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What’s
News

Business & Finance

hina’s economic re-

bound slowed in the
second guarter but cont
ved to show unusual resi
ience. The country’s GDP
expanded by 7.9% in the
April-to-June period com-
pared with a year earlier. Al
+ The Fed's Powell said
the central bank wouldn’t
hesitate to raise rates to keep
inflation under control, but
he repeatedly emphasized he
srill expects price pressures
to ease later this year. Al
+ BofA said the economic
rebound helped to nearly
triple its profit, but low
rates wei on revenue, BL
+ Wells Fargo posted its
highest revenue since be-
fore the pandemic began. BLO
» Citigroup said its second-
quarter profit scared thanks
to an increasingly bright
view of consumer health. BLO
+ China"s Alibaba and Ten-
cent are considering moves
to gradually open their
services to one another. BL
+ NortonLifeLock is in talks
to buy cybersecurity firm
Awvast, which has a market
value of around $7.2 billion. B1

content creators on its social
networks through 2022, BL

# The S&P 500 and Dow
both gained 0.1%, while
the Nasdaq fell 0.2%. B11

+ OPEC members reached
a compromise with the
U.AE., agreeing to lift the
amount of oil that country
can eventually pump. B11

* Delta Air Lines said US.
wvacation travel msﬁJ.llyrecﬂv

ered, as it posted second-guar-
ter profit of $652 million. B3
World- Wide
_——

+ The EU and China pre-
sented sweeping plans to
limit greenhouse-gas emis-
sions that will increase costs
for industry and consumers,
but they drew criticism
from environmentalists as
not going far enough to
slow climate change. Al

* Drug-overdose deaths in
the U.S. surged nearly 30%
in 2020, the result of a dead-
lier supply and the destabi-
lizing effects of the Covid-19
pandemic, according to pre-
liminary federal data and
public-health officials. A1

+ FEI agents disregarded
allegations by Olympic gyim=
nasts that they were sexually
assaulted by former national
team doctor Massar and later
made false statements to cover
their mistakes, Justice Depart-
ment investigators said. AG
* Several centrist Democrats
in the Senate took a neutral
stance on a new $3.5 trillion
budget agreement, saying
they needed to review de-
tails of the sweeping plan. A4
+ Facebook sought the re-
cusal of Federal Trade Com-
mission chief Khan from the
agency's deliberations on
whether to file a new antitrust
case against the comparmy:. A4
# The Bootleg Fire in Ore-
gon is now the largest fire
in the U.5, as firefighters
across the West work to con-
tain dozens of blazes that
have been fueled by hot tem-
peratures and drought. A3

# Brazilian President Bol-
sonaro was flown to Sio
Paulo from Brasilia for med-
ical treatment after his doc-
tor diagnosed him with an
intestinal obstruction. A1l
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Flags Wave for Washington Monument’s Reopening

TOWERING: A Mational Park Sa’\uoe employee repla:es a worn flag as the w.sh ngton Monument reopells wgdnesdly,
with Cowid-19 restrictions. The monument had reopened in October but closed again in January because of the pandemic.

Powell Says Fed Would Raise
Rates if Inflation Risk Persists

By Mick Toairaos

Federal Reserve Chairman
Jerome Powell said the central
bank wouldn't hesitate to raise
interest rates to keep inflation
under control, but he repeat-
edly emphasized he still ex-
pects price pressures to ease
later this year.

Inflation “has been higher
than we've expected and a little
bit more persistent,” Mr. Powell

said in a semiannual report
Wednesday to House lawmale-
ers. His appearance came a day
after the government reported
the fastest monthly rise in con-
sumer prices in 13  years,
largely because of special fac-
tors including a semiconductor
shortage that is reducing the
supply of autos.
Pandemic-related bottle-
necks and other supply con-
straints created “just the per-

fect storm of high demand and
low supply”™ that led to rapid
price increases for certain
goods and services, Mr. Powell
said. Higher inflation readings
“should partially reverse as the
effects of the bottlenecks un-
wind,” he said.

While Mr. Powell’s remarks
amounted to a reaffirmation of
his wiew that inflation is ely
to be temporary, even in light
of Tuesday's report, he also ac-

knowledged more explicitly
that the Fed could turn out to
be wrong in its inflation fore-
casts. “We're anxious, like ev-
ervhody else, to see that infla-

tion pass through,” he said.
Mr. Powell also indicated he
wasn’t in a hurry to start par-
ing the Fed's purchases of $120
billion a month in Treasury or
mortgage securities. Sewveral
Fed bank presidents have indi-
Please rurn topage A2

China’s
Economy
Slows to
Growth
Of '7.9%

Rate is much lower
than 18.3% in first
quarter but continues
to show resilience

By JONATHAN CHENG

BELJING—China’s economic
rebound slowed in the second
quarter but continued to
show unusual resilience more
than a year after the country
largely got control of the cor-
onawvirus within its borders.

China's factories delivered
another stronger-than-ex-
pected guarter of output,
wrhile its consumers beat low-
ered expectations, raising
hopes that domestic spending
might plavy a greater role in
sustaining momentum in the
coming months.

All told, China’s govern-
ment said Thursday that its
gross domestic product ex-
panded by 7.9% in the April-
to-June period compared with
a wvear earlier, in line with
economists’ expectations.

While that growth rate was
far slower tham the 18.3%
wear-on-year GDP jump dur-
ing the first three months
this year, nobody expected
China’s economy to sustain
that blistering pace of growth
as the statistical distortions
from last year’s pandemic cri-
sis faded.

The second-guarter growth
figure was enough to power
China’s economy to a 12.7%
expansion for the first half of

Please rurn to page AIQ

Beijing,
EU Plan
Sweeping
Limits on
Emissions

The European Union and
China presented sweeping
plans to limit greenhouse-gas
emissions that will increase
costs for industry and con-
sumers, but they drew criti-
cism from enwvironmentalists
as not going far emough to
slow climate change.

By Maitthew Dalton
in Paris and Sha Hua
in Hong Kong

The moves, while both long
discussed and still months or
vears from full implementa-
tion, show a new urgency to
regulate emissions in two of
the world’s biggest economies.
They come as the Biden ad-
ministration promises its own
bold initiatives but faces big
obstacles in Congress.

In the U.5. Senate Demo-
crats are proposing polluter
import fees, without providing
details, as part of their $3.5
trillion climate, antipoverty
and education framework
backed by President Biden.
(See article on Page A4.)

Beijing and the EU are act-
ing ahead of the world's next
climate-change conference,
scheduled for November in
Glasgow, Scotland, where the
world's biggest powers hope to
hammer out new initiatives to
limit emissions.

The EU proposed on
Wednesday a broad economic
overhaul that would sharply
cut the bloc’s reliance on fossil
fuels and place first-of-its-kind
levies on imports from high-
emitting countries.

The import-tax plan, which
has been in the works for
months, has already drawn
condemnation from the bloc’s
trading partners in the devel-
oping world and given an ad-

Pleaseturn topage A8

# Heard on the Street: Eurcpe’s
carbon prices go global . B12

Lumber Starts
To Look Cheap

Lurmber prices are down nearly
70% from highs hit in May. B1
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Miami’s Big Condo Problem:
Two-"Thirds Are Over Age 30

Buildings line beachfront, and salt corrosion is speeding their decline

Engineers say it can take just 30 years for
condominium buildings to reach a point when
owners can no longer delay making critical

repairs.,

front, where salt corrosion and other forces
are speeding their decline. That is leaving
thousands of buildings saddled with multi-

million-dollar repair costs—and little notion

By Laura Kusisto,

Jon Kamp

and Daniela Hernandes

of how to pay for them.

Investigators are still trying to determine
the cause of last month's collapse of the 40-

In the Miami region, two out of every
three condo buildings are more than 30 years
old, according to data compiled by real-estate
data firm Zillow for The Wall Street Journal.
In at least seven other Florida cities, some
three-quarters of condo buildings have hit

that age.

port.

year-old Champlain Towers South condomin-
iwm, which left at least 95 dead, The property
showed multiple points of strain, including
eroded concrete and failed waterproofing at
its base, according to a 2018 engineering re-

It often takes as little as 20 yvears for mamy
building materials, including stucco, windows

and shingles, to reach the end of what engi-

Many of the aging towers line the beach-

Flease turn to page A12

U.S. Drug Overdose Deaths Soared Nearly 30%

By BETsy McKay

Drug-overdose deaths in the
U.S. surged nearly 30% in 2020,
the result of a deadlier supply
and the destabilizing effects of
the Covid-19 pandemic, accord-
ing to preliminary federal data
and public-health officials.

The estimated 93,331 deaths
from drug overdoses last year,
a record high, represent the

sharpest annual increase in at
least three decades, and com-
pare with an estimated toll of
72,151 deaths in 2019, accord-
ing to provisional overdose-
drug data released Wednesday
by the federal Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention.
“That is a stunning number
ewven for those of us who have
tracked this issue,” said Bren-
dan Saloner, associate profes-

sor of health policy and man-
agement at the Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public
Health. *“Our public-health
tools have not kept pace with
the urgency of the crisis.”
The surge, the 2020 data
show, was driven largely by a
proliferation of fentanyl, a
powerful synthetic opioid
whose use has spread across
the nation. The pandemic am-

plified the epidemic of over-
doses, bringing on social isola-
tion, trauma and job losses,
according to addiction experts
and treatment providers.
Overdose deaths began rising
in the fall of 2019 with the
spread of fentanyl, but really
took off starting in March
2020, when pandemic-driven
shutdowns and physical-dis-

Please turn topage AG

Ted Lasso School of Leadership
Inspires Real NBA Coaches

*

*

TV character doesn’t know his sport,

but knows his players: “required watching’

By BEN COHEN

Utah Jazz coach Quin Snyder
needed some help dealing with
a tricky situation at work not
long ago. He took advice from
one of his favorite television
shows.

“T don't know if you watch
“Ted Lasso,'”™ he said. “But
sometimes your favorite animal
is a goldfish because it has a
memory of 10 seconds. That’s

where we need to be.”

There was something curi-
ous about one of the NBA's
brightest minds borrowing a
Ted Lasso pep talk. He could
hawve leaned on decades of ex-
perience to get his basketball
team past a stressful moment
in the playvoffs. He decided to
invoke the folksy wisdom of a
fictional American football
coach managing an E SO

Please twrn to page A12
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Travel is picking up,
but delays are slowing
passport renewals for
many Americans. A13
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BUSINESS & FINANCE
Shoppers are paying
more for their meals
whether or not they

notice it. B1
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Questions of trust

Cartel busting demands a delicate

touch —eroOKE MAST ERS, PAGE 17
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HEHREEN KHAM — BEUSSELS

Brussels has set out sweeping plans for
the EU to become the waorld's first
maver an achieving net-zero

L-zeroemissions
Lat 2050

The plan risks provoking a backlash
from poorer EU countries and parts of
imdustry that argue the pace of change
and increased regulations will become a
financial burden. The willalsa

to limit global warming, with a strategy
targeting allsectors ofthe economy.

The Buropean Commission umvelled
15 policies designed to tackle climate
chamge by ensuring the continent meets
its goal of redwcing average greenhouse
gasemissions by S5per cent in2050 and
mset zero by 2050, againet 1990 levels.

“Bur is the first continent with a
womprehensive architecture to meet
our climrate goals,” von der
Leyen, the commission president.

“Our package aims to combine the
reduction of emisstons with measuresto
preserve nature and to put jobs and
social balance at the heart of this
transformation.”

Soho House opens doors
to Investors with listing

Private members' dub Soho House s
Targating a 53bn valuarion when IT ks1s
Today. With 30 clubs in 12 cownftries,
the company that fargets trastives
has come a long way since the ariginal
cluty opened in London 28 wears 3go.
As It banks on aggresshe grawth fo
WO Imeestons, its fifth ariginal

be examined closely by the bloc's trad-
ing partners as their companies face
penalties on exports of carbon-intensive
products such s steel and cement.

The centreplece of the EU's master
plan s to expand the emlssions trading
scheme, a system that makes compa-
mbes pary for the eost of polluting.

Brussels wants to go further with the
scheme to include emissions from the
car industry and heating bulldings to
quicken the pace of decarbonisation.

The commission hopes to ward off a
political revalt over the creation of a
separate carbon market for cars and
buildings by using part of the revenues
o fund a €72bn facklity to help govern-

BlackRock’s Fink warns on hlgher US
inflation as staff take home 8% pay rise

HICHAEL MACKENTIE

BlackRock chief executive Larry Fink
has warned that the US should brace
itself for a period of higher inflation, as
the world’s largest assel manager
handed the majority of its employees
am 8 per cent pay rise.

Thie forecast came a day after
showed the U8 consumer price index
rose in June at the fastest pace in more
tham a decade, fanming concern that the
ecanormy may be overheating. “We lave
been accustomed to sub-2 per cent infla-
tion,” said Finle, whe did not rule out
Infla tion staying above I per cent as the

s Japan—g

Ringing hollow
Fading prom
renewal haun

ise of Olympics-fuelled

- Brussels unveils
= -. — sweeping plan to cut
= EU’s carbon footprint

r.
& Carbon trading system e Fierce talks expecte;!
among bloc’s 27 states

at heart of new strategy

ments alleviate energy poverty for
households that may face higher fuel
and heating bills.

Frans Timmermans, the commis-
shom's executive vice-president incharge
of green policy, sald the measares would
succeed anly i they proved tobe fair.

“It's going to be loady hard to do . - -
but st imagine for one second the cost
of non-action,” hesald.

The plan will be subject to Plerce nego-
tiations among the bloc’s 27 member
states that will take years tocomplete.
The US and the UK will follow keenly
how the ELU's efforts play oat as they
attempt thelr owmn ambitkons net-2er
emisslons

e of the most anticipated measures
i5 an EU carbon barder adjustment
mechanism that will force Inporters of
steel, cement, aluminium and fertiliser
to pay for the scaring carbon costs faced

and wages,” Fink told the Financial
Times. BlackRock announced the
Increase in base salary for all employees
up b and inchading director level al ong-
side second-quarter earnings that com-
fortably beat anabysts’ expectations.

Riding the rebound in equity mar-
kets, BlackRock's assets under manage
ment surged to a record $9.50, Reve-
nues climbed 32 per cent to $4.8bn,
exceeding expectations of $4.6bn,
thanls to strong organic growth and
kigher performance fees. et income
climbed 14 per cont to 31 38ba

Fink said the decision to lift the base
pay for almost 95 per cent of lts 16,500

Green policy
commissioner
Frans

THRINbEE ELATS
“It's godng to be
blondy hard to
do . . . bt just
imagine for one
second the cost
of mon-action”
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French connection

‘Soonicorns’ emerge from the new
start-up nation —INSIDE BUSINESS, PAGE &

[T ——

by European industry. The prospect of
the levy has alarmed Raussian businesses
that say they will be worst hit.

The car industry s included in the
ET3 and new vehicles will be subject to
stricter CO2 reduction standards over
the next 15 years. The commissions tar-
gets il amsount t a de Facto ban on the
sale of new diesel and petrol cars by
2035, That will be accompanied by new
rules to imcrease the avallability of
charging points and encourage the

e electricears.

Aviation and shipping are due to be
penalised for polluting, with plans for a
it on aviation and maritime fuels pro-
posed for the first time. The shipping

industry will alse fall under the
expanded ETS to cover intra-EU jour-
neys and 50 per cent of journeys cutslde

the bloc from 2025
Brussals' J0-year Journey page 3

set anew record, net inflows of $81bn for
the three months to the end of June
ended astreak of four quarters in which
they had topped $100bn.

Long-term investment flows, a metric
that excludes cash management, came
i a1 $60bn, shy of the $94bn analysts
expected. A U5 pension fund client
pulled 358bn from an equity Index man-
date during the quarter.

“While the pension client loss
weighed on the overall flow figare,
underlying trends were solid” said Kyle
Sanders, an analystat Edward Jones.

Wall Street remains bullish on Black-
Rock's growth prospects, ghven the sub-

member, Screermariiing a0ent Greg result of higher energy costs, globalsup-  staffreflected adesire tosharethe bene-  stantial lead It has over rivals in ETPs
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= Fed ready to intervene on inflation

Chair Jay Powell has told a congressional committos
that the central bank will not be complacent over
rising prices. But he stuck to his view that the recent
surge in inflation was largely temporary.— pace 2

= Stalled lending hits US banks’ revenoes
L interest rates and sheinking loan books have
continued ta take their tall on Bank of America and
Cltigroup. Wills Fargo posted dooble-digit declines.
in consumer and commercial loans.— eace &

= Poland courts’ feud with Brussels flares
The constitutional court in Warsaw has mled that
Polamd does not have to obey orders from the EUs
top court relating to its contested pdicial sverhaul
by the conservative Law and Justice party. — pace &

= Merkel damips pipeline accord lopes.
The German chancellor, who !
arrives in the U5 today; has

played down hopes of reaching

anagreement with Washington
1o resolve differences over the
Mord Stream 2 pipeline. — pace 1

» Global investors pile into Chinese stocles
Sourkng relations betwesn Beiling and the global
community have failed to stop foreign holdings of
equities and bonds from surging by about 40 per
cent to more than $8.00ba In the past year— pace &

= Widepsread price rises fuel UK inflation
A reading of 2.5 per cent for June has ncreased the
pressare on the Bank of England, as price rises
throughout the coonomy challenged its view that
higher inflation will prove “transitory™— sage 3

= German vote threatened, says spy chief
Thomas Ha head of the BfV, has warned
ﬂﬂta:\plkrlnpualmuamdunn:lhmmrs
that foreiim intelligen e agencies could be secking
to influence Septembers Bundestag poll.— Pase 2
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Democrats Set
Budget Outline
At $3.5 Trillion

Vow to Expand Social
and Climate Agenda

This article is by Jonathan Weis-

man, Emily Cochrame and Ji
Tanlersiey.
WASHINGTON — President

Biden and congressional Demo-
crats wowed on Wednesday 1o
push through a $3, alrllhonbudget
blueprint to vastly expand social
and environmental programs by
extending the reach of education
and health care, taxing the rich
and tackling the warming of the
plamet.

The legislation is far from pas-
sage, but top Democrats hawve
agreed on working to include sew-
eral far-reaching details. They in-
clude universal prekindergarten
for all 3- and 4-vear-olds, two
years of free community college,
clean energy requirements for
utilities and lower prescription
drug prices. Medicare benefits
would be expanded, and green
cards would be extended to some
undocumented immigrants,

A aclosed-door luncheon in the
Capitol, Mr. Biden rallied Demo-
crats and the independents
aligned with them to embrace the
plan, which would require every
single one of their votes to move
forward over united Republican
opposition. But several moderate
lawmakers who are crucial to the
plan’s success had yet w say
whether they would accept the
proposal,

Mr. Biden's message was “b
unified, strong, big and coura
geous” Senator Richard Blumen-
thal of Connecticut said,

Senate Democratic  leaders
have said they aim to pass both
the: budgel b'luepnnl and a nar-
rower, n infrastructure
plan :m sull being written be-
fore the August recess. That wi
be a politically tricky task in an
evenly split Senate. The narrowly
divided House would also have to
pass the blueprint before both
bers tackle the details.

Speaker MNancy Pelosi em-
braced the deal. “This budget
agreement is a victory for the

American  people, making  his-
Continued on Page A1

CARBON TARIFF Domocrals have
agreed to a plan to tax imports
from polluting nations. PAGE AL0

Families displaced by fig

1M EALVLERIOER POk

ng took refuge at the Bibi Amina school in Kunduz, a provincial capital in northern Afghamslan.

Delta Variant Widens Gulf Between ‘2 Americas’ Afghan City

By APOORVA MANDAVILLT
and BENJAMIN MUELLER

Even as many Americans cele-
brate the apparent waning of the
pandemic, the thrum of concern
over the so-called Delta variang
grows steadily louder,

The wariant, the most conta-
Eious version yet of the coronavi-
rus, accounts for more than half of
new infections in the United
States, federal health officials re-
ported this month, The spread of
the variant has prompoed a vig-
orous new vaceination push from
the Biden administration, and fed-
eral officials are planning to send
medical teams to communities
facing outbreaks that now seem
inevitable,

Infections, hospitalizations and
deaths are rising swiftly in some
states with low vaccinarion rates
like Arkansas, Missouri, Texas
and Mewvacda, and are be; ming o
show small upticks in all of the
others. The curves have also be-
gun shifting upward in New York
City, and the percentage of pos-

Different Paths Seen for
the Vaccinated and
the Unvaccinated

itive tests in the city has doubled
in the past few weeks 1o just over 1
percent.

Natiomwide, the numbers re-
at some of the lowest levels

demic, bul are once again slow
trending upward, prompting a de-
bate about when booster shots
might be needed to protect Ameri-
cans.

The virus has also set off large
outbreaks across the globe, from
Japan and Australia Indonesia
and South Africa, forcing many
countries 1o reimpose stringent
restrictions  on  social  activity.
Ewve places like Britain, where
wide swaths of the population are
immunized, the Delta variant has
outpaced  vaccination  efforts,
pushing the goal of herd immunity

further out of reach and postpon-
ing an end to the pandemic.

But scientists say that ewven if
the numbers conbinue o rise
through the fall, Americans are
unlikely to revisit the horrors of
last winter, or to reguire booster
shots in the foreseeable future.

If Britain's experience is a har-
hinger of what’s to come, the over-
all number of infections may rise
as the Delta variant spreads
through the United States. But
hospitalizations and deaths are
likely to be mech lower than they
were following the arrival of pre-
vious variants, because the aver-
age age of those infected has
shifted downrarard and young peo-
ple tend to have mild symptoms.

As important, vaccines are ef-
fective against the Delta variant
and already provide a bulwark
against its spread,

“I think the United States has
vaccinated itself out of a national
coordinaved surge, even though
we do expect cases pretty much
everywhere,” said Bill Hanage, an
epidemiologist at the Harvard

Continued on Page Al4

He Couldn’t Speak. Implants Turned His Thoughts Into Words.

By PAM BELLUCK

He has not been able 1o speak
since 2003, when he was para-
Iyzed at age 20 by a severe stroke
after a terrible car crash.

Mo in a scientific milesto
researchers have tapped into the
speech areas of his brain — allow-
ing him to produce comprehensi-
hle words and sentences simply
by trying to say them. When the
man, known by his kname,
Pancho, tries to speak, electrodes
implanted in his brain transmit
signals to a computer that dis-
plays them on the screemn.

His first recognizable sentence,
researchers said, was, “My family
is ourside

The achievement, published on
Wednesday in the Mew England
Journal of Medicine, could ewven-
tually help many patients swith
conditions that steal their ability
to talk.

“This is farther than we've ever
imagined we could go,” said Mela-
nie Fried-Oken, a professor of
neurolo and pediatrics at Ore-
gon Health & Science University
who was not involved in the
project.

Three vears ago, when Pancho,
now 38, agreed to work with neu-
roscience researchers, they wers
unsure if his brain had even re-
tained the mechanisms for
specch.

MIKE & MEW FORK TIM

Pancho, left, working with Dr. Edward Chang at the University of California, San E_ranruk:n

“That part of his brain might
have been dormant, and we just
didn't kmow if it would ever really
wake up in order for him to speak
again” said Dr Edward Chang,
chairman of neurclogical surgery
at the University of California, San
Francisco, who led the research.

The team implanted a rectansu-
lar sheet of 128 elecirodes, de-
signed w detect signals from

speech-related sensory and motor
processes linked o the mouth,
lips, jaw, tongue and lar;
sessions over 81 weeks, they con-
nected the implant to a computer
by a cable attached o a port in
Pancho's head, and asked him to
ry to say words from a |
common ones he helped suggest,
including “hungry” “music” and
“computer”

As he did, electrodes transmit-
ted signals through a form of arti-
ficial intelligence that tried to rec-
ognize the intended words.

“Our system translates the
brain activity that would have
normally contrelled his vocal tract
directly  into words and sen-
tences” said David Moses, a post-
doctoral engineer who developed

Continued o Page A&

Feels Taliban
Tighten Vise

ADAM NOSSITER
and NAJIM RAHIM

KUNDUZ, Afghanistan The
Afghan way of war in 2021 comes
down to this: a watermelon ven-
dor on a sweltering city street, a
government Humvwvee at the front
line just 30 feet away, and Taliban
fighters lurking unseen on the
other side of the road.

When the shooting starts, the
vendor makes himsell  scars
leaving his melons on the tahl
and hoping for the best. When it
stops, selling resumes, o
LS ers now all too rare.

“I don’t have a choice. I"ve got to
sell the melons,” said the vendor,
Abdel Alim, speaking to New York
Times journalists while he kept an
eye on a lane within Kunduz city
from which he said Taliban ha
emerged. “Most people have left,”
. “There is fighting all the

The Taliban are pressing in on
all sides of Kunduz, a provincial
capital of roughly 374,000 in Af-
ghanistan’s north, and several
other provincial capitals as well,
as the Afghan government's war
with the Taliban enters a new and
dangerous phase. For weeks, the
insurgents have captured vulner-
able districts across the country’s
north, sometimes without even
firing a shot. And on Wednesday,
the Taliban said they had captured
an important border crossing with
Pakistan, at Spin Boldak — the

Continued on Page A&

EUROPE LAYS OUT
STRINGENT PLAN
IN CLIMATE FIGHT

RAISING THE GLOBAL BAR

Curbing Fossil Fuels Use
With Penalties for
MNoncompliance

By STEVEN ERLANGER
and SOMINI SENGUPTA

BRUSSELS — In what may be a
seminal moment in the global ef-
fort to fight climare change, Eu-
rope on Wednesday challenged
the rest of the world by laying out
an ambitious blueprint to pivot
away from fossil fuels over the
mexi nine years, a plan that also
has the potential to set off global
trade disputes.

The most radical, and possibly
contentious, sal would im-
pose tariffs on certain imports
from countries with less stringent
climate-protection rules. The
posals also include eliminating
the sales of new gas- and diesel-
powered cars in just 14 years, and
raising the price of using fossil fu-
els.

“Our current fossil fuel econ-
omy has reached its limit” the
president of the European Com-

1R, Fa3SRENDER/ A F2
Wind wirbines near a coal-
fired power plant in Germany.

CETTY [MACES

mission, Ursula von der Leven,
said at a news conference in Brus-
sels.

The effort, pushed by the Euro-
pean Commission, the E.U’s bu-
reaucracy, makes the 27-country
bloc's proposal the most ag-
gressive and detailed plan in the
world to reach a carbon-neutral
economy by 2050, proposing big
changes during this decade. To
force the issue, Brussels has com-
mitted in law to reducing its emis-
sions of greenhouse gases 55 per-
cent by Z03E0 compared with 1950
levels.,

The negotiations over the legis-
lative package will be closely
scrutinized well bevond Europe
as aglimpse into whether and how
a diverse set of countries, with
demacratically  elected leaders
from across the political spec-
Erum, can pivot an economy away

Continued on Page AI0

THE COSTS The E.LL climate goals
may be painful for some busi-
nesses and consumers. PAGE Bl

Drug Deaths Surged to Record
As Pandemic Ravaged Country

By JOSH KATZ and MARGOT SANGER-KATZ

As Covid raged, so did the coun-
try's other epidemic. Drug over-
dose deaths rose nearly 30 per-
cent in 2020 to a record 93,000, ac-
cording to preliminary statistics
released Wednesday by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
wvention. It's the largest singhe-
year increase recorded.

The deaths rose in every state
but two, South Dakota and New
Hampshire, with pronounced in-
creases in the South and West.

Several grim records were set:
the most drug overdose deaths in
a year; the most deaths from opi-
oid overdoses: the most overdose

deaths from stimulants like meth-
amphetamine; the most deaths
from the deadly class of synthetic
opicids known as fentanyls.
t's huge, it's historic, it's un-
heard-of, unprecedented and a
real shame.” said Daniel Cic-
carone, a professor of medicine at
the University of California, San
Francisco, wl studies heroin
markets, “It's a complete shame.”
In recent years, annual drug
overdose deaths had  already
eclipsed the peak yearly deaths
from car crashes, gun violence or
the AIDS epidemic.
Continued on Page AI8
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MATIONAL Al1.19
F.B.I. Faulted in Massar Case

A report blamed the agency for delays
that it said let the former gymnast
doctor keep abusing victims,  PAGE Al

The Divided Heart of Texas
Avoting rights debate reflects a wider

fight between cities and rural areas over
what it means to be Texan. PAGE AlZ
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Merkel to Take a Final Bow

Omn what will most likely be her last trip
to Washington before leaving office,
Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany
will meet with President Biden. PAGE A4

LU.S. Help for Afghans on Way
Operation Allies Refuge will begin in
late July to support the airlift of Afghan
nationals who aided the US., Biden
adminkstration officials said. PAGE AT

Reunited After 24 Years

In China, Guo Gangrang's cross-coun-
try, decades-long search for his son
inspired a movie. Now, there’s an end-
ing fit for Hollywood. PAGE AR

Inside Facebook's Data Wars
Executives have clashed over Crowd-
Tangle, a Facebook-owned data tool
that revealed users' high engagenvent
with right-wing media sources. PAGE Bl

Inflation, Then Moderation
“notably” the Fed chair

. bart signaled the
PAGE Bl

Prices are up
wold House wmalker
gains would be temporary.

SPORTSTHURSDAY BT-10
M.L.B.s First All-Female Crew

“It can’t help but feel different,” said
Alanna Rizzo, one of five women who
weill call an Oricles-Rays game. PAGE B3

THURSDAY STYLES D1.6

Free to Flaunt It Again

After months on Zeom, fashion-con-
scious men in Eurspe are out and about
again in high style. PAGE D3

More Inclusion in the Pool
The International Swimming Federa-
tion is rethinking a ban on a cay

signed to better fit Black hair.  PAGE D3

ARTS C1-8

Back in the Director'’s Chair
James Gunn talks about the tweets that
2ot him temporarily fired, and his cross-
over to the DC franchise. PAGE C1
A Determined Artist

Ryuichi Sakamoto, now battling cancer,
discusses a new work, about dreams

and humanity's struggles. PAGE C1
OPINION AZ0-21
Mimi Swartz PAGE AZ1
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A TRUCHK crosses a bridge at Lake Orowville, which was 33% full on June 30, Deought has hit hard in Northern and Central California.

Biden rallies
Democrats to
back his agenda

Lawmakers are urged
to unite behind
infrastructure plan,
new social programs.

By JENNIFER HABEREORN
AND ELI STOKOLS

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Biden on Wednesday
tried to solidify a fragile co-
alition  of Democrats to
make progress on his mas-
sive infrastructure proposal
that would both rebuild the
nation’s roads and enact a
broad array of social pro-
grams, such as new Medi-
care benefits, child-care as-
sistance and immigration
reform.

Biden visited Capitol Hill
a day after a group of Demao-
crats sald their social pro-
gram bill, which Democrats
plan Lo enact on a strict
party-line vote, would total
$3.5 trillion.

Added to the approxi-
mately S$600 billion ear-
marked for “hard infrastruc-
ture” that Biden hopesto en-
act on abipartisan basis, the

whole package would
amount to $4.1 trillion in new
spending over a decade.

“We're going to get this
done,” Biden said as he ar-
rived for the Senate Demo-
erats” lunch in the Capitol

Democrats have towalk s
tightrope as they try to push
the bills ahead in the coming
weeks., Biden's challenge,
with a slim margin for error,
will be preserving support
from progressives, who orig-
inally wanted 86 trillion in
new spending, and centrists,
who wanted a smaller price
tag and an assurance that it
is entirely paid for.

Biden also needs the sup-
port of at least 10 Senate Re-
publicans on the bipartisan
infrastructure plan in order
to pass it.

“We know we have a long
road to go,” Senate Majority
Leader Charles E. Schumer
(D-MNY.) said Tuesday.

The $3.5-Lri T Proposal
exists only as a framework,
with details to be negotiated
in the weeks to come. The
outline is ambitious and, if
enacted, would be one of the
most  substantial expan-

[See Democrats, A7)

COLUMMN ONE

One man'’s quest to
solve desert riddle

By THOMAS CURWEN
REFORTING FROM
TERMO, CALIF.

certified letter

arrived April 8

for Fred E.

Budinger Jr..

from the federal
Bureau of Land Manage-
rment. It read like an eviction
notice and came across like
a punch,

Dear Mr. Budinger:

The Bureau of Land
Management proposes o
remediale the remnant
archaeological excavalion
and study features of the
Calico Mountains Archoae-
alogiy Dristrict because they
pose asignificant threat fo
public safely,

Budinger stopped. Re-
mediate, he thought: Orwell

would spit at a word like
that. QMcials at the federal
agency, in hisopi 13, had
treated the Calico Barly
Man Site as nothing less
than anuisance. Now they
were getting rid of it.

“This is adestruction
project.” he told his wife,
Pam

Pending permits and
approvals, the Bureau of
Land Management next
year will remove vandalized
buildings from the site in
the central Mojave Desert
‘and fill all but five of the
primary excavation pits
with dirt and rethane
foam. Visitors may still tour
the site, but for Budinger,
the bureau's decision sig-
naled the end of the most.
promising chapter in North
American archaeology.

A dissertation shy of a
doctorate, he is an archaeol-

[See Calico, A12]

ANITA CHABRIA Los Angelss Times

MIKE SNOOK bought property in Doyle, Calif., hoping to work on Burning
Man art projects and host fellow free spirits. Then came a savage wildfire.

Fire took his possessions,
except for the Zamboni

By ANITA CHABRIA

DOYLE, Callf. — Mike Snook had a vi-
slon for this rough and faded California
town on the Nevada border: TE would be a
refuge for the free spirits of Burning Man,
those priced out of the Bay Area and look-
ing for a place to build really bigart.

In 2019, he began buying run-dowrn
property for cheap — his first purchase
was $30,000 — while slowly loading it up
with tools, supplies and random stuff.
Think an entire shipment of Chinese teak
doors, a 1946 UPS truck. a Zamboni lce
resurfacer.

Saturday night, much of that dream
went up in smoke when the Beckwourth
Complex fire roared through Doyle, burn-
ing 33 houses, including several owned by

him.

New blaze adds to woes

The Dixie fire began in Butte County
at 5 p.m. Tuesday and has already
burned 2,200 acres. CALIFORNLA, B3

Snook — as just about everyone here calls

“Five houses down, one left,” Snook
said, with a forced laugh, sitting in the
midday darkness of the Buck Inn, Doyle's
only bar. “I thought,
going to hit all of then." =

Ignited by lightning that struck bone-
dry tinder in the Plumas National Forest,
the Beckwourth Complex remains Cali-
fornia's largest wildfire this year, having
grown to more than 95, D-OO acres in less

[See

‘“There's no way it's

Sea Snoolk, Ab]
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TOKYOOLYMPICS

Japan’s COVID-I9 strategy
scores far from a perfect 10

WIRD SATO Amoeiated Pros

IN TOKYO0, many are focused less on the Games and
more on the pandemic and fourth state of emergency.

By VicToRia KiMm

SEOUL — In a week's
time, the now-anachroni
tically named 2020 Olympic
CGames will finally get under-

It's a moment Japan has
long been preparing for —
since March of last year,
when the Tokyo Games were
pushed back because of the
pandemic; since 206, when
Japan’s then-Prime Min-
ister Bhinzo Abe took the
Baton from Rio de Janeiro in
& Super Mario get-up; since
2m3, when the country first

[See Japan, ]
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NEWSOM
WATER
TACTICS
RAISE
DOUBTS

Officials support the
voluntary approach,
but some scientists say
it’s too little too late.

By AR PLACHTA

When Gov. Gavin New-
som asked Californians to
woluntarily conserve water
last week as he stood in front
ofthe retreating shoreline at
Lopez Lake in San Luis
Obilspo County, some must
have had déja v,

It was only six yvears ago
when his predecessor Gowv.
Jerry Brown stood in a
field near Lake Tahoe that
was bereft of normally plen-
tiful snow and called for wa-
ter restrictions amid the
state’s punishing yvears-long
drought

But by that point, Brown
was done asking. In April
2015, he ordered cities and
towns across the state to cut
water use by 25%, the first
mandatory statewide water
restrictions inCalifornia his-
tory that browned lawns and
shortened showers to the
tune of more than 500 billion
gallons saved that year.

As Californians wonder
when mandatory water re-
strictions might be coming,
officials and experts includ-
ing those who played roles in
addressing the 2012-2006
drought say the pace and
strategy of Newsom's cur-
rent response sufficiently in-
corporates insights gained
from the past.

The EOVEeITOr's ap-
proach, however, has also
frustrated some scientists
who consider his actions too
little too late as record-high
temperatures intensify the
water shortage, particularly
in northern and central
parts of the state.

Newsom, who is facing a
September recall election,
called on Californians on
July & to voluntarily cut their
water use by 15% compared
with last year and expanded
his regional drought state of
emergency o 50 counties,
home to roughly 42% of the
population.

“We're optimistic that
Californians are going to
step up as they have in the
past,” sald Natural Re-
sources Agency Secretary
Wade Crowfoot, "And if the
drought persists and condi-
tions get worse, we'll obwi-
ously have to contemplate
other actions inclhuding
mandatory restrictions.”

Conditions already ap-
pear to be cutpacing the pre-
vious drought: Scant winter
rainfall led to minimal snow-
pack on the Slerra Nevada
mountains, and spring heat.
evaporated much of the run-

[See Water, AG]

Drug overdose
deaths at record
The 93,000 fatalities
last year are a 29%
increase over the peak
of 72,000 in 2019,
FPERSPECTIVES, A%

Larry Nassar
inguiry faulted

A Justice Department
watchdog finds “fun-
damental errors” in a
molestation inguiry by
the FEI sFoRTS, Bio

Counties seeing
wvirus rebound
Soaring caso rates in
Los Angeles and other
counties spur calls for
people to got vacoi-
nated. CALIFORNIA, B1
Weather

Clouds, then sun.

L.A. Basin: 80/67. B6

RN,

BUSINESS INSTDE: After losing market share, state is spending big to win back tourists. A8
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Biden revs
Democrals
for massive
spending

Hill *pep rally” aims to

unite party on budget
package. infrastructure

BY SEUNG MIN K,
Toxy RoMw,
MIKE DEBONIS
AND MARIANNA SOTOMAYOR

President Biden went to Capi-
tol Hill on Wednesday to rally
Senate Democrats around rough-
ly %4 trillion in new. once-in-a-
generation  economic  invest-
ments to revitalize LS. infra-
structure, battle climate change,
and expand health-care benefits
and the federal social safety net.

Inside the closed-door lunch —
Biden's first such in-person visit
as president — he tapped into his
roots, emphasizing the package’s
potentially transformational ef-
fect on erica’s middle class,
acconding o Democrats  who
were present. Biden mused at one
point about how appealing the
proposals might have heen to his
father and asked senators to keep
in mind peaple like his old neigh-
bors in Scranton, Pa, as they
consider the legislation.,

“This president makes an in-
credibly L'ulupt]lmgcm.l_thuﬂns
is the moment to go big,” said Se
Chris Murphy (D-Conn.). “This is
a meoment you have to be able to
deliver real money in the pockets
of Americans that are hurting.”

Biden's salesmanship opened a
new chapter in a complicated
battle over his infrastructure

sSEE INFRASTRUCTURE O Ad

Fresh look: Democrats outline the
535 trillion budget proposal. A21

DOJ watchdog

lashes FBI for

failing victims

in Nassar case
BY DEVLIN BARRETT

The FEBI failed to properly in-
vestigate serions sex-abuse allega-
tions against former USA Gym-
nastics docbor Larry Massar, ac-
cording to the Justice Depart-
ments  inspector  general, who
alzo determined that FEI officials
gave misleading or false answers
when confronted about those fail-

report  rebesed
Wednesday paints a disturbing
portrait of the nations premier
lawr enforcement agency being
told details of what would becomse
one of the most shocking cases of
serial sex abuse in recent Ameri-
can history, yet failing to follow np
with key witnesses or even notify
other law enforeement agencies of
potential crimes happening in
their jurisdictions.

The report noted that aceord-
ing to civil eourt filings, about
70 women and girls were vietim-
ized by MNassar between the time
when the FOI was first told of the
allegations, and when Michigan

sSEE NASSAR ON AT

ELIMA, WAEA, THE WASHING TON POST

Ellzabeth Ellas and Jose Esplnoza, seen at home with thelr children In Callfornla’s Central Valley, recelved $1,000 from Save the
Children during the pandemic as thelr bills plled ap. The Inftative offers a preview of the expanded child tax eredit™s bmpact.

Can a tax credit help students in poverty learn?

BY MoRIAH BALINGIT

POFLAR-COTTON CENTER, CALIF. — There
are some days when 16-vear-old Alexa
Martinez struggles to focus. Even when
she’s inunersed in classwork, her lingering
anxiety over her fam and everything

Advoeates hope $100 billion
program expansion gets to the
root of classroom inequities

mu].d watch her dad and younger siblings.
used to always be concentrated at
schonl, do all my work,” Alexa said. “Afer
[his strokel, T was still trying to concen-
trate. But it was a litthe bit more difficult
‘because I had that at the back of my mind.”
Educators and policymakers have spent

that's gone wrong, seeps
Unitil two years ago, Alexa's father, Jose,

who worked in agriculture in a region that
produces 40 percent of the fruits and nuts
conswmed in the United States. Then he
had a stroke. The man who once provided  taking
for the family — Alexa’s mother and four

On the hunt for cardboard gold

A 22-year-
By KexNt Bann

SANTA ANA, CALIF. — He gave
up on sleep a little before day-
break., opting te begin his
workday carly and maybe right
the previous night's wrong.
Now Sasha Tamaddon checks
his watch lists on eBay, slides
on black jeans and a T-shirt,
and laces up the Air Jordan
sneakers he recelved in ex-
change for trading cards. He
navigates another site that
tracks the valuations of collect-
ibles, He tries to move on,

“1 don't kmow what hap-
pened,” he mutters.

He keeps navigating, trying
to distract himself from the six
figures he didn't spend on a
Michael Jordan rookie card a
few hours ago. He saw it as a
rare, devastating setback after
B year of sucoess,

“Thats a tough one, bro”
says Tamaddon, a Q%yearﬁld
who used to o swiimnning
pools before, he says, tuming a
F15.000 investment in sports
cards — one of several eco-
nomicerazes that sprung to life
during the coronavirus pan-

demic — into a  collection
worth about $1 million.

But on this moming, noth-
ing has soothed him. So he
packs nine trading cards worth
about $1G0.000 into a small
cardboard box and stashes it,
alongside $10,000 in cash, into
his Toyota Tacoma. Then he
hits the road. starting a frenet-
ic and unpredictable waorkday

siblings — now struggles to keep his bal-
was one of the more than 200,000 peopbe ance. Alexa or her mother, Nancy, must
watch over him in case he falls. Even
though her school reopened, the high
school sophomore had to stay at home —
classes on a laptop from the one-
room trailer her family shares — so she

d looks to cash in on a pandemic-fueled sports-card craze

Sasha Tamaddon, 22, says he turned a $15,000 Investment In
Sports cards into a collectlon worth about $1 million.

decades — and billions of dollars — trying
to figure out how to make it easier for
students like Alexa, bright young people
who face a cascade of challenges linked to
poverty, to sucoeed in school. Almost noth-
ing has stuck. Stodents growing up in
poverty are already lagging behind their

SEE TAX CREDIT ON Az
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Fox News host is shaping
a GOP energized
by racial resenls

BY MICHAEL KRANISH

Tucker Carlson huddled in a
lowr-ceilinged dungeon that had
served as a holding pen for Afri-
cans bound for enslavement in
the United Stabes. [t was a July
day in 2003 in Ghana, and Carl-
son stood  alongside  some  of
Americas most prominent eivil

ks beaders,

The conservative commenta-
‘tor, who at the time co-hosted the
CHNN show “Crossfire” walked
through the memaorial, where a
guide told how the shackled Afri-
cans whe did not perish during
the voyage were sold as homan
chattel in America.

The civil rghts leaders prayed.
eried and sang “We Shall Ower-
conne” They peered toward the sea
from the Door of No Return. But
L,arlsan seemed  strangely  de-

o, acoording to two of the civil
nﬁnsleade-rsmm were present.

ERIC THAYER FOR THE WIS SHINGTON POST

that will cover many miles,
result in a few deals and maybe
bring back his lack.

Last year, with millions of
Americans at home, fear and
isolation gave way to boredom
and  nostalgia.  Alengside
cryptocurrencies  amd  non-
fungible tokens, the trading
card market became another

SEE CARDS ON A&

deaths
surged
in 2020

PANDEMIC, FENTANYL
HELFP FUEL 30% JUMP
White House lays out
plans to combat crisis

BY LENNY BERNSTEIN
AND JOEL ACHENBACI

Deaths from drug overdoses
soared to more than 93,000 last
year, a staggering record that
reflects the coronavirus pandem-
ic's toll on efforts to quell the
crisis and the continued spread
of the synthetic opioid fentanyvl
in the illegal narcotic supply, the
government  reportod  Wednes-

iy

The death toll jumpsed by morne
than 21000, or nearly 30 per-
cent, from 2019, according to
provisional data released by the
National Center for Health Sta-
tistics, eclipsing the record set
that year.

The increase came as no sur-
prise to addiction specialists,
drug counselors and policy ex-
perts wha  have watched  the
steady rise in deaths throughout
the pandemic. But that did not
ke the statistics any less horri-

“Every one of those people,
somebody  loved them,” said
Keith Humphreys, a psychiatry
professor at Stanford University
and an expert on addiction and
drug policy. “It's terrifying. It's
the biggest increase in overdose
deaths in the history of the
United States. its the worst

SEL O RIMOSES ON A4

How Carlson became
voice of While grievance

A e
FICH POLKAGETTY IMAGES FOR POLITICON
Tucker Carlson oceuples a
role In the R o
Party's Informatlon unlverse.,

“When we got to the castle and
the dungeon, it had an emotional
impact on all of us, as Africans in
America” said the HRewv, Albert
Sampson, a former associate of
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
Then there was what he called
“the tragedy of Carlson.”

“He did not ery” Sam pson todd
The Washington Post in his first
interview about the encounter.
“He did not have any intellectual
response. He didn't give any ver-
bal response. It was a total de-
tachment from the reality of the
event.”

SEE CARLSON 0N AS
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Fueled by vengeanc

ady squeezed |

Killer took pleasure in his acts and should be
ialrist testified. 11

held responsible, a psye
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Amid the rubble of the
eollapsed Florlda condo,
reams are working 24,7
to recover photos, jewel-
1y, prayer shawls and
other preciows items. A2
The Ford Foundation
and partners announced
a §250 million commit-
ment to easing felons’
paths from prison to the
workforce, As

A new book claims that
i chair-
man feared the lengths
FPresident Tromp would
o o in order o Keep
Power. AlS

THE WORLD
The exodus from

Hong Kong has acceler-
ated this month as thow
sands seek to escape
Beljing's comstraints on
Freedom. Al

U.S. prosecutors have
charged four Iranian
agents with plotting v
abduct an exiled dissi
dent journalist living in
New York. A16

German Chancellor
Angela Merkel will mest
with President Biden to-
day in what is probably
her last trip to the White
House as leader ahead
of her exit this year. a17

THE ECONDMY
The White House
urged regulators o

erack down on shipping
and rall companies as
the pandemic ravages
supply chains. A19
Workers at a Frito-Lay

forced overtime and
S4-hour workweeks, A2z

Two Republican lnw-
miakers, seizing on new-
Iy surfaced Defense
Department emails, are
ealling fior hearings on
Amazon’s efforts to win
a §10 billion cloud-
computing contract, A2z

THE REGION
Virginia's candidates
for governor lave di-
verged dramatically on
the health of the state’s
economy. Bl

An oversight group is

urging DLC, police to
stop using dogs to alert

to marijuana, as the

District decriminalized
the possess]
amounts in

for Latino residents in
Montgomery County is
now higher than for
White residents. B1

A man was charged
with murder in a killing
that left a midshipman
without a mother just
T before his Naval
Acumlemy induction. Ba

STYLE

LOCAL LIVING
Changing the plot
No-till gardening causes
less soil disturbance,
which means reduced
watering and weeding —
and fewer fertilzers.

STYLE

A to-do over Snoo
The 51,500 bassinet,
which uses Al to rock
babies to sleep, Is &
touchstone for
parental judgment. C1

Jeifl Bezos gave the
Wational Alr anad Spevce
Museum £200 million,
the largest gift to the
Smithsonian since its
foumding in 154601

CONTENT 5 A
T Washingion P et A, Me. T3

LI
4] Tos28llz

1100



ARGIET N"ELE30 | ATEMCKOM AL LECTOR: 5195-4777

El empate le dejo
un sabor amargo

a River

Dominda Argentinos Juniorsen el
Monumental, pero termind I-lenel

partido de ida por los octavos de final de

la Copa Libertadores. Deportes
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PREOCUPACION EN
BRASIL POR LA SALUD
DE BOLSONARO

el mundo

Fuetrasladado de Brasilia a San Pablo
por un delicado cuadro intestinal; anoche
evaluaban la posibilidad de someterioa
unacirugia deemergencia. Pagina 15

SIN RASTROS DE

$120

GUADALUPE, CRECELA
ANGUSTIA EN SAN LUIS

seguridad

Secumplio un mes de ladesaparicion de
la nifia de 5 afos: ras intensos operativos

de hisqueda no hay todavia ninguna
pista firme. PAgina 26
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100.250

La pandemia no cedey el pais
cruza otra barrera dramatica

Las muertes diarias siguen entre las mads altas del mundo; buscan acelerar la vacunacién

Con 14 muertos registrados ayer, la
Argentina cruzd la triagica barrera
de los100.000 fallecidos a causa del
coronavirus desde marzo del afio pa-
sado, cuando s¢ produijo la primera
victima mortal.

La jornada estuvo marcada, ade-
mis, por el silencio del Gobierno
frente a la tragedia sanitaria, que lle-
vaa la Argentina a integrar ¢l triste
pantedn de los diez paises con ma-
yortasade muertes por cada millén
de habitantes, Peri encabeza esa
tabla, que integran también Brasil
y Colombia.

Aunque la campafia de vacuna-
cidn comenzd a fines de diclembre
pasado,y se prometieron millonesde
dosis para el verano, solo el 11% de la
poblacién argentina tiene el esque-
ma completo de inmunizacidn, una
de las claves para frenar el avance
del virus. Para tomar una dimen-
sion de latragedia, el promedio dia-
rio de muertos es de 200 personas,
lo que significa un deceso cada 7,12
minutos. Los 100,250 muertos acu-
muladosequivalen ala desaparicidn
dela poblacidn de una ciudad como
Santa Rosa, La Pampa. Pagina 2

EL ANALISIS
Alerrados alos
amigosvala
ideologia

Joagquin Morales Sold

LA NACTON

Se potencia el
debate politico por
la gestion sanitaria
Maia Jastreblansky

Pagina 4

Los expertos ven
un verano mejor
Martin De Ambrosio
Pagina 6
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Familias diezmadas:

Los Cedrén, de Comodoro Rivadavia (1); los Giiida, de Concordia, Entre Rios
(2), v los Dominguez, de Esteban Echeverria (3) ~con dos hijos veteranos de
Malvinas—, son algunas de las familias que sufrieron el impacto mas terrible
de la pandemia: el virus se cobrd, casi al mismo tiempo, la vida de varios de
sus integrantes. Los sobrevivientes hoy intentan reconstruir hogares destfo-
zados por el dolor que ha sembrado la pandemia en la Argentina. .

Aumentan
un 26% las

prepagas
ras un
fallo judicial

validez de tres subas que
el Gobierno postergo

Las cuotas de la medicina prepaga
subirian un 26% a partir de septiem-
bre, despudés de un fallo judicial que
ordend suspender las resoluciones
del Ministerio de Salud que habian
suspendidolos iiltimos aumentos en
el sector.

Es una medida cautelar que que-
dard sujeta al fallo sobre el fondo de
la cuestidn, pero mientras anto las
eINpresas se preparan para aplicar
los ajustes, “Nos presentamos a la
Justicia porque nadie nos escucha-
ba, pero estamos dispuestos a sen-
tarnos con la autoridad de aplica-
cidn y el Gobierno para buscar una
solucidn a la cuestién de nuestro
financiarmiento”, dijo Claudio Belo-
copitt. presidente delaUnidn Argen-
tinade Salud (UAS)y duefiode Swiss
Medical. Pagina22

Suspenden
la quiebra
de Correo
Argentino

CONFLICTO. La jueza comercial
nacional Marta Cirulli hizo lugar a
un pedido de apelacién del grupo
Maeriv suspendid de manera provi-
sional laquiebra de Correo Argenti-
no, queellamismahabia decretado
lasemana pasadaensintonia conlo
que reclama el gobierno de Alber-
to Fernandez. La decision sobre el
destino de laempresa queda ahora
en manos de la Cimara Comercial.
Paginals

El régimen
cubano aplaca
el estallido

REPRESION. Con alrestos
v medidas para aliviar el
malestar, contiene por
ahora la crisis.




FOLHA DE S.PAULO

HA 100 ANOS

* N

UM JORNAL A SERVICO DA DEMOCRACIA

ANO 10T & N° 33706

Pela 12 vez,
maioria vé
pandemia
sob controle

Em um momento em gue
05 casos de Covid-1g de-
saceleram no Brasil, mas
PETITNANECEM €M Patamar
alto, a percepgio de gue
a pandemia estd sob con-
trole no pais & majoritiria
pela primeira vez, mostra
pesquisa Datafolha, Mais
da metade da populacio
avalia que acrise sanitaria
estd parcialmente contro-
lada (53%) ou totalmente
controlada (5%). Para 41%,
ela esta fora do controle,
1% ndio sabe. swide s

Mortalidade por
Covid caiu 46% em Séo
Paulo com avango da
vacinacdo, diz Doria 3

Capital confirma
circulagao da
variante delta

A Prefeitura de 5&40 Paulo
confirmou que a variante
deltada Covid-19ja circula
na cidade. A transmissio
comunitiria do coronawvi-
rus foi atestada depois do
rastreamento de ao menos
40 pessoas que tiveram
contate com o primeiro
paciente infectado, um ho-
mem de 45 anos, saide B1

Esporte B7

A Vila antes
dos Jogos

Engquanto Téquio registra
UM AUmEnto nos casos de
coronavirus, a Vila Olimpi-
ca tenta preservar a tradi-
¢ao do evento em meio is
restrigies impostas na ci-
dade, que vive seu guar-
to estado de emergéncia.

INustrada B9

Dez anos depois do
ultimeo ‘Harry Potter,
franguia vira estorvo
para Hollywood

Turismo B17
Destinos com
maconha liberada
tém até tour para
uso com famoso

Morto aos 101, Alberto
Dualib foi presidente de
conquistas e polémicas
no Corinthians ss

DJ Ivis & preso
apos acusacoes de
agressdo contra ex
Tustrada B13

ATMOSFERA

530 Paulo hoje
&%
14
ol &h 12h 18h &h

Haje Amankd
Fone: www cliratempo.osm, be
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Populagao com
18 anos ou mais*

Dados dos 20k de 14 jul

“ho menos. wms dese: Mo M5
dose linka ou 1* dose. Tetalmente RS
vacinada: tomow dose Gnica ou
24 dose **Em relagio a 14 dias ES

a0 manas  total
A oosE v

Brasil 55.,5%
=

T1A% 38,0%
63A%  26,2%
6L1%  22,3%
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om obstrucao intestinal,
Bolsonaro é internado em SP

Equipe médica fara exames para avaliar possivel cirurgia; reunidao entre chefes de Poderes é cancelada

20,0%
]

=7 %

Jair Bolsonaro no Hospital das Forgas Armadas, em Brasilia, antes de ser transferido para SP

mente Totalmente vacinada Nimeros da pandemia

Casos GOhitos
Total 19,2 mi  537.5 mil
Med, moved 42,9 mil 1270
Varlagao™* 22.7% 19, 3%
EmZé h 550 mil 1574

Apds sentir dores abdomi-
nais na madrugada de on-
teim, Jair Bolsonaro foi inver-
nado no Hospital das For-
cas Armadas e, mais tarde,
ransferido para o hospital
Vila Nowva Star, na zona sul
de S&0 Paulo. Com gquadro
de obstrugio intestinal, ele
passaria por exames mais
detalhados para avaliar a
possibilidade de cirurgia,
O presidente sofria com
solugos havia 11 dias e se
queixava de cansago. Sua
mransferéncia foi decidida
pelo médico Antonio Mace-
do, que 0 operou em 2018,
quando Bolsonaro levou
uma facada no abddmen
em campanha. Uma hipé-
tese € a obstrucio ter rela-
Ao comaderéncias (partes
do intestino que ficam co-
ladas) decorrentes das in-
tervengoes naguela época.

Taxa de ocupacio de
UTIs é a menor de 2021
Capitais apresentaram
nesta semana o menor
nivel de ocupacéo de UTIs
para Covid do ano, de acor-
docomlevantamento. Bz

R% 5,00

Sob pressao, na segunda
(12) ele ensaiou uma trégua
e moderousuas declaragoes
golpistas. Também aceitou
participar de um encontro
com os chefes dos demais
Poderes, mas a reuniio pre-
vista para ontem foi cance-
lada com a internagio.

Bolsonaro publicou texto
com forte teor politico, no
qual pedinaapoiadores que
nio desistissem de “nossos
valores”. Poder Ad4aas

Thiago Amparo
Simbolo politico do
presidente € a morte az

Andlise Igor Gielow
Pressionado, Bolsonaro
se vende como martir as

Conrado H. Mendes
Lira e Aras impdem um
blogueio, mas hda saida az

PAINEL S.A.

Servidor de SP que
rejeitar dose ndo
terda home office

Mercado Ale

Funcionarios da Secretaria da Justica e Cidadania de SP no primeiro dia de trabalho presencial, ontem, apds mais e :ﬁ;:_de home office mm;mumwhmm

Vanessa R. Canado
Gastos e reforma
tributdria

0 sonho de qualquer nar-
rador € enviar proposta de
reforma tributéria que re-
duza impostos, mas a re-
ducio da carga triburdria
depende da revisio dos
gastos publicos. Grande
parte do valor arrecada-
do destina-se a saldrios e
beneficios. E mais dificil
do que parece. opiniio Az

Governo beneficia

igrejas aliadas em

regrade TV a cabo

Fabio Faria (Comunica-
coes) convenceu Jair Bol-
sonaro a aceitar mudancas
nas regras de TV por assi-
natura para ajudar a base
no Congresso. Agora, ope-
radoras terdo de oferecer
gratuitamente canais de
TV aberta pertencentes a
aliados, principalmente li-
gados aigrejas. mercado 15

UE planeja vetar
carros a combustao
a partir de 2035

A Uniso Europeia apre-
sentouseu novo plano pa-
ra tentar conter o aqueci-
mentoglobal. Um dos pon-
tos € o veto a fabricacio
de automdwveis movidos
a combustio a partir de
2035. E preciso aval do Par-
lamento do blocoe dos 27
paises-membros no Con-
selho Europeu. mMundo a1z

Racionamento
de dgua ja afeta
interior paulista

Com a gueda nos niveis
dos reservatorios, decor-
rente da pior crise hidrica
em g1anos, algumas cida-
des dointerior de Sao Pau-
lo ja passaram aadotar al-
gum tipo de racionamento
de dgua, como ltu e Sao Jo-
5¢ do Rio Preto. Qutras, co-
mo Franca, ja estao de so-
breaviso. cotidiano B&

EDITORIAIS A2

Vacinas em alta

Sobre adesdo 4 imuniza-
cao, segundo o Datafolha.
Politica sem panaceia

A respeito da proposta de
semipresidencialismo.

(TR
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Comerciantes no apoyan declarar un dia feriado para jornada de inmunizacion

Relajo social puede hacer que
restricciones sigan hasta 2023

® No hay que cantar victoria con @ Ante variante delta mas del

el actual ndmero de vacunados

Pétropar también sube el
precio de sus combustibles
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Menos th-np-n dt upnu 3 in

.

m

Chn apoyo Ii:eral Hugo
Javier zafa de intervencion

FAGMNA S

Libertad no se achico y ahora
espera tranquilo la revancha

PLQIkA 54

Cubanos se ingenian para
superar censura en la isla
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@®E| MEC plantea ampliar las
80% deben estar inmunizados burbujas para vuelta a clases
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OPINIONS
LE PASS SANITAIRE EN DEBAT
TRIBUNES DE FRANCOIS-XAVIER BELLAMY
ET LOIC HERVE ET DE ROBIN RIVATON race 21

oo mttropolitaine uniquement

« Sans ka Hberté de blimer, il n'est polnt d'&oge Aatteur » Beaumarchals

/' LEGION D'HONNEUR

v LA LISTE COMPLETE

[RES

DE LA PROMOTION DU 14 JUILLET

PAGES9A Ll

ET AMELIE
HUYNH, SERIAL
ENTREPRE-
NEUSES

PAGEX2

VOYAGES TOQUES
STOCKHOLM,
LA VILLE
OULES
RESTAURANTS
N'ONT JAMAIS
FERME

PAGE 16
JEUX D'ETE pace1s

DIPLOMATIE

Joe Biden recoit
Angela Merkel
pour celébrer

une vieille alliance
émaillée

de désaccords races
EDUCATION

Les affectations au
lycee font gronder
dans le centre

de Paris rase?

PANDEMIE
Fermete accrue
face au variant
Delta PAGE 12

Clll'IAMPS
« Alarecherche

du courrier perdu
PRGE20

Re-ponses ala question
de mercredi :

Covid-19 : craignez-vous
que vos vacances soient
affectées par les annonces
d’Emmanuel Macron?

oul NONMN
47 % 53 %

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 91 481

== Faut-il interdire,
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w == les motewrs escence
= et Diesel a partir de 20357
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Taxes, normes... Le plan vert
a hauts risques de Bruxelles

Fin des voitures a essence, taxation des importations, du kéroséne, du carbone... L'UE a
présenté douze textes législatifs sévéres pour réduire les émissions de CO- de 55 % d’ici a 2030.

Dans son plan climat présenté
mercredi, la Commission dé

fend I"arrét de la commercia-
lisation des voitures i motear
thermique en 2035, la taxa-

tion dés 2023 du kéroséne
pour les vols au sein de I'UE,
un élargissement considéra-

ble du marché du carbone eu

ropéen oil s'échangent les
o permis a polluers, la créa-
tion d une taxe carbone aux
frontieres...
textes législatifs, qui seront
largement débattus par les
Etats de I'UE, qui pourraient

En wout,

mais se montre

douze sur certaines

petites  entreprises ».

iy m]'qqirm dela France au Sah
] Jmp_régnl_. I"'ensembled able:
L R e

gui mobilisefctiiellement plus de 5 00
X s du
=

filede ce 1 llet 2021, PRGES

L e

Le chiffon vert

& monde veul sauver la planéte, et
I'Eurcpe probablement plas que
n'importe quel autre continent. Le
docteur Bruxelles a délivré son or-
donnance pour rédulre de 55% les
émissions de QO d'ici & 2020 et atteindre la
neutralité carbone au milien du siecle, Pas
moins d'une dowzaine de remédes, essentiel
lemnent des interdits, des normes, des taxes,
des délais.., Cette potion, que les écolos les
phus zélés - ceux qui ne veulent ni voiture, ni
avion, nl usine, nl pétrole, nl plastique - tro
vent bien lgtre, provogue déja des sueurs
froides chez les dirigeants d entreprise, sur-
tout dans les PME, et pourrait, si I'on n'y
prend garde, nourrir la colére sociale. Ne nous
méprenons pas, chacun est blen d'accord
pour sauver la planéte, mais chaque tour de
vis imposé par la Commission se traduit par de
nowveaux défis industriels, de nouvelles dé
penses pour ¥ répondre... e, tot ou tard, des
hausses de prix.
« Concifier écologie et économie, écologhie et pro-
grese, selon les bons voeux d' Emmanuel Ma-
cron prononeds lors de son allecution prési
dentielle de hundi, est plus facile a dire qu'a
faire. Le chemin du zéro carbone est en réalité

semé d'embuiches de toute nature, Industriel

les, d'abord, Bruxelles veut imposer par
exemple al'automobile curopéenne de renon-
cer a sa suprématie mondiale dans les moteurs
thermiques pour 'électrigue, largement do

miné par les Asiatiques et surtout les Chinois.
Les petits équipementiers de la valkée de
I' Arve, de la Seine ou d"ailleurs ne se disent-ils
pas qu'ils ont plus & v perdre qu'a v gagner ?

" Politigques,  aussi.

LE ChE‘ITIlI‘l du Comment  embar-
7Or0 Cal‘hone quer dans cette ré
volulion  les  plis

est seme modestes, ceux qui
n'ont d'autre choix

d'embtiches utre
que de se deplacer

aves des véhicubes anciens et polluants ?

Face au défi de PPurgence climatique, 1'Europe
est légitime & wouloir agir avec ambition, mais
dodt plus que jamais s'appliquer 4 trouver le
juste équilibre entre vitesse de changement et
capacité des industriels et des consommateurs
a I'absorber. A la France d'étre vigilante et de
se faire entendre, pour éviter une destruction
industrielle sans création et empécher Bruxel
les d'agiter un chiffon vert aux visages des
« gilets jaunes - | W

juger la potion zéro carbone
plutdt amére. Le gouverns
ment a salué le plan climat
« FESETVE »
dispositions
pouvant avoir des «consd
quences sur les ménages et les

I55M (183 5853
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s"inquiéte de I"extension aux
transports et au bitiment du
marche du carbone européen,
qui, entre autres, renchérira
le chauffage. La Commission
propose un fonds d*aldes pour
compenser les surcodts et
eviter lacolére sociale.

- TRANSPORTS, ENERGIE
ET AGRICULTURE : LES MOTEURS.
DE LA DECARBONATION

=+ CREATION D'U'N NOUVEALU
A CARBOME ET
- UNE REFONTE FISCALE

POUR P ER L'UTILISATION
DES PRODUITS POLLUANTS

PACES 24, 25 ET LEDITORLAL

o
e

54 PATROUILLE DE FRANGE

Présidentielle :
les petites
candidatures
se multiplient

Leurs veux sont rivés sur la pré

sidentielle de 2022, Ils s'appel-
lent Jean Lassalle, Florian
Philippot, Eric  Zemmour
{chroniqueur au Figaro), ou en

core Philippe Poutow. [ront

? Wiront-ils pas? Pourront-
ils se lancer? Tous piaffent
d'impatience, tergiversent en

core sur la ligne de départ et
tentent de mettre en place les
réseaux nécessaires a leur mise
en orbite. Aucun n'est en me

sure aujourd'hui drafficher les
300 parrainages indispensables
pour avoir le droit de concourir,
Les partis traditionnels, eux,
regardent ce ballet entre curio

sité et vigilance. PAGES2ET 3
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Amazon alarm as rainforest now
emits more CO2 than it absorbs

Region is a net polluter,
say scientists, as fires
and clearances intensify

Damian Carrington
Environment editor

The Amazon rainforest is now emit-
ting more carbon dioxide than it
is able to absorb, scientists have
confirmed for the first time.

The emissions amount toabillion

Sugar and
salt tax ‘to
wean UK off
junk food'

Patrick Butler
Damian Carrington

Ministers are being urged tolevy a
£3bn sugar and salt tax as part of a
“once-in-a-lifetime opportunity™ to
break Britain’s addiction tojunk food,
cut meat consumption by nearly a
third and help tackle climate change.

The government-commissioned
National Food Strategy, drawnupby
the restaurateur Henry Dimbleby,
says the UK population’s “mal-
functioning™ appetites and poor
diets - fuelled by consumer and
manufacturer reliance on processed
food - place an unsustainable burden
on the NHS and eontribute to 64,000
deaths each vear.

Its most eye-catching recommen-
dation is a levy of £3 a kilo on sugar
and £6 a kilo on salt sold wholesale
for use in processed food, restau-
rants and catering, which it says
would be a world first, This would
raise up to £3.4bn a vear, some of
which should fund an expansion of
free schools meals to an
extra 1.1m children and

5400_u1165

tonnes of carbon dioxide a vear,
according toa study. The giant forest
had previously been a carbon sink,
absorbing the emissions driving the
climate crisis, but is now causing its
acceleration, researchers said.

Most of the emissions are caused
by fires, many deliberately set to
clear land for beef and soy produc-
tion. But even without fires, hotter
temperatures and droughts mean the
south-eastern Amazon has become
a source of COq, rather than asink.

Growing trees and plants have
taken up about a quarter of all fossil

Croat

ets holiday
green light - for now

fuel emissions since 1960, with the
Amazon playing a major role as the
largest tropical forest. Losing the
Amazon's power to capture COz was
a stark warning that slashing emis-
sions from fossil fuels was more
urgent than ever, scientists said.
The research used small planes to
measure COn levelsuptod, 500 metres
above the forest during the last dec-
ade, showing how the whaole Amazon
waschanging. Previousstudies indi-
cating the Amazon was becoming a
source of COz were based on satel-
lite data, which can be hampered

Mara

‘The sink-to-source
story isyet another

stark warning’

Prof Simon Lewis
University College London

by cloud cover, or ground measure-
ments of trees, which can cover only
a tiny part of the vast region.

The scientists said the discov-
ery that part of the Amazon was

,Menorca and Ibiza were added
tothe government's amber travel list
yesterday, but Croatia (above) was placed
on thegreenwatchlist News Page 8§ >

emitting carbon even without fires
was particularly worrying. They said
it was most likely the result of each
vear's deforestation and fires mak-
ingadjacent forests more susceptible
the next year.

The trees produce much of the
region’s rain, so fewer trees means
more severe droughts and heatwaves
and more tree deaths and fires.

The government of Brazil's presi-
dent, Jair Bolsonaro, hasbeen harshly
criticised for encouraging more

deforestation, which has @e
surged to a 12-year high,
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