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What’s
News

Business & Finance

edge-fund billionaire

Ackman's special-pur-
pose acguisition company is
nearing a transaction with
Universal Music Group that
would value the world's
largest music business at
about $40 billion. AL

» Investors began backped-
aling from AMC after the
monyie- operator said it
plans to sell more stock, while
simultaneously cautioning
potential buyers that thew
might lose their money. Al

# Major U.S. stock indexes
posted declines, with the
MNasdaqg, S&P 500 and Dow
retreating 1%, 0.4% and
0.1%, respectively. B11

+ Biden expanded a prohibi-
tion on Americans investing
in Chinese companies with
purported links to China’s
military. adding more busi-
nesses to the blacklist. A9
# Initial jobless claims have
dropped by 35% since late
April, adding to signs of a
healing labor market as the
U.S. economy ramps up. A2

# United Airlines said it
hopes to fly passengers on
a planned new supersonic
jetliner by decace’s end, us-
ing aircraft being developed
by Boom Technology. AL

# GM expects profit to be

better in the first half of the
wear than it previously pro-
Jected, citing steps it is taking
to blunt the impact of the chip
shortage that has hampered
global vehicle production. BL
# China’s banking and insur-
ance regulator said it had ap-
prowed an application by Ant
to set up a consumer-finance
firm, the first milestone in the
fintech giant's restruecturing. BL

World- Wide

S —

# The EU is pushing back
hard against U.S.-backed
calls to temporarily waive
intellectual-property rights
for Covid-19 vaccines, pre-
paring a rival plan officials
said would better safeguand
dirug firms® patents and seek

through the Covax

to share the bulk of the 80
million Covid-19 vaccine doses
it plans to send to other coun-
tries by the end of June. AS

+ Biden signaled he could
accept a narrower infra-
structure package that didn't
include raising the corporate
tax rate, telling a top Senate
Republican that he wants

£1 trillion in new spending
and floating alternative ways
to pay for the measure. Ad

+ The Supreme Court nar-
rowed the scope of an anti-
hacking law, ruling it doesn't
cover people who use autho-
rized access to obtain informa-
tHon for improper purposes, A%
+ The Biden administration
is examining cryptocurrency’s
role in recent ransomware
attacks that have disrupted
important U.S. industries. B2

+ Israel’s Netanyahu is try-
ing to rally his right-wing
base against a new coali-
tion that would dislodge him
as the country’s leader. A9
# The FEI is investigating
Postmaster General DeJoy
over past campaign fund-
raising activity involving a
MNorth Carolina logistics finm
where he served as CEO. A4

+ Died: F. Lee Bailey, 87,
celebrity attorney. A6
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Mirprggapolis Reopens Area Around Memorial to George Floyd
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TENSE DIVIDE: City workers clear an

area known as George Floyd Sqguare on Thursday to reopen it to traffic and police pa-

trols. The site had become a memorial to Mr. Floyd, whose murder by police sparked a nationwide racial-justice movement. A3

AMC Stock Pares Recent Gain
After Chain Warns Investors

By JoE WALLACE

Investors began backpedal-
ing from AMC Entertainment
Holdings Inc. after the mowvie-
theater operator said it plans
to sell more stock—while si-
multanecusly cautioning po-
tential buyers of its shares
that they might lose all their
money.

Shares of AMC finished
Thursday’s wild trading ses-

sion down 18% at $51.34 after
almost doubling in value the
previous day. The stock ap-
peared set to continue its run
in Thursday's premarket trad-
ing, notching double-digit per-
centage gains. The momentum
reversed, though, once the
company filed with regulators
to sell more than 11 million
shares and warned against in-
vesting in its stock.

AMC shares dropped as

much as 40%, then later recov-
ered all of those losses before
sliding again.

The company’s shares had
rocketed in recent days—ex-
tending their advance this
year by 2Z,850% before Thurs-
day's decline—after the com-
pany sold a chunk of new
shares to hedge fund Mudrick
Capital Management LP. The
company had leaned into its
sudden popularity with indi-

widual investors by offering
popcorn to shareholders who
wisit an AMC cinema this sum-
mer.

The sharp volatility is remi-
niscent of late January, when
individual traders sent jitters
through Wall Street with a
buying spree in shares of
small, often struggling compa-
nies such as GameStop Corp.
and AMC. The frenzy has reig-

Please turn to page AG

Universal
Music

Nears
Record
SPAC

Rewverse merger with
Ackman’s shell
company would value
label at $40 billion

Hedge-fund billionaire Wil-
liam Ackman’s special-pur-
pose acqguisition company is
nearing a deal with Universal
Music Group that would value
the world's largest music
business at about $40 billion,
people familiar with the mat-
ter said.

By Maureen Farrell,
Cara Lombardo
and Anne Steele

The deal would be the larg-
est SPAC transaction on re-
cord, exceeding the roughly
%35 billion that Singaporean
ride-hailing company Grab
Holdings Inc. was valued at in
a similar deal recently, ac-
cording to Dealogic. It would
have a so-called enterprise
wvalue, taking into consider-
ation TUniversal’s debt, of
about $42 billion.

It isn’t guaranteed Univer-
sal and the SPAC, Pershing
Sguare Tontine Holdings Ltd.,
will reach a deal. If they do, it
could be completed in the
next few weeks and isn't sub-
Ject to any additional due dili-
gence, the people said.

The deal, which would hand
Mr. Ackman's entities a 10%
stake in a newly public Univer-
sal, would have a €33 billion

Please turmn to page A6

EU Floats
Alternative
To Patent
Waiver for
Vaccines

By SageD SHAH
AND GABRIELE STEINHAUSER

The European Union is
pushing back hard against
U.S.-backed calls to temporar-
ily waive intellectual-property
rights for Covid-19 vaccines,
preparing a rival plan officials
said would better safeguard
drug companies’ patents and
look for other ways to boost
supplies for developing coun-
tries.

As the gap between vaccine
haves and hawve-nots has wid-
ened, Washington and China
have endorsed a proposal by
dewveloping countries at the
World Trade Organization to
suspend patent protections
for the immunizations.

Brussels® alternative plan
would lift export restrictions
on vaccines amd their raw ma-
terials, expand manufacturing
capacity around the world
and make it easier for coun-
tries to use existing rules to
override patents in some
cases, according to documents
reviewed by The Wall Street
Journal.

The EU's stance makes a
quick deal on the waiver pro-
posal less likely, and could
sink it altogether, trade ob-
servers said.

EU officials said they
would present the proposal at
the WTO next week, when
members are also set to de-
bate the waiver. They argue
that removing patents won't
do much to help increase pro-
duction in the short term and
would remove incentives for
pharmaceutical companies to
do further work, such as up-
dating vaccines for virus mu-
tations.

“The rules-based global
trading system can contribute

Pleasetwrn topage A8

#* US. to use Covax as conduit
for vaccines sent abroad. . A8
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Low-Cost Armed Drones
Reshape War and Geopolitics

Russian-backed forces struggled against them in Syria and Libya

A soldier idles by a Russian-made T-72
tank. A moment later, a missile fired from a
drone slams into the vehicle, exploding in an
orange flash, blowing the man off his feet
and leaving the tank a smoldering wreck.

tions.

By James Marson in Istanbul
and Brett Forrest in Washington

The scene is one of dozens of aerial vid-
eos that were posted online in Azerbaijan
last year showing off a new weapon. Over
six weeks, it helped the nation regain terri-
tory in the Nagorno-Karabakh region that
had been held by Russian-backed Armenian
forces for more than two decades. The vid-

eos show attacks on tanks, trucks, command

posts, mortar positions and radar installa-

Smaller militaries around the world are
deploving inexpensive missile-equipped
drones against armored enemies, a new bat-
tlefield tactic that proved successful last
year in regional conflicts, shifting the strate-
sic balance around Turkey and Russia.
Drones built in Turkey with affordable digi-
tal technology wrecked tanks and other ar-
mored vehicles, as well as air-defense sys-
tems, of Russian protégés in battles waged
in Syria, Libya and Azerbaijan.

These drones point to future warfare be-
ing shaped as much by cheap but effective
fighting wehicles as expensive ones with the

Flease turn to page A11

United Hopes to Resuscitate
Supersonic Passenger Flights

By MATT GROSSMAN
AND ALISON SIDER

United Airlines said it
hopes to fly passengers on a
planned new supersonic jet-
liner by decade’s end, which
would resurrect high-speed
flights more than two decades

after that method of travel
was grounded.
Parent United Airlines

Holdings Inc. said on Thursday
it would acquire small jetlin-
ers being developed by Boom
Technology Inc. that would cut
travel times and appeal to
higher-paying fliers.

United said it would buy 15
of Boom's planned Owerture
jets if the plane meets safety,
aperational and sustainability
standards. Boom hopes to fly a
scaled-down prototype later
this wyear or early in 2022,
with the full-size, 88-seat ver-
sion targeted to carry passen-
mers by 2020,

A trio of companies have
vied to develop supersonic
business jets and small pas-
senger planes over the past
decade to fill a gap left by the
Anglo-French Concorde, which

BOOM SUFERSINIC

was retired in 2003 because of
high costs and concerns about
the noise it generated.

Doubts about market de-
mand and the challenges of
gaining approval for new en-
gine technologies and materi-
als used to make the planned
aircraft quieter and more eco-
nomic than the 100-seat Con-
corde have plagued firms devel-
oping the new jets.

Aerion Corp., with backers

e
A rendering shows the planned Boom Owerture jet for United.

including Boeing Co., folded
last month after it said it had
been unable to raise enough
money to produce a planned
supersonic business jet. Bos-
ton-based Spike Aerospace
continues to dewvelop an 18-
seat supersonic jet.

Boom declined to disclose
financial terms but said that
the agreement includes a non-
refundable industry-standard

Please turn to page A2
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High Heat
Cools Down
Batters

= » *
Strategy finds
hole in big swing;

pitchers” revenge

By AnprEw BeEaToN
AND JosHUuA ROBINSON

New York Mets ace Jacob
deGrom has made throwing
owver 100 miles per hour look
ordinary this season. But as he
blew another 101.4 mph heater
past a hopeless batter in the
first inning Monday night, Mr.
deGrom reminded the world it
is not just speed that is devas-
tating hitters this season.

The ball whizzed past the
Arizona Diamondbacks” Josh
Rojas for strike three in the
place where batters are help-
less in 2021: the top of the
strike zone.

High fastballs are the No. 1
tool pitchers have leaned on to
tame batters in a season that is
already being defined by a jar-
ring decline in hitting across
the majors. Scoring is down.
On-base percentage is down.

Please turn to page A14
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Harness the power

Fears over Al must not blind us to its
tial for good —orin

pote

d, PAGE 17

WORLD BUSINESS NE

Lateral thinking

Covid testing tech set to reimagine
health diagnostics —eic rREAD, PAGE 15
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Foot to the floor

The second-hand car sales driving
US inflation — Fr series, PAGE 2

Silent vigil
China puts lid
on Tiananmen

An artist in Hong Kong ereales a piece
commemorating the 1985 Tihnanmen
Square massacre In Beljing.

The anthorities have, for the second
year, banned the candlelight vigil at
Hong Kong's Victerla Park on health
grounds. Last year. thounsands ignored
ithe ban but activists beliove people will
e Jess Mkely to engage in another act of
mass deflance after the Imposition of a
National Security Law that contains
harsh penalties for subversion and
other crimes against the state.

IF they are right, China will have
snuffed out the last public event on
Bekjing-controlled territory commeme-
rating the massacre — a goal that has
eluded it for more than threedecades.
Beljing quashes rally page &

Fears mount for poorér nations
as food price rises hit 10-year high

e Inflation surges 40% o China demand ramps up pressure e Mideast and west Africa at risk

BHIKD TERAZOND AND JUDITH EWANS
LONDOM

Global food prices surged 40 percent in
May; the biggest rise in a decade, acoord.
ing to a UM index that has ralsed con-
oerns ower affordabiliny for staple goods
im the world s poo rer countries.

‘The year-on-year keap in the UN Food
and Agriculture Crganlzation's monthby
food price index, the largest rise since
2011, signalled that inflation, inftially
stoked by pandemic disruption, 1s acoel-
erating.

The rise in market prices will hit par-
ticularly hard in poorer countries that
are rellant onimporis for staples.

Inwest Africa, the price of staples are
up 40 per cent over a five-year average,
with countries such as Nigerla experi-
encing food inflation of 2% per cent, the

The little Engine that could
tap Investors’ discontent

The tiry hedge fund that forced s
way an 1o the board of ExsonMobil
has big plans of s own. Engine Na. 1
was Just weeks ald with 22 staff and

2 QU0 per cent stake in the $IS0bn
Qroup when its sctivist declaration was
sent in Dacembar. But It has waon threa
Exnon boand seats, with a mandate to
prepare It for a future free of fossil fuel.
Tha fund hopas 1o 13p Into Irvestors'
growing Interest in funds that pursue
a positive ervironmental agenda.
Fund forced change at Exxon » sace s

highest level in 15 years, according to
the UM World Food Programme.

The WFP also warned of vuleerable
communities faced with soaring prices,
Inchading Lebancn, where food inflation
soared to 400 per cent In 2020 on the
back of a currency crisis, the pandemic
and the Belrut explosion last August.
Countries such &s Syria and Sudan were
also st ing with feod iaflation above
200per cent, the WFP sald.

The recent rise has been fuelled by
China's scaring appetite for grain and
soyabeans, along with 2 severe drought
in Brazil and growing demand for vege-
tableoil for bicdiesel, said analysts

“Chima has continueed to buy, but with
Brazil’s drought proving to be more
severe than expected, everyomne has o
pray that the weather in the USis going

Genome breakﬂl:roilgh opéns door to
creating cells unlike anything in nature

CLIVE COOKFON — LONDON

Sclentlsts have re-engineered the
genetic code of microbes to create o
synthetic cell with capabilities unlike
anything in mature, opening up the pos-
sibility of new materials foreverything
from plastics to antibiotics.

The knowledge of how to manipulate
and edit the DA at the heart of all
genathc processes 15 established but
until now it has not been possible to
alter the Sbn-year-old code through
which DNA Instructs cells to form the
chains of amino ackls that make up the
working molecules of Hfe.

“This 15 potentially a revolution in
biology.” said Jasen Chin, project leader
at the MRC Laboratory of Molecular
Biology in the UK. “These bacteria may
be turmed into renewalle and program-
mable factories that produce a wide

to be good,” mabd Abdolreza Abbassian,
senbor econaumist at the FAC,

The upward pressure will add o food
price inflation that was exacerbated by
the pandemic kast year. In 2020, the glo-
bal consumer price index for food
jumped to 6.5 per cent, up from 4.6 per
cenit kn 2009, accord ing to the FAC. With
supply chalns disnupted, South Amerbca
at 21 per cent, Altica and South Asia a
12 per cent and Oeania with 8 per cent,
were anmong the most affected reghons.

In richer countries the current price
rise will add to pressure on less wealthy
consumers, analysts warned. with pre-
mium brands boosted by pent-up
spending from the pandemic facing lit-
tle diffioalty in charging higher prices
for the well-heeled.

Companies including Mestlé and

rauge ol new molecules with novel prop-
erties, which coubd have benefits for bio-
technology and medicine, including
making new drugs suchas antibiotics”

The research, published in the jowrnal
Scienoce, builds on the Cambridge team’s
2009 breakthrough that created a ver-
shon of the common E. coll gut microbe
with all its DNA, known as the genome,
bullt entirely from lab chemboals.

The sclentists have now rewritten the
genetic code of the new Synél bacte-
rium, altering not only the DA but also
the associated cellular machinery that
turns genes inte bochemical products.
This created a new organism that grows
like E. colf but with extra properthes.

One aspect of the technology is that
synthetic bacteria are impervious to
infection by virses, which require nat-
wral proicesses to replicite In host cells.

“tf a virus gets into thevats of bacteria

Recent price
rises have added

to higher costs
drriven by the
pandemdic

Coca-Cola have already said they will
pass on the price rises.

Eruno Monteyne, analyst at Bern-
stein, sald that the bout of nflation
would Increase pelarisation in con-
sumer markets between premium
products aimed at wealthier consumers
and cheaper brands catering for more
stretched buyers. °If you are already
buying erganke, fir trade ready-to-eat
mangoes, you're probably not going to
betoo worrled aboutit.” e sald.

Miost analysts expect prices to climb
further. " The rise in the transport oost
base, with oil price increases and ship-
ping bottlenecks, thers s a lot ol upward
price pressure in the system.” sald Caro-

line Baln at Capital Economics,
Additioral reporting by Clloe Cornish
in Befrut

used to manufacture certain drugs then
it ean destroy the whele batch,” Chin
safd. “Cur modified bacterial cells could
overcome this problem by belng com-
pletely reskstant tovinmes."

The cells can also string together
exotic monumers — mobecular buikling
blocks — Into novel proteins and other
large molecules known as polymers.

“we would like to use these bacteria
o discover and build long synthetic
polymers that fold up into structures
and may form new classes of materials,”
Chin said.

Delilah Jewel and Abhishel: Chatter-
jee of Boston College, two Leading scien-
tists mot Involved In the Cambridge
research. said technology using “non-
natural building blocks" would unlock
countless applications, from “mew
clusses of biotherapeutics to biomateri-
als with innovative properties™.
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» Drug advance lifts breast cancer hopes
An AstraZeneca-Merch drug coubd provea crucial
new ool in the fight te cure early-stage breast cancer,
asdata showed It signiflcantly reduces recurrence
rates for patients with the BRCA mutation. — PasE &

= US labour market starts to bounce back
Filings forUs jobless benefits have fallen below
400,000 for the first time since the pandemic began,
reflecting a slowdowm in lay-offs as the ccomomy
rebounds and busines ses strive to find stafl.— pace s

= Denmark asylam law sparks anger
Copenhagen has approved a law that allows it to
process asyium seskers outside Europe by sending
them toa third nation — probably in Africa— ina
move drasing anger from rights advocates. — pace 2

» Ma's relationship with Beijing thaws
China regulators have approved
Jack Mas Ant Group to start
Funning a consu mer finance
company, the first sign of
friction with Befjing casingafter
a“rectification” deal — pact o

= [EMorgan aims to own all of China unit
The bank has submitted an application to take full
control of its secu rithes joint venture in China, in the
Intest exampleof a US lender expanding its foot hodd.
Inthe country’s financial markets.—race &

» Google improves Android privacy
Gougle Is beefing up privacy protection for Andredd
userstomake it harder for ad groups to track them
when they move betweenapps, as & tries to coanter
Apple's image asa better steward of data.— Pace s

= Record L90bn of gilts bought in a year
Overseas investors purchased arecord-breaking
E5a8bn of UK government debt over the past year,
Tl g Lo iasel the impecedcnted levels of state
borrowing during the Covid-19 pandemic.— rasew
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Late Edition
Today, periodic sunshine, thunder-
storms, high 76 L, evening
thunderstorms, partly cloudy, low
GG, Tomorrow, sunmny, warmer, high
BE. Weather map is on Page AZ0.
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MNEWS ANALYSIS

How Rivals
Of Netanyahu
Joined Forces

Personal Goals Mixed
With Political Motives

By PATRICK KINGSLEY
and ADAM RASGOMN
JERUSALEM — Naftali Ben-

nett, the leader of a hard-right
political party, sieod before tele-
wvision cameras and pledged
never to s e power with Yair
Lapid, a centrist, and Mansour
ﬁ'tlba:n an Islamist. It was March
22, the day before Israels fourth
election in fawo vears.

Yet late Wednesday night, just
T2 days later, there was Mr. Ben-
nett, sitting down beside both M
Abbas and Mr. Lapid and signing
a deal that, pending a confidence
wote in Parliament later this
moath, would see all three unite
in the first government since
2009 that won't be led by Prime
Minister Benjamin Metanyahu,

Through three consecutive
elections between April 2019 and
March 2020, M MNetanyahu had
kept them all at bay., He may
have fail o win an overall
majority himself, but he clung o
power by exacerbating divisions
within Israel's ideclogically dif-
fuse opposition, ensuring that
they, too, would fail to build a
majority coalition.

The question of what changed
since a fourth inconclusive elec-
tion in March — and why — has
several answers, both systemic
and circumstantial,

Mr. Lapid's dexterity in con-
structing a somewhat gravity
defying coalition has certainly
been a factor. But Me Netanyahu
himsell playved a crucial role —
reversing years of unrepentant
and divisive policies toward
Israel's Arab minority by sud-
denly bestowing legitimacy this
wear on Arab politicians like Mr,
Abbas, who have long been con-
sidered fifth columnists by much
of the Israeli right.

The reasons are also rooted in
a combination of personal and
political judgments by nationalist
power brokers like Mr. Bennett.
Even if Mr. Bennett had stuck by
Mr, Netanyahu, his support
would not have been encugh to
give Mr. Metanyahu a majority
That meant that Mr. Bennett was
left with either joining the oppo-
sition or sending Israel to a fifth
elecrion in little more than tao

Continued on Page A5

Industry Ducks
Efforts to Set
Climate Rules

Global Shipping Finds
Ways Not to Change

By MATT APUZEQ
and SARAH HURTES

LONDON — During a divisive
meeting over proposed climate

ulations last fall, a Saudi diplo-
myal to the International Maritine
Organization activated his micro-
phone for an unusually sharp
complaint: One of his colleagues
was discussing the proceedings
online as they happened.

It was a breach of the secrecy at
the heart of the LM_0., a powerful,
clubby United Nations agency on

the banks of the Thames. Dele-

gates have met for decades be-
hl.nd closed doors to regulate the
often-obscure world of interna-
tional shipping. Today, that se-
crecy helps conceal how the orga-
nization defeats attemnpts to re-
duce emissionsin an industry that
produces as much carbon dioxide
as all of America’s coal plants
combined.

Butinternal documents, record-
ings and dozens of interviews
show that the organization has re-
peatedly delayed and watered
down climate regulations for an
industry that burns some of the
dirtiest fuel available — an odl so
thick it might otherwise be turmed
into asphalt. That inaction has al-
loweed shipping emissions wo rise,
a trend that threatens 1o under-
mine the goals of the 2016 Paris
climarte acoord.

One reason for the lack of
progress is that the LM.O. is areg-
ulatory body that is run in concert
with the industry it regulates.
Shipbuilders, ocilmen, miners,
chemical manufacturers and oth-
ers with huge financial stakes in
commercial shipping are among
the delegates appointed by many
member narions. They sometimes
even speak on behalf of govern-
ments, knowing that  public
records are sparse, and that even
when the organization allows
journalists into its meetings, it
typically prohibits them from
quoting people by nanme.

An agency lawyer underscored
that point last fall in addressing
the Saudi complaint. “Thisis a pri-
vate meeting.” warned the lawvern
Frederick J. Kenney.

This myonth, the organization is
scheduled to enact its first green-
house gas rules since Paris — reg-
ulations that do not cut emissions,

wve no enforcement mechanism

Continued on Page A6

F. LEE BAILEY, 1933-2021

A Larger-Than-Life Defender
With the Client List to Match

By ROBERT D. McFADIDEN

E Lee Bailey, the theatrical
criminal lawyer who invited juries
into the owilight zone of reason-
able doubt in defense of Patricia
Hearst, 0.1 Simpson, the Boston
Strangler, the army commander
at the My Lal massacre in Viet-
nam and other notorious cases,
died on Thursday in Atlanta. He
was 87,

His son Bendrix confirmed the
death, in hospice care, but did not
specify the cause. He said his fa-

[e————

ther had been in poor health in re-
cent years and living in Georgia to
e near another son, Scott.

Mr  Bailey flew wi
sailed yachts, dropped out of Har-
wvard, wrote books, touted himself
on welevision, was profiled in
countless newspapers, ran a de-
tective agency, married four
times, carried a gun, took on
seemingly hopeless cases  and
courted trouble, once going Lo jail
for six weeks and finally being dis-
barred.

To a generation of Americans
who grew up with courtreosm dra-
mias on television, he was the stufl
of celebrity legends: an auwda-
cious, larger-than-life defender in
the traditions of Clarence Darrow
and Edward Bennett Williams,
producing  lawyerly entertain-
ment long before Court TV or re-
ality television s

He did not always win, however.
He [ailed wo keep Patty Hearst, the
kidnapped publishing heiress, out
of prison for her role in a bank rob-

Where Vaccinations Have Fallen Behind

States in the South and West lag behind the Northeast in Cowvid-19 vaccinations,
a pattern familiar from previous LLS. waccination campaigns. Page Al4.
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Surgeon Faced Death, but This

By DENISE GRADY

Early in the pandemic, as hospi-
tals in New York began postpon-
ing operations to make way for the
flood of Cowvid-19 cases, Dr. To-
moaki Kato continued to perform
surgery. Patients still needed liver
transplants, and some were oo
sick Lo wait.

AL SE, Dr. Kato was healthy and
exceptionally fit. He had run the
Mew York City Marathon sewven
times, and he specialized in opera-
tioms that were also marathons,
lasting 12 or 16 or 20 hours. He was
renowmed for surgical innowva-
tions, deft hands and sheer stam-
ina. At MNewYork-Presbyterian,

After Covid, New View
of Those He Treats

cal Center, where he was the sur-
gical director of adult and pediat-
ric liver and intestinal
transplantation, his boss has
called him “our Michael Jordan ™

Dr.  Kato became il  with
‘Covid-19 in March 2020,

“1 was in a denial situation,” he
said. "I thought I was going to be
fine™

But he soon became one of the
sickest patients in his own hospi-
tal, dependent on a ventilator and

Time as Patient

into his bloodstream and doe the

work of his failing kidneys. He
came close to death “many, many
times” according to Dr. Mareus B
Pereira, who oversaw Dr Kato's
care and is the medical director of
the center’s infectious disease
program for transplant recipients.

Colleagues feared at first that
he would not survive and then,
when the worst had passed, that
he might never be able to perform
surgery again. But afller wo
months in the hospital, Dr. Kato
emerged with a determination to
zet back to work and a new sense
of urgency about the need to teach
other surizeons the innovative op-
erations he had developed. His
awm illness also enabled him to

BIDEN NARROWS
PLAN TO REBUILD
INFRASTRUCTURE

REPUBLICANS UNSWAYED

Concessions on Spending
and Tax Proposals as
Talks Near End

By JIM TANKERSLEY
and EMILY COCHRANE

WASHINGTON — President
Biden offered a series of conces-
sions w try o secure a 1 rillion
infrastructure deal with Senate
Republicans in an Owval Office
meeting  this week, narrowing
both his spending and tax propos-
als as negotiations barreled into
the final days of what could be an
improbable agreement or a blame
game that escalates quickly.

A deal still appears to be a long
shot, with potential tax increases
the biggest hurdle to winning the
kind of Republican support that
Mr. Biden has said he is seeking.
But the continued movement un-
derscored his hopes for a revival
of bipartizanship.

The talks are being sustained
by a desire among lawmakers in
both parties to reach agresment
over what has been a longstand-
ing but elusive goal in Congress:
repairing and  enhancing  the
country's  network of  roads,
bridges. water pipes and other
physical infrastructure.  Eoth
sides are trying to win favor with
the moderate congressional Dem-
ocrats, particularly in the Senate,
whao will ultimarely decide the fate
of the president’s $4 trillion eco-
nomic agenda,

Yet Republicans said on Thurs-
day that Mr Biden was seeking
more spending than they were
likely to support. They privately
panned his continued attempt o
fund the hill with increased tax
revenue from corporations and
high earners even if those plans
do not cross the Republicans” red
line of reversing parts of Presi-
dent Donald 1L Trump's signature
tax cuts in 2017, Mr, Biden has also
insisted on including some spend-
ing provisions, like building
S00,00d new charging stations for
electric vehicles, that have lintle
Republican support in Congress.

The president has now cut more
than $1 trillion from his initial $2.3
trillion  infrastructure  proposal,
while Republicans have added

Continued on Poge AIS

ULS. Concedes
It Can’t Identify
Flying Objects

By JULIAN E. BARNES
and HELENE COOFER

WASHINGTON — American
intelligence officials have found
no evidence that aerial phenom-
ena witnes: w Mavy pilots in
recent years are alien spacecraft,
but they still cannot explain the
unusual movements that have
mystified scientists and the m
tary, according to senior adminis-
tration officials briefed on the
findings of a highly anticipated
Eovernment report.

The report determines that a
wast majority of more than 120 in-
cidents over the past two decades
did ot originate from any Ameri-
can military or other advanced
LS. government technology, the
officials said. That determination
would appear toeliminate the pos-
sibility that Mawvy pilots who re-
ported seeing unexplained  air-
craft might have encountered pro-
grams the government meant to
keep secret.

But that is about the only con-
clusive finding in the classified in-
telligence report, the officials said.

F. Les Bailey in 1975,

Cortlirmwed on Page A9 Columbia University Irving Medi-  other machines o pump oxygen Contirnued ort Page A13 Corttinued on Page AI2

INTERMATIONAL A4-10

Daring Escape of Afghan Pilot
Threatened by the Taliban and consid-
ered AWOL by the Afghan military, a
helicopter pilot fled for America with
his wife and daughter. PAGE Ad

Al and the Battlefield

A United Mations report suggested that
a drone, used against militia fighters in
Libya's civil war, may have selected a
target autonomously. PAGE AB

MNATIONAL All-20

Urgent Ransomware Alert

The White House warned businesses as
hackers shifted their taetics to disrupt
critical infrastructure. PAGE AlG

BUSINESS B1-T

Portugal Rides Bicycle Boom
To mest a jump in demand, the coun-
try’s bike-making industry is building
new factories, hiring workers and deal-
ing with parts shortages. PAGE BI

China Investment Ban Expands
Fresident Biden widened a Trump-era
bBlacklist, intensifying a commercial and
idenlogical batrle between Beijing and
Washington. PAGE B1

SPORTSFRIDAY BS-10

Baseball’s Injury Problem
Players are dropping like flies, many
with soft-tissue injuries. This has led
some medical experts to wonder why
the sport seems to lag behind others
when it comes to prevention. PAGE BR

Knicks Face Pivotal Off-Season
Their transformation into a playell
team had Madison Sguare Garden
rocking again. But it will require some
smart decisions this summer to keep

Commuter Lanes in the Wild
Dedicated wildlife crossings are reduc-
ing highway collisions — and producing
animal photos and videos.

WEEKEND ARTS Cl.14

Stephen King discusses his nowel
“Lisey’s Story” which has been turned
into an Apple TV + series starving Ju-

PAGE AL

China Suspends Long Races Wage Growth Holding Steady the good times rolling. PAGE B0 lianne Moore and Clive Owen. PAGE C1
Some relatives of the 21 ruaners who Pay increases are giving Democrals a

died in a recent ultramarathon are bragging point, but not without some OPINION A22.23

quietly asking whether their loved ones risk. The gains could fade, or spark )

could have been saved. PAGE Al quicker price inflation. PAGE BI David Brooks PAGE A22 2546131 9
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Cal State
online
classes
are here
to stay

Forced into remote
learning by COWVID-19,
some students found
valuable upsides.

By COLLEEN SHALBY

I early December,
California State University
leaders made an announce-
ment: All 23 campuses
would reopen for in-person
classes in fall 2021. But with
registration underway for
the new academic year, the
return is looking anything
but normal — and it has be-
come clear the pandemic
has altered the future of the
nation’s largest four-year
university system.

Online options are here
to stay.

Throughout the system,
in spring surveys, campus
discussions and early regis-
tration trends, a new realiza-
tion has emerged among
students and staff. At the
largely commuter Cal State
campuses, many found vala-
able upsides to virtual learn-
ing: greater flexibility in
their college-work-life bal-
ance, fewer expenses, the
power to keep students in
college.

“What we learned during
the pandemic is that virtusal
learning provides the oppor-
tunity for students to get an
education while they re try-
ing to balance a number of
different things in their lives,
whether they're parents or
taking care of an elderly par-
ent or working or living in a
rural area,” Cal State Chan-
cellor Joseph Castro said
this week.

"What 1 believe, based on
what I've heard from stu-
dents and faculty and staff
throughout the CSU, is that
we will have more wirtual
offerings after the pandemic
is overthan we did before the

students may
pursue  wvirtual
courses, and challenges re-
main toexpand limited pre-
pandemic offerings. Butl a
greater blending of instruc-
tion could make a long-term
difference for students, Cas-
tro said.

“I wvery much want to see
the CSU achieve this goal of
higher graduation rates and
eliminating  equity gaps,
And I think that we can do
this by providing the flexibil-
ity. The access is 50 neces-
sary for our students from all
different backgrounds to
succeed.”™

The changing environ-
ment for Cal State cam-
puses reflects post-pandem-
ic higher education trends
nationally in which students
are demanding more online
options. And many students
bring distincet California
challenges to their educa-
tion, grappling with high
housing costs and traffic-
clogged commutes to cam-

[See Cal State, MAE]
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RELATIVES transport a body for cremation on the banks of the Ganges in Sh
are the exposed graves of those belioved to be COWVID-19 victims, whose Famili

RITESH BHUELA Getty Images
ngverpur, India. Around them
s could not afford cremation.

Rural India’s uncounted toll

Lack of data points up disparities, clouds COVI1D’s scope

By DaviD PIERSON
AND PARTH M.M.

MUME AL India — One by one, the vil-

lagers fell sick.

337,989

Official total of COVID-19
deaths in India.

It started with a fever, then breathless-

ness. By then, it was too late. There was no
medicine, oxygen or hospital nearby to

sawve them. Their bodies had to be carried

by family to the river and cremated.

“I knew all of them,™ sald Jitendra Hari
Pandey, who estimated that more than 30
people in his village hawve died since the be-

ginning of April. “They were my neighbors

and friends.”
They

perished like thousands of others
in India's cities. But because there was

no COVID-19 testing in Kayamuddinpur

Pattl, a speck of land in Uttar Pradesh,
one of the nation's poorest states, the
counted  In
official tally of pandemic deaths.

villagers were not

the

28.4

- -
million
Official votal of coronavirus
casesin India.

Y
(0]
Percentage of India’s
population of 1.4 billion that
has recaived at least one dose
of a COVID-18 vaccine.

That total stood at 337,089 Thursday,
with more than 28 million infected. Experts
said the real numbers, however, could be
up to five times higher.

MNowhere is that discrepancy believed to
be more stark than in the countryside,
where two-thirds of India’s 1.4 billion peo-
plelive, ofteninabject poverty, and thelack
of health infrastructure and government
reporting is obscuring the true scope of the
country’s massive second wave.

Without a more accurate picture, ex-
perts warn that India eould loosen social
restrictions too early again, inviting new
wvariants and a third wave of infections that
could delay the global recovery.

“We don't know what's happening in
the countryside.” said R. Ramakumar,
a professor of development studies at the
Tata Institute of Social Sclences in Murm-
bal. “It could be serious, very serious, or
disastrous. There's very little data being

[See India, A4]

F. LEE BAILEY, 1933 -

2021

Simpson ‘dream team’ lawyer

By Davip COLRER
AanD STEVE MAaRBLE

Lee Bailey was at one time
the most famous trial at-
in the country,
known for his lightning-
relentless
courtroom interrogations and insa-

torney
@ guick mind,

tiable self-promotion,

In trials that captivated the na-
tion, he defended Dr. Sam Sheppanrd,
whose story was reportedly the basis
for “The Fugitive" TV series and film;
Army Capt. Ernest Medina, accused
of war crimes in Vietnam; confessed
Boston Strangler Albert De Salvo;
and newspaper heiress Patty Hearst.

“They say this is the trial of the
" Bailey told the Los Angeles
Times in 1976 during the Hearst bank
“but it is the fourth such

century,

robbery trial.
one for me."™

In fact, the biggest was still to

come. In 1995, Bailey was part of the
“dream team"” of attorneys who suc-

cessfully represented O.J. Simpson at
[Seoe Bailey, Al2]

ALu:-pnc;, F. L
1 agent W:lllaln Bodziak at the 1895 trial in Los Angeles.

Fool Photo

CROSS-EXAMINER
iley listens to O.J Simpson during testimony of

Myanmar expatriates urge U.S. to help end coup

Local members of
diaspora struggle to
raise awareness: “It’s a
dangerous time there.’

By SaraHn PARVIND

Banny Hong sighed as he
sat at his Burmese restau-
rant ona recent weekday, re-
eounting the viclence that

has swept through his
homeland since a military
coup four months ago.

Two portraits of Myan-
mar’s civilian leader Aung
San Suu Kyi decorated the
wall before him, flanking a

photograph of Yangon, the
nation’s largest eity.

“It's a dangerous time
there,” he said as two
masked employees cleaned
tables and swept the floors
before his Stanton eatery,
Irrawaddy Taste Of Burma,
opened for the day. “A lot of
untold stories. Missing bod-
ies. It's a devastating mo-
ment. I am very desperate.”

Hong's friends from his
university days still live in
Myanmar, also known as
Burma, which Hong left in
1987. He worries for their
safety and believes that only
the United States can help
bring an end to the violence
that so far has resulted in an

estimated TS0 civilian
deaths, widespread arrests
and street protests amid a
military crackdown in the
Southeast Asian country

“"Even my customers are
asking aboul it,” the 55-year-
old said.

Members of California’s
Burmese diaspora have pro-
tested across the state since
Myanmar's military leader-
ship selzed control of the

ernment on Feb. 1, de-
taining Suu Kyi and otherci-
vilian leaders and claiming
without evidence that re-
cent elections, which Suu
Kyi's party won in a land-
slide, were riddled with

[Sec Myanmear, A7)

LUIS SINCO Los Angeies Times
A PROTESTER holds an image of jailed Myanmar
leader Aung San Suu Kyi at an April 24 rally in LA

latimes.com

PANEL
BACKS
END TO
MASKS
ON JOB

State safety board says

workers shouldn’t
need the gear indoors
if all are vaccinated.

By Luse MoNEY
anp Rono-Gonc Law 11

A California safety board
Thursday recommended re-
laxing workplace safety
rules for people vaccinated
against COVID-19 meaning
that on June 15. employees
will probably be able to take
off their masks in a room if
everyone there is wacci-
nated.

As the pandemic contin-
ues towane and more peaple
are inoculated against
COVID-19, confidence has
grown among officials that
face coverings and social dis-
tancing are no longer a must
for fully vaceinated Califor-
nians — though they remain
important for those who
have yet to roll up their
sleewves.

That's why the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health
Standards Board, whose
seven members are ap-
pointed by the governor, ul-
timately unanimously opted
to push the rules forward,
saying it was time to begin
relaxing mask-wearing
rules.

“We have seen great im-
provements in a lot of work-
places and we've seen num-
bers go down,” sald board
member Laura Stock, who is
also director of UC Berke-
ley's Labor Occupational
Health  Program. Now,
where "people are wacci-
nated, there are certain
things that actually can be
changed.

The ne'w rules proposed
by the California Division of
Occupational Safety and
Health, or Cal/OSHA, are
still subject to review by the
state OfMice of Administra-
tive Law. But it's expected
the office will approve the
rules, which can go into ef-
fect on June 15 — the same
day as California is set to
fully reopen its economy.

The rules would allow
workers in a room to take off
thelr masks if every person
there is fully vaccinated and
does not have COVID-19
symptoms, Masks would

[See Masks, A9]

Biden reveals plan
to share vacecines
W hite House will donate
75% of unused stockpile
to TN -backed COVAX
Program. WoRLD, A3
Costa Mesa lifts
mask mandate
Policy created tension
between public health
advocates and anti-
maskers. CALIFORNLA, B3

Outery at
site of Floyd
memorial

Activists put up new
barriers to replace
those the city removed
at Minneapolis inter-
section where murder
ocourred, NATION, AS

First-round

exit for Lakers
Anthony Davis tries to
play injured but can't
as Suns eliminate the
defending champs in
six games, SFORTS, B10

Weather
Clouds dissipate.
LA Ba.sm TEIB2.

BUSINESS INSIDE:

A dental swab test for cats has David Lazarus scratching his head. A8
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Afghan war takes a brutal turn

As departing U.S. forces
reduce airstrikes, Taliban
moves loward urban areas

BY SUSANNAH GEORGE

NAWA, AFGHANISTAN — The fight be-
tween Afghan government troops and
the Taliban is entering a more hrotal
phase as a reduction in airstrikes against
the militants by withdrawing 1.8, forees
has largely shifted combat to srowmd
engagements, ny on the edges of
densely  populated urban areas afver
some recent Taliban advances.

T clear pockets of this district, just a
fesww houndred vards from the edge of
Helmand's provincial capital, Afghan
government forces under Gen. Sami
Sadat mwwed honse bo house last month
through tightly packed neighborhonds,
often on foot, as Afghan aireraft carried
out waves of heavy strikes.

SEE AFGHANISTAN ON AL2

TOP: Afghan troops prepare to recelve Gen. Sami Sadat last month at an oopost

near Helmand's provinelal capital, Lashkar Gah. ABOVE: Tn Nawa, a wWoman

called Tajblb listens to explosions near the home she shares with extended family.

Biden hints at
a tax concession

CORPORATE RATE HIKE COULD BE OFF TABLE

Preside

seeks o revive Le

1wus infrastructure lalks

BY SEUNG Min Kinm
Anm TonNy Romm

President Biden signaled at a
private meeting on Wednesday
that he would be open to signifi-
cant revisions on the size of
infrastructure package and how
it would be paid for in order to
win Republican support, outlin-
ing a plan for about $1 trillion in
new spending finanred through
tax changes that do not appear to
raise the top corporate rate,

While Biden has not aban-
doned his call for these tax
increases as part of his broader
agenda, the moves are still a
potential new  concession  in
stalled talks owver funding to
improve the country’s roads,
bridges, pipes and ports.

At issue is the component of
Biden’s original infrastrocture
plan that would raise the corpo-
rate tax rate from 21 percent to

28 percent, unwinding the tax
cuts the GOP adopted in 2017
Republicans have described this
change as a political nonstarter
as they seek to protect one of
their accomplishments under
former president Donald Trump.

In his meeting with the GOPs
top negotiator, Sen. Shelley
Moore Capito (WNa), Biden
raised the possibility he counld
take the proposed rate increase
off the table in an attempt to
broker a compromise, according
to a person familiar with the
talks who spoke on the condition
of anonymity to describe them.
The mt still imtends  to
k the tax increase, the source
said, meaning the White House
could pursue the policy outside
of the infrastructure debate — or

SEE INFRASTRUCTURE 0N As

Cracked bridge: Fixing span in
Memphis may take two months, A4

I'BI investigaling De]()\
about past fundrais sing

BY MATT ZAPOTOSKY
AND JAacOR BOGAGE

The FBI is investigating Post
master General Louis DeJoy in
connection with campaign fund-
raising activity involving his for-
according to peo-
with the matter and a
spokesman for Deloy.

FBI agents in recent weeks
interviewed current and former
emplovees of DeJoy and the busi-
ness, asking questions ahowt po-
litical comtributions and compa-
ny activities, these people said.
Prosecutors also issued a subpoe-
na to DeJoy himself for informa-
thon, one of the people said.

That person, like others, spoke
on the condition of anonymity to
describe an ongoing and polit-
cally sensitive investigation.

Mark Corallo, a DeJoy spokes-
man, confirmed the investigation
in a statement but insisted Deloy
had not knowingly violated any
Lawvs.

“Mr. Dedoy has learned that the
Department of Justice is investi-
gating campaign contributions
made by employvees who worked
for him when he was in the
private sector” Corallo said. “He
has abways heen scrupulous in his
adherence to the campaign con-
tribution  laws and has never

SEE DEJOY ON A9

Lab-leak theory cas

. focus
on star Chinese researchers

#E0T

Now-silent “Bat Woman,”
adventurer scientist have
faced criticisms on safety

EY Eva Dou AND LiLy Kuo

In the video, the researchers
seale the covern wall, their head
lamps ghostly blue.

“If our skin is exposed, it can
easily come in contact with bat
excrement and contaminated
matber, which means this
risky," says Tian Junk
bat hunters.

“We haw live for several days
in the cave." he continues, as the
soundtrack amps up the drama.
“There's no cellphone signal, no
supplies, It's truly scary”

e video was released by na-
tional science authorities and Chi
nese state broadeaster OCTV on
Dec. 10, 2019, and circulated on

social media. Its a high-guality

production, designed to promote

China®% world-leading viral re-
Al

cents began tul
hospitals with mysteriouns respira-
tory ailments, it also offers a rare
glimpse of field conditions on the
eve of the pandemic.

Tian and his team from the
Wuhan Center for Disease Control
and Prevention are filmed catch-
ing horseshoe and pipistrelle bats
and collecting samples of guano,
in search of new bat-borne dis-
eases and the basis of new vac-
cines. Tian talks about the need
for caution. “It is while discover-
ing new viruses that we are most
at risk of infection” he says,
though he is shown handling sam-
ple vials without wearing full pro-
tective gear.

The video is perhaps even more
SEEVIRUS ON Al4

Going global: U.S. details plan
to send vaccine doses abroad, A13

A vrowd gathers at George Floyd Sqguare i
Lo renpen the inlersection.

The city is wo

dge Floyd Square reopening to traffic

Minneapolis, where crews starved removing barricades
ing with a local group Lo move the memorial. Story, AS

A Tubman

20 remains
far off. despite
Biden’s pledge

BY ANNIE LINSKEY

President Biden's White House
basked in praise from allies in its
early days when it pledged to look
for ways to “speed up” the process
of putting abolitionist Harriet
Tabman on the front of the
#20 bill, replacing President An-
drew Jackson. who owned en-
slaved people and forcibly relocat-
ed Native Americans,

But four months after taking
office, there is little evidence that
the administration has taken any
steps to accelerate the scheduole
set out years ago by a small agency
within the Treasury Department.

Despite the growing national
push to honor the contributions of
women and people of color — and
Bidens personal promise to do so
— Tubman is still not set to appear

SEE TUBMAN ON A3
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ley dies at 87 The trial lawver
defended (),). Simpson, Patty Hearst and
other famous and infamous clients. B6

ged election o * A consultant to the
GOP sought Proud Bm-. to fill out a crowd
protesting the 2020 vote in Nevada, A3
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Anunusnal majority of
Trump nominees and
liberals on the Suprems
Court restricted the
scope of a federal anti-
hacking law. Az

A sharp rise in
imigrants crossing the

T ~Mexieo border in
remote desert areas has
officials worrbed about
an especially deadly
summer. A6
Anappellate court in
Wisconsin ruled that a
child sex-trafficking vie-
tim charged with killing
her alby T may use alaw
imtended to help traffick-
ing victims accused of
crimes. Ad

Facebook plans to an-
nounce that it will no

longer automatically
give politicians a pass
when they break the

amultibillion-dollar bet
on the return of luxury
anad business travel, bay-
ing 15 ultrafast jets from
start-up Boom Super-
somic. A8

THE WORLD

In Peru’s presidential
election, a rural school-
teacher has challenged a
political dynasty. Ad
Family members and
1.8, officials pressed

Myanmar vo release de-
tained American jour-
nalist Danny Fenster. A1l

THE ECONOMY
Federal bOrs are
looking to make ithard-
er for companies to trap
consumers in monthly
subscriptions. Al

The Biden administra-
tiom is expanding a
Trump-era order that
banned LS. investment
in Chinese firms it
said support China's mil-
itary. a8

THE REGION

Federal prosecutors
want defendants in the
E‘ap tod breach Lo cover
some of the $1.5 million
in repaircosts as a condi
tiom in plea offers. B

A uniomn said the
National Zoo's police

INSIDE

Foree is woefully under-
staffed. The oo disputed
the claim. B1
Coronavirus retief
funding has helped six
Virginia tribes begin to
reverse disparities in
health, education and
housing. B

An educational haven
for Black children in Vi
ginia during segregation
has been included in this
wyiear's list of most endan-
gered historic places in
the United Staves. Bl
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WEEKEND

Back to the

reel world

Theaters raturn, with some
concessions — plus 12
films Hollywood hopes will
draw moviegoers,

STYLE

UNC donor resisted
Journalist's tenure
He questioned the
accuracy of her Pulitzer-
winning project an
slavery's impact. C1

city's sprawling charter
sector has been nomi
nated to serve as the DUC,
state superintendent of
education. is
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$120

Martha Argerich, alos
80, mantiene intacta

su potencia mitica

Lejos de exhibir solo resabios de un pasado

glorioso, la pianista mantiene ¢l asombiro con
presentaciones online: trayectoria y misterio
deuna leyendade la alta cultura. Espectaculos

UN ARREPENTIDO

DE HOPE FUNDS

sociedad

simuldun préstamo millonario para
blanquear fondos. Pagina 22

COMPLICO AL DUENO

Unabuogado que asesoro a Blaksley durante
mifs deuna décadadijo que el empresario

RACING Y COLON, DOS
QUE SE CONOCEN PARA
UNA FINAL ATIPICA

deportes

Hoy, en San Juan, cierran la Copa de la Liga; se
enfrentaron hace un mesy medio en un partido
decisivo para la Academia; los santafesinos
buscan un titulo historico, Pigina g

LA NACION
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EE.UU. confirmo que donara
vacunas a la Argentina,
pero no preciso la cantidad

covip. El Gobierno tiene expectativas moderadas sobre el volumen que recibira el pais

El gobierno de Estados Unidos con-
firmd ayer que enviard vacunasa la
Argentina a través del mecanismo
Cowax, como parte de una donacion
avarias naciones de América Latina
y el Caribe. La administracion de Joe
Biden no precisd la cantidad exacta
que recibira la Argenting; tampoco
sl enviard dosis de Pfizer/BioNTech,

Maoderna o Johnson & Johnson.

La Casa Blanca confirmd en un
comunicado que la Argentina esta-
ri entre los paises beneficiados que
recibiran seis millones de dosis de
un lote inicial de 25 millones desti-
nadoaestaregion, Africa, el sudeste
asidticoy Medio Oriente.

En la Casa Rosada recibieron la

Bienes
Personales:
paso a julio
y alcanzara
amas gente

AFIP. Postergaron la
presentacion; no se
actualizé el monto exento

cnnﬁmdﬂgdelﬂsﬂd&mdmd Unidos Cafieroatacdala

con expectativas moderadas.

En el Gobierno advirtieron que oposicidn por las criticas Carlos Manzoni

el pais compartird un lote de seis Sustave Ybarra LA RACION

millones de vacunas con otros paf- Pagina4 La AFIP postergd para la segun-
sesde América Latina. Lasrecibira, . da quincena de julio los venci-
ademds, deformaindirecta através Bajan los contagios, pero mientos de la presentacién de
delainiciativainternacional Covax, 0 CcOMO se esperaba las declaraciones juradas y del
Pagina2 Pigina 6 pago de Bienes Personales y de

La seleccié, COonmas
vértigo que fiithol

deportes— Tuvo sus mejores pasajes en el segundo tiempo, pero el arquero Claudio Bravo fue la figura, con
varias atajadas ante Lionel Messi. En Santiago del Estero, la Argentina iguald con Chile 1-1 (Messi marca de
penal) en la reanudacion de las eliminatorias. El martes proximo, frente a Colombia, en Barranquilla.
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Ganancias.

En el caso de Bienes Persona-
les no hubo una actualizacién
del moento del patrimonio a
partir del cual se aplica el gra-
vamen, por lo que mas gente
serd alcanzada por el tributo.
Contimiaen la pagina 18

Las empresas
pagardan mds
Ganancias por
la nueva ley

Asi lo advierten los
tributaristas, frente a lo
que sostiene el oficialismo

Tras la sancion en el Congreso de
laley quecambia lasalicuotas del
impuesto a las ganancias de las
empresas, tributaristasalertaron
sobre que la presion impositiva
crecerd, a pesar deque el Gobier-
nosostiene quemenos firmas pa-
gardn gracias a su iniciativa.
Varlas cAmarasempresariales
—entreellas, AEAy la ULA-habian
cuestionado el proyecto final-
mente aprobado. Paginals

Kicillof habilita a votar a mas extranjeros

ELECCIONES. Ese padron crecié 24,5% para el préximo turno legislativo

En plenoafio electoral, la provincia
de Buenos Aires amplié su padrdn
de extranjeros habilitados para vo-
tar, con un 24,5% de incorporacio-
nies que se sumaron al listado por
una actualizacidn dispuesta por el
gobiernode Axel Kicillof.

La ministra de Gobierno bonae-
rense, Teresa Garcia, argumento
que “habia muchas quejas de gen-
te que no estaba en el padrén”, En
la gobernacion provincial negaron
que existiera una especulacidn de-
tras de la medida.

En las elecciones generales de
2019, Kicillof se impuso en las me-
sas de extranjeros. Le sacd més de

EL ESCENARIO
El oficialismo
lanza el plan "no
rompan nada”

ADN. Logran
descifrar todo
el genoma
humano

60.000votos deventajaa Maria Eu- Claudio Jacquelin . )
genia Vidal, entonces LA KACION Se lo secuencia integro
y candidata de Juntos por el Cam- Phginals por primera vez. Es otro

bio. Pagina 16
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Ap6s pressao direta de Bolsonaro,
Exército livra Pazuello de punicao

Para evitar crise, Forca aceita desculpas de ex-ministro por participar de forma irregular de ato politico com o presidente
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uUm dia apﬁs discurso na TV, Bolsonaro passeia de moto e

provoca aglomeracao em GOIids repodugss/Facebook

Em video, ex-assessor
descreve o ‘gabinete
paralelo’ da pandemia

Apontado como idealiza-
dor do chamado “gabine-
€ ASSessora
o governo federal no com-
bate a pandemia, o ex-asses-
sor da Presidéncia Archur
‘Weintraub estimou em 300
0 niumero de pessoas acon-
selhando Jair Bolsonaro so-

te paralelo”™

bre a hidroxicloroguina.

Detalhes dessa estrutura,
4 margem do Ministério da
Saiide, sio descritos em li-
ves realizadas entre Wein-
traub e o anestesista Lu-
ciano Dias Azevedo, infor-
ma Fdbio Zanini. Azevedo
explica que foi Weintraub
quem criou o grupo, que
nao é chamado por eles de

“gabinete paralelo”.

“Eu quero te agradecer
[Arthur], muito obrigado
por essa jornada, de dias
e noites gue conversamos
tanto, estudamos tanto jun-
tos, discutimos tanta coisa.
Vood comegou isso ld no co-
me¢o de marco [de 2020],
pedindo para juntar gente
para estudar [tratamento
precoce]”’, afirma o médi-
co Azevedo.

A existéncia de um “ga-
binete paralelo”, que acon-
selharia Bolsonaro sobre o
uso de drogas como hidro-
xicloroquina, azitromicina
e ivermectina, € uma das
principais linhas de inves-
tigacio da CPI da Covid no
Senado. Poder Ao

EUA anunciam 6 mi de doses
para a América Latina munaoan

Imunizacao
contra outras
doencas cai
durante crise

Aemergéncia da Covid-19
derrubou a cobertura va-
cinal no Brasil, pelo temor
de buscar a imunizacio,
aumentando ainda mais
o risco de novos surtos,
relata Claudia Collucci.

Andlise do Instituto de
Estudos para Politicas de
Saide mostra que menos
dametade do pais atingiua
metaestabelecida parano-
we vacinas. Sadde Bl

Tatiana Prazeres
Entender a China
sem o partido nao
€ possivel mundoanz

ATMOSFERA

Sdc Paulo hoje
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Risco de Covid em
SP cresce por idade,
e ndo comorbidade
Sanide B2

Araraquara vive
a sombra de um
novo lockdown
Sanide B3

Suspeito de matar
gays em Curitiba
nega crime de 6dio

Cotidiano B&

Ricardo Nunes
nomeia ex de Covas
para cargo em SP

Cotidiano B6

Apds Jair Bolsonaro pressi-
onar diretamente o coman-
dante do Exército, Paulo Sér-
gilo Nogueira, a Forga deci-
in poupar Eduardo Pazuel-
lo de punicio por participar
de avoem favor do presiden-
te no domingo retrasado.
A decisio de acatar os ar-
gumentos do ex-ministro da
Sanide, general da ativa, foi
romada na tarde de ontem.

Igor Gielow
Forga se rende ao presidente e escancara
as porteiras a anarquia militar roderas

Pazuello negou cardter po-
litico de sua manifestacao.

Na semana passada, Bolso-
naro havia dito a Paulo Sér-
gio que gueria ver o aliado
isento de quaisquer sangoes.

Peloregimento disciplinar
do Exército, o ex-ministro
poderia receber desde uma
adverténcia oral até prisao
em quartel pelo seu gesto,
passando por repreensies.

O Alto-Comando do Exér-
cito queria pena a Pazuello,
mas concordou com a deci-
sfio do comandante.

Pesou em favor dela o te-
mor de renovada crise mili-
tar dois meses apds a troca
daciipula fardada. Favordvel
& punicio, o vice Hamilton
Mourao disse gue nao co-
mentaria por uma questio
de -dl'SCipEa i.nneletf:umal".

Reinaldo Azevedo

Parlamentares e militares
criticaram a decisao. Bolso-
naro nAoc a citou, mas afir-
mou que situacdes analo-
£as sdo comuns no Exército.,

Ha preocupacio de que o
episddio estimule insubor-
dinagio nas Forgas e em po-
licias militares, que registra-
ram casos apoio a posiches
do presidente nos atos do sa-
bado passado. poderasans

Generais podem ter sido contra, mas
apoiaram decisdo pusildnime poderas

it ercles Mioraes |/ Rewters

PREDIO DESABA EM AREA DE MILICIAS NO RIO, MATANDO PAI E FILHA

Um homem de 30 anos e sua filha de 2 morreram apés uma construgao irregular ruir na comunidade de Rio das Pedras, na
zona oeste; um principio de incéndio foi controlado, e outras quatro pessoas foram resgatadas com vida cotidiano B4

Vacinagio no Brasil
% da populacis vacinada®

% dose 14 dose
Brasil 14,1 a8y
—-—— @ @000
MS hra 1,8
RS 17 36,0
ES 143 347

Cobertura da primeira dose®

Total de doses.

aplicadas 22,7 mi A7,7 i
Lok 14 5.8 mi 12 mi
MG 24 mi 4.9 mi
3 BA 1,8 mi 35 mi
Numeros da pandemia
Cagos Obitos
Total 16, Bmi 4658 mil
3 fun** £5.7 mil LB62
Variagho®™™  -0,4% 5.5%
Em24h &34 mil 2062
Estigios
. acelerado ‘
el ]

Dades das 208 de 3 jun *Acima de 18
anas *=hiddin ravel da 7 dias *Em
relagha a 14 dias

Iustrada B10

Streaming com cor local

Achegada e a expansdo de novos servigos aumentarama
demanda por contetido nacional e fizeram crescer o mer
cado de produgao para grandes plataformas. Produtores
nao revelam nimeros, mas comemaoram nao terem de de-
pender de dinheiro piblico e ainda ampliarem atuagio.

Fec Al1S8

Europa protege mais
dados de usuarios
do WhatsApp do
que Brasil e India

Esporte B9

Copa Ameérica tera
abertura ermn Brasilia,
e final sera o unico
jogo no Maracana

Esporte BS

Esquecidos da Olimpiada

Excluidos dos grupos prioritdrios de imunizacio no Ja-
Pao e sem saber se a vacina vird a tempo, voluntiarios re-
crutados para os Jogos de Téquio-zozo enfrentam temor
e falta de informacgao sobre as condigoes de trabalho que
terfio. De 8o mil selecionados, 10 mil ja teriam desistido.

EDITORIAIS A2

Sem tempo a perder

Sobre antincios de vacina-
¢iode Bolsonaro e Doria.

Todos contra Bibi

Acerca de coalizdo oposici-
onista precaria em Israel.

Desempregados
ha mais de dois
anos sio recorde

A pandemia atingiu um
mercado ja em crise e ho-
je quase 3,5 milhdes de
pessoas buscam vagas ha
dois anos oumais. Eopon-
to mais alto do desempre-
godelonga duraciao na sé-
rie histdrica do IBGE, ini-
ciadaem 2012, MercadoAl4

Sebrae engorda
caixa, mas negoécios
relatam dificuldade

Aplicagdes do Sebrae, 6=
gio do Sistema S para mi-
Cro e pequenas empresas,
atingiram R$ 5 bilhdes na
pandemia. Microempreen-
dedores, porém, relatam
dificuldade com emprés-
timos. A entidade nega fal-
ta de crédito. Mercado a1s
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Incumplié el acuerdo extrajudicial al que habia llegado con Tributacion

Juez autorizo a la SET a ejecutar
deuda de USD 12 millones de RGD

El Fisco espera ahora el levantamiento del embargo que pesa sobre los bienes del
dirigente luqueiio. El magistrado dictoé que Hacienda puede incluso recurrir al remate.

PhGINA 12

Paraguay sera . ———
beneficiado con | . : Alhnoja
vacunas donadas N, vV

por los EEUU ™ = < g-oonSIgue

PAGINASD | (==

o SN S S TS valioso
Asaltos no cesan, Jif A I
pese a nuevo plan W
de seguridad de
la Policia Nacional
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n Israel, Netanyanou

se souvient
en silence eaces

EXECUTIF
Réformes: Macron
tate le terrain
apres la crise

et avant 2022 pases

EDUCATION
Un mois de juin
perdu pour

les lycéens paceio

JAPON

Un effondrement
des naissances
attendu

cette annee race o
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Festival

de Cannes:

une sélection
plethorique raceao
MECENAT

La famille Dassault
s'investit dans

la sauvegarde
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/) - La Fédération
France
victimes :

35 anneées sur
tous les fronts
= Les tribunes
d'Olivier
Babeau,

de Philippe
Bruneau,
Bemard
Monassier et
Jéréme Turot

» Le bloc-notes
dIvan Rioufol

Re'leocnses a la question

Affaire Mila : faut-il
interdire Ia.non_vmat sur
les réseaux sociaux 7

JL NON
82% 18%
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Faut-il un numeéro unigque
pour gérer les urgences 7

FABEN CLAIREFOND - MENAHEM
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ROMAIN LONGIERAS, HANS LUCAS

seul contre tous

Une coalition hétéroclite, disposant d’'une seule voix de majorité
a la Knesset, espére déloger le premier ministre. Mais aprés douze ans
de pouvoir ininterrompu, celui-ci n’a pas encore dit son dernier mot.

Naftali
Bennett, chef de Yamina, un
MCAIVEment pm—co]nns. Sera
pendant
deux ans avant de céder sa pla-
ce 4 Lapid, qui détiendra, en

Yair Lapid, chef de file des
<« gnti- Bibi s le surnom de
Benyamin Netanyahou - a an-
noncé un accord de coalition
en Isragl une demi-heure
avant la fin du délal légal, mer

- NAFTALI BENMETT, UN TACTICIEN DE LA DROITE RADICALE QUI REVE D'EVINCER BENY AMIN NETANY AHOU

credi a minuit, Ce centriste est
parvenu a former une majorité
hétéroclite et trés étraite avec
huit partis n"ayant en commun
que leur hostilité fonciere a
Netanyahouw. Sila Knesset va

lide I'arrangement,

premier  ministre

< LE COMBAT DESESPERE DU « ROI BIEI » POUR SAUVER SON TROME PAGES 2, 4 ET L'EDITORIAL

Une défaillance « rare et gravissime » chez Orange a empécheé I"accés aux 15, 17, 18 et 112 mercredi soir. Quatre personnes,
dans le Morbihan, en Vendée et i La Réunion, sont décédées. Le parquet de Vannes ouvre une enquéte. PAGE 8

éros d’'urgence:
‘panne géante

B3 EDITORIAL per pritiope cate pocicicrigmross
La téte de « Bibi »

Is 5"y sont mis & huit — huit partis aux
convictions opposées el aux soutiens
clairsemeés - pour tenter de déboulonner
la statue de Benyamin Netanyahou qui
diomine depuis un quart de siecle la scéne
politique isradlienne. Seul ce premier ministre
détenteur du record de bongévitd pouvail ras-
sembler (mais contre lui) une si improbable
= coalition du changement =, déja surnom-
mée plus a propos « TSE =, pour « tout sauf
Bibsl =, Apres quatre élections infructiueisss en
moins de deux ans, 1'Etat hébreu n'a pas fait
un saut de géant vers la stabilité politique en
confiant son destin & un front du refus qui
s'étend de la droite religieuse & la gauche pacl
fiste en passant par un parti arabe slamiste...
Netanyahou, c’est de bonne guerre, crie a
= I"armague du siécle =, Poursuivi au pénal dans
trois affaires d’escroquerie, il joue sa peau et
compte la vendre cher. L'alliance de ses enne
mis ne tient qu'i une voix de majorité : il fera
feu de tout bois pour « retourner » quekues-
uns des « traitres =, Le Likoud, qutil dirige,
reste le premier parti 4 la Knesset, maitre du
calendrier parlementaire. Autant dire qu’il est
encore un peu it pour enterrer « Bibi =,
Mais la guerre des chefs illustre les travers

dont ne parvient phas & sortir le systéme poli-
tique isradlien. Naftali Bennett, pressenti
pour devenir le premier juif religieux a diri-
ger le pays, a été un proche de Netanyahou
avant de se dresser contre lui, comme plu-
sieurs des nouveaux ligués. L'addition de
letirs ranceeirs ne fera pas une politigue : le
mieux qu'elle puisse produire, en dehors
d’un changement de téte, est le maintien du
statu quo sur tous kes enjeux d'avenir en

.. Isragl, notamment la
Israel question palestinien-
en pruie ne. Chaque membre

de la coalition a re-
alaguerre  noncea son idéologie
dE‘S CthS pour se payer la téte

de « Bibi ».

Pendant vingt-cing ans, dont quinze au pou-
voir, Netanyahou a occupé presque tout 'es-
pace. Il a fait faire un bond économigue spec
taculaire & la « nation start-up =, sans
toutefois la sortir d'une impasse sécuritaire
qui lui impose de guerrover deux fois par dé
cennie conltre ses voisins. La disparition du
« rod Bibl » pourrait certes créer un trou
d’air, mais la moitié du pavs que son régne
crouffe semble préte a prendre le risque., B

attendant, le portefenille des
Affaires érangéres. Mais la
bataille n'est pas achevée :
Netanvahou garde quelques
cartes pour essaver de briser
le front forme contre lui.

Déficit public:
I’Etat contraint
de trouver des

)
I economies
BE
Les mesures de soutien &
I"économie mises en place
pour affronter la crise sani-
taire ont profondément déteé-
J . rioré les comptes de la Fran-
ce. Le gouvernement s'est
engage a ramener le deéficit
public sous la barre des 3%
du FIE, sans augmenter les
impdts, en 2027, Pour v par
venir, il devra trouver plus de
60 milliards d'eurcs d'éco-
nomies. Retraites, fonction
publique, santé, subventions,
chimage.. L'ancien magis
trat & la Cour des comptes
Frangois Ecalle propose dix
pistes  pour réduire  les
dépenses. PAGES RET 3
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No 10 tightens borders and travel
rules as variants spark new alarm

Data suggests higher risk
of serious illness amid
rapid spread in schools

Peter Walker
Nicola Davis
Ian Sample

Ministers acted to tighten Britain’s
borders last night as new data
suggested the Delta variant was much
mare likely to cause serious illness

Tories urge
rethink on
catchup
for schools

Peter Walker
Sally Weale
Jessica Elgot

Furious Conservative MPs have pri-
vately demanded a rethink of the
watered down recovery plan for
schools in England after the gov
ernment’s education catchup chief
resigned over the proposals.

A group of Tories met yesterday
with the MF Alex Burghart, Boris
Iohnson's parliamentary private sec-
retary, and the education ministers
Nick Gibb and Vicky Ford. Sources
said the MPs made clear they thought
the proposal was inadequate.

Burghart assured MPs that more
money would be made available. “He
was told there has been abig mess-up
over the last few days for noreason,”
one source said.

The government announcement of
a£1.4bncatchup fund for pupils® edu-
cation in England was thrown into
chaos on Wednesday by the resigna-
tion of the recovery chief, Sir Kevan

Collins. He said the offer oe
- the equivalent of only

610_u4877

and was circulating more rapidly
within schools.

With the June 21 reopening in the
balance, the government removed
Portugal from the green list of
countries and added seven more
countries to the red list - decisions
that provoked fury within the travel
industry and left many holidaymak-
ersin limbo.

Partugal, including Madeira and
the Azores, were the only main-
stream tourist destination to which
Britons could travel without having
toquarantine. On Tuesday, they will

On a limb
Royal Ballet
prepare for
tonight’s
premiere

be moved tothe amber list - meaning
travellers will have to self-isolate for
10 days on their return.

Grant .‘-;happh', thet ransport secre=
tary, said that as well as rising Covid
test positivity ratesin Portugal, what
he called a “difficult decision” hinged
on worries about variants, particu-
larly a possible additional mutation
of the Delta variant.

Data from Public Health England
released last night hasshown that the
Delta variant, first detected in India,
isdominant in the UK, now account-
ing for 75% of cases, It also indicated

‘We just don’t know
about the mutation,

orwant torisk it’

Grant Shapps
Transport secretary

that the variant was significantly
more likely to cause serious illness
than the Alpha variant of Covid,
whichhasbeen dominant acrossthe
UK since being first detected in Kent

DO TGO TLAOLETHED INTALOE “HAVED 0L

in the autumn. While the PHE team
stressed more research was needed,
an analysis of 38,805 sequenced
cases in England showed the Delta
variant carried a 2.61 greater risk of
hospitalisation within 14 days com-
pared with the Alpha variant, once
demographic factors and vaccination
status were taken into account.

Data from Scotland pointed to a
more than twofald higher risk of hos-
pitalisation for those infected with
the Delta variant compared with the
Alpha.

The new PHE data also

Microsoft
arm paid

no taxon
£222bn

Rupert Neate
Wealth correspondent

Anlrish subsidiary of Microsoft made
a profit of $315bn (£222bn) last year
but paid no corporation tax because
it is “resident™ for tax purposes in
Bermuda. The profit generated by
Microsoft Round Island Oneis equal
to nearly three-quarters of Ireland's
entire annual GDP - even though it
has zero employees,

The subsidiary, which collects
licence fees for use of copyrighted
Micrasoft software around the world,
recorded anannual profitof$314.7bn
in the year to June 2020, according
toaccounts filed at the Irish Compa-
nies Registration Office, up from just
under $10bnthe year before. Ireland’s

GDP for 2020 was €357bn
(843700, 00

AN



