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What’s
News

Business & Finance

ed officials signaled

they expect to raise in-
terest rates by late 2023,
sooner than they antici-
pated in March, as the econ-
omy recovers rapidly from
the effects of the pandemic
and inflation heats up. A1, A2
# U.5. stocks ended lower
in the wake of the Fed's policy
meeting, with the S&P 500,
Dow and Masdag down 0.5%,
0.8% and 0.2%, respectively.
Treasury yields rose. B11

+ The Justice Departmenit
filed an antitrust lawsuit
challenging insurance bro-
ker Aon's propased $35 bil-
lion acquisition of rival
Willis Towers Watson. Al
+ Some Apple initiatives
aimed at broadly disrupting
the healthcare sector have
struggled to gain traction,
according to people familiar
with them and documents
reviewed by the Journal. A1

#+ Microsoft said CEO Satya
MNadella is also assuming
the post of chairman, taking
owver from John Thompson,
who returns to the role of
lead independent director. B3

+ China's economic growth
moderated in May as flatter-
ing comparisons to the pan-
demic-hit economic figures
early last year tapered off
and consumers kept a close
eye on their pocketbooks. A8
# China said it would be-
gin to sell major industrial
metals from state stock-
piles to sguelch factory-
gate price increases that
hawve hit a 13-vear high. B1

+ A trans-Atlantic truce
owver jetliner subsidies sets
up Boeing and rival Airbus
for a revitalized battle in
their home markets. B1
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+ Biden and Putin sought
to ease tensions during a
high-profile summit, even
as the Russian leader denied
involvement in cyberattacks
and Biden warned of signifi-
cant conseguences for future
cyber-aggression or harm to
Jjailed dissident Navalny. Al

# The ULS. is entering a new
phase of the Covid-19 pan-
demic as people settle back
into normal life, but publi
health authorities are prepar-
ing for Armericans to live with
the disease hrking in the back-
ground for the long run. A6
+ Garland overturned two
cases decided by the Trump
administration Justice De-
partment that made immi-
grants fleeing domestic or
gang violence in their home
countries generally ineligi-
ble for asyham in the U.S. AS

# Bipartisan legislation to
curb the market power of
big tech companies faced a
new hurdle, with House Mi-
nority Leader McCarthy
criticizing the bills. AS

+ Yellen defended the Bi-
den administration’s $6 t
lion budget proposal for fis-
cal year 2022 in testimony
before a Senate panel. A4

+ Palestinian militants in

Gaza launched more flaming
balloons into Israel as a new
round of violence between

Israel and Hamas entered a
second day and threatened to
trigger another conflict. A18

+ The House approved a bill
to make June 19, or June-
teenth, a national holiday
commemorating the end of
slavery in the U.5., sending
the measure to Biden. Ad
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Biden Warns on Cyberattacks,
Navalny’s Fate in Putin Talks

By AnoreEw REsSTUCCIA
Ao Anre ML Sianions

GENEVA—President Biden
and President Vladimir Putin
of Russia sought to ease ten-
sions during a high-profile
summit, even as the Russian
leader denied involvement in
cyberattacks and Mr. Biden
warned of significant conse-
quences for future cyber-ag-
gression or harm to jailed Rus-
sian dissident Alexei Navalny.

The summit, which took
place in an 18th-century villa

as both presidents have ac-
knowledged that relations be-
tween the U.S. and Russia have
reached a post-Cold War low
in recent wears. While the
leaders expressed disagree-
ments, they also avoided the
heated rhetoric that has at
times strained the relationship.

The swmmit yielded little
tangible policy progress, but
hath leaders said they hoped it
would set the stage for more co-
operation owver time. Mr. Biden
said, however, he wasnt confi-
dent Mr. Putin would change his

the world's democracies.

“This is not a kuambaya mo-
ment,” Mr. Biden said he told
Mr. Putin. “But it's clearly not
in anyvbody’'s interest. your
country’s or mine, for us to be
in a situation where we're in
another Cold War™

Messrs., Biden and Putin
met for about three hours to-
tal, with a break between the
two sessions. They spoke at
separate news conferences af-
ter the summit ended.

Mr. Biden said he was
forceful with Mr. Putin about

rights. The president said he
presented Mr. Putin with a list
of critical infrastructure he
said should be off limits to cy-
berattacks. The White House
said it included the 16 indus-
tries the U.S. government ha
for years designated as criti-
cal—including energy., food
and agriculture—that U.S. offi-
cials have said are vulnerable
to potentially disruptive at-
tacks like ransomware.

Mr. Biden also said he re-
minded Mr. Putin that the U.S.
has significant cyber capab

Fed Flags
Rate Hike
Earlier
Than It
Expected

Signal of tightening by
late 2023 comes as
the economy recovers
and inflation heats up

By PaurL KIERNAN

WASHINGTON —Federal Re-
serve officials signaled thev ex-
pect to raise interest rates by
late 2023, sooner than they an-
ticipated in March, as the econ-
omy recovers rapidly from the
effects of the pandemic and in-
flation heats up.

Their median projection
showed officials see lifting
their benchmark rate to 0LG%
from near zero by the end of
2023, In March, they had ex-
pected  to hold it steady
through that year.

Fed officials also discussed
an eventual reduction, or taper-
ing, of the central bank's bond-
buying program, Chairman Je-
rome Powell said in a news
conference Wednesday after
the central bank's two-dayv pol-
icy meeting. The timing of such
a move remains uncertain, he
added.

Stocks and bonds fell after a
statement from the Fed and Mr.
Powell’s news conference. The
Dow Jones Industrial Average
fell 265.66 points, or 0.8%, and
the 10-year Treasury yield rose
to L.569%, from 1.498% on

Please turmn to page A2
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™ 10 S ncicompetcicive
short of long-term
needs, according to By BrenT KENDALL administration, which is
a report from the AND BEN DIUMMETT poised to take an aggressive
Mational Assoclation 05 stance against mergers in in-
of Realtors. The WASHINGTON—The Justice dustries that already have few
shortage became Department filed an antitrust  competitors.
especially acute in lawsuit challenging insurance President Biden’s full anti-
the past year, as o broker MAon PLC's proposed trust-enforcement team is still
builders slowed 2mo 5 20 £35 billion acquisition of rival taking shape, but indications
construction. A3 Sewrce: LS. Census Bureau willis Towers Watson PLC, al-  so far are that he wants his

Apple Healthecare Initiatives Stall

By RoLFE WINKLER

Apple Inc. Chief Executive
Tim Cook has said the com-
panys greatest contribution to
mankind will be in health, So
far, some Apple initiatives
aimed at broadly disrupting
the healthcare sector hawve
struggled to gain traction, ac-
cording to people familiar with
them and documents revieswed
by The Wall Street Journal.

Apple has envisioned an au-
dacious plan for healthcare, of-
fering its own primary-care
medical service with Apple-em-
ployed doctors at its own clin-
ics, according to people familiar
with the plan and documents.
To test that and other bold
healthcare ideas, it took over
clinics that catered to its em-
ployees and built a team with
scores of clinicians, engineers,
product designers and others.

Today those ambitions,
which aren't widely known,
hawve largely stalled as Apple
has shifted the focus of its
health wunit to something it
knows well: selling devices,
specifically the Apple Watch,
according to people familiar
with its strategy.

The new primary-care ser-
vice hasn’'t gotten off the
ground, people familiar with it

Please turn fo page AS

leging the tie-up would lead to
higher prices and reduced in-
novation for U.S. businesses,
employvers and unions that
rely on their services.

The department, which filed
the case Wednesday in federal
court in a Washington, said the
merger would eliminate com-
petition in several different
LS. product markets, including
brokering services for property,
casualty and liability insurance,
as well as health benefits for
large corporate customers.

The lawsuit, coming after
an investigation of more than
a year, marks the Justice De-
partment’s first major anti-
trust action during the Biden

nominees to challenge poten-
tially anticompetitive business
practices by powerful compa-
nies and hold the line against
the formation of new mega-
firms with an unchecked abil-
ity to impose prices and terms

that hurt consumers.
“American companies and
consumers rely on competition
between Aon and Willis Tow-
ers Watson to lower prices for
crucial services, such as health
and retirement henefits con-
sulting,” Attorney General
Merrick Garland said.
“Allowing Aon and Willis
Towers Watson to merge
would reduce that wital com-
Piease turn to page AS

Diteh the Office. Hit the Beach.
Startups Go on Vacation

™

-

Tech CEOs plan employee adventures

for remote workers; ‘like a senior trip”

By HEATHER SOMERVILLE

Tech startups hawve a new
pitch for emplovees: write
code from home, and join col-
leagues a few times a year on
a beach in Panama or ranch in
Montara.

As the world reopens, many
startups are choosing to keep
their workforce remote. Their
employees may not want to
resume tedious commutes or
rigid office schedules, but
many still yearn for the
deeper relationships with caol-
leagues that used to be formed
in the office.

Some startup CEOs say they
are crafting frequent and elab-

orate all-employee trips that
are strictly for fun.

It's a spin on the old “off-
site,” when offices gathered
somewhere outside the corpo-
rate campus to hear about
company goals and make plans
to improve sales performance,
capped off by some wining
and dining. In the new model,
PowerPoint presentations in
hotel conference rooms are re-
placed by more enjoyable en-
deavors: mountain biking in
Colorado, swimming with dol-
phins in Mexico and dancing
the tango in Argentina.

Oleg Rogynskyy's business-
software company, People ai

Please twrmn to page A4

INSIDE

SPORTS
Two years after a
ruptured Achilles
tendon, Durant is the
NBEA's best player. ala

BUSINESS & FINANCE
More Black and Latino
directors are being
named to company
boards. B1

Far-Right Groups
Are Beset by Turmoil

Proud Boys, Oath Keepers looked strong on
Jan. 6 but face discord and financial stress

The far-right group the
Dath Keepers is splintering
after board members ac-
cused the founder of spernd-
ing its money on hair dye,

By Rebecca Ballhaus,
Khadeeia Safdar
and Shalini
Ramachandran

steaks and guns. The leader
of the Proud Boys, choked
off from the financial sys-
tem, is printing “Black Lives
Matter” T-shirts to make
money.

The finances of the two

most visible groups with
members involved in the
Jan. 6 riot at the U.S. Capitol
are sputtering. Leaders are
low on cash, struggling with
defections and arguing with
members over the future.
The Oath Keepers and the
Proud Boys have seen more
than three dozen of their
members or affiliates ar-
rested in connection with
Jan. 6. Prosecutors are inves-
tigating the money trail that
led the groups to Washing-
ton that day and examining
the roles played by the
Please turn to page A0
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Test case in Provence

Stakes are high as Le Pen's party
eyes Riviera win — anaLysis

Taking on Toshiba

Africa’s ageingrulers

Regimes face tough challenge from
tech-savvy youth —eic READ, PAGE 15

Scandal-ridden board should be
voted out —ero

Biden warns Putin of ‘devastating’
repercussions if Navalny dies in jail

& Activists fate high on agenda e Pledge to stabilise ties @ US marks ‘red lines” on cvber attacks

HEMRY FOY — MOECOW
SAM JOMES — GEMEWA
MATRINA MANSOMN — WASHINGTON

Jjoe Biden has wamned vladimir Putin
that there wounld be “devastating™ con-
sequences for Russi il opposition activ-
st Alexel Mavalny were to die in prison
follonwing “frank™ talks almed at stabil-
ising relations between the tweo coun-
trbes soured by deepmutual distrust.

In their first face-to-face meeting as
lepders in Geneva yesterday, the presi-
dents also agreed to restart bilateral
talks on arms contral, restore their
ambassadors to thelr respective embas-
shes and explore a potential exchange of
citlzens held in each other’s prisons,
Putin said.

Eilled asa meeting riddled with diffi-
oultopics and mutual grievances, Putin
told reporters following the three and a
hali-hour talks that there was “no hos
tility”™ and the conversation was “effl-
cient . . . and constructive”

“This is not a competition,” Putin
sald, when asked what the score was
after the mesting. “This was a produc-
itive meeting. 1t was frubtful. Itwas to the
point, and it tock place in an atmos-
phere that was enabling . . . 1t gave us
wlimpses of confidence and hope.”

Putin praksed Biden's moral qualities
and described his approach as prag-
matic bat said it was "hard te say™
whether relations would improve.

Biden told reporters that he raised the
issme of Mavalny's detention with Putin.
Theactivist was arrested and sentenced
to }-rrlsnn recently after returning to
Russia. “Human rights is always geing
tobe o the tabl said

Putin had answered Hur.ﬂch:na an
Navalny by saying the activist had bro-
lkoen Russian Low and knew he would be
jailed if he returned to Russia. He
cllaimed that Masalny's polithcal actindty
was secking to weaken Russia.

Biden sald he had aleo warned Putin
that “certaln critical Infrastruc-
ture should be off limis® regarding
cyber attacks. But he echoed Putin’s

Iran's centrist leader leaves
a disappointing legacy

Hassan Rouhand swept 1o power in
2013 amid of wava of aptimism. Ha
backed a histaric LS nuclear accord in
2015 that saw western sanctions eased
in return for Iranian concessions an (1=
nuchear acriviry. Ol sales boomed. Bur
when Donald Trump abandaned the
duoal In 2018, ol sales plunged again —
and with It Iran's Income. As Rouhard
praparas fo step down, figures show
that the now unpopalar leader has
tallen short on marry of his promises.
Rouhanl's broken promises » FAcE 3

Viadioir Putin and Joe Blden in Geneva yesterday at thelr first meethng — s Seaeen e v Ceny g

Fed signals first interestrate rise in
2023 as officials predict faster growth

JAMES POLIT| — WASHINGTON
COLBY SHITH — HEW VORK

s Federal Reserve officials expect to
start raising interest rates in 2025, ear-
Iber than previoushy forecast, acoardiing
te economic projections that predict
faster growtl and sharply higher infla-
thom this year,

At the end of its two-day policy meeting
yesterday, the US central bank kept its
maln interest rate on held at the rock-
battom range of 0-0.28 per cent, where
it has been since the pandemics start,

But while most Fed officials in March
predicted current rates would be moin-
tained untll at least 2024, the consensus
has shifted towards an earlier lift-off in
2023, signalling the central bank's bellef
In a faster transition to & fall recovery
and tighter monetary policy.

The Federal Open Market Comamittee

forecast that gross domestic product
would expand 7 per cent this year,
against 6.5 percentin March.

It expeects the unemployment rate to
drop to 4.5 per cent, in line with earler
predictions, Core inflation ks forecast ta
be 3 per cent this year, sharply higher
than the 2.2 per cent expectsd in March,
before Falling back to 2.1 per cent in
200LE.

“Progress on waccinations has
reduced the spread of Covid-19 in the
Ulnited States™ the POMC said.

“Aunid this progress and strong pelicy
suppaort, indicators of economibc actidty
and employment have strengthened.
The sectors most adversely affected by
the pandemic remain weak but have
shown Improvement.”™

The FOMC kept its asset purchases
steady at $120bn per month — another
feature of the e xoeptionally loose mone-

oomments on the tone of the meeting,
which he called “positive”,

Cyber warfare was one of the biggest
irritants before the summit, follewing a
hack of US government agencies Last
year by Russian-based groups, and
allsged disinformation campaigns in the
15 by Moscow-backed organisations.

Futin said: “We believe cyber space is
extraordinarily important in general
and in particular for the U5, and to the
same extent for Russia”

The agreed bilateral govermment
talks on Cyher security will be a first for
the USand Russia. They have previously
been reslsted by Washington.

Biden and Putin, also grappled with 2
long list of acousations, complaints and

“This was a productive
meeting, Itwas fruicful.
It was tothe point’

Viadinair Putin

charges against one another, inclading
alleged Russian meddling in U5 elec-
tions, Washington's sanctions against
Muoscow and the Kremlin's mdsgivings
over Mato military expansion in exstern
Exrope.

Elden travelled to the Swiss city after
a week in Europe meeting &7, EU and
Mato allies. The response Lo threats
posed by Russia was raised in talks with
western beaders. The EVwarned nva for-
elgn policy paper yesterday of a “nega-
tive spiral” in BU-Russian relations,

The U5 president said world leaders
had thanked him for holding the sum-
mit, which some analysts have criticised
as handing Putina diplomatic wictory.

Futin sald that his ambassador would
returnto Washington and the US ambas-
sador to Mosoow following the tallis. The
diplomats left their posts this year after a
chain of events prompted by Biden
agreeing with an interviewer that Putin
was a “killer”,
EU signals ‘negative spiral’ page 2

w Credit Suisse draws up Greensill claims
The Swiss lender is preparing its fisst insurance
claims an Josses stemming fromits $105n0 of supply-
chain funds thed to collapsed Hnance group Greensill
Capital — PAGE & TGP DEALHAKER GUITS, PASES

w EU baclks first wave of recovery fumnd
Brussels has sigmned off the first of the recovery plans
that it hapes will revive Europe'’s pandemic-stricken
cxnnmy, with afficiabs ghing the green light to
spending proposals by Spain and Portugal. — pace 2

= Big Tech critic in key US antitrust role
Fresident joe Biden has appointed 32-year-old
Columbia University Law School professor Lina
Khan, a prominent critic of Bl Techs power. to chalr
the Federal Trade Commission.— pacs «

» South Korea’s Krafton targets $5bn IPO
The group behind global hit
video gamse PlayerUnknown's
Battlegrounds plans to raise up
o Wons.atn ($5bn) n an PO
promising a potential Won2stn
market capitalisation.—Pace w

= Israel’s Bennett orders strilies on Gaza
Naftali Bennett has ordered air strikes on Gazaafter
Hamas launched incendiary balloons in retaliation
for the new PMs decision to let rightwing set thers
march to Damascus Gate in East jerusalem. — pace s

= Blogen partner urges Alzhelmer’s action
The US approval of Blogen's Alzheimers treatment
has highlightesd the nee! for a framework for testing
adissase that isa “secret pandemic”, the head of its
Japanese development partner Eisal sald.— race &

= Sony Music acquires UK podcast group
Sony Music Entertainment has bought Somethin®
ﬂse Britain’s biggestindependent prodwcer of audbo
nes, a5 the record label accelerates ts push
hl‘?ﬂlhr[aﬂ-grnmr{ipﬂdmlwﬂm-—nsru

Datawatch

Housing boom Dver the past
Change In real house prices and e dee nden,
rmmmmm Fgh-quality
hausing has
Zealsd e ove mare
— itficadt fo fird
i may SECT
L) — counries, Prices
Spain  [e— anvd rents have
ue  pg— - HOuses risen much faster
Japan ™ thus makeg
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Souwca OECD alterdabde

What if

tary pollcy introduced to fight the eco-
neoumdc fallout from the pandermdc,

©Officials are expected to bave beld ini-
tial talks on the timing and condithons of
an eventual move to start reducing
those bond buays, but the statement
made o mention of a shift.

While inflation has been moving
above the Fed's target of 2 per cent on
average, its full employment goal has
not been met. Some T6m fewer Ameri-
cams hold jobs than in Febraary 20200

The Fed has stressed that its mone-
tary policy guidance is not calendar-
based but dependent on coomomic out-
oomes. Tt sabd that it would rakse rates
anly If the econonry was at full employ-
ment with inflation at 2 per cent.

Mevertheless, while seven out of 18
FOMC members predicted in March a
first interest mate increase in2023, 15 did

soyestenday.
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food packaging were
carbon-neutral?

”

Go nature.
Go carton.

Faod packaging plays & ceritical role in gewing food safely to
consumers around the world. But it can alse causs prablams far
the planet. What if all food packaging came from plant=based
matarials and didn't irnpact the climate? At Tetra Pak, we
already have paper-based carton packages with reduced
climate impact. But we won't stop there. Our aim s 1o create
cartons made salely from plant-based materials that are fully
renewaksde, fully recyclable and carban=nreutral IUs all part of our
Jeurney to deliver the werld's most sustainable food package.

Learm more at gonature.tetrapak.com
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Today, plenty of sunshine, low hu-
midity, a light breeze, high 79. To-
night, cled kies, low 63, Tomormow,
sunshine mixing with some clouds,
high 53. Weather map, Page B12.
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President Viadimir V. Pu

1 of Russia and President Biden on Wednesday in Geneva, “This is about self

wnLs,
terest,” Mr,

1E MEw YOI TINES

en said later,

A Meeting of Cordial Words and Muted Tensions

By PETER BAKER

No one peered admiringly into
anyone's soul. No one calle
anyone a killer. By all appear-
ances, President Biden's much-

=
was not warm, but neither was it
hot.

A5 he became the fifth Ameri-
can president 1o sit down with
the troublesome Mr. Putin, Mr,
Biden on Wednesday made an
effort o forge a working relation-
ship shorn of the ingratiating
flattery of his immediate prede-
cessor yel without the belligerent

language that he himself has
employed about the Russian
leader in the past

11 their opening encounter in
Genewva proves any indication,
theirs seems likely to be a
strained and frustrating associa-
tion, one where the two leaders
v maintain a veneer of civil
discourse even as they joust on
the international stage and in the
shadows of cvberspace. The two
emerged from two and a half
hours of meetings having re-
wviewed a laundry list of disputes
without a hint of resolution to
any of them and no sign of a
personal bond that could bridge

NEWS ANALYSIS

the gulf that has opened between
their two nations.

Their assessments of each
other were dutiful but restrained
M Putin called Mr Biden “a
wery balanced, professional man™
and “wery experienced™ poli-
tician. “It seems o me that we
did speak the same language™
M Putin said. “1t certainly does-
't imply that we losked into
each other's eyes and found &
soul or swore eternal friendship™

As for Mr. Biden, he did not
answer when asked if he had

developed a deeper understand-
ing of the Russian leader and
avoidded characterizing his coun-
lr_rpdrl Their talks were "good,
" he said, and not “siri-
dem.‘ They discussed their dis-
agreements, "but it was not done
in a hyperbolic atmosphera”™

Mr. Biden, who agreed this
year with an interviewer that Mr
Putin was a “killer,” said on
Wednesday that he had no need
to discuss that further. *Why
would I bring it up again?” Mr.
Biden asked.

But he was palpably sensitive
to criticism that he was tod ac-

Continwed on Poge AlZ

PRESIDENTS JOUST
EVEN AS THEY SEEK
TO EASE REI.ATIONS

At Summit, Biden and Putin Vow to Work
on Cybersecurity and Arms Limits

This artlcle is by David E. Sanger,
Michael hear and Anton
'n-omnounm.

GEMNEVA — A highly anticipat-
ed first summit meeting between
President Biden and President
Vladimir V. Putin of Russia ended
early on Wednesday and was de-
scribed by both sides as aseries of
polite but adamantly stated dis-
agreements about which country
is the greater force of global dis-
ruption

After about three hours of talks,
the two leaders emerged, sepa-
rately, and offered professional re-
spect for each other, like teoo
skilled boxers describing the oth-
er's prowess. Both expressed a de-
sire for a better relationship, but
announced no dramatic actions o
arrest the downward spiral that
has already hurtled them toward
the worst ULS.-Russian tensions
since the Cold War.

In dusling news conferences on
the edge of Lake Genewva, a tracdi-
tional site for two of the worlds
most powerful antagonists to dis-
cuss their differences, the two
leaders committed to the creation
of working groups to deal with ur-
Eent issues, starting with arms
control and the proliferation of
eyherattacks. They agreed to
send ambassadors back to each
other’s capitals, Mr Putin sasd,
and expressed interest in working
in some areas of mutual interest,
from the Arctic to Afghanistan.

“There has been no hostilitg™
M. Putin said, speaking about the
meeting.

Mr. Biden declared 1 did what 1
came to do,” including laying out a
series of warnings and red lines
for the Russian leader, which he

insisted were not “threats™

Mr Biden emerged offering
some  modest optimism  that
America has restored its alliances
with Europe and has made Mr
Putin more cautious about any ac-
tions regarded as being against
American interests.

“1 think the last thing he wants
now is a Cobd War™ Mr, Biden said
at his news conference, describ-
ing Mr. Putin as the struggling
leader of a declining economy whao
was worried about the growth of
an expansionist, aggressive China
om his border

But Mr. Biden also said he had
handed the Russian leader a list of
16 examples of “critical infrastruc-
ture,” and had made clear that if
they were attacked, “we have sig-
nificant cyber capabilities” and
would respond “in a cyber way.”

Mr. Biden said there had been
no hyperbole and no talk of mili-
tary intervention in their ex-
changes, which he described as
“simple assertions~ But his warn-
ing that accelerating Russian cy-
ber operations would get an in-
kind response could signal a sig-
ificant escalation in the daily cy-
ber conflict now underway among
major and lesser powers, includ-
ing China, Tran and North Korea.

American officials have usually
shied away from major cyber op-
erations against Russia, fearing
that they might not be able to con-
trol the escalation of strikes and
counterstrikes. While Mr Biden
has begun a crash effort to reduce
the vulnerability of American as-
sets, from pipelines to power
plants, it is an effort that will take
wears, and will never protect ev-

Corttinued on Page AI2

Vaccine Maker Reaped Windfall

Despite Millions

This article is by Shoron LaFra-
niere, Chris Hamby and Rebecca R.
Rusiz,

Record profits warranted
record bonuses, That was the rec-
ammendation in January by exec-
utives at the biotech firm Eme:
_|=Enl Bicsdutirun-i The board of di-
rect eed, signing off on
near| I3-' SB m:lllon in cash and stock
awards for five company leaders.

The bonuses arrived this spring
even as Congress was investigat-
ing the company’s production of
Covid-19% waccines in Baltimore,
where manufacturing mistakes
have rendered 75 million doses
unusable and forced a two-month
shutdown of operations,

Emergent has nonetheless en-
joyed the best financial year in its
two-decade history, thanks large-
1y to the government’s largess and

of Fouled Doses

cision to sidestep the usual con-
eting rules, interviews and pre-
viously undisclosed documents
shaw.

Without seeking competitive
bids, federal officials in May 2020
not only committed to reserve
production space at the troubled
Baltmore plant, but also booked
two Emergent facilities nearby to
bottle and package vaccines and
coronavirus  drugs.  Regulators
have criticized those sites for
guality shortocomings in recent
years, according to previously un-
reported inspections, including
one just this April when health in-
vestigators found that a factory
was not taking adequate steps to
prevent contamination.

The two additional facilities
have seen little use, while the com-
pany has collected tens of millions
Continued on Page A15

In a Last Chance to Stand Out,
Mayoral Rivals Clash on Vision

By KATIE GLUECK

Clashing over public safety, ed-
ucation and crises of mental
health and street homelessness i
New York City, the leading Demao-
cratic candidates for mayor on
Wednesday promoted radically
different  post-pandemic  visions
for the city as they made their
closing arguments before the
Jume 22 primary.

The debate was the Democrats’
fourth and final major debate of
the primary, and all of them have
been, to varying degrees, con-

tentious affairs focused heavily on
issues of policing and public
safety, as well as on guestions of
the candidates® personal and pro-
fessional preparedness to lead the
nation's largest ciry.

Much of the fire at the previous
marchups was trained at Eric Ad-
ams, the Brooklyn borough presi-
dent, and o some extent at An-
drew Yang, a 2020 presidential
candidare

Similar dynamics played out

Corlirmwed on Page A9

ETHAR MILLER/GETTY BAAGES

Lake Mead in Nevada is at 36 percent capacity, its lowest since the reservoir was filled in the 1930s.

American West

This article is by Brad Plumer,
Jack Healy, Winston Choi-Schagrin
and Henry Fountain.

A heat dome is baking Arizona
and Mevada, where temperatures
have soared past 115 degrees this
wesk and doctors are warning
that people can get third-degree
burns from the sizzling asphatt.

At Lake Mead, which supplies

water for 25 million people in
three southwestern states and
Mexico, water levels  have

plunged to their lowest point since
the reservoir was filled in the
1930s. In California, farmers are
abandoning their thirstiest crops
to save others, and communities

Wilts Under Heat and Drought

Climate Change Effects
Strain People, Crops
and Resources

are debating whether to ration tap
water.

In Texas, electricity grids are
under strain as residents crank
their air-conditioners, with utili-
ties begging customers to turn of f
appliances to help avert black-
outs. In Arizona, Montana and
Utah, wildfires are blazing.

And it's Not even summer yet.

“We're still a long way out from

the peak of the wildfire season and
the peak of the dry season,” said
Daniel Swain, a climate scientist
at the University of California, Los
Angeles. “Things are likely to ged
worse before they get better”

Global warming, driven by the
burning of fossil fuels, has been
heating up and drying out the
American West for years. Now the
region is broiling under a combi
nation of a drought that is th
worst in two decades and a record-
breaking heat wave.

“The Southwest is getting ham-
mered by climate change harder
than almost any other part of the
country, apart from perhaps
coastal cities,” said Jonathan

Continued ont Page A17

Fed Sees Rates
Rising in 2023
Amid Recovery

By JEANNA SMIALEK

Federal Reserve officials sig-
naled on Wednesday that they ex-
pected Lo raise interest rates from
rock bottom sooner than they had
previously forecast and that they
were taking baby steps toward re-
ducing their vast bond purchases
— tweaks that, together, demaon-
strated their increasing confi-
dence that the economy would re-
bound robustly from the pan-
demic.

Fed policymakers expect o
make two interest rate increases
by the end of 2023, the central
bank's updated summary of eco-
nomic projections showed
Wednesday., Previeusly, more
than half of officials had anticipat-
ed that rates would stay near Zero,
where they have been  since
March 2020, into at least 2024, Of-
ficials now see rates rising to 0.6
percent by the end of 2023, up
from 0.1 percent.

The Fed chair, Jerome H. Pow-
ell, played down the significance
of those tentative rate forecasts
during a post-meeting news con-
ference, emphasizing that bor-
rowing costs would remain bow fior
along time. But he also spoke opti-
mistically about the economic out-
look and said the central bank was
beginning to discuss when and
o it should v its other key
monetary  policy huge pur-
chases of government-backed
debt that it carries out wo stoke de-
INAN

The central bank's increasingly
buoyant take on the economy
partly reflects that vaccines have
become widespread in the United

Continuwed on Page A20

MNATIONAL Al4.-21

ing for a nonpartisan effort.

Calls for a Pandemic Inquiry
Bills have been introduced in Congress
Lo create a bipartisan panel, but a
leader of the 9/11 commission is press-

PAGE AlS

INTERNATIONAL A4-12
Restraint Reasserted on Gaza

Bv using limited military actions, both
Israel and Hamas projected strength

while avoiding an escalation that could
lead to anather war

PAGE AB

THURSDAY STYLES D1.8
A Tall Shoe Returns

Remember the Isabel
Marant wedge sneak-
ers? Everyvone
seemed to be
wearing them.

BUSINESS B1.7 U.5. Drops Limits on Asylum SPORTSTHURSDAY BE.10, 12 Mow the

ARTS C1-8 /
- . - Officials reversed a Trumpeera ruling . . .

Redefining V]clo.rla.s Secrel. that made it all but impossible for The Vern'mnt—To.kyo Rnaﬂ ) “In the Heights,' and in Motion has come

The embattled lingerie giant is trying to ple to flee to the United States over The runner Elle Purrier St. Pierre is a The movie's choreography team, led by out with a

change not just its own image, but the baars af sivase nr yiclenos, PAGE AIS Iocal celebrity, but the international new version,

Christopher Scott, gets raw and real

very meaning of “sexy” PAGE Bl stage of the Olymplcs is calling. PAGE BS with the film's dancers, whose perpetu- with an even higher heel. PAGE D3

. .. Wider Reach for Title IX N ) . al movement is thrilling. PAGE C1
Housing Crisis in the Wings The Education Department issued Torrey Pines Is Still His
An eviction moratorium failed to solve a | guidance that discrimination against The LS. Open returnsto the site of Tiger OPINION Az
key problem: The country is running gay and transgender students was Woods's 2008 win, a performance that
out of affordable places o live. PAGE BI prohibited under the 1972 law. PAGE A20 looms over this vear's event.  PAGE BIO Mara Gay PAGE A22 o '35
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Federal
holiday
to mark
end of
slavery

It'll be Juneteenth
across the nation at
last once Biden signs
rare bipartisan bill.

By SasHa HUPEA

WASHINGTON — The
House on Wednesday
passed legislation designat-
ing June 19 as a new federal
holiday, just a day after the
Senate voted unanimously
to approve a mirror bill eom-
memorating the end of slav-
ery in the United States.

The rare bipartisan legis-
lation, which passed 415 to 14,
will go to President Biden's
desk just a day or two before
the date arrives on Sat-
urday.
“What I see here today is
racial divide crumbling, be-
ing crushed this day under a
momentous vote that brings
together people who under-
stand the value of freedom,”
said Democratic Rep. Sheila
Jackson Lee of Texas. “And
that is what Juneteenth is all
about.”

It is the first new federal
holiday since Martin Luther
King Jr. Day was created in
1983, Both campaigns en-
countered delay and contro-
wersy, but passage this time
was relatively guick com-
pared w:Lh the fight over

The Juneteenth bill,
which was first introduced
in June 2020 by Sen. Edward
J.Markey (D-Mass. ) follow-
ing the police killings of
George Floyd and Breonna
Taylor, was blocked from
passing  with unanimous
consent last year by Repulb-
lican Sen. Ron Johnson of
Wisconsin.

THURSDAY, JUNE 17, 2021

Fhotegrphs by CAROLYN COLE Los Angetes Temes

ANGEL PINEDO, director of education for the Arroyvo Seco Foundation, with volunteers Steve Huntley,
left, and Darrell Kunitomi, right, conducts a survey of rainbow trout in the Arroyo Seco ereelk.

Quest to save rainbow trout
fuels water war in Pasadena

The unexpected introduction of hundreds of fish muddies
city’s plan to take more supply from the Arroyo Seco creek

By LouUuls SAHAGON

In an era of increasing
drought and nearly back-to-
back wildfires, state conser-
wvationists have been work-
ing overtime in the San Ga-
briel Mountains Lo rescue
frogs. fish and other species
facing potential oblivion by
rounding up populations of
threatened animals and
transporting them to safer
areas.

While most of these el-
forts have occurred in obscu-
rity, one recent mission to
save hundreds of doomed
rainbow trout has touched
off a heated batile between

humans and fish over the
clear waters of Pasadena's
Arroyo Seco. The contro-
wversy has also served to

Johnson said he sup-
ported recognizing the
significance of Juneteenth
but objected to the cost
of declaring a new federal

[See Juneteenth, AD]

See Trowt, A14]

highlight the challenges BABY rainbow trout, just 2 inches long, swim last month in Pasadena’™s Are-
royo Seco, a winding creek that snakes past the Jot Propulsion Laboratory.

SALLY DIENG For The Times

COLUMN ONE

T hat guy who collected the
COVID dead? It was Karl

By Maria L. La Ganga

he winter surge of COVID-19
cases had — finally — begun to
sloww. Intensive care units
across California were begin-
ning to recover from unprece-
dented levels of disease and death. Hospi-
tal morgues were no longer guite so full.

And yet.

Dr. Courtney Martin lay inbed in her
Redlands home, eyes wide open. The kids
were salely tucked indown the hall. Her
husband, Scott, snoozed guietly beside
her. But sleep was a long way off for the
389-year-old obstetrician.

She reached for her iPhone in the dark-
ness. Opened the notes app to anempty

screen. And began to write.

Twant towrite abowl Karl, Thisisa
long essay, but il's because Ilove o write.
Perhaps it's my therapy, and perhaps if's
because Harl deserves to be noticed. Every
hospital has a Karl.

Martin is the head of maternity serv-
ices at Loma Linda University Medical
Center, an accomplished physiclan and
surgeon, adynamic presence, & feet 1inch
tall, bright blond hair, ready smile.

Earl is an all-but-invisible man. He
works in the massive medical center's
dispatch department, wheeling patients
from hospital rooms to radiology for MRIs
and CT scans. He [See Karl, AS]

ANALYSIS

Newsom buoyed
by state reopening

With the coronawvirus
on the wane, the bid
to recall him may also
fade, observers say.

By Tarvym™ Luna
AND PHIL WILLOMN

SACRAMENTO — As
Californians streamed into
Universal Studios behind
him, an unmasked and un-
usually jowvial Gowv. Gavin
Newsom declared Tuesday
that the state was reopened
and finally ready to “turn the
page” after a tough year.

And as he ends COVID-1S
restrictions, Mewsom is do-
ing his best to shut the book
on the recall months before
the election.

Early in the pandemic,
Newsom was praised for his
health-first approach to gov-
erning. But muddled poli-
cles, school elosures and his
own  damaging missteps,
such as his dinner at the
French Laundry during the
state shutdown. frustrated
ewven some of his staunchest
supporters and inflamed an
angry bloc of voters who had
grown tired of his emergency
use of executive powers.

[See Newsom, All]

mmes

latimes.com

MUTUAL
RESPECT
FROM 2
GREAT
POWERS’

Putin deflects blame

over human rights,
but he and Biden see
chance to mend ties.

By ELI BTOEOLS
AND TRAacY WILKINSON

GENEVA — President
Biden and Russian Presi-
dent Vliadimir Putin both
emerged from more than
three hours of direct talks
declaring their first meeting
a sueccess, despite making
little tangible progress
toward immediately improwv-
ing the strained relationship
bBetween Washington and
Mosocow.,

Noting the “hype™ around
the summit, Biden said his
aim was “straightforward"”
— to be frank with Putin
about the EKremlin's tram-
pling of human rights, mili-
tary adventurism in Ukraine
and attacks on democracy,
including interference in
.S, elections.

“I want President Putin
to understand why I say
what I say and why I do what
Idoand how I will respond to
certain actions that harm
American interests,™ sald
Biden, who sald the summit
was about  establishing
"some rules of the road.™

Ir he drew any red lines
with Putin. he was mostly
vague in describing them
during a 33-minute news
conference with U.S. report-
ers afterthe talks.

Biden sald that the
prospect of an American
military response to Rus-
sia's actions was never
broached. But he also
suggested that America’s cy-
es exceeded
Moscow’'s, hinting that the
U.S. could retaliate in kind to
continued cvberattacks
fromwithin Russia.

And he said “the conse-
quences ... would be devas-
tating for Russia™ if impris-
oned Putin foe and opposi-
tion leader Alexei Navalny,
who survived a poiscening
with a Russian nerve agent
last year, were to die in the
state’s hands

Biden acknowledged
that Wednesday's events did
not constitute a “ “Humbaya®
moment” but asserted that
Fuiin, too, 1s interested in
averting a new Cold War as
he sees China on his borders,
increasingly asserting econ-
omic and military power,

“I think there’s a real
prospect to genuinely im-
prove the relations™ between
Russia and the U8, without
giving up fundamental val-
ues, Biden said at his news
conference, which started
after the Hremlin leader
spoke LO reparters for about
an hour,

Biden repeatedly sug-
gested that the potential
success of this meeting
on a picturesque hillside
overlooking Lake Geneva
wouldn't be measurable for

[See Geneva, A4]

ber capabi

Restrictions on
asylum lifted

The end of two Trump=
era policies will help
Central Americans
floeing violence qualify
vo enter U.S. NATION, A5

WWetlands harmed
by homelessness
Damage isn't a reason
to lose compassion for
the city’s vulnerable,
Erika ID. Smith writes.
CALIFORNIA, BL
Weather

Mostly sunny, h

L.A. Basin: "-)O/BB B6

I

ALEX GOODLETT Getly Images

STEPPING UP

With Kawhi Leonard out with a knee injury, Paul
George (13) scored 37 points to carry the Clippers
to a crucial Game 5 win over Utah. sPoRTs, Bio

BUSINESS INSIDI

Fearing the return of gridlock, commuters say they ‘can’t go back.” A10
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Después de 14 anos,
volvio a nevar en la
capital de Cordoba

Suecedit ayer durante la madrugada y cambic
el ritmode losvecinos de la ciudad y devarias
lecalidades aledafias; muchos chicos salierona

Jjugarabrigados, pero-en pijama. Pagina 25
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OLIVER STONE REABRE
EL DEBATE SOBRE EL
ASESINATO DE KENNEDY

espectidculos

Cuandotodos creian que el tema estaba
agotado, tras su pelicula de 1992, ahora,
llega JFK Revisited: Through the Looking
Glass, film que se exhibira en Cannes.

JUEVES 17 DE JUNIO DE 2021 | LANACION.COM.AR
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Estados Unidos pide al pais
un plan economico “solido”
pararespaldarlo en el FMI

pPLANTEO. Es la primera sefal concreta de la Casa Blanca sobre la negociacion de la deuda

Rafael Mathus Ruiz

CORRESPONSAL EN EEARLL
WASHINGTON.~ El gobiernode Joe
Biden condiciond un eventual res-

paldo de Estados Unidos al pais en
el Fondo Monetario Internacional

(FMI) ¥ el Club de Paris a que el go-
bierno argentino presente un plan

econdmico“sélido”, queincluyauna
vision para el crecimiento del em-
pleo privado. Se trata de la primera
sefial concreta dela Casa Blancaso-
bre la negociacién de la deuda con
el organismo multilateral.

El mensaje fue transmitdo por
el subsecretario del Tesoro, Wally
Adeyemo, en un diilogo por Zo-

om con el ministro de Economia,
Martin Guzman, del que también
participd el representante argen-
tino ante el Fondo, Sergio Choedos,
La palabra del Tesoro de Estados
Unidos, principal accionista del
FMIL, es determinante en las deci-
siones de ese organismo. Continta
en la pagina 16

Guzmuin: no bajardn los
impuestos ni el gasto
Francisco Jueguen

Pagina 19

Se desacelerd la inflacidn
v en mayo fue de 3,3%
Pagina 20

La cumbre no borrala
tension entre Biden y Putin

R0 JMEIER NI RE AIRER

el mundo

GINEBRA (AP).- El presidente norteamericano, Joe Biden, y su par ruso,
Vladimir Putin, se reunieron ayeren Ginebraen un encuentro “positivo”y “constructiva”, pero
mantuvieron diferencias sobre los ciberataques y el arresto de opositores en Rusia. Pigina 9

EL ESCENARIO
Cristina, al
rescate de

Alberto
Fernandez

Carlos Pagni

LA NACKON

Ifonso Prat-Gay combing
enungrificodosvariables
ue explican casi todo.
Performance de los oficialismos
en elecciones de medio término
v variacion interanual del sala-
rio real. En 2017, cuando el sala-
rio habia recuperado en un afio
5% de su valor, Mauricio Macri
obtuvo 42% de los votos, En 2013,
cuandoel salariohabia mejorado
solo 2%, Cristina Kirchner cose-
ché un mustio 33%. Ella misma
saco 29%, con la traumitica de-
rrotade suesposoen laprovincia
de Buenos Aires,en 2009, cuando
¢l salario real se habia derrume-
bado un 6%. Ayer se supo que la
inflacidn de mayo fue del 3,3%.
Contimia enla pagina 15

Diferencias en
el oficialismo
por lareforma
de la salud

GOBIERNO. La propuesta de
Cristina Kirchner de reformar
el sistema de salud -integrado
por el sector pablico, las em-
presas prepagas v las obras
sociales— abrid diferencias en
el oficialismo. Mientras que el
gobierno bonaerense de Axel
Kicillof y Hugo Maoyano apoya-
ron la idea de la reforma, en la
Casa Rosada insistieron en que
no hay ningtin plan en marcha.
Paginald

Europa
demorari la
aprobacion de
la Spumik V

vacunaDpos. El retraso
complicari a viajeros

argentinos. Pagina g

Fuerte debate politico y educativo por la
postergacion de las pruebas Aprender

Por segundo afio consecutivo, el
Gobierno decidid postergar las
pruebas Aprender. No se contard,
asi,conindicadores paraevaluarel
rendimientoeducatvodelos alum-
nos de primaria y secundaria ni el
impacto que tuvo la virtualidad en

tempos de pandemia. La decision
fue justificada por el ministro de
Educacion, Nicolds Trotta, en las

dificultades paratomar laspruebas

mientras no se recupere la presen-

cialidad en todas lasjurisdicciones.

Enelgobiernode la ciudad cuestio-

naron lapostergaciony anunciaron
que hardn sus propias evaluacio-
nes, Lideres de Juntos por el Cam-
bio y especialistas en educacion
consideraron que se priva al siste-
mia educativo de una herramienta
para mejorar. Pagina 2

LaUCRIle
ofrecio a
Manes ser
candidato

OPOSICION. Quieren que
compita en la provincia
de Buenos Aires. piginals
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Lula estuda ir
a protesto, e
aliados pesam
consequéncias

Qex-presidente ponderaa
possibilidade de ir & mani-
festacao contra Jair Bolso-
naro marcada parasdbado
(19), em Sdo Paulo. Ele tem
endossado o movimento.

Nos bastidores, hi temor
de que a participagiosirva
4 narrativa de gue os atos
seriam em apoioao petis-
ta. Eventual aglomeracao
ainda respingaria no dis-
curso de Lula de tentar se
contrapor ao negacionis-
mode Bolsonaro. poderas

Huck descarta
candidatura

a Presidéncia
em 2022

O apresentador confir-
mou, a Pedro Bial, que
substituirda Fausto Silva

rade dominical da TV
Globo a partir do ano que
wvem. Ele repetiu que nun-
catinha langado candida-
tura, embora se movimen-
tasse nos bastidores, e res-
saltou gue permanecerd
no debate pablico. Pederaz

Sem perspectiva, siglas
buscam 3® via que atraia
‘maioria silenciosa’ as

Pedagio contou
6.661 veiculos em
motociata de SP
Compuro foi feito por sis-
tema da concessiondria da
rodovia dos Bandeirantes,
por onde passou evento de
motogueiros com Jair Bol-
sonaro no dltimo sabado.
Apoiadores do presidente
vinham falando em 1,3 mi-
Ihao de motos presentese
em um suposto recorde,
nao confirmado. Poderaiz

Acesso no Planalto
a perfil investigado
subiu durante atos
Poder Al4

Busca por ‘serial
killer’ mobiliza
policia em GO e DF
Pelo 8° dia seguido, cen-
tenas de policiais milita-
res e civis procuravam por
Lazaro Barbosa de Sousa,
32, acusado de assassinar
quatro membros de uma
familia em Ceildndia. Au-
toridades o descrevem co-
mo psicopata. Cotidiano BY

Ruy Castro

Nao tomar Coca
faz bem, pelo visto

Opiniao A2
Passa a escrever hs guintas-feiras

Esporte B9

Na Copa América,
Brasil encara Peru,
5° jogo contra este
rival em dois anos

5400_u1165

Vacinacao no Brasil
% da populagio vacinada™

2* dose 12 dose
Brasil 15,0 36,3
E—
M5 18,8 49,2
RS 15,2 53,9
ES 15,3 42,5

Cobertura da primeira dose®

Nameros da pandemia

Casos Obitos
_'I'Ol.al 3 17,6 mi 453,83 I’II“
16 jun™™ 72,1 mil 2.007
variagio™** 14% 7%
Em 24 h B5,9 mil 2673
Dades das 200 de 16.jun “Acima de 18
ancs ""Média m 7 diaz *""Em

relacio a 14 dias
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Senado amplia privilégios e
custos emm MP da Eletrobras

Emendas de governistas elevam conta a consumidor; texto vai a voto hoje

0 Senado incluiu na dltima
horaemendas exogenas que
atendem a grupos privados
de energia na proposta de
Medida Provisoria que via-
biliza a privatizacio da Ele-
trobras. O relator, Marcos
Rogério (DEM-RO), acatou
as mudancas, eavotagao do
texto, que ji passara pela Ca-
mara, foi adiada para hoje.

Para especialistas, as alte-
ragoes encampadas pela ala
governista geram custos bi
liondrios gue culminariona
conta de luz dos brasileiros.

Entre outras coisas, o sub-
sidio a usinas a carvao mi-
neral, as mais poluentes,
foi alongado em sete anos,
€ prosseguird até 2035, em
vez de 2027, 0 prazo anterior.

Também foram incluidos
veto de dez anos 4 extingao
de sedes das subsidigrias
Chesf, Furnas, Eletronorte
e CGT Eletrosul porgue con-
tribuiriam para o desenvol-
vimento regional, e emen-
das como a do senador Ciro
Nogueira (PP-PI), para inde-
nizar o Piaui em R$ 260 mi-
Ihoes pela perda da Cepisa.

Peter Klaumzer /AFF

EM CUPULA PRAGMATICA, BIDEN E PUTIN CONCORDAM EM DISCORDAR

Presidentes conversam antes da reunido em Genebra, na qual americano cobrou russo sobre Ucrdnia —ambos falaram em
solucao negociada; Biden disse que reagird a eventuais ataques cibernéticos, e Putin negou responsabilidade  Mundo ais

Eduardo Knappy Folhapress

BAILARINAS NEGRAS ESTREIAM EM CLASSICOS DO BALE

Contratadas pela Sao Paulo Companhia de Danga, elas executarao "Les Sylphides (Chopiniana)”
e 012 ato de "Giselle™; audigdes virtuais ajudaram a trazer diversidade ao elenco  Nlustrada B10

Exportagiio agricola
cresce 33,7% em maio
Alta sobre 0 mesmo més
de 2020 representa recor-
dedd:-:aI;‘SS 13ﬁbﬂhdécsern
WETH > 1onacas
demandu;lga China. ‘5;31'

EDITORIAIS A2

Centro estreito

Sobre perspectivas para
uma terceira via na eleicio.
Biden na Europa

A respeito de resultados
colhidos pelo americano.

Funcionarios da estatal
ainda tentam barrar a priva-
tizacio na Justica alegando
inconstitucionalidade da MP

A medida entrou em vi-
%or apds ser publicada, em

evereiro, mas para sobrevi-
wver precisa do avaldas duas
Casas do Congresso em até
120 dias. O prazo acaba no
proximo dia 22. Mercado A19

Copom eleva juro a
4,75%, que volta a

nivel pré-pandemia
Para tentar conter a infla-
¢ao, o Copom elevou a ta-
xa bdsica de jurosem o575
ponto percentual, a.4,25%
aoano. ASelic voltouao ni-
vel de 18 de margo de 2020,
gquando o comiré come-
¢ou a cortda-la em reacao
aos efeitos da pandemia
na economia. Mercado AZ1

Délar chega a ficar
abaixo de R$ 5 pela
12 vez em 1 ano
Mercado AZ3

Camara aprova
mudanca em lei

da improbidade

A CAmara aprovou proje-
o que muda a Lei de Im-
probidade Administrativa
€ passa a exigir gue se com-
prove intencio de lesar a
administracao piblica pa-
raacusaciao da Promotoria
seraceita. O chefe daCasa,
Arthur Lira (PP-AL), pode
ser beneficiado. roder an

Dez capitais estdao
com lotacdo de UTI
de ao menos 90%

A ocupagio de leitos de
UTI continua em ao me-
nos go% em dez capitais e
no Distrito Federal. Curiti-
ba tem o pior quadro, com
101%, seguida de Aracaju e
Palmas, com 97%. SaideBl

Escolas paulistas vio
poder ampliar aula
presencial em agosto es

A vacinagdo

é a melhor §
forma de
prevengao
contra a gripe.

#Protegido
ContraGripe
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Canal+ et Europel
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Réponses a la question
de mercredi:
Irez-vous voter dimanche

‘pour le premier tour
des élections régionales 7

Yo 31%

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 13155

Votez aujourd hui

sur lefigarofr
Football : pensez-vous
que les Bleus peuvent
gagner I'Euro ?

GREGORE LE BACOR MAISONS DU
WORAGE

SERGEI BOBYLEV/ TA S5 VA REUTERS CONNECT

Port du masque, couvre-feu:
Castex siffle enfin 1a fin

Invoquant la décrue épidémique et la lassitude des Francais, le premier ministre a annoncé
la fin de l'obligation du masque en extérieur dés jeudi et la levée du couvre-feu dimanche.

Aprés huit longs mois de
restrictions, les Frangais
vont enfin retrouver le goir
de la liberté. Mercredi, a
I'issue d'un Conseil de dé-
fense sanitaire et d'un Con

seil des ministres, Jean Cas
tex a pris la parole pour an-
noncer sun moment heu
reiix, une forme de retour a la
vie normale ». Fin du masque
aobligatoire 4 "extérieur, le

veée du couvre-feu : cette
décision s'appuie sur les
bons chiffres de I"épidémie,
pulsque le nombre de conta
minations poursuit sa dé-
crue. Mais 'exécutif a aussi

pris acte de la lassitude gé
néralisée des Frangais, fati-
gués des contraintes et de
moins en molns enclins 38"y
soumettre, alors que 1'été
revient. Un &tat d'esprit

dont les forces de ["ordre
avaient déja pris acte, puis-
que le nombre de contriles
et de PV relatifs au respect
des regles sanitaires a chuté
ces derniéres semaines.

< LASSES, LES FRANCAIS CONSENTAIENT DE MOINS EN MOINS AUX REGLES SAMITAIRES - A MNICE, UM COUVRE-FEU DEVENU INTENABLE -+ EN EXTERIEUR, LE MASQUE
DEVIENT LEXCEPTION -+ L'ETE, PERIODE CRUCIALE POUR LA VACCINATION EN FRANCE FAGES 2 A 4 ET LEDITORIAL

A Geneéve,
Poutine et Bid

se disent
leurs quatre vérités

E EDITOR].AL par Vincent Trémalet de Villers viremolet@Elefigarafr

Le bout de la nuit

a permission de 23 heures est le
veée, il €tait temps! Nous mar
chons a visage découvert, enfin!
Les Frangais, dans leur grande sa-
gesse, enfreignatent depuis long
temps ces interdictions, Seuls les membres
fondateurs du club des enfermistes se re-
veillalent la nuit pour vérifier que le pigue
nigque géant de la jeunesse des Invalides
€talt bien termin€. Les autres, tous les au
tres, avaient compris que le masque en ex-
térieur est inutile, que le virus n'est pas un
Gremlin qui apparait aprés minuit. La po
lice renongait déja a faire appliquer le cou
vre-feu, I'Etat ressemblait 3 ces parents
qui, un jour de déraison, ont installé un
certain nombre de régles dans la maison
avant que la réalité ne les contredise une &
une. lls choisissent alors, dans un magnifi-
que geste d'autorité, de les supprimer. La
situation devenait absurde et risible. Em-
manuel Macron 1'a compris et n'a pas at
tendu. Miracle du déconfinement : Jean
=, cantonné depuis des mois aux in-
terventions sanitaro- administratives aussi
assommantes que déprimantes, s"est fait le
porte-voix du bon sens! C'était court,

oérait simple, o'était bien. Une lumiére
dans la nuit technocratique. Remontent
désormais 4 la surface les mois d'efforts
minuscules et répetes, dinjonctions con-
tradictolres, de liberté réduite aux nécess]

tés physiologiques, Reviennent aussi les jé-
rémiades des docteurs Tant Fis qui, depuis
six mois, n'ont pas pardonné au chef de
I'Etat de s"étre affranchi de leurs conseils.
CQuand Emmanueel Macron cherchait com

. . ment une sOCiEé
La situation peut vivre malgré ce
devenait maudit  wvirus, ces
nouveaux Diafoirus
a-bsurde lui répondaient en
et risible procession, repe-

tant : « Zéro libertés!
Zéro Covid!l» Modélisations effrayantes,
propagations a bas bruit, mutations diabo—
liques, variants tapis dans 'ombre préts a
bondir, le train fantiime de I"épidémie éter-
nelle fut aussi une epreuve collective, Es
perons qu'elle est derriere nous. Le temps
viendra alors d'établir le bilan politique de
cette calamité, Mais ne gichons pas tout,
tout de suite : les nuits de juin seront plus
belles que nos cing cents derniers jours. |
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Pourquoi la
construction
de logements
neufs tourne
au ralenti

Durement frappe par la crise
sanitaire, le secteur du biti-
ment repart de 'avant, mais se
heurte a une raréfaction des
permis de construire. Si la si
tuation se stabilis aur les
maisons viduelles, il est de
plus en plus difficile de batir des
logements collectifs. Les mai
res - notamment écologistes
sy opposent de plus en plus,
soit pour des motifs environne
mentaux, soit sous la pression
du voisinage qui refuse de nou-
velles constructions. La trans
formation de bureaux en loge-
ments prend en revanche de
I'ampleur. PAGES 22 ET 23
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On standing up for
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Cummings texts show PM calling
health secretary ‘totally hopeless’

Ex-No 10 adviser in fresh
attack on ministers over
handling of pandemic

Jessica Elgot
Aubrey Allegretti

Dominic Cummings launched anew
onslaught on Boris Johnson and
Matt Haneock yesterday, publishing
texts from the prime minister calling
his health minister “totally fucking
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hopeless”. In a 7,000 word essay,
Cummings also mocked the prime
minister, saying he intended toleave
officeafterthe next election to “have
fun and make money”.

Hinting that he intended to con-
tinue his campaign against Johnson's
“chronic dysfunction”, Cummings
published a slew of texts and
documents from emergency Cobra
meetings that he said would combat
what he called “lies” from Downing
Streetand the health secretary about
the initial handling of the pandemic.

The prime minister's former chief

Biden warns Putin on
Russian cyber-attacks

u1165

aide had beenasked to hand over doe-
uments toa select committeeinguiry
into the pandemic but did not meet
thecommittee’s deadline before Han-
cock gave evidence last week.

In his post, Cummings said:
® Johnson considered “taking
Hancock off and putting [Michael]
Gove on”.
® No strategy for full lockdown was
maodelled until 14 March, and he pub-
lished documents predicting 250,000
deaths in the first wave.
# Johnson told “rambling stories and
jokes” during emergency meetings

‘It is urgent for
public safety that he

[Hancock]isremoved’

Dominic Cummings
EM'’s former chief aide

and refused to ask officials awkward
questions.

One former colleague of Cum-
mings said he was “determined to
bring down the prime minister”

Joe Biden told Vladimir Putin to‘abide by the
rules of the road’ on cyber-interference or face
consequencesas the US and Russian presidents
met for the first time yesterday. News Page 4 —»

with a sustained campaign to high-
light high-level incompetence, “Heis
not after a quiet life, he is in this for
the long haul,” the former ally said.

However, critics suggested the evi-
dence published still did not contain
a smoking gun. Jeremy Hunt, who
co-chairs the committee where Cum-
mings and Hancock gave evidence,
tweeted that he wassceptical that the
documents released by Cummings
proved Hancock had lied. He said the
mesgages “show the PM's total frus-
tration

ion ... but do not prove oe
anyone ‘lied’.” Downing

Air at many
schools is
worse than
WHO limit

Damian Carrington
Environment editor

Millions of British children attend
schools where air pollution is worse
than the World Health Organization
limit, according to campaigners.

A new analysis found that more
than a quarter of schools, from
nurseries to sixth-form colleges,
were in locations with high levels of
small particle pollution. This means
an estimated 3.4 million children are
learning in an unhealthy environ-
ment, said Global Action Plan (Gap),
the charity behind the study, which
was released for Clean Air Day today.

Tiny pollution particles called
PM2.5 are particularly dangerous as
they notonly harm the lungsbutcan
pass into the bloodstream
and affect many other parts

L



