have to let it go™

For months, many residents in
Singapore, the small Southeast
Asian city-state, pored over the
details of each new Covid case.
There was a palpable sense of
dread when infections reached
double digits for the first time.
And with borders closed, there
was also a feeling of defeat, since
even the most diligent measures
were not enough to prevent infec-
thon.

“Our people are battle weary™ a
Singapore ministers

Straits Times newspapse
“All are asking: When and how
will the pandemic end?™

Officials  in  Singa| an-
nounced plans to g‘rm‘lua'lbr ease
restrictions and chart a path to the
other side of the pandemic. The
plans included switching to maoni-
toring the number of people who
become wvery ill, how many re-
quire intensive care and how
many nesd to be intubated, in-
stead of infections,

Continued on Page A8

1964 Olympics Hailed a New Japan. In 2021, Spirits Are Sagging.

This article is by Motolo Rich,
Hikari Hida and Makiko Inoae.

TOKYO — Under crisp blue
e=s in October 1964, Emperor
rohito of Japan steod before a
reborn nation to declare the open-
ing of the Tokyo Olympic Games.
A woice that the Japanese public
had first heard announcing the
country’s surrender in Workd War
Il now echoed across a packed
stadium alive with anticipation.

Om Friday, Tokyvo will inaugu-
rate another Summer Olympics,
after a year’s delay because of the
coronavires pandemic. Hirohito's
grandson, Emperor Naruhito, wi
be in the stands for the opening
ceremony, which will otherwise be
closed 0 SPECtalors as an anxious
nation grapples with yet another
wave of infections.

For both Japan and the Olympic
movement, the delayed 2020
Games may represent less a mo-
ment of hope for the future than
the distinct possibility of decline.
And to the generation of Japanese
who look back fendly on the 1964
Games, the prospect of a dimin
ished, largely unwelcome
Olympics is a grave disappoint-
ment.

“Everyone in Japan was burn-
ing with excitement about the
Games. said Kazuo Inowe, 689,

RO MASLIKE THE MEW YORR TIMES

Rooftop reflections overlooking the national stadium in Tokyo before the long-delayed Olympics.

who vividly recalls being glued 1o
the new color television in his fam-
ily’s home in Tokyo in 1964 “Thar
is missing, so that is a little sad.”
Yot the ennui is not just a matter
of pandemic chaos and the numer-
ous scandals in the prelude to the
Games., The nation today, and

what the Olympics represent for
it. are vastly different from what
they were 57 years ago.

The 1964 ympics showed the
world that Japan had recovered
fromn the dewvastation of the war
and rebuilt itsell as a modern,
peaceful democracy after an era

of military aggression. Highwaws
and the bullet train were rushed to
completion. With incomes rising,
many Japanese families like Mr.
Inoue's bought televisions to
watch the Games, the first to be
broadcast live by satellite around
Continuwed on Page AS

Virus Widens
A Racial Gap
In Longevity

This article (s by Julie Bosman,
Sophie Kasakove and Doniel Victor.

Mew federal data draws one of
the starkest illustrations to date of
how the coronavirus ndermic
has disproportionately affected
Hispanic and Black Americans,
showing that they suffered a far
steeper drop in life expectancy in
2020 than white Americans.

Owverall, life expectancy in the
United States fell by a vear and a
half, a federal report said on
Wednesday, a decline largely at-
tributed to the pandemic that has
killed more than 800,000 Ameri-
cans.

It was the steepest decline in
the United States since World War
I

From 200% to 2020, Hispanic
people experienced the greatest
drop in life expectancy — three
years — and Black Americans
saw adecrease of 2.9 years. White
people experienced the smallest
decline, of 1.2 years.

The coronavirus “uncovered
the deep racial and ethnic inequi-
ties in access to health, and I don't
think that we've ever overcomne
them,” said Dr. Mary T. Bassett, a
former Mew York City health com-
missioner and professor of health
and human rights at Harvard Uni-
versity, who characterized the
findings as devastating but unsur-

Contirued on Page Al4

$26 BILLION DEAL
REACHED TO DROP
OPIOID LAWSUITS

STATES V3. DRUG GIANTS

Money From J. & J. and
3 Distributors to Pay
for Addiction Care

By JAN HOFFMAN

After nearly two years of wran-
gling, the country's three major
drug distributors and a pharma-
ceutical giant have reached a 326
killion deal with states that would
release some of the biggest com-
panies in the industry from all le-
gal liability in the opioid epidem
adecades-long public health crisis
that has killed hundreds of thou-
sands of Americans

The agrecment, anmounced
Wednesday afternoon by a bipar-
tisan group of state attorneys gen-
eral, lays the framework Tor bil-
lions of dollars o begin flowing
into communities across the coun-
ey for addiction treatment, pre-
wention services and other steep
expenses from the epidemic.

The deal comes as the addiction
crisis is worsening.  Owverdose
deaths from opioids hit a record
high in 2020, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention re-
ported earlier this month, a rise
driven partly by the isolation and
shutdown of services during the
coromavirus  pandemic. In  all,

MR LENRIAM ASSCHOIATED PRESS

Opioids like oxycodone hawve

fucled a ULS, addiction crisis.

maore than 500,000 have died from
overdoses to prescription and ille-
gal street opicids since 1999, ac-
cording vo federal data.

“The urgency of the problem
continues,” said Attorney General
Hertrert H. Slatery 111 of Tennes-
see at the news conference an-
nouncing the deal. “1Us just relent-
less” Tennessee, whose own spike
in opioid deaths was particularly
sharp in 2020, could receive maore
than $500 million if the agreement
is finalized.

The four companies that would
be bound by the settlement —
Johnson & Johnson and the drug
distributors  Cardinal  Health,
AmerisourceBergen and MeKes-
son — are widely seen as having
some of the deepest pockets
among the corporate opioid de-
fendants and this agresment was

Corttinued on Page AIT

ULS. Lobbyists Find a Bonanza
In Haitians Jockeying for Power

By KENNETH P VOGEL and NATALIE KITROEFF

WASHINGTON — The struggle
for power in Haiti after the assas-
sination of the country's president
has spilled onto K Street, where ri-
wal Haitian politicians, business
leaders and interest groups are
turning o lobhyists to wage an ex-

nsive and escalating proxy bat-
tle for influence w; he United
States.

Documents, interviews and
communications among Haitian
politicians and officials show a
scramble across a wide spectrum
of Haitlan interests to hire lobhy-
ists and consultants in Washing-
ton and use those already on their
payrolls in the hopes of winning

American backing in a period of
leadership turmaoil in Haiti.

A group text chat in the days af-
ver the killing of President Jovenel
Moise that included Haitian offi-
cials, political figures and Ameri-
can lobhyists showed them strate-
gizing about countering American
critics and potential rivals for the
presidency and locking for ways
vo cast blame for the killing, ac-
cording to copies of the messages
obtained by The New York Times
and confirmed by some of the par-
teipants. The chat began before
the assassination and originally
included Mr. Moise, though it ap-

Contirtued on Page All

MATIONAL Al12-19

Infrastructure Debate Blocked

BUSINESS B1-6
Too Hot? Too Cold? Yes.

A Democratic effort to prod Republi-
cans failed in the Senate, rAising gques-
thons about a deal seen as crucial to
President Biden's agenda. PAGE AlS

Pelosi Rejects Trump Allies

Speaker Nancy Pelosi barred two vocal - .

lawmakers from the panel investigating A Loss Beﬁ“e the Torch _I’ L"‘ “The Daily Show" at 25

the Capitol riot, prompting a G.OF For ateam with gold-medal aspirations., The creators, Madeleine Smithberg and

boycott of the inguiry, PAGE Al a 3-0 loss to Sweden was not the start the Lizz Winstead, look back to when “Date-
LS, women were looking for. PAGE BT line” was a main target and Jon Stewart

As wages and prices both rise, the U5,
economy is having a harder time re-
booting itsell than had seemed likely in
the heady days of last spring. PAGE B

INTERNATIONAL A4.11
Paying to Push Back Migrants

The UK. will pay France millions to
help stem the Aow of asylum seekers
crossing the English Channel. PAGE A%

SPORTSTHURSDAY B7.10, 12 THURSDAY STYLES D1.6

ARTS C1-6
Putting On Their Worst Faces
Metflixs “Sexy Beasts” requires con-
LESLANLS 1O Wear & monstrous amount of
makeup before they go out with their

) More Hospitals Mandate Shots took over from Craig Kilborn,  PAGEC1 potential soul mates. PAGE D1
Clash of Ideals in France Wwith some workers still refusing 1o be Heartache Grows for Suns Star
A new generation is questioning the immunized, medical centers around the Chris Paul ended his 16th proseasonina | gpiMioN azo.21 "I ”l” | I|| |||| || |I
lofty vision of achieving a secular and country are requiring stafl 1o be vacci- familiar way: without a title. Should that
colorblind repahlic. PAGE Ad nated as cases climb. PAGE AlZ define him? On Pro Basketball. PAGE B10 Farhad Manjoo PAGE AZ1 2546131 9
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Variant
poses a
political
test for
Newsom

A mask mandate, if
issucd, could anger
voters before the
recall election.

By P L WiLLOoN

AanD Tamww Laurma

SACRAMENTO — With
the spread of VID-1S on
1 Mewsom

whether to
st tewicle

be recalbed firo

In Los Angele
home to 1 out of every 4
fornians, residents are
quired to wear masks in
those settings whether they
A VE ted or not. Seven
Ban Francisco Bay Area
counties t week recom
mended e use of masks, 88
did Sacramento and Yolo
1 the
¥y trans
missible Delta variant of the
COrOnay MMomnday, six
more cournties followed with
voluntary requests 1o wear
mesks.

Though the Newsorm ad-
inistration has us fr
red Lo countbes, that

see an lncrease
i 5 Ccases  and
hospitallzatlons
“There have
meny points during the pan-

o whvere L was huand
I—:I wwhat 1 would do,™ sad
Dr. Karen Smith, & eorarm.
nicable-disease physician
and former director of the
California Department of
Public Health. “This is actu-
ally kind of the hardest one
Coronavirus cas o
Einue Lo Erow in meny parts
of Californda. On Wednes-
Las Allg.r-.r--i Coumnty
rted 2 new infe
the rmu,re:ﬂ total in months
[Sewer Nerwseomm, AH]

besn 5

L A, County seas
virus cases snrga

an bk, t‘-\Hl‘U&Nla. Ba

HGHER

ZHENGZHOU, CHINA

BLY. ORE.
last we

THURS DAY, JULY 22, 20821

t rmore thar 30
e subway,

evere flooding in w
s =Fillesd “rut

torn Germsny

St sy

Witnesses, videos
tell sordid tale of
Buck’s fetish parties

S JUNOTrs n'n-'ht
need the rapy after
graphic evidence of
meth-and-sex sessions.

By Micmaxl Finex
AND HATLEY
Branson-PoTrs

AN

was llving in a tent
106 Freewmny ower
pass when a friend t
that & man named Bd B
would pay him to
I meth and
Around in unde rwear”
The S200 offer was m
than Carlos o

was strugEling to sur = in
the Devil's DMp emcamp-

“It meant that I would
have a place Lo shower and
head and have some
rmy mouth for sure,™
he testified at Buck's federal
trial

Buck dispatched an Uber
to pick up Carlos and bring
him over. With that, Carlos
became omne of the doz
Blwck men to
WL VS
e “gates of hell™
the door to Buck's West Hol-

t

that twice
turned lethal, Buck, who is
[See Basoke, A1)

Infrastructure
bhill is blocked
The GOP move in the
Senate may arnount to
only & delay as negotia-
rors weoerk on a biparei-
SR Dl&l’l. NATION,. AL
Wenther

Partly snammy.

LA, Basin: 9060, BS

Federal inguiry
of deputies urged
Congresswormnan aaks
attorney genoral to look
into alleged LA County
e, CALIFORNIA, B

AT

& di

2 training session,

U S. women fall in soceer

mibling 2-0 loss ¢

-

ot P

AS THE SPORTS ACTION #
a host of unk

reots into
el

STos Anaeles Times

times.com

Dire climate
predictions are
becoming real
around globe

*ncs of disaster play
simultancously in the

Western ULS., Europe,
China and Siberia.

By DaviDo PIERSON

Avice SuanD Mot
HesvEssy-Fiaxs

BELIING — Torrents of
PRy DrowT water gushed
ast the train window,
g Fast throuwgh the sk
tunnel. Inside, passengers
stood on top of seats
v their ph
the mmuddy
their chests @
for air. Others sent
e last rressssges §
memkbers. g th
bank card passcodes and
saying goodb

“The water outside has
Iready come this high,” one

frightened woman salbd,
reaching out to the subw
car door in a video that
ad quickly online. “Riy
yeost dead. Tdom™t
my last

Thue wornan, o
500 peeople trapped
arrbd CALASL

Zhengzhou, i
Henan provinee, reportedly
survived_ A dozen peopbe did
not. By midday Thursday,
htoll had climbed
ight prople w
reported missing. hMore than
T Beese=ry gaf.
lcc ed by the rain, including
LO0D wihve were relocvisted
to shelters
The scenes of despera

tion and devastation in
Zhengzhou added Lo & port-

Folio of disasters this year
that have ralsed the specter
Soae Climase, A4]

Dangers of wildfire
smoke loom nearly

as large as

By Havexy Sarrm

When Erin Babnik awoke
on the moming of N
01, In Parsdise. Calll
thought the reddish
outside was a hazy sunrise
ul ibwe Cain ight soon
gave way to dar == a5
srmoke Mhom the burgeoning
Camp fire rolled in

“The whole sky turned
compietely black. and there
were embers Mylng arownd.”
Babnik recalled, T TEImeTn-
ber it sroelHng horrib:

She tily evac ted to
nearby Chico with litthke
mone Lhamn an overnight b
Her rented home, along with
nearly every other structure

flames

in Paradise, would soon be
reguced 1o ash,

Although scveral years
have passed and thousands
of additional wildfires hoaw
lgnited across Californta. n
searchers are still unpack
ing the pre
srmoke frosm. Blac
Camp fire. Alresdy this vear,
plurmses from the West's i
are making their w
much of the US. and
Canovde

One recent study Towrsd
smoke from the Carm|
r waS particularly
becruse it
tleulates
homes

par
burmed

regetation
oiTicials fear
Smole, Af]

A turn toward destruction

ot lye

tinwes to expl
* Enlames e

x. burning two
. CALIFORNEA, Bi

Drnug]lt. ecould hurt state power output

Fimd g wrmtor lo
vealectric pd

t L

akoe Oroville might foros

L POt L CALIFORNLA, B

TOEKEYO OLYMPICS

Games’ future hangs in the balance

With success ar risk
because of COVID,
organizers and others
know what's at stake.

By Davio WHARTON

TOEKYO Mo matter
how towgh the questlons get
no matter how many times
reporters ask, the person in
cha rgrl(h.l1h ng thee Sum-

RO AN P

The Gurmes are pushing
stubbormly ahead desplie
concerns aboul sur
romavirus cases in Japan,
where only abxouwt 20 i e
dents heve baen vaccimated
There has been o oostly yedar
long postpenement, a series
of scandals and constant
public grumbiling

StUL Selko Hashimolo,
president of the Tokyo
Olympics organizing com-
rmittee, s o sErn of wa
vering &t news conferences
held inside the modernistic,
gold-sheathed Tol

Sight tower
“We promised the world
o host  the Games, ™

Soe Olympics, AT

SINESS IINSIDM

Uber, Lyft drivers go on strike to urge passage of U.S. legislation. A8
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Bipartisan
inquiry
into Jan. 6
‘umbles

Aller Pelosi rejects two
GOP picks. MeCarthy
disavows House panel

BY MARIANNA SOTOMAYOR.
JACQUELINE ALEMANY
AND KAROUN DMEMIRITAN

Plans for a bipartisan commit-
e to investigate the Jan. 6 insur-
rection fell apart Wednesday after
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (-
Calif.) moved to Mock two contro-
versial Republicans appointed by
Minority Leader Eevin MeCarthy
(R-Calif.} from sitting on the panel
— paving the way for two separate
and largely partisan investiga-
tions of the violent attack on the
Capitol.

Pelosi called on \'k-{,unh_\' o
nanne two new Republicans to the
committes after refusing to ap-
point conservative Reps, Jim Jor-
dan (B-Ohio} and Jim Banks (H-
Ind.}, a privilege she has as speak-
er. As staunch backers of former
president Donald Tramp, both
members voted against his im-
peachment and pushed to over-
turn the election results certifying
Joe Biden as president.
th respect for the int
investigation, with a
tence on the truth and with eon-
cern about statements made and
actions taken by these Members, [
st reject the recomumendations
of Representatives Banks and Jor-
dian to the Select Cow ittee,”
Insi zabd in a statement. “The
unprecedented nature of Fanwary
fith demands this unprecedented
decision”

McoCarthy instead vowed to go
his own way, pulling all five He-
publicans he had named off the
committes and saying the GOP
would la ch its “own investiga-
tion of the fucts” without provid-
ing specifics on what such an

SEECOMMITTEE ON AS

An officer helps restdents in Zhengehou. The Aoods, which have Killed 25, promptad President X1 Jinping to lssue an order throngh
state wudla for officials to give wp priocity to people’s safety and property. The raln began over the weekend and continued Wednesday.

“Terrifying’ floods in China

People tr.

wped on subway trains. farm fields swamped after almost a vear’s worth of rain fell in a day

new tdlk
of masks

WHITE HOUSE IJ\I
EDGE OVER DEI

The vaccinated could be
asked to cover up again

BY ANNIE LINSKEY,
Dan DIAMOoND,
TYLER PAGER
AnD LExa H. SUN

Top White House aides and
Biden adi tration officials
are debating whether they
should wrge vaccinated Ameri-
cans to wear masks in more
settings as the delta wvariant
causes spikes in coronavirus in-
fections across the country, ac
cording to six people familiar
with the discussions,

The talks are in a preliminary
phase and their result could be as
simpde ns new messaging froom
top White House officials, But
some of the talks include officials
at the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention who are
separately examining whether to
update their masking guidance,
:u.curdmg tor i Biden administra-

BY AvLicia CHEN,
Lyvric Lt anp Eva Dow

Wang Peng rushwed toj oo
rescue efforts in Zhengzhou on
Wednesday, as the central Chi-
mese city was inundated with rec-
ord rain. But hisvolunteers found
themselves overwhelmed, with
streets turned into rivers.

“Once T got to the seene, T
couldn't helpanyone,” said Wang,
a d4-year-old logistics manager.
“The water was too deep.”

Wang and other volunteers re-
counted scenes of devastation in
Zhengzhou on Wednesdiy, as the
death toll rose to 25 and more
than 1.2 million people were dis-

placed. Videos circulating online
showed residents being J\'SL"[H.‘(J
with ropes from deep, rushing
water. Large areas of the sur-
vounding countryside remained
unckerwater,

One of the areas hit hardest in
was a tunne] between two
subway stops on Line 5: Twelve
people died when their train be-
came trapped in rising Moodwa-
ters, the Scouth China Morming
Post reported. About 500 people
were rescued from the under-
ground tunnels in a massive oper-
ation.

The fooding was severs
enough for Chinese leader Xi Jin-
ping b fssue  a  statement

Henan province Is stralning to
respond bo the historic Reoding:

1.2 million

people displaced by floodwaters

17,000

Tirefighters on rescue duty

Wednesday through stawe media
ordering authorities to give top
priority to peoplet safety and
property. More than 17.000 fire-
fghters were mobilized for res-
© operations, according to the
nistry of Emergency Manage-

ment, alongwith local volunteers
and personnel from other prov-
inces

“The water owutside is already
up to here” radio host Ding Xiao-
pei smid in a guavering voice,
pointing to chest-high water out-
gide her subway window, in a
wikd shared smartphone video
elip. stmartphone is m g
out of batteries. T don't know if
this is my last WeChat post.”

Ding, a mother of rwo, was
rescued Tuesday night after be-
ing trapped on the train for more
than three hours, according to
Jiemian, & Shanghai-based finan-
cial news outlet.

SEE FLOWID 0N Als

ide and a federal heal

Officials cautioned that any
new formal g e would hinve
Lo commne fro Ty
I ntained  that  the
House has taken a hands-off
approsch with the agency to
ensure they are not interfering
with the work of scientists. But

SEEMASKS 0N A4

Town hall: Biden pushes vaccines,
wWarns against misinformation. Ad
Infection after vacelnation: |1 is
to be expected, expert cays. A6

Fall guidance: Virginia wges all
students, teachers to mask up. BL

Isolation. inc

quily make

heat waves more dl‘d("\

Assessing | month’s
Loll, Oregon officials
call for *social resilience’

BY Saman Karian

PORTLAND, ORE. — Mandi Luke’s
svmptoms came on slowly: spots
on her vision, fuzziness in her
brain. Hunkered down in her tent
beside a bike path in Portlands
Lents neighborhood, she sipped
Gatorade and made sure a breeze
flowed through an opening in the
fabric,

Her shamd — o former Army
medic — was helping treat sick
people at another camp. When he
texted to eheck on her, she tried w0
reassure him. Luke, 38, had been
on and off the streels for yvears.
She knew the dangers of heat,
knew how to look after herself
And she knew that abandoning
her home, her dog and her life's

possessions to seek out air condi-
tioning was not an option.

But thi=s was so much worse
than the heat waves she'd seen
before. Portland had notched rec-
ord highs the past two davs, and
now the city was on track to hit
116 degrees,

The air inside the tent was still
and stifling. Luke became woozy.
Her pulse stuttered. It seemed
like she couldn't get enough omy-
£en to her lungs.

She was gripped by a terrifring
thought: This could kill her.

In an era of escalating clitnate
change, extreme heat is the Unit-
ed States” most fatal form  of
weather disaster. Already this
L mer, hundreds of Americans
have lost their lives amid a series
of record-setting heat waves that
scientists say would not have
happened if not for human-
cansed warming. FEven now, a
fourth dome of punishing heat is

THE PEGASUS PROJECT | A GLOBAL INVESTIGATION

In Dubai. a princess plots a fulile race o escape

Days before commandos raided her getaway yacht. her phone joined a list that included spyware targets

BY DREW HARWELL

The princess had been careful, so
she left her phone in the cafe’s bath-
rooim, She'd seen what her father could
do v women who tried to escape.

She hid in the trunk of a black Audi
Q7, then jumped into a Jeep Wrangler
as her getaway crew raced that morn
ing from the glittering skyvscrapers of
Dubai to the rough waves of the
Arabian Sea. They launched a dinghy
from a beach in neighboring Oman,
then, 16 miles out, switched to water
scooters, By sunset they'd reached
their idling yacht, the Nostromo, and
began sailing toward the Sri Lankan
coast,

Prineess Latific bint Mohammed al-
Makroum, the 32-vear-old daughter of
Dubais fearsome miler, believed she
was closer than ever to political asy-
lum — and, for the first time, real
freedom in the United Stales, mem-
bers of her escape team said in inter-

ol

FIRIEE LATIEA CARAFAIGH, I JALIMIAINER DAVID HANGH ASSOCATED PRESS
In video secretly recorded om & contraband phone and
given by her friends this year to the BBEC, Princess Latifa
sadd sl was boelng held “hostage™ in a gnarded villa.

poised o roast the Intermoun-
tain West.

SEE HEAT ON AZ6

views.
But there was one threat she hadn’t

planned for: The spyware tool Pe-

NS0's roots: The co-foundsrs and their vision for the firm. A9
U.S. and E.U. officlals: Some wary of NSO's Nnks to |srasl. A11

gasus, which her father's government
was known to have used to secretly
hack and track people's phones.
Leaked data shows that by the time
armed commandos stormed the vacht,
elght days Into her escape, operatives
had entered the numbers of her closest
friends and allies into a system that
had also been wsed for selecting Pe-
sus surveillance targets.

hoot me here. Don't take me
back,” she'd screamed as soldiers
dragged her off the boat, roughly 30
miles from the shore, according to a
fact-finding judgment by the United
Kingdom's High Court of Justice. Then
she disappeared.

Latifa’s failed 2018 escape from her
father Sheei Mohammed  bin
Rashid al-Makuo the United Arab
Emirates” prime minister, viee presi-
dent and minister of defense —
sparked outrage and gave life w a
troubling mystery: How, given all her
precautions, had the princess been
found?

An investigation by The Washington

SEE PRINCESS O A1o
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s i Hhe shacdow
Park say gentrification and rapid
I risk. Bl
ment Thomas B

THE NATION

The Fustice Depart-
ment is secking & S0
year delay on releasing
material from federal
grand juries. Az

Rental relief programs
ramped up in June, but
fears are mounting
among housing experts
et moaeEn oy be
coming too late, A3
Pentagon afficials
defended the military’s
tradition of staying out
of elections after a report
that the head of the Join
Chiels feared President
Domakd Tramp woald
Altempl & conp. AS

The Chicago City Coun
cil vored vo hand over-

rrack

slght of the city's police
force to a panel of pub-
licly clected eommimnity
members. A2k

THE WORLD

ite sanctions and
the pandemic, Morth
Koreans continue to
wiork in Russia’s Far Fast
and send money home to
the Kim regime. Als
In southwestern Iran,
unrest over water short-
ames has led 1o at least
two deaths and accusa-

tiows of a heavy-handed
FOVETIIMENT FesPOnse Lo
protests. A16

The Biden administra-
tion reached an agree-
ment with Germany that

allows for the comple-
tion of a narral gas
plpeline witl Russia. a17
A CLA officer who

heel ped fimd Osama bin
Laden will lead the
Imguiry fnto the case of
ilinesses affecting dozens
of TILS, personnel. A8

THE ECONOMY

Sorme companies tat
could be enriched byan
Infrastructure deal
oppese tax increases that
comld fiand . A20

The vaccine misinfor-
meation problem facing
Facebook and VouTubse
s simipler than 1t seems,
and the platforms’
algorithms are ar the
root of the issue, Wil
Cremuawrites, A2
Thiree major drg

distributors and John-
som & JTohnsom reached a
F26 billion settlement to
resolve litigation over
the apiohd epldembc. aza

'IHE REGION

he Arlington County
I!n'hl\d voted tocreate a
civilian group that has
the Y Lo subpoena
police but canmnot
discipline officers. Bl
The Transportation
Planning Board agreed
to restore a Maryvland
toll lanes propaosal for
I-270and part of the
Capital Beltway. Ba

OBITUARIES
Harry M. Rosenfield,
Sl was o ey Post editor
during coverage of the
1. B

INSIDE

Uncovering

their home's past
A Black family makes
inroads in the largely
‘White workd of historic
home renovation.

STYLE

44th Kennedy
Center Honors
Joni Mitchsil, Berry
Gordy. Lorme Michaels,
Bette Midler and Justing
Diaz to be hanared. €1

CONTLNT €T
rigion Pest ¢ W 1, e, 2%
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1940-2021

Juan Vital Sourrouille.
El creador del austral

economia

Fue ministro de Economia de Alfonsin entre
1985 y principios de 1989; lanzd el plan con
el que se intentd contener la inflacidn; murid

ayer, a los 80 afios. Pagina 24

cultura

La mayoria tiene cupos agotados v
niveles de asistencia superiores alos de
antes de la pandemia: proponen distintas
actividades para los chicos. Pagina 26

LOS MUSEOS DELA ENTREGAN LOS
CIUDAD, EL BOOM DE PRIMEROS DNI
LAS VACACIONES NO BINARIOS

politica

Los presento Alberto Fernandez; buscan
reconoocerel derechoalaidentidad de
génerode personas gue nose identifican
como hombre nicomo mujer. Pagina 19

LA NACION

JUEVES 22 DE JULIO DE 2021 | LANACION.COM.AR

Dura critica
de EE.UU.

a la politica
economica
de Fernandez

mvvERSIONES. El Departamento de Estado
apuntd a los controles de capital v de
precios, v a las restricciones comerciales

WASHINGTON(De nuestrocorres-
ponsal).- Enunacrudadescripcion
sobre el clima para invertir en la
Argentina, el gobiemno de Estados
Unidos sefiald que los controles de
capital —el cepo, en la jerga local-,
las restricciones al comercio v los
controles de precios amplian las
distorsiones en la economia y obs-
taculizan las inversiones. Ademis,
estimoque laincertidumbre econd-
mica,las politicas intervencionistas,
la alta inflacién y €l estancamiento
econdmico “han impedido que el
pais maximice su potencial”.

El duro diagndstico quedd plas-
mado en un informe del Depar-
tamento de Estado, llamado “De-
claraciones sobre el clima para las
inversiones”, en el cual vuelea su
wvisién sobre el ambiente para los
negocios en mas de 170 paises que
son mercados potenciales o desti-

nos de inversiones para compa-
filas norteamericanas. El trabajo,
que se realiza todos los afios, in-
cluye una descripcidn de las ba-
rréras que pueden encontrar las
empresas para invertir en un pais,
las principales medidasy priorida-
des dela politica econdmica delos
gobiernos, ¥ un pantallazo de las
leyes y reglas que marcan el pulso
de la economia local. Paginaz1

EMISION

En 13 dias hibiles, el Ban-
co Central (BCRA) emitic
$220.000 millones paraaund-
liaral Gobierno, es dedr, lan-
zdala calle $17.000 millones
por jornada. Pagina 20

Tolosa Paz y Gollin, la dupla
que impulsa el Presidente

Li1sTAS. Alin falta que se pronuncie Cristina Kirchner

Enmediode las reuniones, nego-
cilaciones y operaciones cruza-
das, €l Gobierno salid ayer a ins-
talar con fuerza que el presidente
Alberto Fernandez ya tiene enca-
minadaladesignaciéndela dupla
que encabezara la lista de dipu-
tados nacionales en la provincia
de Buenos Aires: Victoria Tolosa
Paz, titular del Consejo Nacional
de Coordinacidn de Politicas So-
ciales, y Daniel Gollin, ministro
de Salud bonaerense.

Sin embargo, todavia nadie del

kirchnerismoconfirmden publico
esa informacion. Trascendid que
hubo contactosentre Ferndindez y
Cristina Kirchner, pero no que se
haya cerrado un acuerdo. Si pare-
cemaslejana hoy la posibilidad de
queSantiago Cafiero, jefie de Gabi-
nete, encabece la lista. Pagina 14

Santilli anuncié su
postulacidn en provincia
Paginals

EL ESCENARIO

Larevelacion de la encrucijada
mas desesperante del Gobierno

ecilia Nicolini esunaaseso-

ra clave de Alberto Fernan-

dez. Politéloga, conuna in-
teresante carreraacadémica, sela
reconoce por su CO]'I'IPI'DmiSOCOIl
la funcidn publica. Ahora hay que
agradecerlealgomds: una sinceri-
dad tan inusual como candorosa.
Hacedos semanas, el 7 de julio, Ni-
colini dirigid una carta, via mail,

Carlos Pagni

LA NACKON

a Anatoly Braverman. Es la mano
derecha de Kirill Dmitriev, el CEQ
del Fondo Rusode Inversion Direc-
ta (RDIF, por sus siglas en inglés).
Hay varios motivos por los cuales
esacarta, alagqueaccedidLanacion,
es muy valiosa. El méas im portarite
es querevela la encrucijada deses-
peranteen queseencuentrael Go-
bierno en relacion con la apuesta

miis contundente de su plan de in-
miunizacion: laSputnik V. También
desnudaquela preferencia poresa
vacuna ha sido una opcidn geopo-
litica; igual que el desinterés por
productos alternativos, MNicolini
explicita, ademas, algo obwio: que
eloficialismo hace una utilizacion
tacciosa del plan de vacunacidn.
Contimiaenlapagina 18

River ya esti entre
los ocho mejores

‘ deportes

Romero (en el medio) celebra un

Braian Romero le devolvid la confianza a Gallardo: con

dos goles de su dltimo refuerzo, River superd 2-0 a Argentinos y se
clasifictd para los cuartos de final de la Copa Libertadores.

de sus goles con Carrascal, Suirez y Montiel

MAURO ALFIERL

Escdndalo en Brasil. La pesadilla de Boca
no termino al retornar a la Argentina

Lanoche bochornosa en Belo Ho-
rizonte derivd en una pesadilla
continuada para el plantel de Bo-
ca Juniors. Los jugadores llegaron
al pais después de la polémica eli-
minacidn de la Copa Libertadores
ante Atlético Mineiro y recibieron

la noticia de que deberdin aislar-
se durante siete dias y no podrian
afrontaren las fechas previstas los
priximos desafios del club.
Lodecididel Ministeriode Salud
tras juzgar que se habia rotola bur-
buja sanitariaaraiz delos inciden-

tesen losvestuarios delestadio Mi-
neirao. El plantel pasd la noche en
dosmicros, frente a una comisaria,
antes de volver. Falta resolver si le
permitirin postergar los praximos
dos partidos de la Liga o si debers
Jjugarcon juveniles. Deportes
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Bolsonaro muda ministérios
e da mais poder ao centrao

Militares e Guedes perdem forga; ganha Ciro Nogueira (PP-PI), lider do bloco

Em seumomento de maior
fragilidade, Jair Bolsonaro
prepara reforma ministe
rial para dar mais poder ao
centrio, antes criticado pe-
lo presidente e gue se tor
nou sua base no CoONgresso.
Lider do grupo, o senador
Ciro Nogueira (PP-PI) deve
assumir a Casa Civil nolugar
do general Luiz Eduardo Ra-
mos, alvo de queixas cons-
tantes de parlamentares.

Pragmitico, Ciro, 52, que
responde a inquéritos no
Supremo, foi aliado do ex-

residente Luiz Indcio Lu-

a da Silva (PT) e ja chamou
Bolsona.m de fascista —se o
Planalto o confirmar, quem
assume o cargo no Senado ¢
sua mie e primeira suplen-
te, Eliane Nogueira, 72.

0O governo busca, assim,
blindar-se politicamente da
queda de popularidade.

Pelo redesenho previsto, o
general Ramos seria deslo-
cado para a Secretaria-Geral,
hoje ocupada por Onyx Lo-
renzoni (DEM-RS), que iria
para o Ministério do Traba-
lho e da Previdéncia.

Esta pasta seria recriada
por meio de medida provi-
stria que retiraria a atribu-
icdo do atual Ministério da
Economia, enfraquecendo
ainda mais Paulo Guedes.

Atletas e drbitra de Gra-Bretanha x Chile fazem gesto antirracista no estadio Sapporo Dome, na abertura do futebol na Olimpiada «es sma) e vemiun shimtun wee

PROTESTOS ENTRAM EM CAMPO

Jogadoras de 5 selecdes realizam atos antirracistas, e
COlveta imagens nas midias sociais da Olimpiada se
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Exército vacinou
agentes da Abin em
segredo e sem aval

O Exército atuou na vaci-
o secreta de 130 ser
ores da Agéncia Brasi-
leira de Inteligéncia, sem
aval do Ministério da Sa-
ude. A Abin informou ao
Ministério Publico Federal
que a imunizacao atendeu
a uma “iniciativa exclusi-
va" da categoria. sadde B1

Covid faz expectativa de
vida cair 1,5 ano nos EUA
Areducao em 2ozo fez oin-
dice dos americanos atin-
ir 77,3 anos, a menor me-
ia na expectativa de vida
desde 2003. A queda, im-
pulsionada pelas mortes
por Covid, & a maior nos
EUAemum ano desdea2?
Guerra Mundial. Mundo a1o

SP prevé flexibilizar a partir do
dia 12, mas mantera mascara =

610_u4877

+ EXPECTATIVA

Sob rejeigao, Téquio quer
mastrar DEDE| do BsSporee
contra a pandemia sy

+ REALIDADE

Luto provocado pela
Cowvid deixa marcas na
delegacao brasileira »a

+ OPINIAD Angelo Ishi

Adiversidade celebrada
nestes Jogos sera
auréntica ou fake? mn

Rubens Cavallarl/Folhapress

EVENTO EM SANTOS TESTA PROTOCOLOS PARA RETOMADA

Participantes cumprem distanciamento em seminario promovido pelo governo de 53o Paulo
para apresentar as regras que feiras de negécios terdo de observar no pds-Covid saiide 1

Aaproximacio com o cen-
trio e o provivel retorno do
Trabalho enterram de vez o
discurso de campanha bol-
sonarista de rejeigao a prati-
cado“tomalidacd”edeen-
xugamento da maquina pii-
blica. PoderAdeAseMercado Al3

Bruno Boghossian
Fragilizado, governo
instala comité da
reeleigdo no Planalto az

Senado vé pouca
acdo do Planalto
por Mendonga

Ao menos quatro senado-
res relataram gue
Mendonga, indicado por
Jair Bolsonaro auma vaga
no Supremao, 0s procurou
por telefone, para marcar
EMNCONITos & S& APTesenrar.
Paraeles, o movimento in-
dica falta de articulacio
do préoprio Planalto para
apoiar Mendonca. Poder AT

ENTREVISTA
Leonardo Padura

Manifestantes em
Cuba gritam sem
querer ouvir outros
Escritorvivo mais famoso
de Cuba, Leonardo Padu-
ra diz & Folha gue a pola-
riza¢io criou um "estado
de édio™ que ndo contribui
para resolver os proble-
mas da ilha. Criticado por
ter citado 0 embargo ame-
ricano como ponto cenral
da crise, questiona a “ima-
gem manigueista” do pais
no exterior, Mundo a1z

Arrecadagdo federal

chega a R$ 897 bilhies
no primeiro semestre,
recorde em 22 anos ais

Brasil perde quase
30 mil industrias
desde 2013

Mercado AL5

EDITORIAIS A2

Lista para a PGR

Em defesa de norma que
fortaleceria a instituicéo.
Apesar do MEC

Acerca de retorno paula-
tino das aulas presenciais.
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Abogados dicen que como pasaron mas de 5 afos ya no corre la lesion de confianza

El desafio fiscal es encontrar
hecho no prescrito en Itaipii

Caso contrario, solo se buscara la responsabilidad histérica, advierte la diputada y ex fiscala
Rocio Vallejo. Los artifices de la deuda espuria de |a binacional podrian quedar impunes.
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egasus: I'onde de choc
politique et diplomatique

L’espionnage téléphonique de responsables francais, dont Emmanuel Macron, par des pays amis
souléve une vague d’'inquiétude et d'indignation, et jette un froid sur les relations internationales,

«5i les faite sont avérés, ils sont
graves, » A T'instar de Jean Castex,
toute la classe politique s"est saisie
de I'affaire des écoutes obtenmes
via le logiciel espion israélien Pe

ancien

gasus. Des téléphones du prési
dent Emmanuel Macron, de son
1 premier
Edouard Philippe, et de treize mi-
nistres ou anciens ministres figa

ministre,

rent sur une liste de cibles poten
tiellement espionndss par ke Ma-
roc. Abors que des engquétes parle-
mentaires se profilent en France,
le royvaume chérifien dément ca

tégariquement les révélations du
consortium de médias Forbidden
Stories et menace d’attaquer ses
accusateurs, Champion du mon-
e du eyberespionnage, lsra] est

aussi plongé dans 'embarras.
Pour Iexpert Guillhem Girawd, la
France devrait «lancer le chantier
e ba movalization des technologies
de surveiliamoe .

- « MACRON DOIT SATTAQUER A LA MORALISATION DES TECHNOLOGIES DE SURVEILLANCE » - ISRAEL EMBARRASSE PAR LES BONMNES AFFAIRES DE NSO - LE MAROC
MENACE DE POURSUIVRE SES ACCUSATEURS PAGES 2 3 ET LEDITORIAL

Controles
a l'entree
du Puy du Fou,

I fl juillet. )

C—1

Vanants WAccination, passe b.mital

les inconnues du mois d’aont

Le nombre de cas double tous les cing jours et la quatriéme vague est bien la. Sera-t-elle moins rude que les précé-
dentes ? Tout dépendra de I'efficacité des mesures et du succes de la campagne vaccinale. PAGES 4 A6

B3 EDITORIAL s phiipe cttc pecicsesaoss

Les bretelles de Pégase

u'il est loin le temps des «bretel
les o ol un grésillement sur la li-
gne valait brevet de reconnaks
sance, ol une camionnetie gardée
dans la rue tournait négligem-
ment son antenne vers vos fené-
tres, ot un journaliste en poste dans un pays
sensible poussait la politesse a «saluer ceur qui
nous écoutent =, C'était le bon temps des bar-
bouzes, quand Lino Ventura répondait aux pe-
tits nomes charmants de « Chérubin s, « Falba-
ke, ou « Bazooka»...
Aujourd'hui, ke régne absolu du furtif a enleve
toute poesie au meétier despion. Un virus indé-
oclable s'infiltre dans nos téléphones portables -
qui renferment, {1 faut malheurensement 1*ad
mettre, ka moitié de nos vies - et y dérobe tout ce
qu'il veut sans laisser d'empreinte. Aux deux
bouts de la ligne, un informaticien aussi génial
quirresponsable et I"agent sans visage d'une
police politique bien 4 1"abri dans son burean.
Pas étonnant qu'on attende avec impatience e
prochain épisode d"O8S 117 pour réver un pen !
Aver le bogiciel esplon israélien Pegasus, plus
personme ne peut se crodre & 1abri. Un rod, trods
présidents - dont Emmanuel Macron - et dix
premiers ministres ont été ciblés. Arroseurs ar-

rosés, lesouverain Mohammed V1 ef son entow
rage figurent sur la liste qui impute aux services
marocains b surveillance du président francais.
Le pire, c'est qu'on ne peut méme pas affirmer
qui a ét¢ effectivement espionné, encore moins
quels secrets d'Etat ont éé volés. Pas de trace,
pas de crime, pas de coupable,

C'est pourtant le moment de réagir. Les armes

: silencieuses de la cy-

Les virus berguerre  devien-
C],E la nent potentiellement
aussi  dévastatrices

Cyberguerre. que la bombe atomi
nouvelle que : elles peuvent
m b paralyser les réseaux
b? _E' d"électricité, deauou
atomique de transport, rangon-

ner les entreprises et les hopitaux, écouter en
direct les dirigeants et les généraux. Les experts
demandent un moratoire et un code de condui-
te international - ce qui souligne en creux I'ab-
sence de parade. Avec les vims, missiles anony -
mes €t bon marché, le plis probable est
d'assister 4 une folle course aux armements.
Drans la mythologie, le cheval ailé emmenait le
rof vainere la Chimére ; de nos jours, il porte ses
bretelles. |
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Coup de frein
sur la folle
croissance des
plateformes
de streaming
e
vidéo
Aprés des années de crols
sance, notamment au cours
de la pandémie, Netflix
s'essouffle. Le géant améri-
cain a méme perdu des
abonnés aux Etats-Unis au
printemps.
La multiplication des offres
sature le marché, et les cli
ents n'heésitent plus a revoir
leurs abonnements. Les pla
teformes vidéo avec de la
publicité, moins onéreuses,

se développent rapidement.
PAGE 24
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Threat of nurses’ strike over
3% pay award for NHS staft

Denis Campbell
Aubrey Allegretti

Ministers have offered more than
1 million NHS staff in England a 3%
pay rise, three times higher than
the initial 1% offer that sparked fury
among frontline workers,

However, nurses are likely toreject
the award as too low and may take
industrial action in protest. Other
health unions also plan to ballot
memberships over possible strikes,

Afteraday of confusion and rising
tensions, the government dropped
plans to make only 1.5% of the 3%
uplift a permanent increase to

Dismay at
attempt to
axe Brexit
protocol

Lisa O'Carroll
Jessica Elgot
Jennifer Rankin

The UK has launched an audacious
attempt to rewrite a key plank of
the Brexit deal, saving the Northern
Ireland protocel was flawed at con-
ception but served its purpose to get
the UK out of the EUas “one country ™,

The European Commission imme-
diately ruled out a renegotiation of
the deal, which was trumpeted by
Boris Johnson as a solution to the
Irish border impasse two vears ago.
The commission is understood to be
open tosome changes on the special
arrangements for Northern Ireland,
however.

EUofficialsexpressed exasperation
at the UK’s move, revealed yester-
day in a 28-page command paper by
the Brexit minister, Lord Frost. He
told peers the protocol was

salaries, with the other 1.5%in effect

a one-off bonus. It came after staff

groups warned privately they would
condemn a deal structured that way.

However, the government decision
to exclude from the pay award the
NH5's61,000 junior doctors - all med-
ics below the level of consultant - is
certain to cause deep unease among
akey group of staff who undertook a
series of strikes in 2015-16 in protest
at a proposed new contract.

The pay rise offer comes after the
Covid pandemic left hospitals over-
whelmed and forced stafftoadapt to
full personal protective equipment
and the cancellation of leave. Wait-
inglists reached a record 5m patients.

Ministers stressed vesterday that
they had accepted in full the recom-
mendations of the two independent
pay review bodies that advise the
government on levels of NHS pay.
The Department for Health and Social

‘NHS workers know
their worth and so do
the public. Shame on

the government’

Rachel Harrison
GME union

Care (DHSC) said 3% was a “recog-
nition of the unique impact of the
pandemic on the NHS".

The 3% is for the 2021-22 financial
vear that began on 1 April, so will be
backdated tathen, the DH5C added,
It will cover most NHS staff, includ-
ing nurses, paramedics, consultant
doctors, dentistsand salaried GPs but
not doctors and dentists whoare still
in training.

“NHS staff are rightly receiving a
pay rise this year despite the wider
public sector pay pause, in recogni-
tion of their extraordinary efforts,”
said Sajid Javid, the health secretary.

The DHSC disclosed the
offer at 6pm, hours after oe
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UAE link to
UK phones
in Pegasus
database

—The
= dASus

—p 1
Dan Sabbagh

David Pegg
Stephanie Kirchgaessner

A member of the House of Lords is
among more than 400 people whose
UK mobile phone numbers appear
inaleaked list of numbersidentified
by NSO Group’s client governments
between 2017 and 2019, the Guardian
canreveal,

The principal government respon-
sible for selecting the UK numbers
appears to be the United Arab Emir-
ates, according toanalysis ofthe data.
The UAE is one of 40 countries that
had access to the NSO spyware that
isable to hack into and secretly take
control of a mobile phone.

Dubai, ruled by Sheikh Moham-
med bin Rashid al-Maktoum, is also
believed to have been an N3O client.
The phones of Sheikh Mohammed's
daughter Princess Latifa, who made
a failed attempt to escape Dubai in
2018, and his ex-wife Princess Hava,
whofled the countryand cameto the
UK in 2019, appear in the data.

5o too do the phones of several
associates of both women - includ-
ing, in the case of Haya, mostly
UK-based numbers,

In multiple statements NSO said
that the fact that a number appeared
on the leaked list was in no way
indicative of whether a number
was targeted for surveillance using
Pegasus, “The list is not a list of
Pegasus targets of potential targets,”
the company said. “The numbersin
the list are not related to NS0 Group
inany way.”

But the Guardian and other media
partners that had access to the data

as part of the Pegasus pro- oe
ject, a media consortium,

AL



