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acebook said it is sus-

pending Trump’s ac-
counts for two vears, for-
malizing a long-term
penalty after its indepen-
dent Oversight Board said
the company was wrong to
keep the ban open-ended. A1

+ The average number of
daily Covid-19 deaths in the
ULS. has fallen to the lowest
point in more than a vear, a
fresh sign that vaccinations
are lessening the worst ef-
fects of the pandemic. Al

+ A Senate Republican
leading efforts to reach a
compromise on infrastruc-
ture legislation proposed a
£50 billion spending increase
from the latest GOP offer, a
step Biden said fell short. Ad
# Wray said the FBI was
probing about 100 different
types of ransomware, many
tracing back to hackers in
Russia, and compared the cur-
rent spate of attacks with the
challenge posed by 9/11. A3
+ Ex-White House counsel
McGahn testified in a long-
running Democrat-led comn-
gressional investigation into
whether Trump obstructed
justice while in office. AS

+ A forthcoming LS. re-
port contains no evidence
that unexplained objects
miowving through the skies and
witnessed by Navy pilots are
alien spacecraft, but offers no

conclusive explanation. A3

Business 23 Finance

+ U.S. employvers boosted
hiring in May, but not
enough for the labor mar-
ket to keep pace with an
owverall economy that is
heating up as the pan-
demic continues to ease. Al

+ The EU and the U.K.
opened formal antitrust
probes into Facebook's classi-
fed-ads service Marketplace,
ramping up regulatory scr-
tiny for the firm in Europe. Bl

# Shares of AMC, GameStop
and other stocks popular with
individual investors swurng
sharply again Friday. Major
U.S. stock indexes ended the
session with gains, B13

+ AMC's chief has decided
to run with the meme-
stock bulls who helped his
company avoid bankruptey
during the pandemic. A1

+ Bitcoin, dogecoin and
other cryptocurrencies
skidded, extending their
maonthlong rout, following
another cryvptic tweet

from Elon Musk. B13

# More than half a dozen
wehsites that securities reg-
ulators alleged stole money
from novice investors in the
U.S., Canada and elsewhere
all used Wirecard. Bl2

# The founder of China's
Meituan has donated
shares in the food-delivery
giant worth more than $2
billion to his own philan-
thropic foundation. B3
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Hong Kong Moves to Blunt Tiananmen Vigil

BAN: Hong Kong on Friday blocked off Victoria Park, top, where a vigl comrneln:n‘atlng the

1989 Tiananmen Square massacre is traditionally held. Thousands in the city turned out in a
bid to keep the ocbservance alive, but the scene contrasted with events like the one in 2019. A7

Solar Power’s LLand Grab

Hits Snag: Environmentalists

Mojave Desert residents say they support clean energy,
but not giant projects, citing threat to tortoises and recreation

By Jim CarLTON

one-tenth of Mevada’s current capacity.

MOAPA VALLEY, Nev.—This windswept
desert community is full of clean energy
supporters including Suzanne Rebich, an air-
line pilot who recently topped her house
with 36 solar panels. About 200 homes gen-
erate their own solar energy and a guarter
of the local electricity supply comes from

hydroelectric power.

All the same, many here are dead set
against a planned solar plant atop the Mor-
mon Mesa, which overlooks this valley 50
miles northeast of Las Vegas. Slated to be
the biggest solar plant in the U.S., the Battle
Born Solar Project by California-based Are-
via Power would carpet 14 sguare mil
equivalent of 7000 football fields—with
more than a mLI_hUn solar panels 10 to 20
feet tall. It would be capable of producing

“It will destroy this land forever,”
bich, 33, said after riding her bicycle on the
GOO-foot high mesa.

Across the U5, more than 800 utility-
scale solar projects are under contract to
generate nearly 70,000 megawatts of new
capacity, enough to power more than 11 mil-
lion homes, eguivalent to Texas and then

Ms. Re-

some. More than half this capacity is being

s—the

850 megawatts of electricity. or roughly

planned for the American Southwest, with
its abundance of sunshine and open land.

These large projects are increasingly
drawing opposition from environmental ac-
tivists and local residents who say they are
ardent supporters of clean energy. Their ob-
Jjections range from a desire to keep the land
unspoiled to protection for endangered spe-
cies to concerns that their views would no
longer be as beautiful.
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Hiring Rises,
But It Trails
Economy

By Amans OMEOKWE

U.S. employers boosted hir-
ing in May, but not enough for
the labor market to keep pace
with an overall economy that
is heating up as the pandemic
continues to ease.

Payrolls grew by 559,000
last month, the Labor Depart-
ment reported Friday, up from
a revised 278,000 in April,
which marked a sharp drop
from March's figure. The un-
employment rate fell to 5.8% in
May from 6.1% the prior
month.

While the gains marked an
uptick from MApril, they were
lower than economists pre-
dicted and reflected businesses
strugeling to fill job openings
as potential workers remained
on the sidelines. The labor re-
covery has slowed from earlier
in the wear—in March, the
economy added 785,000 jobs—
a development economists say
could delay a full labor recowv-
erv ta well into next vear.

US.unemployment rate
15% 14.8% in April 2020

1z

£l May 2021
5.8%

L]

3

o

2020 21

Motes Seascnally adiusted
Scurce: U.5. Labor Dupartment

That mixed picture cheered
investors, who bet the num-
bers werent strong enough to
change the Federal Reserve's
course on its easy-money poli-
cies. U5, stocks rose, while the
yield on the U.S. 10-year Trea-
sury fell.

Please turnto page A2

# Heard on the Street: Employee
shortage and economy .. B14

Facebook

Suspends

Trump for 2 Years

By PauL ZIOBRO
AnND JEFF HORWITZE

Facebook Inc. said it is sus-
pending Donald Tramp's ac-
counts for two vears, formaliz-
ing a long-term penalty for the
Fformer LS. president after its
independent Owersight Board
said the company was wrong to
keep the ban open-ended.

The move immediately in-
famed the long-running parti-
san debate ower how much con-
trol tech companies should
hawve over online speech. With

Mr. Trump also banned perma-
nently from Twitter, Facebook's
penalty closes one of his pri-
mary avenues for influencing
the political discussion for an
extended period,

Facebook said it would re-
wisit the suspension two years
from the date of its initial move
to suspend him on Jan. 7, the
day after a pro-Trump mob
stormed the WS, Capitoel as

Flease turn fo page A

+ EU, LK. open antitrust
inquiries inte Facebook..... B1

{XCHANGE

WORK WEAR
Going back to
the office?

The dress code may
hawve changed. B1

Louisiana Crawfish Boil
Lands Rookies in Hot Waler

w*

w

Boxes of live erawfish ship overnight, but
handling them flummoxes many buyers

By Racne Worre

BRANCH, La.—As a rule,
crawfish from the Frugé fam-
ily farm newver went far in life.

This season, thoush. maore
of them are
landing ev-
erywhere

Courtney Fruge fields some
of the calls. One Montana fam-
ily dumped their 10-pound bag
of mudbugs into a plastic kid-
die pool without realizing
their escape artistry.

“Crawfish
are like walk-
ing Legos,™

from San Ms. Frugé
Francisco  to said. “They
New York link together,
City, includ- and they'll
ing house- Overnight sensation flip them-

holds with no
clue how to handle the crusta-
cean—which arrive still kick-
ing—much less how to cook
and eat them.

selves up and
out of anvwhere. The family
was running arcund chasing
them.”

Please turn fo page AIO

AMC Chief Aron Basks
In Meme-Stock Light

BY ALEXANDER GLADSTONE
Anp ERICH SCHWARTZEL

Adam Aron, AMC Entertain-
ment Holdings Inc.’s chief ex-
ecutive, has decided ro run
with the meme-stock bulls
who helped his company avoid
bankruptcy during the pan-
demic.

More than any CEQ swept up
in the meme-stock trade, Mr
Aron has come to represent the
surrealism and opportunities of
modern-day trading. He is a
Harvard Business School gradu-
ate now known for sharing so-
cial-media memes of Reddit in-
jokes. With AMC no longer
controlled by a Chinese real-es-
tate firm, Dalian Wanda Group,
Mr. Aron has three million indi-

widual investors he calls his
community. He has promised
the new shareholders dividends
and free popcorn.

And it has helped the
world’s largest movie-theater
chain emerge from its pan-
demic hole. AMC raised
B587 million Thursday
through another stock sale ef-
fort, its sewventh in nine
months, adding up to more
than $2.2 billion total since it
began its stock-sale efforts in
August. The sale comes on the
heels of a recent rally that

Please turn topage AS

#* Meme stocks gyrate while
S&P 500 waffles

U.S. Covid
Deaths Fall
To Lowest
In a Year

By Jon Kamp
Amn Tarar Ansarn

The awverage number of
daily Covid-19 deaths in the
U.S. has fallen to the lowest
point in more than a year, a
fresh sign that waccinations
are lessening the worst effects
of the pandemic.

The sewven-day average for
newly reported deaths fell to
432 on Thursday, according to
a Wall Street Journal analysis
of data from Johns Hopkins
University. The figure hasn't
been this low since late March
2020, in the early days of the
pandemic, the data show.

This marks the lowest point
for average daily deaths after
any surge during the pan-
demic, falling below a prior
low of about 520 daily deaths
early last summer, the data
show. It follows a sharp drop
in newly reported Cowid-19
cases, wi the seven-day awv-
erage falling below 20,000 this
week for the first time since
March 2020, On Thursday, the
average was 15,0300

“This milestone reinforces
that the U.5. is in the home-
stretch of the epidemic, thanks
to vaccinations,” said Andrew
Brouwer, an assistant research

PleaserturntopageAs

# Bitcoin slips after cryptic
tweets by Elon Musk___.... B13

# Regeneron coronavirus drug
authorized as a shot .. AS
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Big economies set to unveil deal
on taxing multinational profits  ==¢

e First reform for a century & Hopes of ending race to the bottom’ e US drives hard bargain

CHRIS GILES — LONDON

The leading advanced economesareset
to strike a common position on taxing
nmbtinational compantes today Ina bid
to end o three-decade race to the battom
in COIW&(E taxation and ralse extra
revenne for governments.

Finance ministers were still hagsling
owver detalls of the deal kate yesterday, at
2 'GT meeting in London hosted by UK
chancellor Rishi Sumnak.

Drelegates sald the G7 would agree In
principle to change the basks of global
corporate tax kaw for the first time ina
century. The historic plan aims to force
the biggest compankes to pay more tax
im countries where they do business, not
ol where they are bead quartersd.

ome persan closely involved with the
negntiations sald they expected "a very
good communbque” when the talks
wiapuptoday.

Countries have been negotiating to
seek an mternational tax accord since
2013 and talks bave been conducted at
the OECD forthe past couple of years.
The US and European countries are al
loggerheads, especially over the taxa-
thonof the bgUs tech companles.

The prospects for a deal rose substan-
tally this year after Joe Biden replaced
Donald Trump as US president and
tabled fresh proposals.

&7 finance minksters were expected to
release a statement today setting out a
common position and backing the
Eiden sdminkstration’s call for a world
wide regime for the largest com panies
and a global minimum ate, Brane Le

Concrete show brings back
hard cash to Las Vegas

The unlikety thills of Workd of
Concrete 200 will mark the refum of
comvenions 1o the US City ne nowned
for hadonism. Las vegas ended curbs
on big gatherings on Jume 1, to the
relief of events organisers who have
spent 16 months struggling with onlina
shows. SUMMEr pland range from the
Mightclub and Bar Show 1o the Water
Qualty Association convention. They
all marter as Newsda estimates that
The sector brings in STLSbM 3 year
Anabysts » FAGE 12

UK chancellar
Rishi Sunak
welcomes Janet
Yellen, the Us
Treasury
secretary, to the
7 meeting in
London

yesterday
[ r——

e ey

Maire, the Prench finance minister, told
the BEC that the group was “just 1 milli-
metre away from a historic agreement”.

German finance minister Olal Scholx
said he was “absolutely confident™ that
ministers would reach a deal. “we will
have an agreement which will really
change the world,” he alsotold the BRC,

Issues that remain to be settled
inchude whether any global minimum
tax would be at the 15 per cent rake the
US has proposed or whether itshoubd be
defined as “at beast 15 percent”,

Twa peaple with knowledge of the
talks sald the 175 was pushing a “hard
bargain® on the question of when the

UK, France and Italy should get rid of
their taxes targeting US-based tech
glants when a deal is struck, The Us
wants this to be immediate, bul France
and the UK think this would be a non-
starter because it would leave digital
giants paying less tac than they are now
an the basks of 4 commitment that the
s will implement an agreement, but
without Laws passed inCongress wherea
deal might come unstack.

The UK Treasury sald there had been
“progress” but allies of Sunak said there
were still sticking points om which com:
panies would be liable and how much of
their global profits would beallocated.,

through Congress.
el minkmum

Jurisdictions.

tiations pesterday.

Oljfmpiés- s-p.onsofs call for df:lay until
vaccine drive allows more spectators

LED LEWIS AND EANA INAGAKI — TSKYD

Eig Japanese sponsors are calling pri-
vately for the Tokyo Dlympics to be
postponed for months so more specta-
tors can attend, as businesses fret over
thie value of thelr marke ting.
The proposal was made to organksers by
some sponsors in recent weeks amid
frustratbon among 47 Japanese compa-
nles that collectively pakd more than
#3bn to back the games, according te
people with knowlsdge of the situation.
A senlor executive at one t'.‘Dl‘PBL‘.I‘tE-
backer said the organisers seemed
Teompletely dstermined” to start on the
scheduled date of July 24, despite the
continued pandemic. “But it just makes
miuch, much more sense from our per-
spective to hold the games when there
are more vaccinated people, the

opposition s lower” the executive said.

The prevalence of Covid-19 and slow
rallaut of vaccines have frustrated the
Japanese public. Opinlon polls show
that up to 80 per cent of Japanese peaple
want the Olympics cancelled or post-
poned. Shigeru Omi, the doctor leading
Japan's Covid response, sakd this week it
wis “not normal” 1o hold the games in
the current emvironment.

Sponsors were told by the Japan
Hympic Committes at a mecting in
April that the decision on whether to
allow local spectators to watch events
cou bd be left until june 24. Crrerseas fans
havealready been excluded.

Marry companies had hased substan-
tial marketing campaigns arcund ticket
giveaways and promotions at the ven-
ues. Banks, brokerages, insurance
groups and big industrial sponsors had

Two people who attended the meet-
Iz said some companies decided that
the monsy spent on Chympic sponsar-
ship was effectively “worthless™ but that
a postponement would allow them to
recover some value.

A senlorexecuthve at one sponsor sald
adelay untl late September or October
meant the company would consider
paying a supplementary sponsorship
fee., “If the games started a few months
later, a much bigger part of the country
werild be vaccimated, there would be
less uncertainty and we would certainly
consider putting more money in as
sponsors” hesakd.

Takyo 2020 organisers sabd all their
partners, including the national gevern-
ment and the International Olympic
Committes, were “fully focused on host-
Imgg the gamees this summer™,

weather is cooler and maybe public  planned corporate sntertainment. Lax page 18
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The U5 wanta this to be done quickly,
Tt the Eurvpean countries want Wash-
ington to implement its side of the bar-
svin first — which will include pushing it

The US, meanwhile, Is keen on a gho-
which would stop its
tech giants shifting profits to low-tax

Much of the tax raised is likely to
come from US companies, which was
Wiy Janet Yelben, the US Treasury secre-
tary, was “driving a hand bangain®, sabkd
the person with knowledge of the nego
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warm, high 80, Tonight, clouds,
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FACEBOOK KEEPS
A BAN ON TRUMP
UNTIL EARLY 2023

SIDELINED IN MIDTERMS

Posts by Politicians Are
No Longer Exempt
From the Rules

By MIKE 1SAAC
and SHEERA FRENKEL

SAN FRANCISCO — Facebook
said on Friday that Donald J.
Trump’s suspension from the
service would last at least two
years, keeping the former i-
dent off mainstream social media
for the 2022 midterm elections, as
the company also said it would
end a policy of treating posts from
politicians differently from those
of other users.

The social network said Mr
Trump would be eligible for re-
instatement in January 2023, be-
fore the next presidential election.
It will then ook to experts to de-
e “whether the risk to public
fety  has receded” Facebook
said. The company barmed Mo
Trump from the service after he
made comments on social media
that rallied his supporters, who
stormed the UL.S. Capitol on Jan. 6,
but it had not given a firm timeline
about when or if the suspension
would end.

=“Given the gravity of the cir-
cumstances that led to Mr

Trump's suspension, we believe

it

* MELLASTHE

Donald J_ Trump

his actions constituted a severe vi-
alation of our rules which merit
the highest penalty available un-
der the new enforcement proto-
cols” Nick Clegg, the vice presi-
dent for global affairs at Face-
book, wrote in a company blog

st

If reinstated, Mr. Trump would
be subject to a set of “rapidly esca-
lating sanctions” if e committed
further violations, up o and in-
cluding the permanent suspen-
n of his account, Facebook said.

Facebook also said it was end-
ing a policy of keeping posts by po-
liticians wp by default even if their

Continued on Page A7

Tensions Rise
As Movemnent

Makes Strides

For Black Lives Matter,
Clout and Conflict

— ARCH 2020
1,683,000 I0BS LOST

By JOHN ELIGON

In the year since George Flovd
was murdered, racial justice o
mizations acroess the country have
been inundated with millions of
dollars in donations and thou-
sands of eager new activists. They
have earned a prominent platform
that puts them on the front lines of
political and social battles.

Their influence has been imme-
diate: A lecal organization helped
5L Louis elect a Black woman as
mayer for the first time, A long:
time activist group in Louisville,
Ky, oversaw what became a hub
for protests over the police killing
of Breonna Taylor And in Chicago,
activists have lobbied the city to
fund a program that would dis-
patch paramedics, instead of po-
lice officers, to peo experienc-
ing mental healih crises.

But the surge in attention has
also brought greater scrutiny and
exposed tensions and challenges
within a movement that saw
tremendous growth over the past
year, much like other progressive
groups such as the Womens
March, which saw three of its
leaders step down amid contro-
VEersy.

Inavery public dispute, several
chapters within the national orga-
nization known as the Black Lives
Matter Global Metwork Founda-
tion broke away, claiming that the
group's national leaders had failed
to provide financial transparency
or include the chapters in deci-
sion-making. And family mem-
bers of some victims of police
killings have openly criticized ra-
cial justice organizations, accus-
ing them of raising money in their
children’s names but not support-
ing the families and their work to
make chan

=] just feel like all these organi-
zations that were made were
miacde ul'r.ﬂrsumr_‘unu had lost their
loved one,” said Michael Brown
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The LS. economy is at two-thirds
of its prepandemic work force

as hiring remains unsteady.
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Employment Gains Doubled in May, but a Rally Has a Ways to Go

- ARFCH 200

Labor force
participation

is stagnant ...
Share of working-
age population
it
bt seeking work;
o on lemporary
layoff

May
B1.6%
h jobs; joblass | o Wy 20

— APFIL 20

... but the share of unemployed
who have been jobless for at
least 6 months is falling.

Manch 43, 4%
May 40.9%

— — RECESSKING

Sr., who established his own foun-
dation after his son, Michael, was
fatally shot by a police officer in
Ferguson, Ma., in 2014, “And they
see that these parents are coming
up with organizations already.
They should be able to get on
board and support these families

that’s going through this.”

Since the police killing of M
Brown's son led to a new wave of
civil rights activism seven vears
ago, organizers of protests and
marches have openly embraced a
grass-roots philosophy. They have
avoided individual leaders, seek-
ing instead to build a movement
by the people, for the e,

But the tensions playing out

memorial.

By VIVIAN WANG Memorials Prohibited,
HOMNG KONG — They had been -
barred from holding their usual People Speak Out in
but that did not mean Ever_?day Actions

they would not remember,

They gathered online, to watch
a reading of a play about the mas-
mocracy demon-
ng on June 4, 1988,
They prowled bookstores, on a
scavenger hunt for protest-
themed postcards hidden in the
stacks. They scribbled the

switches, so that everyday actions
would become small acts of defi-
ance.

Democracy advocates in Hong
Kong are grasping for new ways

bers & and 4 on

Comntinued on Page Al13

to sustain the memory of the Chi-

m-
their light pese military's bloody crackdown

Hong Kong Finds Its Ways to Honor Tiananmen

on the Tiananmen Sgquare pro-
tests, under a government in-
ereasingly bent on repressing dis-
sent and free expression. The
city's authorities, for the second
year running, banned a candle-
light vigil in Victoria Park in Hong
Kong, waming that attendance
could lead to five years’ impris-
onment.

Though the police sealed off the
park on Friday afternoon, small
crowds tried to gather on its pe-
ripheries, some bearing camndles
and others simply shining the

Continued on Page A7

U.S. HIRING IS UP,
BUT UNEVEN PACE
MAY LAST MONTHS

UNEMPLOYMENT AT 5.8%

‘Bumpy R.idE. fDr I_Jibor
Market as Employers
Find Fewer Takers

By PATRICIA COHEN

Employvers added hundreds of
thousands of jobs last moenth as
coronavirus infections ebbed, vac-
cinations spread and businesses
reopened, the government re-
ported Friday. But the labor mar-
ket’s reco from the pandemic
is proving to be choppy.

Hopes that a surong and steady
surge of hiring would follow the
first wawve of vaccinations have so
far turned out to be overly opti-
mistic. Job creation in May dou-
biled from the previous month but
still fell below most forecasts. And

payroll ains, wihich have
bounced up and down this year
may  continue  their  unewven

progress through the summer,

Several economists said they
did not expect the pace of hiring o
pick up steam at least until the fall,
when more schools fully reopen, a
majority of the population is vaoci-
nated and pandemic-related job-
less benefits end.

“It's probably going o be a
bumpy ride from here till Septem-
er,” said Rubeela Farooqgi, chief
U.S. economist at High Fregquency
Economics.

This latest report from the La-
bor Department bighlighted the
puzzling fact that millions remain
on the jobless rolls even as many
employers complain of worker
shortages.

President Biden acknowledged
as much on Friday “As we contin-
we this recovery, we're going to hit
some bumps along the way” he
said. “We can't reboot the world's
largest cconomy like Mipping on a
light switch”

“This much is already clear,” he
added. “We're on the right track.™

Republicans seized on the re-
port to argue just the opposite.
The party's members on the
House Ways and Means Comirmit-
tee, in a news release, pointed o
“Main Streel businesses desper-
ate to rehire their employees, and
far too many Americans left on the
sidelines.”

Payrolls grew by 558,000 work-
ers in May, and the unemploy-

Continwed on Page AIG

EXPIRING SO0M Jobless benefits
won't be extended. PAGE B1

PATH AHEAD The recovery is not
Eoing to be effortloss. PAGE B3

Taking Shifts to Care for Their Ch1ld and Hoping a Nurse Arrives

By TED ALOORN

It was 9 am. on a Sunday in
May, and Chloe Mead was already
worn out.

In her living room, she cradled
her T-year-old son, Henry, sup-
porting head with one hand
and helping him toss a ball with
the other, careful not to disturb the
ventilator that was keeping him
alive. A nearby monitor trocked
his blood-oxygen levels and a
pump was at the ready should his
tracheotomy tube need cleaning.
In the corner, her 4-year-old
daughter was building a pillow
fore.

“I need, like, five extra arms,™
she said.

Ordinarily, she wouldn't be by
herself. Since infancy, Henry, who
has spinal muscular atrophy, a
rare muscle-wasting disorder, has
had intensive, round-the-clock
nursing at home, with Ms. Mead
and her husband serving as fall-
backs when a nurse unexpectedly

Chloe Mead with her T-year-old son Henry,
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s
ho has a rare condition called spinal muscular atrophy.

But the recent shortage of
home-care nurses has foreed the
couple, who live in Quesns, to han-
dle longer and longer periods on
their own — as many as 36 hours

husband,

Andy
catching up on sleep so he could
take that night’s late shift, from 2
a.m. until 7 a.m., when he begins
his own workwesk.

Maskin, with illnesses and disabilities are
cared for at home by aides, thera-
pists or nurses. Most of these pa-
tients are oider, but hundreds of

thousands are children with com-

WS

Justice Dept. Waged Secret Fight
To Get Emails of Times Reporters

By CHARLIE SAVAGE
and KATIE BENNER

WASHINGTOMN — In the last
weeks of the Trump administra-
tion and continuing under Presi-
dent Biden, the Justios Depart-
ment fought a seeret legal batthe to
obtain email logs of four New York
Times reporters in a hunt for their
sources, a top lawyer for the news-
paper said Friday night.

While the Trump administra-
tion never informed The Times
about the effort, the Biden admin-
istration comtinued waging the
fight this year, telling a handful of
top Times executives about it but
| ng a gag order o shiekd it
from public view, sald the lawyer,
David McCraw, who called the
move unprecedented,

The gag order prevented the ex-
ecutives from disclosing the gow-
ernment™s  efforts to seize the

s even o the top editon

Gag Order Obtained on
Newspaper’s Leaders

room leaders,

Mr McCraw said Friday that a
federal court had lifted the order,
which had been in effect since
March 3, freeing him to rewveal
what had happened. The battle
was over an effort by the Justice
Department o seize the email
logs from Google, which operates
the Timess email system, and
which had resisted the effort to ob-
tain the information.

The disclosure came two days
after the Biden Justice Depart-
ment notified the reporters that
the Trump administration, hunt-
ing for their sources, had in 2020
secretly seized months of their
phone records from early 2017,
That notification followed similar

record:
cancels a shift. at a stretch, That morning, her About 4.5 million Americans Continued o Page Al4 Dean Baguet, and other news- Corttinued on Page ALZ
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Doubts for Infrastructure Deal
Lawmakers are trying to bridge a deep
policy divide, but the lesson of failed
negotiations on the Affordable Care Act
has left Democrats skeptical.  PAGE AlG

Covid Risk for Teenagers
Adolescents were hospitalized with

Covid three times as often as with flu,
researchers reported. PAGE Al4

SPORTSSATURDAY B7-12 BOOK REVIEW

A Forgotten Trailblazer

Fifty years ago, Chervl White hecame
America’s first censed Black female
Jockey when she was just 17. She was
even on “What's My Line?" Why does-
n't the world know her name? PAGE BT

INTERMNATIONAL Ad.10

ARTS Cl1.6

A Museum Joins the Struggle
In telling Tulsa's story of racial violence,
Greenwood Rising links the past to the
present and illuminares both. PAGE C1

Images From Big Sandy

Mot only is the Belmont the oldest of the
Triple Crown races, but it is also the
anchor leg that makes or breaks a quest
for glory. And it all happens against a

A Million Years of Monsoons

A study that analyzed centuries of mud
deposits found that the sworms are
likely to get more dangerous.  PAGE A%

BUSINESS B1.6

. backdrop of New York cool. PAGE B
Iran’s Proxies Hit U.S. in Iraq The Hard Work of Online Ease Stormy Artist’s Elusive Friend
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TRIBUTE TO A SLAIN FIREFIGHTER

Cindee Erdman places flowers at a memorial outside Fire Station 81 in Agua Dulee, where firefighter
Tory Carlon, 44, was killed this weeli. A fire captain was also injured in the shooting. CALIFORNELA, Bi

Facebook’s ban on Trump may
end in time for 2024 election

By BriaN CONTRERAS

Donald Trump is too
dangerous to allow on Face-
book right now, the social
media company has de-
cided. Instead, the former
U.5. president will have to
wail until at least Jan. 7,
2023, to make his tri-
umphant return to the site
— giving him just enough
time to log back on for the
next presidential race.

Responding to a man-
date from a semi-independ-
ent  oversight committee
that reviews its content

moderation decisions, Face-
book said Trump will be el
Zible to resume posting on
Facebook and Insta

two yvears aflter the riots at
the U.S. Capitol that he was
initially suspended for en-
COuraging

That timing means he
could regain his social media
megaphone in time for the
2024 presidential campaign
— provided the company de-
termines he Nno longer poses
athreat by thern.

“At the end of this period,
we will look Lo experts to as-
sess whether the risk to pub-
lic safety has receded,” Nick

Clege, Facebook's vice presi-
dent of global affairs, wrote
in a post announcing the
decision. “We will evaluate
external factors, including
instances of violence, re-
strictions on peaceful as-
sembly and other markers of
civil unrest. Ifwe determine
that there is still a serious
risk to public safety, we will
extend the restriction for a
set period of time and con-
tinue to re-evaluate wmtil
that risk has receded.”™

In the event the ban is
lirted, Clegz added, “there
will be a strict set. of rapidly
escalating sanctions that

will be triggered if M
Trump commits further vio-
lations .. up toand including
permanent removal.”

The social media com-
pany also announced that it
has implemented new mod-
eration policies "to be ap-
plied in exceptional cases
such as this,"” suggesting
that the verdict in this case
could serve as a template for
future decisions.

As with the previous
steps in the company's long,
arduous process of deciding
what to do about Trump's
account, the decision has

[See Facebook, A10]

latimes.com

Newsom draws
winners, and a
mixed reaction

GOP foes call vaccine
lottery a gimmick that
awards ‘bribes.” Others
see it a5 a SMAart move.

By TarYN Luna
AND PHIL WILLON

SACRAMENTO — Gowv.
Gravin Newsom stood on a
set designed to look like a
game show on Friday and
drew winners of the first
cash prizes in California’s
COVID-19 wvaccine lottery,
part of an effort to boost im-
munizations that also gives
the governor a chance to give
away $116.5 million to poten-
tial wvoters before the recall
election.

“Owver the eourse of the
last few weeks, as we saw
that decline in those first
doses, we realized we need to
do a little bit more than just
our traditional outreach ef-
forts,” Newsom said, ac-
knowledging that some may
guestion the use of cash
glveaways to incentivize
what he described as dolng
the right thing. “But we are
where we are, and incentives
have long worked, and in-
centives are indeed what w
are advancing here today.”

Positioned before crim-
son and gold curtains on a
carefully crafted stage, New-
som plucked numbers from
a lottery ball machine in the
latest in a series of feel-good
announcements from a gov-
ernor in the middle of a bat-
tle to save his political carser
as he faces a recall election.

His political opponents
called Friday's production
another example of the gov-
ernor using taxpayer dollars
in an attempt to win owver

woters, Others viewed the
display as smart political
strategy from an incumbent
Inoking to distance himself
from the recall and deliver
an upbeat message to Cali-
Formians.

“He's leaving that in the
dust and pushing forward
with as much good news and
progress as he can an-
nounce,” said il Duran, a
former press secretary for
Gov. Jerry Brown and for-
mer opinion editor of the
Sacramento Bee. "It can be
frustrating for his critics,
but when you're in charge of
the rocket ship known as the
state of California, you can
hit the thrust at any time_ ™

The governor's California
Comeback Flan, the linch-
pin of his campaign against
the recall, has been buoyed
by record tax revenues and
the ability to hand out $8 bil-
lion in stimulus checks to
struggling Californians. The
state’s flush coffers hawve also
allowed Newsom to craft a
proposed budget that caters
to many of the reguests from
labor unions and interest
ETOUpS.

MNewsom built on his up-
beat messaging Thursday
when he announced that
restaurants and bars could
continue to sell to-go aleo-
holic drinks after the state's
June 15 reopening and fol-
lowed Friday by giving out 15
cash prizes of $50,000 each to
vaccinated Californians.,

The governor has touted
the mix of ecash and gift
cards as "the largest prizes
ofany state in America,”

Orrin Heatlie, the main
organizer of the campaign to
recall Newsom, said the gowv-
ernor is wheeling and deal-
ing in an attempt to survive

[See Newsom, A8]

STATE OF EMERGENCY: Governor, health officials
to retain crisis power after reopening. CALTFORNIA, Bi
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STEVE FORTE, shown on Fremont Street in downtown Las Vegas, is recog-

nized by casino experts and magicians as s master manipulator of a

COLUMN ONE

declk,

Sleight-of-hand Vegas legend
places his cards on the table

work of underground card moves ina
two-volume book of nearly 1,100 pages.
Among sleight-of-hand aficionados, the
bookwas a once-in-a-lifetime sensation:

By KEVIN PaANG

REFORTING FROM LAS VEGAS

remont Street, once the world

capital of swank, used to be

Stewe Forte's turf.

But on a spring day. he was

just another face in a crowd,
snaking through two relics of downtown
Las Vegas, Binion's and the Four Queens
casino, No one bothered the man many
consider the greatest card handlerwho

ever lived.

Within the world of casino experts and
magicians, Forte handles adeck of
Pplaying cards the way Roger Federer
wields a tennis racket. Not Just among
the best, but e best, full stop. In his
hands, cards appear to shuffle but re-
main in perfect order. Cards apparently
dealt from the top of the deck are taken

v Iy from the bottom.

After years of being a reclusive figure,
the 65-year-old Forte has published

Evenat $300, the first printing of 1,000
=old out in one week.

Onthis day, Forte agreed to visit

places he doesn't have much use for now.
But soon enough, he showed his skill,
making jaw-dropping observations about
the games unfolding around him.

His book is afitting coda to a career
that sereams to be a bio

(in fact, &

seript of Forte’s life is being shopped

around).

workd.

He went from dealing prodigy to
one of the youngest casino managers ever
in Las Vegas, until he ventured to the
other side of the law and made milllons —
“rippingand tearing,” as card cheats say.
Then he became one of the most in-de-
mand casino security consultants in the

Said Jamy Ian Swiss, a noted writer on

“Grambling Sleight of Hand," his life's

sleight-of-hand magic:
amovie about a professional cheater

Anybody writing

[See Forte, Al12)

ANALYSIS

How Supreme Court tilted
clection law to favor GOP

By DaviD G. SAVAGE

WASHINGTOMN — This
year's wave of new voting re-
stricilons across the South
May SeeIm a response to the
2020 election, but its origins
stem in no small part from
the Supreme Court, which
over the last decade has re-
shaped election law to ele-
vate the power of state law-
makers over the rights of
their voters.

The sum of the court’s
rulings on elections could
ghve the Republican Party a
significant edge as it seeks to
recapture control of Con-

gress in 2022 and the White
House in 2024.

Under Chief Justice John
G. Roberts Jr., the Supremse
Court threw out the part of
the Voting Rights Act that
had required states with his-
tories  of discriminating
against Black voters to clear
election rule changes with
the .5, Justice Depart-
ment. Writing for a 5-4 ma-
Jority in 2013, Roberts called
the section outdated for
“eurrent conditions.”™

The Constitution in the
view of the Roberts court
also allows lawmakers to
draw gerrymandered dis-
tricts Lo keep themselves in

power, forbids limits on how
much wealthy donors and
incorporated groups oan
spend on campaigns, and
may even permit state law-
makers, rather than voters,
to decide who will be presi-
dent.

That view proved helpful
to GOP-leaning states in
skirmishes ahead of last
year's election and cleared
the way for the recent show-
down over the Texas GOP's
sweeping efforts to enact
wvoting restrictions.

The court’s redistricting
decisions alone could be
enough to shift.controlin the

[See Election law, A7)

Biden rejects
GOP’s offer on
infrastructure
With bipartisan tallas
set to resume Monday,
president says latest
overturs doesn’t meaat
hi=s goals. NATION, A&
CLi s wWin,
forecing Game 7
L.A. beats the Maver-
icks 104-97 in a dead-
locked series in which
the road team has yvet
o lose. SPORTS, B12

Adventures in
the slot eanyon

A hiking aficionado
navigates the narrow
labyrinth along the
Utah-Arizona border.
SATURDAY, F1

Weather: Partly sunmy.
L.A. Basin: 79./61. BS
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In Jakarta gridlock,
lives are on the line

BY DaviD PIERBON AND
JoHmANES HUTABARAT

JAKARTA, Indonesia —
The ambulance wailed, but
the cars, trucks and scooters
did not budge. The old man
inside needed an emergency
CT scan. But in this ecity,
home to some of the world’s
most miserable traffic, driv-

ers are unforgiving and con-
ditioned to hold their
ground, even with some-

one’s life on the limne.

It seemed hopeless. But
out of the gridlock and din
ecame Sebastian Dwiantoro
and his team of volunteers,
The 23-vear-old ambulance
escort hopped off the baclk of
a motorcycle and bolted
through the congestion, tap-
ping on car windows and
waving at scooters and

motarbikes to make way,

It worked. The traffic
parted. Dwiantoro leaped
back onto the motorcycle
and led the ambulance
through an opening — like a
running back finding a
thread of daylight in a defen-
sive line — only Lo repeat the
tactic moments later.

“Feople don’t want to get
out of the way, because the
roads are oo narrow.” said
Drwiantoro, who works as a
railway security guard when
he’s not volunteering. “A lot
of people just ignore us when
we ask them to move.”

But sometimes this
slight, soft-spoken man on a
motorcyele saves a life, as he
did in 2019, when he led an
ambulance carrying a jaun-
diced baby 26 miles from a
city south of Depok to a hos-

[See Jakarta, Ad]

BUSINESS INSITDE: Job growth was modest in May as firms struggled to fill openings. A9
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Hong Kongers defianlly remember Tiananmen

A girl holds a cellphone showing the famous scene of a lone man f:
32 years ago in Beijing’s Tiananmen Square. Hong Kong police on Friday sealed the park where residents have
traditionally honored those Killed on June 4, 1989, But hundreds still gathered on streets near the park. Story, As

cing down tanks during pro-democracy protests
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U.S. ramps up eflforts against ransomware

BY ELLEN NAKASHIMA,
HaMza SHARAN
AND BEACHEL LERMAN

For wears, the federal govern
ment treated ransomware as a
criminal menace — not as urgent
as hacking by foreign spies. But
after a spasm of high-profile at-
tacks that jarred the nation, the
US. government now has begun
framing the issue a=s a matter of
national — and global — security.

The FEI director this week com-
pared it to the challenge posed by
the Sept. 11, 2000, terrorist attacks.
On Thursday, a top White House
cyvher official urged corporate
America to strengthen its comput-
er security. And on Friday, the
White House said that President

Long seen as an ordinary
erime, it’s now called a
national security threat

Biden will raise the issue of Rus-
sia'’s harboring ransomware crim-
inals when he meets with Rossian
President Vladimir Putin next
week in Geneva.

“We know that the ransomware
threat is urgent, it's complex, and
it®s heen increasing over the last
several years,” White House press
secretary Jen Psakl said. “Tt feels
new to us over the last couple of
weeks, but it has been increasing
rapidly arcund the world over the

last several years.”

She noted this week that many
of the world leaders with whom
Biden will gather at the annual
Groupof Seven meeting next week
“have similar coneerms”

Until about a year and a half
AE0, TANSOWATe extortion — in
h hackers lock up victims®
pes with malware and then
demand hefty fees to unlock the
data — was seen primarily as cy-
bercrime. It afMicted schools, ho:
pitals and businesses, but the di
ruptions were considered isolat-
ed. No one was known to have
died, and the effects were limited
primarily to the entities that were
hacked.

Then came the Fansomware at-
tack last month that led Colonial

Pipeline to shut down its pipeline,
disrupting nearly half the East
Coasts fuel supply. That was fol-
lowed this week by another that
threatened the nation's largest
meat supplier, and quickly it be-
came painfully app
ware devised by erin
have effiects that threaten national
security.

“1 don’t think that attention is
Ening to go away anytime spon.”
said Michael Phillips, co-chair-
man of the Ransomware Task
Force, a group of industry, govern-
ment and academic experts thatin
April produced a set of recommen-
dations for the Biden administra
tion on combating ransomware.
“People want to know that the U.S.

SEE RANSOMWARE ON A%

FFacebook to
keep Trump
banned 2 years

EX-PRESIDENT IS ‘RISK TO PUBLIC SAFETY”

: No free passes for public ligures

BY ELIZABETH DMWOSKEIN

Facebook said FPriday that it
plans to snspend former presi-
dent Donald Triomp for twa years
following his comments inciting
violenoe in the wake of the Capi-
tol insurrection on Jan. 6.

The social media giant will
reinstate him only if “the risk to
public safety has receded,” ac-
cording to a blog post on the
company’s wehsive.

Facebook's new policy refers
apecifically to the behavior of
public figures during perinds of
heightened violence or unrest,
according to the blog post. Face-

says it will now initiate a

series of time-bound suspensions
for violators, starting with a one-
month suspension, and look to
experts to help reevaluate the
situation at the end of each peri-

The announcement, part of a
set of responses to the Facebook
Oversight Boards recommenda-
tions in May regarding its suspen-
sion of the former president, is
likely to have major implications
for how the platform treats con-
trowersial public figures going
forward.

SEE FACEBOOK ON A7

What it means: Five takeaways
from Facebook's decision. AT

U.S. economy adds jobs
but misses expectations

BY ELl RUSENBERG

The U.S. economy added
550,000 jobs in May, staving off
fears of a slowdown but falling
short of the blockbuster recovery
numbers that had once been ex-
pected o AcCoOmpany ETOwing
vaccinations and an easing pan-
demic,

The unemployment
dropped to 58 percent from
f.1 pereent, hat sidelined waorkers
who stopped looking for work
aren’t flooding back into the labor
market, as the labor force partici-
pation rate ticked the wrong di-
rection — down slightly. The re-
port, which missed expectations,
is the latest indication of the con-
linuing economic pressures fac-
ing the White House and policy-
makers at the Fed, following a
lackinster April johs report. The
economy is still down 7.5 million
jobs sineethe pandemie took hold.

President Biden hailed the re-
port, ealling the numbers “great
news," while noting the first four

rate

U.5. nonfarm payrolls,
seasonally adpusted
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months of his presidency had seen
more than 2 million jobs added

back to the ecomomy.
Yet as Republicans blasted an-
gry statements declaring the
SEE JORS ON A5

Partisan debate: Jobs report fuels
fight over White House agenda. AS

Texas readies interv

ntion

into classrooms’ curricula

Critics feal P push to
quash critical race theory
may deter honest inguiry

EY ARELIS . HERNANDEY
AND GRIFF WITTE

SAN ANTONIO — Not long after
George Floyd was murdered on a
Minneapolis street last Memorial
Day, Meghan Dougherty felt an
awakening in her suburban Texas
school district.

Teachers received training in
the role that race had played in
creating the United States’ vast
inequalities. Students, parents
and faculty members spemt their
summer studying and debhating
homw to combat generations of sys-
temic racism. Some crafted a plan

to enroll more Black and Latino
students in Advanced Placement
classes, where they had long been
underrepresented,

“That’s a small thing, but it’s
also a big thing." sakd Dougherty,
an instructional coach in Round
Rock, a fast-growing and inereas-
ingly diverse district just outside
Austin. “The conversation has
changed.”

Now, Republican legislators

hawve passed a bill that eould
it back.
Unider the cultuare war rallving
cry of combating critical race the-
ory — an academic framework
centered on the idea that racism is
systemic, not just a collection of
individual prejudices — lawmak-
ers have endorsed an extraordi-
nary intervention into elassrooms
across Texas.

Their plans would restrict how

SEE TEXAS ON A6

For Hamas. a surge of popularity in

Supporters of Hamas march in Hebron on May 21 to

te the

fire hai the Islamist

gronp and Israel. Such rallles In the West Bank last month had no precedent In recent vears.

West Bank

BY GRIFF WITTE
AND SUFIAN TAHA

AL-AMARI REFUGEE CAMP, WEST
BANE — The tattered walls of this
camp turmed city for Palestinian
refugees in the West Bank tell a
story about the political lovalties
of those who live here.

The smilingvisage of a keffiyeh-
clad Yasser Arafat. The yellow,
rifle-bedecked flags of his move-
ment. The names, ‘hed in hlack,
of those who dicd = serviee.

For decades, al-Amari has been
a stronghold of Fatah, the secular
and nationalist party that empha-
sizes diplomacy as its answer to
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
But in recent days, the tablean in
the camp has shifted: Green flags
mark the entrance and graffiti to
match emblazons the walls with a
single word: Hamas.

“Theyve given strength to the
whaole Palest; n eanse,” said Mo-
hammed EKhadier, 16, friends

SEE HAMAS ON A10
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<< Bravery in b
Portrait artist ”
set out to capture the
remarkahle spirit of nurses
on the front lines, inchuding
amika Dennis, lefl. in
Albany, Ga. Magazine
Molding of the Mid-Atls
Ancient shaped th
area’s mountains, valleyvs
coastal plain. T npact
slillinp

el

or himsell
Wollgang Van Halen joined
his famous father's band at
16, but his music is his own.
Now he's going it alone,
opening for Guns N” Roses
this summer and launching a
debut albumm. Arts & Stvie

SUNDAY"S
COUPONS

REAL ESTATE

A contingency conundrum
In our hot market, some buyers are
Waking apprasats and inspections
in a risky gambit to score a home.
STYLE

Restaurant staff is fed up
As the Industry struggles to fill jobs,

employees are demanding better
wages and working conditions. C1

THE NATION

Protecting U.S. wildlife
The White House plans to reverse
Trumip-era policies weakening the
Endangered Species Act. AS

THE REGION

Va. school to keep name
Washington and Lee University
faced calls to strike the reference
to the Confederate general. Bl
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Generais tentam
conter dano apos
perdao a Pazuello

Falta de punigio a ex-ministro por ir a ato politico com
Bolsonare causou indignacae entre alguns comandantes

BRASIL TEM MAIOR QUANTIDADE DE QUEIMADAS EM UMA
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Salud comprara 45 mil ampollas de Remdesivir para pacientes en sala comun

Desde el lunes bajan hasta
60 aios edad para vacunarse

Llegan 99.600 dosis de los biologicos contra el Covid-19 de Moderna, donados por Qatar,
y Rusia embarca mafana 40 mil dosis de Sputnik V con destino a Paraguay.
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Reéponses a la question
de vendredi :

Faut-il un numeéro unigque
pour gérer les urgences?
TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 110796

NON QUL
3% 67 %

Votez aujourdhui
Covid-19 : étes-vous
convaincu par la these
d'un accident

d.E laborateire en Chine?

ASAZACISE TEZEMAS / EDNMIONS
lLAMMAR-.h 2020 UEMARD
sFEREY / HCS PRESSE 'ILU a5
GCIJ-IEI:‘ DFANGE

Origine du,C

dufabo chinois ses

ovid :a piste

Des enquéteurs ameéricains traquent les mensonges de Pékin et pointent la possibilité d'une « fuite
de laboratoire » survenue a I'automne 2019 a I'Institut de virologie de Wuhan. racesz a servenrmoniac

Régionales : les électeurs
adhérent de moins en
moins au front républicain

Des Républicains a la gaucheen
passant par LREM, les diver-
gences sur la stratégic a adop-
ter divisent au sein méme de
chaque parti. Quant aux Fran

cais, sommeés par le passé de

faire barrage au Front national,
ils semblent, dans la derniere
vague du barometre de la
« protestation électorales de
la Fondapol pour Le Figare, las-
=65 de la consigne. PAGESBAS

B3 EDITORIAL per phitipe cate pecicietigaross
Mensonge d’Etat

a seule chose dont la Chine ne s'est
jamais cachée depuis I"apparition du
coronavirus, c'est son refus absolu
de la transparence et de la wérite.
= Vous ne devez réveler @ personne
cette notvelle preurmionie =, ful le premier oF
dre donind i la directrice des urgences de 'hi
pital de Wuhan. Depuis, Pékin consacre tous
ses efforts 4 se dédouaner, i effacer les traces,
arejeter le blame sur dautres et a redorer son
image a coups de masques et de vaceins, en
ignorant les questions legitimes d'une planéte
qui a perdu au bas mot 4 millions de vies, Une
obsession de esquive illustrée par ce tweet
I'an dernier de Zhao Lijlan, porte-parcle de la
diplomatie chinoise: «[L'armde américaine
pourrait aveir apporté 'épidémie @ Wuhon.
Savez rransparents ! Les Erars- Unis nows doivent
wune explication [«
I1s sont en passe d'en donner une, qui ne sera
pas du goit de Xi Jinping. Les enquéteurs du
Département d'Etat et des services de rensei-
gnement américains ont £tabll qu'au moins
trois employvés de Institut de virologie de
Wuhan avaient éré hospitalisés avec les
symptomes du Sars-CoW-2 dés novem-
bre 2019, plusicurs semaines avant |'alerte of-

ficielle, La these d'un « accident de laboratoi-
res s'en trouve relancée - et la erédibilité de
Pékin encore affaiblie. Militarisation des pro-
grammes de recherche, mise i cart d'ex
perts frangais, expériences risquées de = gain
de foncton- par lesquelles on dope la puls
sance d'un viris: une & une, les pieces du
puzzle se mettent en place. Joe Biden n'a pu
que reprendre & son compte le défi lancé par
Domald Trump a «empereur rouge .

Les piéCE‘S La preuve irréfutable

d'un mensonge d'Etat

du puzzle  sem difficile a obtenir
tant que le régime chi-
de Wuhan nois ne fait pas sa « glas-
se mettent nosts, sl cela arrive un
Joar. Mais on peut d’ores
en place et déja en tirer une le-

con;: les laboratoires de virologie, méme civils,
ol des Docteur Mabuse jonglent avec la mort
devralent étre surveillés d'aussi prés par la
communauté internationale que les arsenaux
nucléalres ou chimiques. Quant aux Chinols
pressés de supplanter le modéle occidental,
leur montée en puissance réputée inexorable
risque de trainer longtemps comme un boulet
la dissimulation geante de Wuhan. ®
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Orange sur la défensive
apres la panne
des numéros d'urgence

Cing décés sont potentielle-
ment ligs a la défaillance des
numeros durgence. Plusieurs
engquétes sont ouvertes pour
déterminer le rdle de la panne
dans ces drames. Le gouver-

-32 ELll[lh MATTE

nement a annonce un aucdic
complet du réseau et des ser-
vices de 1'opérateur Orange,
dont le PDG, Stéphane Ri
chard {photo), a vécu une véri-
table semaine noire. PAGEIL2
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Give vaccines to pupils as a
priority, say school leaders

Richard Adams
Sarah Boseley

School leaders are calling for pupils
to be vaccinated as a matter of pri-
ority after UK regulators approved
ajab for 12- to 15-year-olds and data
showed outbreaks of the Delta vari-
ant in schools throughout England.
The Medicines and Healthcare
products Regulatory Agency (MHRA)
gave its approval yesterday for the
use of the Plizer/BioNTech vaccine
in children aged 12 to 15, authorising

Facebook
bans Trump
until 2023

Social network says
former president guilty
of 'severe violation',
meriting the highest
penalty News Page 14—

Brown'’s
warning for
Johnson

The former PM saysthe
Tory incumbent may yet
find histenureatNo 10
ends dramatically

News Page18—
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its use among all but the young-
est secondary school pupils. But a
decision on whether and when it will
be rolled out to children will fall to
the Joint Committee on Vaccination
and Immunisation (JCVI) and, ulti-
mately, ministers.

Teaching union and school lead-
ers said that starting vaccinations
for teenagers soon could mean most
would have received two doses by
thestart of the new school year, min-
imising the risk of further disruption
to their education.

Theapproval cameon the day new

government-commissioned research
showed that a decade’s worth of pro-
gressinreducing the attainment gap
fordisadvantaged children may have
been eradicated in the pandemic.
Butsomescientists warned it could
be unethical to prioritise jabs for chil-
dren, who are at extremely low risk
of serious illness from Covid, given
the small chance of side-effects and
as vaccine rates remain low in many
other countries, It came as:
® Daily reported Covid cases
exceeded 6,000 across the UK forthe
first time since March, whileinfection

P

levels rose 75% in England in the last
week of May, according to the Office
for National Statistics.
@ FProf Neil Ferguson of Imperial
College London warned the Delta var-
iant, firstidentified in India, was 30%
t0100% more transmissible than the
previously dominant Alpha variant.
® Almost 400,000 people in the UK
reported symptoms of long Covid
for at least a year after their initial
infection,

After the approval of the Pfizer

vaccine for children, Hamid ge
Patel, chief executiveofthe

pause button
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