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What’s
News

Business & Finance

xxon and Shell suf-

fered significant defeats
Wednesday as environmental
groups and activist investors
step up pressure on the oil
industry to address concerns
about cdimate change. Al, A6
+ Alphabet’s Google and
hospital chain HCA hawve
struck a deal to develop
healthcare algorithms us-
ing patient records. Al

#+ HSBC will stop se
mass-market individual cus-
tomers and smaller businesses.
in the U.S. amid a shift in focus
to wealth management and
international banking. B1

+ Amazon said it agreed
to acquire Hollywood stu-
dio MGM for $6.5 billion, a
deal the e-commerce giant
is betting can jump-start its
Prime Video platform. Bl, B2
4 The EU is close to open-
ing its first formal antitrust
investigation into Facebook,
ramping up its enforcement
owver big tech firms. B1

+ Ford outlined a tech-
centric strategy to electrify
much of its wehicle lineup
sharply grow its commercial
truck and van business. B1

+ Federal in New
York have requested infor-

mation about Archegos from
banks across Wall Street. B3

# U.S. stocks rose, with
the Nasdaq, S&P 500 and
Dow adding 0.6%, 0.2% and
0.03%, respectively. B11

# Tesla said all data gen-
erated from cars it sold in
China will be stored in a

new data center there. B3

World-Wide

S

+ Biden ordered a U.S. in-
telligence inquiry into the
origins of Covid-19, follow-
ing renewed scrutiny of
the possibility that the
outbreak of the virus
might hawve started with a
laboratory leak in China. Al

# One year after the mowve-
ment to “defund"” law enforce-
ment began to upend munic-
ipal budgets, many ULS. cities
are restoring money to their
police departments or pro-
posing to spend more. Al, AS

4+ The CEOs of the six larg-
est U.S. banks drew fire from
both Republicans and Demo-
crats at a Senate hearing that
highlighted challenges facing
corporate leaders seeking to
navigate hot: issues. Ad

# The DOJ has told casino
mogul Steve Wynn to register
as a lobbyist in connection
with his 2017 efforts to obtain
adiplomatic fanvor long 5

by Chinese authorities. AG
# Bayer said it would ewval-
uate whether to continue
using the active ingredient
in its Roundup weedkiller in
the residential U.S. market
after a setback in court. A3

+ The Pentagon is expected
to move the only aircraft car-
rier based in the Asia-Pacific
region toward the Mideast to
support the withdrawal of US.
troops from Afghanistan. A2
# Biden is expected to
nominate veteran diplomat
and Wall Street executive
Thomas Nides to become the
next ambassador to Israel
and L-A. Mayor Eric Garcetti
as ambassador o India. A12
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ng 8 at Rail Yard

SECURED: Law-enforcement officers move through the Valley Transportation Alrlhorit':r ’
light-rail facility in San Jose, Calif. on Wednesday after an employee shot and killed at least
eight people. Authorities said the shooter died in an apparent suicide. AZ

A Grand Plan to Vaccinate
The World Unravels

Multibillion-dollar program meant to protect poor countries from virus

This spring, American epidemiologist Seth
Berkley had to break some bad news to the
world’s poorest countries: millions of
Covid-19 vaccine doses promised to them

weren't coming.

plier in India, where Covid-19 cases were

surging, suddenly weren't coming through.
Tens of millions of hospital workers who

had received one dose were unexpectedly no

longer scheduled for a second. The prospecis

By Gabriele Steinhauser,
Drew Hinshaw
and Betsy McoKay

for quickly inoculating other front-line work-
ers and vulnerable people were fading fast.

The Covax program, conceived in early
2020 as a kind of Operation Warp Speed for

The nations were counting on getting shots
from Covax—a multibillion-dollar program to

immunize the world, led by Dr. Berkley and

championed by the World Health Organiza-
tion. But shipments from Covax's main sup-

the globe, was supposed to be a model for
how to vaccinate humanity, starting with
those who needed it the most. The plan was

Please turnto page AILT

* WHO delays decision on Sinovac vaccine . AlD

Exxon,

Shell

Suffer Defeats
On Climate

Qil companies lose
pair of battles in sign
of threat posed by
activists and investors

By Saran MocFARLANE
AN CHRISTOPHER M. MATTHEWS

Exxon Mobil Corp. and Royal
Dutch Shell PLC suffered signif-
icant defeats Wednesday as en-
wvironmental groups and activist
imvestors step up pressure on
the oil industry to address con-
cerns about climate change,

In a first-of-its-kind ruling,
a Dutch court found that Shell
is partially responsible for cli-
mate change and ordered the
company to sharply reduce its
carbon emissions. Hours later
in the U.S., an activist investor
won at least two seats on
Exxon's board, a development
that will likely reguire the oil
giant to alter its fossil-fuel fo-
cused strategy.

The back-to-back decisions
demonstrated how dramati-
cally the landscape is shifting
for oil-and-gas companies as
they face increasing pressure
from environmentalists, inves-
tors, lenders, politicians and
regulators to transition to
cleaner forms of energy.

“The events of today show
definitively that many leaders
in the oil-and-gas industry
have a tin ear and do not un-
derstand that society’s views
and the legal and political en-
wironment in which they oper-
ate are changing radically.”
said Amy Myers Jaffe, a pro-
fessor at Tufts University's
Fletcher School who has ad-
wvised energy companies.

Many oil companies have
begun adopting comprehen-
sive plans to reduce emissions,
and some, especially in Eu-

Please turn to page AG

# Vote at Exxon comes after a
costly proxy fight. ... A&

Biden Orders Inquiry
On Covid-19 Origins

By Micuaes R. Gorpon
Anp Arex LEamy

WASHINGTON—President
EBiden ordered a U.S. intell
Zence inguiry into the origins
of Covid-19, following renewed
scrutiny of the possibility that
the outbreak of the wirus
might have started with a lab-
oratory leak in China.

The White House has come
under pressure to carry out its
own investigation after China
told the World Health Organi-
zation that it considered Bei-
Jing’s part of the investigation
complete, calling for efforts to
trace the virus’'s origins to
shift into other countries.

Mr. Biden, who wants a re-
port within 90 days, said that
U.S. intelligence has focused
on two scenarios—whether
the coronavirus came from
human contact with an in-
fected animal or from a labo-

ratory accident. He said that
there is a divergence among
officials in the U.S. intelli-
gence community, or IC, on
how the wirus might hawve
emerged.

“While two elements in the
IC lean toward the former sce-
nario and one leans more to-
ward the latter—each with low
or moderate confidence —the
majority of elements do not
believe there is sufficient in-
formation to assess one to be
more ely than the other”
Mr. Biden said in a statement
Wednesday. He refrained from
outlining the positions of spe-
cific intelligence agencies,

The Wall Street Journal re-
ported Sunday on a previoushy
undisclosed U.5. intelligence
report that three researchers
from China's Wuhan Institute
of WVirology became sick
enough in November 2019 that

Please turn to page A0

Cities Reverse
Police Defunding
Amid Rising Crime

One year after the mowve-
ment to “defund” law enforce-
ment began to upend munici-
pal budgets, many American
cities are restoring money to
their police departments or
propesing to spend more.

By Zusha Elinson,
Dan Frosch
and Joshua Jamerson

In New York City, Mayor
Eill de Blasio said he would re-
instate $92 million for a new
precinct after scrapping the
project last summer. The
mayor of Baltimore, who led
efforts as a citv councilman to
cut the police budget by $22
million last yvear, recently pro-
posed a $27 million increase.

After attacks on  Asian-
Americans and a rise in homi-
cides in Oakland, Calif.,, city
lawmakers in April restored
$3.3 million of the $29 million
in police cuts, and the mayor
is now proposing to increase
the department’s budget by
24 million. Los Angeles’s
mayor has proposed an in-
crease of about S50 million af-
ter the city cut $150 million
from its police department
last year.

In the nation’'s 20 largest
local law-enforcement agen-
cies, city and county leaders
want funding increases for
nine of the 12 departments
where next year’s budgets al-
ready have been proposed. The

Please turn to page A8
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THE MIDDLE SEAT
Travelers are ready to
go, but the travel
ecosphere is playing
catch-up. a16

I/SCNG/2UMA PRESS

BUSINESS & FINANCE
Meme stocks like AMC
that set the market
abuzz earlier this year
are rallying again. B1

Housing Market Feels Squeeze

‘Packet sales” in which real-estate agents bypass the public
market, are rising, putting pressure on the housing supply. A3
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You’re in Florida. AU Your Stuff

Is on a Truck Somewhere.

* *

*

Moving spree and shortage of drivers

leave people wai

By Jesse NEwntan

Millions of Americans up
and mowved during the pan-
demic. For some, their stuff
didn’t follow.

Debora and Brian Roland
last month handed the con-
tents of their California home
o a moving company that
they said promised to meet
them at their new house in
Florida in six to 12 days.

Four weeks later, the Ro-
lands are living out of suit-
cases in an empty house,
which echoes when they walk
and talk. Friends and neigh-

ing for belongings

bors in their new hometown
have come to the rescue, lend-
ing them blankets, a folding
table and an unused home of-
fice up the street.

“We hawe nothing but two
dogs and an AeroBed,” said
Ms. Roland, referring to the
inflatable mattress on which
she and her husband are
sleeping.

The Rolands are making do.
The couple has scored a set of
bar stools at a consignment
store, and spent hundreds of
dollars replacing items such as
frying pans, vitamins and toi-

Please furn to page A4

Google,
HCA Set
Healthcare
Data Deal

By MeLame Evans

Alphabet Inc.’s Google and
national hospital chain HCA
Healthcare Inc. have struck a
deal to develop healthcare al-
gorithms using patient re-
cords, the latest foray by a
tech giant into the $3 trillion
healthcare sector.

HCA, which operates across
about 2,000 locations in 21
states, would consolidate and
store with Google data from
digital health records and in-
ternet-connected medical de-
vices wunder the multiyear
agreement. Google and HCA
engineers will work to develop
algorithms to help improve
operating efficiency, monitor
patients and guide doctors®
decisions, according to the
companies.

“Data are spun off of every
patient in real time,” said Jon-
athan Perlin, chief medical of-
ficer of HCA, which is based in
MNashville, Tenn. “Part of what
we're building is a central ner-
wous system to help interpret
the wvarious signals.”

The deal expands Google's
reach in healthcare, where the
recent shift to digital records
has created an explosion of
data and a new market for
technology giants and start-
ups. Data crunching offers the
opportunity to develop new
treatments and improve pa-
tient safety, but algorithm-de-
welopment deals between hos-

Please turn to page A2
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Fed at a crossroads

Bank should take heed of markets’
near Misses — MOHAMED EL-ERIAN, PAGE 9

Climate leaders

FT's first listing of Europe groups to
cut carbon emissions —speciaL REPORT

USA §2.50 Canada C53.00

Back to the high seas

Mo plain sailing as cruises navigate
stricter rules — erooOkE MASTERS, PAGE 15

Show of hands
Ex-aide turns
on Johnson

Boris johnson leaves Downing Street in
London yesterday as his former adviser
Domini: Commings appeared before a
hearing nto the UK government’s mis-
handling of the pamdemic.

In a marathon sesslon ghving evidence
to MPs in parlament, Cummings said
that the Eritish premierand his sendor
milndsters “fell disastrousky short of the
standards the public have a right to
expectina crisks like this®.

The former adviser, who quit in
Movember after falling out with John-
son, claimed that the prime minister
thought in early 2020 that coronavirus
wias "ascare story like swime fla”,
Reportpage
FT View page 15
Robert Shrimsley page 15

Climate pressufe rises on B
after setbacks for Shell and

Crwin ) Rascieoaray

ig Oil
Exxon

e Court tells Anglo-Dutch major to slash emissions e Investors press US producer for action

DEREK BROWER AMD ARJLI RAVAL
LONDON

Big 0l has sullered a cimate backlash
after a court ordered Royal Dutch Shell
o slash carbon emissions agaressively
and ExxonMobil shareholders backed
an scthvist investor that sald the super-
major faced “existential risk™ because of
s focusan fossil fuele

The twin moves come as global gov-
ernments accelerate plans to decarbon-
ise thelr eoonomies in pursuit of met-
mero goalsand Big Ol tries o navigate an
uncertain transition to cleaner fuels
despite the still robust demand for the
hucrative hydrocarbons they produce.

In the Netherlands, a district court in
The Hague ruled in favour of climate
campaigners challenging shell, saying
that the Anglo-Dutch oil producer

Battle for scarce workers
puts higher pay on menu

Busiresses reopening after lockdowns
are strugghing to hire staff quickdy, a
trand that threatens to raise wage
costs. The pressunes ane most evident
In the US, dafa suggest. with vacancles
surging and staff working long hours:
Im Europe unemployment has begun 1o
fall ralsing doubts over whether wages
will need to rise in order fo attract
workers. While pay pressures are real
I the US, some economists angue, thay
should prowve waaker in the surozans
Aralysis - PAGET

needed to lower its emissions by 435 per
cent by 20050 from 2009 levels, a much
Easter rate than the group had plnned.

On the other side of the Atlant
Exxon shareholders defied the com-
pany's management to elect at keast bwo
new board members proposed by
Engine No 1. a tiny hedge fund that
launched am activist campaign in
December.

I addition, a big majarity of Chevron
sharehalders voted for a resolution call-
ing om the US energy group to “substan
thally reduce”™ its scope 5 emissjons, or
th from the products that it pro-
duces, The company said that it would
“carefully consider™ the result.

campaigners hailed the day as a
breakthrough moment in the oil indus
try's history, as the urgency of the cli-

mate crisks arrived at the door of some of
the workd's biggest fossil fuel producers.

“This will be seen In retraspect as the
day when everything chamged for Big
il Il Andrew Loggan, head of ofl and
as al Ceres, which co-an
torclimate action.

“How the Industry choases to respond
o this clear signal will determinewhi
companies thrive through the coming
transition and which wither, dded.

Darren Woods, Exxon's chief execu-
tive, said that he had " heard from share-
holders about their desire to catalyse
changes . . . andwe are well pasithoned
o respond,

Analysts said that the Shell ruling
could s=t a precedent for slmilar cases
apainst the world's biggest corporate
pollaters, which may now face similar

e i mves-

business models.

programi
companies in the

Donald Pols

of Friends
of the Earth o will harve te
Metherlands bonisation plans™

brates what
describ
e tal
victory” outside
the Hague

court 'Fl'(l!'rdz'}'

Metherl
“amonumental
shell said th

5, de

today's disappointing court dedsion’

“Legally, economicall
the ruling is significant,” sald Thom
Wetzer, who leads the sustainable kaw
b Oacford university. “All

lawsuits and be forced toover haul their

¢ and socketally

energy industry and

all heavy emitters will be puton notice

elerate thelr decar-

The court ruling followed a legal cam-
i as padgn led by Milisud efensie, the Dutch
wing of Friends of the Earth. Donald
Pols, director of Friends of the Earth

ribed the decision as
l||'YI.
it would “appeal

Additional reporting by Myles McCormick

dned Jaastia feaconbs

Améioﬁ snaps lll.[) ]Elnies Bond m0v1es
with deal to buy MGM for $8.45bn

JAMES FOMTAMELLA-KEHAN
DAVELEE — SAN FRANCISCOD

HEW TORE

Amazon has agreed to buy MGM, the
filn studics belind the James Bond and
Rocky franchises, for $8.45bninckuding
debt, propelling media dealmaking this

pearto its highest kevel since the tarm of
the century, with move than $24.0bmn of
dealsannounced.

The ecommerce group's move, its
biggest in the media sector, follows
AT&T's decision this month to combine
warner Media with Discovery to createa
movies and television company with an
enterprise value of more than $130bn.
The combined group hopes to compete
with Disney, Netflix, Amazon and Apple
Im the streauming race,

The MGM deal is Amazon's largest
since the $13.7bn purchase of Whole
Foods in 2007, and the latest signal that

it 15 willing to spend hesvily on content
for its streaming services. This year the
eonpany signed anagresment for about
$1bn per year to stream US Natbonal
Football League games, ome of several
sporting rights acquisitions.

“The real financial value behind this
deal is the treasure trove of IF in the
deep catalogue that we plan bo reimag-
ine and develop together with MGMs
talented team,” Mike Hopkins, senjor
vice-president of Prime Videoand Ama-
zon Studios, sald yesterday. “It’s very
exciting and provides so many opportu-
nithes for high-quality storytelling.”

Amazon spent $11bn on content in
2030, up from $7.8bn the previous year,
as It redoubled its effort to attract and
retain people to its $119-a-year Prime
membershipscheme,

In a recent shareholder letter, chief
executive Jefl Beros sakd there were now

more than 200m Prime members. The
company also sakd 175m had watched its
streambing content in the past year.

The value of deals announced in the
media sector this year is the highest
since 2000 and up 640 per cent com-
pared with the same period of 2020,
acoording to data from Refinitiv.

The MEA spree has been driven by
broadcasters, entertainment companies
and tech groups that want to balk upon
content to atiract subscribers to thedr
streaming seTvices,

Apple and Comcast had also been
competing to buy MGN, which 1s con-
trolled by US hedge fund Anchorage
Capital and a consertium of finandal
Investors, according to people briefed
on the talks. Amazon prevailed because
it was prepared to pay about $5bn more
than Its closest competitor, theyadded.
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= Nissan in talks to build UK gigafactory
Missan is inadvanced talks withthe UK government
o bald a Battery gigafactory, part of a pest-Brexit
plan to make Britain the company’s largest ebectric-

car production huboutside Japan.— racEs
» IAEA head warns on Iran nuclear plans
The head of the UN'S nucl sar watchdog has warmed
theat Iran s enriching uraniom at levels that “onky
countries making bombs are reaching =, a situation
hesakd was “very conceming”.— FAGE &

= Ford aims for 40% electric sales by 2050
The Mic higan-based carmaker
bias sl d it will radse Its spending —
tomorethan $30bnonelectric g

wehicles, which will account for K .
40 percent of 1ts global sales in

niie years.— pack o

» Two E1bn deals buoy UK pharma sector
Eritain’s healthcare sector is busing with activity
after two L1bn deals. Ramsay has swooped for Spire,
whille bayout firm Cartyle snapped up Lomdon- Heted
inhaler specialist Vectura— PAcE &LEX, PASE 16

= Fonterra warns on global price of millc
The world's biggest dairy exporter has forecast that
pricesoould hit a record over the next year becasse
of surging Chinese demand, another sign of the
comepodities boom in agricultaral markets — pacEs

= T US banks volce caution over crypto
The chiefs of US banks Bofa, Citigroup and Wells
Fargo cxpressed cantion over crypéoourmenicics in
testimony released before scheduled appearances
before a Senatecommittee yesterday.— Pace &

= EU to open Facehool ads business probe
Brssels ks to open a formal iInvestigation Into
Faceboak salleged anti-competitiveness as it secks
toascertain whether the company s undermining
rivals in classified advertising.— PAGE 5 LEX, PAGE 14

Vaccine tipping point
Whean will the number of global
doses given hit Sbr?
Botare Soptember

There is no global
Conwid wacdnation
Terget However.
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6 70 4o & B0 -
(superforecaster % probabiliny predect when
predic fions, May 25 20210 that milesore

Soura: FUsIreFIsT by Good Judgment will b reached.

TIME TRAVELER OMNE




“All the MNews
That's Fit to Print™

Che New Hlork Eimes

Late Edition
Today, turning oul mostly sunny,
high 82. Tomight, partly cloudy,
cooler, low 53, Tomorrow, turning
cloudy, afternoon rain, much cooles,
high G67. Weather map, Page AZ20.

WVOL.CLXX ... Mo, 59,071

2021 The Mew York Times Company

NEW YORK, THURSDAY, MAY 27, 2021

£3.00

Law enforcement officers at the site of the shooting at the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority light-rail yard '-SanJose CallF.

Activists Win
Battle to Join
Exxon’s Board

By CLIFFORD KRAUSS
and PETER EAVIS

HOUSTON — Big Oil was dealt
a stunning defeat on Wednesday
when shareholders of Exxon Mo-
bil elected at least two board can-
didates nominated by activist in-
westors who pledged to steer the
company toward cleaner energy
and away from oil and gas,

The success of the campaign,
led by a tiny hedge fund against
the nation’s largest oil company,
could force the energy industry to
confront climate change and em-
baolden Wall Street investment
firms that are prioritizing the is-
sue. Analysts could not recall an-
other time that Exxon manage-
ment had lost a vote against com-
pany-picked directors.
his i= a landmark moment for
Exxon and for the industry,” said
Andrew Logan, a senior director
at Ceres, a nonprofit investor net-
work that pushes corporations to
take climate change seriously.
“How the industry chooses to re-
spond to this clear signal will de-
termine which companies thrive
through the Dunnng transition and
which wither™

The vote reveals the growing
power of giant Wall Street firms
that manage the 401(kys and
other investments of individuals
and businesses to press chiefl ex-
ecutives to pursue environmental
and social goals, Some of these
firms are run by executives who
say they see climate change as a
major threat to the economy and
the planet.

Exxon's top five sharcholders
include Vanguard, BlackRock and
Fidelity, large mutual fund compa-
nies, BlackRock, the world's larg-
est asset manager, and Exxon's
second-largest shareholder with a
6.7 percent stake, has cast itself as
a leader in efforts Lo reduce con
panies’ carbon dioxide emissions.
This year, BlackRock's chief exec-
utive, Laurence D. Fink, said that
the coronaviras pandemic had
“driven us to confront the global
threat of cllma(e change more

BlackFock backed three of four
dates nominated by the ac.
tivists, The vobe was not fully tab-
ulated at the end of Wednesday,
and there were still two seats un-
decided on the 12-person board.
Eight of the people EXXon™s man-
agement nominated won seats,
The wictory of the hedge fund
leading ¢ campaign, Engine
Continwed on Page ALS

Transit Worker Kills 8 at a Rail Yard in San Jose

This article is by Thomas Fuller,
Shurwers Hubiler and Kellen Browsving.

SAN JOSE, Calif. — A municipal
transit worker opened fire as the
Wednesday morning shift was
gathering for work at a San Jose
rail yard, killing eight people in
the fatest of the mass shootings
that have plagued the United
States this vear.

California law enforcement offi-
cials identified the gunman as
Samuel JTames Cassidy, 57, a main-
tenance worker who had been
with the Silicon Valley's regional
transit agency for at least a dec-
ade. The authorities said he ap-
peamrj w have killed himself ar
scene,

1t was unclear how many peo-
ple were wounded, but at least one
person was in critical condition at

Latest in String of Mass
Shootings in US.
This Year

a hospital, officials sakd.

The gunman was an employee
of the Santa Clara Valley Trans-
portation Awthority, which over-
sees bus, rail and paratransit
service for commuters, said Sgt.
Russell Dawvis, a spokesman for
the county sheriff's office. He did
mot identify the wictims or the
weapon used, or offer a possible

In an interview, Connie Wang,
58, Mr Cassidy= former girl-
friend, described him as someone

who was “not mentally stable™
Mayor Sam Liccardo of San Jose
said co-workers had “expressed
generalized concerns about his
mental health”

AL the rail vard, workers said,
panic erupted as word spread of
gunfire in two buildings. While
bomb squads searched for explo-
sives there, firefighters were re-
sponding to a blaze at Mr Cas-
sidy’s empty home, about eight
miles away.

Survivors of the shooting were
led to a separate building in the
municipal complex where some
were reunited with family mem-
hers, a scene that James Kost-
mayer, a local government em-
ployee, called “heartbreaking.”

“You could hear the screams
and cries of the families™ from the

Continued on Page A 16

PRESIDENT ORDERS

REPORT IN 90 DAYS
ON VIRUS ORIGINS

ULS. Agencies to Look Deeper at Theory of
Lethal Escape From Wuhan Lab

This article is by Michael D.
Shear, Julion E. Barnes, Carl Zim-
mer and Benjoamin Mueller.

WASHINGTON — President
Biden ordered U.S. imtelligence
agencies on Wednesday to inves-
tigate the origins of the coronavi
rus, indicating that his aadmini:
tration takes seriously the poss|
bility that the deadly virus was ac-
cbdenla]ly leaked from a lab, in
ion to the prevailing theory
mat it was transmitted by an ani-
mal to humans outside a lah.

In a statement, Mr. Biden made
it clear that the C.ILA. and other in-
telligence agencies had not ver
reached a consensus on how the
wirus, which prompted a pan-
demic and has killed almost
S00,000 Americans, originated in
China. He directed them to report
back to him in 90 days.

“I have now asked the intelli-
gence community to redouble
their efforts to collect and analyze
information that could bring us
closer o a definitive conclusion,™
the president sabd.

Mr Biden's statement, his most
public and expansive vet on the
question of how the virus spread
to humans, came as top health of-
ficials renew their appeals this

cism of a report from an interna-
ticnal team of experts convened
by the World Health Organization
that largely dismissed the possi-
bility that the virus had acciden-
tally escaped from a Chinese lab-
oratory called the Wuhan Insti-
tute of Virology.

Deep uncertainty  remains
about the origins of a virus that
spread o every part of the globe
over 17 months. The assessments
of scientists are largel -
changed: Many believe that a so-
called natural spillover from ani-
mal to human remains the most
plausible explanation. While 1.

intelligence agencies have col-

ed some new evidence, the ad-
ditional information is not enough
o allow them to draw definitive
conclusions about long-simmer-
ing theories regarding the lab in
the city of Wuhan, the center of the
outbreak.

But the president’s carefully
worded directive underscored a
new surge in interest about the
lab, which President Donald I
Trump and some of his top aides
repeatedly blamed for the pan-
demic, Some scientists atrributed
the renewed focus on the lab to Mr.
Trump's departure firom the Whire
House — and being less identified
with the theory — while others
=aid it reflected the deep frustra-
tions with the recent W.H.O. re-
port that was co-written by Chi-
nese scientists.

Avril D. Haines, the director of
national intelligence, has been
working with various intelligence
agencies, bringing together offi-
cials with divergent views to dis-
cuss them, to review the shifting
science and to push for additional
intelligence collection.

Still, Mr. Biden’s order was an
abrupt example of presidential in-
tervention in the cellection of raw

Continued on Page A6

The Wishan Institute uf\r’umlo-
v is part of the investigation.

Majibullah said his weapons against Taliban gunmen in Laghman Provi

A HLIVLEE

ce included a slingshaot.

Afghan Bases Fall to Taliban as U.S. Heads Out

By DAVID ZUCCH] (4]
and NAJIM RAHI
MEHTAR LAM, Afghanistan —
Ammunition was depleted inside
the bedragzled outposts in Lagh-
man Province. Food was scarce.
Some police officers hadn't been
paid in five months,

Then, just as American roops
began leaving the country in early
May, Taliban fighters besieged
seven rural Afghan military out-

Plunging Morale and a
Wave of Surrenders

posts acress the wheat fields and
onion patches of the provinee, in
eastern Afghanistan.

The insurgents enlisted village
elders to visit the outposts bear-
ing a message: Surrender or die.

By mid-month, security forces

had surrendered all seven out-
posts after extended negotiations,
according to wvillage elders. At
least 120 soldiers and police were
given safe passage to the govern-
ment-hekld provineial center in re-
turn for handing over weapons
and equipment.

“We told them, “Look, your situ-
ation is bad — reinforcements are-
't coming,” said Nabi Sarwar
Khadim, 52, one of several elders
who negotiated the surrende:

Continuwed on Page A9

Anti-Semitism
Surges in Wake
Of Gaza Clash

By RUTH GRAHAM
and LIAM STACK

Abrick shattering a window of &
kosher pizzeria on Manhattans
Upper East Side. Jewish diners
outside a sushi restaurant in Los
Angeles attacked by men shout-
ing anti-Semitic threats. Vandal-
ism at synagogues in Arizona, Hi-
nois and New York.

In Salt Lake City, a man
scratched a swastika into the front
door of an Orthodox synagogue in
the early morning hours of May
16 “This was the kind of thing that
would never happen in Salt Lake
City” said Rabbi Avremi Zippel,
whose parents founded Chabad
Lubavitch of Utah almost 30 years
ago. “But it’s on the rise around
the country”

The synagogue has fortified its
already substantial security
measures in response. " It's ridicu-
lous, it's insane that this is how we
have to view houses of worship in
the United States in 2021," Rabbi
Zippel said, describing fortified
access points, visible guards and
lighting and security camera sys-
tems. “But we will do it

The past several weeks have
seen an outbreak of anti-Semitic
threats and violence across the
United States, stoking fear amaong
Jews in small bowns and major cit-
ies. During the two weeks of
clashes in Israel and Gaza this
month, the Anti-Defamation

Continued ont Page A17

Culture of Fear
Said to Prevail
At Gates’s Firm

This article is by Anupreeta Das,
Emily Flitter and Nicheles Kulish.

For 27 years, Bill Gates has en-
trusted the management of his
enormous wealth and the endow-
ment of his giant foundation to a
single man: Michael Larson.

Mr. Larsom has invested the
Microsoft co-founders money in
farmland, hotels, stocks, bonds,
even a bowling alley. Thanks in
part to Mr. Larson and the soaring
wvalue of Microsoft's shares, M
Gates's fortune has gone from less
than 510 billion po about S130 bil-
lion.

But Mr Larson, 61, also en-
gaged in a pattern of workplace
misconduct at Mr Gates's money-
management firm, Cascade In-
vestment, according to 10 former
employees as well as others famil-
far with the firm.

He openly judged female em-
ployees on their amractiveness,
showed colleagues nude photas of
women on the internet and on sewv-
eral occasions made sexually in-
appropriate comments. He made
a racist remark to a Black employ-
ee. He bullied others. When an
employvee said she was leaving
Cascade, Mr. Larson retaliated by
trying tohurt the stock price of the
company she planned to join.

Ower the years, at least six peo-
ple — including four Cascade em-
ployees — complained to Mr
Gates about Mr Larson, accord-

Corttinued on Page A2

NATIONAL ATLIT, 20

California’s Sinking City

The 21,960 residents of a farming com-
munity caused a costly problem by
tapping groundwater, PAGE Al4
Filibuster Showdown Looms

A Senate vote on a commission to inves-

tigate the Capitol assault may revive a
fight over a bill-stalling tactic. PAGE Al

610_u4877

TRACKING AN OUTBREAK A4-T
A Shot for a Shot at 51 Million

States are offering big incentives to get
residents to roll up their sleeves for a
vaceine. Ohio announced the first win-
ner of its Vax-a-Million lottery. PAGE AT

Immunity May Last, Data Says
Studies showed mune cells iving in

people who were infected with the virus
or were inoculated against i FPAGE A%

BUSINESS B1-T
James Bond, Meet Jeff Bezos

Amazon said it would acquire Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer for $3.45 billion, about
40 percent more than the value seen by
other prospective buyers. PAGE BI

Russia Takes Aim at Big Tech
An internet crackdown leads a global

wave of actions by governments trying
o control online speech. PAGE B1

INTERNATIONAL AB-10
Adopt a Rainforest

An inwvitation by Brazil to have compa-
nies share the costs of conserving the
Amazon has found few takers, PAGE A5

SPORTSTHURSDAY BS.10
Olympics Barrel Toward July

The Games must go on, organizers say,
despite protests in Tokyo and warnings
from global health experts, PAGE BS

THURSDAY STYLES D1.6

In ‘Cruella,’ Fashion Is Toxic
The new Disney movie is the latest in a
long line of Hollywood films that de-
manize the industry, Why? PAGE D1

The “Talking” Dog of TikTok
Bunny, a sheepadoodle, has brought
attention to the use of assistive technol-
ogy for language acquisition.  PAGE D1

ARTS C1-6
Tonys Set for September

Maost of the awarnds will be announced
on the Paramount + servioe, followed by
a starry concert on CBS. FAGE C1

They'll Be There For You

“Friends: The Reunion” is a sweet,
shaggy special. A review by James

Poniewozik. PAGE €1

OPINION Al18-18

Gail Collins PAGE AlS
LA LB | I"|I||| |||I|
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BIDEN
STEPS UP
PROBE
OF VIRUS
ORIGINS

Intelligence agencies
will look at Wiuhan
lab accident theory,
other possible causes.

By CHRIS MEGERIAN AND
EmiLYy BAUMGAERTNER

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Biden on Wednesday
ordered U.S intelligence
agencies to Intensify their
effort to determine the ori-
gins of the coronavirus that
causes COVID-S, including
whether the pandemic be-
gan with a lab accident in
Chins.

The president’s directive
was a rare public statement
about an ongoing classified
initiative, and it escalated
much-debated qguestions
about whether negligence
by selentists in Wuhan could
have played a role in the
spread of a disease that has
caused the deaths of about
3.5 million people world-
wide.

“T have now asked the in-
telligence community to re-
double theirefforts to collect
and analyze information
that could bring us closer to
a definitive conclusion, and
to report back to me in 80
days,” Biden said in his
statement. He asked intelli-
gence officials to keep Con-
gress updated and work
closely with government
laboratories.

The idea that the pan-
demic began at the Wuhan
Institute of Virology, which
is in the Chinese city where
the earliest cases of
COVID-19 were detected,
was frequently dismissed as
a fringe theory pushed by
former President Trump
and his political allies.

But scientists hawve said
the possibility cannot be
ruled out, especially because
China has refused to allow a
more thorough interna-
tional investigation into ac-

[See Wuhan, AB]
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TACTICAL law enforcement personnel move through the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority yard where the shooting ocourred.

A morning of terror as gunman
kills 8 at San Jose light rail yard

SanTiaGo MESA San Fr
FAMILY members of a worker at the rail facility
await word on whether their relative is safe.

By RICHARD WINTON,

Witnesses said the gun-

MaURAs DOLAN,
HAVLEY SMITH AND
Maria L. LA GANGA

SAN JOSE — First, the
gunman set his house on
fire.

Then he drove to work
Wednesday morning  and
shot eight co-workers to
death in two separate build-
ings at a San Jose light. rail
yard, after possibly setting
explosives.

As Santa Clara County

man wiped out most of the
early shift at the Santa Clara
Valley Transportation Au-
thority facility in California‘s
worst mass shooting of the
year and one of the deadliest
in the country in 2021,

“What the hell's going on
in the United States of
America?” Gov. Gavin New-
som asked at an afterncon
briefing after meeting with
members of the wictims®
families. “What the hell's
wrong with us? ... When are
we going to put down our

s Chrsnicls

todeath.

sheriff"s deputies ran onto
the scene just moments af-
ter the first. 911 calls came in,
he apparently shot himselr

arms, literally and figura-
thwvely 2™
Law enforcement

sources identified the gun-
manas Samuel Cassidy, a 57-

Attacker set his house afire before shooting
co-workers and killing himself, police say

year-old maintenance work-
er who had been employed
at the VTA for at least eight
years

Authorities are still
searching for a motive in the
shooting, although early in-
dications point to a work-
related issue that did not in-
volve riders on the Silicon
Walley’s light rail system. In-
westigators said Cassidy tar-
geted only co-workers dur-
ing the attack and did not
fire at police.

Cassidy's body was found
at the scene, which was
swarmed throughout the
day by police officers. sher-
im's deputies, FBI agents
and bomb experts, human

[See Shooting, A%]

Amazon-MGM deal
a watershed moment

Buying the studio’s
huge library positions
the retailer to better
compete with MNetflix.

By Ryaw FAUGHNDER
AaND WENDY LEE

After years of speculation
about the merging of Big
Tech and Hollywood, Ama-
zon.com Ine. said Wednes-
day that it is acquiring Met-
ro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios
for $8.45 billion — snapping
up a library of more than
4,000 movies and storied
franchises including James
Bond, “Rocky and “The
Pink Panther” — in a water-
shed moment for the enter-
tainment industry.

The deal, subject to regu-
latory approval, would be

the Seattle online retail gi-
ant's second-largest  pur-
chase ever, following its
$13.7-billion acquisition of
Whole Foods in 2017,

It comes at a pivotal time
as competition ramps up
among streaming services
such as Netflix, Disney+ and
HBO Max, where hit shows
are key to driving consumers
to subscribe. The rapid
changes are fueling a wave of
consolidation in the media
landscape. Just last week,
ATEST Inc. said it would spin
off WarnerMedia in a $43-bil-
lion deal with Discovery, a
remarkable retreat for the
telecommunications glant
only three years after it
bought the assets.,

For Amazon, the princi-
pal attraction is MGM's
wvaluable library., which in-
cludes 17,000 episodes of TV

[See Amazon, A11]

Clippers’ season on the brink

A failure to dig
worst flop yet, Bill

out from this playoff hole could be
Plaschke

writes, SPORTS, B10

Reset of Trump’s
Mideast policy

In talks with four Arab
and Israeli leaders,
Biden officials attempt
to rebalance U.S. ties in
the region. WwoRLD, as
Weather

Morning clouds.

L.A. Basin: 75/50. B8

Ex-Sen. John
Warner dies
Wirginia Republican,
Elizabeth Taylor's sixth
husband. was a popular
contrist. OBITUARIES, BS

7| I|5
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VALERIE CUELLO and Damian Michel, both 17, dance at Lynwood High
Scheol’'s nontraditional prom held on the campus futsal court last weelk.

Masks, social distancing
and joy: It’s prom night

By MELISSA GOMEZ

It's spring 2021 It's Friday at dusk.
Graggles of curious teenagers are gather-
ing for an unfamiliar event designed to
salvage a high school yearthat hardly was
and pump an unaccustomed feeling into
their final weeks as juniors and senilors —
Joy.

Call it prom-ish

In the early weekends of California's

phased recopening, teenagers. school
leaders and perhaps most of all, parents,
hawve seized on a sliver of an opportunity
to try to make up for 14 months of missed
dances, homecomings, sports award cer-
emonies and winter formals by mobili-
zZing eleventh-hour proms like none be-
fore therm.

Depending on the school, parking lots
replaced fancy indoor venues, Prompos-
als, the highly orchestrated ask fora date,

[See Prom, AB]

COVID-19 vaceination gaps remain: Despite overall progress, vast gulfs in
inocculation rates have opened among the state’s 58 counties. CALIFORNLA, B3

Sheriff’s
Dept. is
accused
of fraud

City of Compton
alleges it was regularly
charged for patrols
that didn’t happen.

BY ALENE
TCHEXMEDYIAN

The city of Compton ac-
cused the Los Angeles
County Sherifl"s Depart-
ment of “rampant” fraud on
Wednesday, claiming that
the agency routinely charges
for patrol work that is not
done.

The allegations were
made in a legal claim filed
with the county, which is a
precursor to a lawsuit. In it,
Compton attormeys said the
alleged deception has led to
“major understaffing” and
“a lack of responsiveness™ to
calls for service in the city.
Compton pays the Sheriff's
Department more than
$22 million a year to police
the clty, and in exchange
sheriff"s deputies are obli-
gated to spend a certain
amount of time patrolling
Compton's streets each
month.

“What is happening is

[ Sec Sheriff, AH]

BUSINESS INSITDE: Exxon gets a message from shareholders: Pivot from fossil fuels. A10
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Biden ask
for report
on virus’s
origins

Shift to U.S. agencies
signals less deference to
WHO on lab leak theory

AND DAVID WILLAAN

President Biden said Wednes-
day that he had asked US. intelli-
grnoe agencies to “redouble their
efforts™ to determine the origin of
the coronavins, an abrupt depar-
ture from the previous White
House position of relving on the
World Health Organization to un-
cover how the contagion started.

The new meszape reflects & mo-
tahle shift in some prominent sci-
entists’ assessments that the virns
all but certainly jumped from an
animal species to humans. The
theory that has ore  recently
gained traction is that the pan-
demic — which has killed more
than 2.4 million people worldwide
— may have accidentally escaped
from the Wuhan Institute of Virol-
ogy in China, though that is far
from conclusive. Biden ordered
imtelligenee officials to deliver a
report within @0 days “that could
brmg us closer to a definitive oon-

Some Republicans pushed the
idea early on that the Wahan lals,
rather than a natural tramsmis-
sion from animals to b 5, Was
at fault. Among them was former
president Donald Tramp, wihio of-
ten used inflammatory language
to describe the virns's origing in
China.

SEE RIDEN ON AT

Group’s legal
blitz dete
vaccine

mandaltes

BY ISAAC STANLEY-BECKER

.

The Americans lodging com-
plaints aEainst COronavirus vac-
cine mandates are a diverse lot
— a sheriff's deputy in MNorth
Carolina, nursing home employ-
ees in Wisconsin a stindents at
the largest
Tersey,

But their resistance is woven
together by a common thread: the
involvement of a law flrm closely
tied to the anti-vaccine mowve-
ment.

Attorneys from Siri & Glim-
stad — a New York firm that has
done millions of dollars of legal
work for one of the nation's fore-
most anti-vaccination groups —
are co-counsel in o case against
the Durham County Sheriffs Of-
fice. They™ve sent warning letters
to officials in Rock County, Wis.,
as well as to the president of
Rutgers University and other
schools.

SEEMANDATES ON A6

Pfizer: Russia suspectad in plot to

SO BORG DR A SSO0ATED PRESS

Law enforcement officers at the scene Weadnesday of a sheoting rampage at a Valley Transportation Anthority factlity in San Jose. The
erime scene Inclndes two VIA bulldings and, elsewhere, a house possibly inked to the gunman where a fire cocurred.

Al least some vietims
were Killer's co-workers

BY Fale Siomigun,

AND Mank BErmaN

SAN JOSE — A transit system
emploves in San Jose opened fire
Wednesday moming at a light-rail
facility, killing at least eight people
before shooting himself, officials
sevicl.

Investigators confirmed  little
about the attacker Wednesday,
saying they were still searching for
w possible motive. They declined
to say whether they thought any of
the victims had been targeted.
oy -
ple fromts Wednesday, w a bombs
squad seouring the facility after a
dog indicated potential explosives,
while other law enforcement offi-
cials gnthered at a San Jose hoase
that was on fire and was believed to
be linked vo the gunman.

The shooting rampage shook
this the heart of Sillcon
Valley and reverberated across a
country painfully familiar with
devastating gun viclence. The
bloodshed came just weeks after
recent massacres in Indianapolis,
the Atlanta area and Boulder,
Colo., inwhich people were killed
Whl1(‘l|l)lngt|‘l‘lr]t)hh

“This is a horrific day for our
SEE SAN JOSE ON A9

Stockholders. court deliver reckoning to Big Oil

BY STEVEN MUFSOMN

FExxonMobil shareholders vot-
e Wednesday to install at least
rwo new independent directors
tw the company's board, a re
sounding defeat for chief execu-
ver Darren Woods and a ratifica-
tion of shareholders’ unhappd-
ness with the way the company
had been addressing climate
change and its lagging financial
performance.

The votes were part of a day of
reckoning for an oil and

S-term s

BY DONALD P BAKER

John W, Warner, the five-term
L&, senator from Vieginia who
helped plan the nations 1976 bi-
centennial eelebrations, played a
central role in military affairs and
guined respect on both sides of the
political aisle for his diligence,
consensus-building and  inde-
pendence, died May 24 at his honye
in Alexandria, Va. Hewas 94.

His former chief of staff Susan
Magill announced the death and
said the cans e was a heart ailment.

Becanse of his willingness to
buck hi= increasingly conserva-
tive party, Mr. Warner became the
Republican whom many Virginia
independents aml Democrits re-
spected and voted for. By the
e retived in 2000, he held the
second-longest tenure of any sen-
ator from Vieginia.,

“hevron, Shell
mate-conscious
uds for change

Exxon
[ace ¢
dem

industry already struggling over
how to deal with climate change.
In Europe, a Dutch court or-
dered Royal Dutch Shell, consid-
ered one of the more forward-
thinking companies in the in-
dustry, to make deeper-than-

planmned cuts in greenhouse gas
emissions. And in the United
Seates, Chevreon lost a sharehold-
er vote directing the company to
take into account its customers'
emissionswhen planning reduc-
tions.

The balloting at the storied oil
giant ExxonbMobil “sends an
mistakable signal that climate ac-
tiom is a Mnancial imperative, and
leading investors know it and are
demanding change” said Fred
Krupp, president of the Environ-
mental Defense Fund, “This

JOHN W. WARNER 1927-2021

senator from Va. often went his

DUDLET ML BIECOHR 5 THE WSHING TON POST

Sen. Johm W. Warner {E-Va.) In 1996, The former Navy secratary

-».Atm'shcr.lmum:'nt fior the oil and

defy ealls toalign their businesses
with decarbonizing the economy.”

Woods tried to muster votes
until the last minute but failed o
win backing for all of his proposed

directors. In addition to the el
tionof two new independent direc-
Lors, the voles over one other from
the dissident slate was too close to
ecall and one was declared a loser
several hours after voting halted.
SEE EXXON ON Alé

own way

MNavy and, in later years, one of
only a wlful of Waorkd War 11
VELETANS the Senate, Mr. War-
nerheld considerable anthority in
military marters. His consensns-
building on many critical issues
led him tobe known as one of the
Senates more influential mem-
bers. He also brought a touch of
glamour to the political world
through his six-vear ma
film star Elizabeth Taylor.

As chairman of the Armed Ser-
vices Committee, Mr. Warner pro-
vided critical support for Presi-
dent George W. Bush's handling of
the war in Irag. beginning in
200, During debate on a Demio-
cratic call for the withdrawal of

American troops from Irag in
2007, Mr. Wumﬂ.‘r Ted the Rl.'publl—

have on the line is the crl:d:bllnv
of the United States of Americ

pay Influencers to tar vaccine, A11

As a former secretary of the

first ran for Senate in 197, with the help of wife Elizabeth Taylor.

SEE WARNER ON Als

Amazon

expands i
Hollywood
ambitions

of classic ilm properties

BY STEVEN ZEITCHIK

Across several decades of Hol-
Iywood  filmgoing, “RoboCop”
James Bored and “Legally Blonde™
have becomme some of the most
beloved titles on the big screen.

Could they also be the center-
plece of a new empire?

On Wednesday, the wealthy
tech glant Amazon announced it
will buy the owner of those progp-
erties, the embattled studio
MGM, for §8.45 billion. It is a
move that al b create a mew
power player in Hollywood with
a ran of big-budget entertain-
ment built around existing fan
favorites, marketed to a large
customer base and bankrolled
by one of the worlds richest
companies.

“MGM has a vast, deep cata-
logue of much beloved intellec-
tual property” Amazon chief ex-
ecutive Jeff Bezos told share-
holders at the company's annual
meeting. “We can reimagine and
dew Iup that IF for the 21st cen-

SEEAMAZON ON A17
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THE NATION
Two mkeasures innro
dueed in Congress conld
overhanl the way the
Department of Veterans
Adftairs cares for former
service members who
wete exposed 1o toxic
subslances, A5

A college student who
satid she was raped
Invoked @ rare vest lge of
frontier justiee that
allows Kansans to
sumimon a grand jury if
Prosecutors Won't
pursue charges.
The Biden administra-
tion will seek £52.2 bil-
lion for the Depart mum
of Homeland Se
for the coming fisc

year, leav
unehanged

he budget
A4

THE WORLD
A thick substance
known as “sea snot” Is
wreaking havoc on
Turkey's coast. A10
Belarus's leader,
facing retaliation after
diverting a plane and
ALTESLINE (WO Passer-
gers, defended itand
acensed the West of a
“hybrid attack.” Ann
President Bashar al-
Assad’s control over the
electoral process and his
certain win deliver a re-
buke to efforts for a
tion to democracy
A1z

Russia is still the la
st producer of disinfor-
mation, according to a
Facebook Teport. Ao

THE ECONOMY
Facebook is rolling out
a new featore that lets
anyone on Facebook or
Instagram hide like
counts from posts. Al+
GOP Lvwmakers are
set to present President
Biden with their latest
budget counter-offer:
as much as $1 trillion
for infrastructure. Al

THE REGION

lenn Youngkin, ithe
GOF nominee for
Virginia governor, is
SLAYINE Mum on guns
and abortion, isswes
that threaten to turn off

needed swing voters. Bl
A Chantilly high
school cutfoxed the
pandemic to stage its
spring musical, turning
a parking lot into an
alry stage. Bl

Police are scarching for
a suspect in the fatal
shooting of a husband
amd wife outside thelr
Springfield home. B
Milven V. Petersomn,
one of the INC. area’s
most suecessful real es-
rate developers and the
creavor of Matlonal Har-
bor, has died at 55, B
Howard UTniversity
renamed its College of
Fime Arts after the late
actor Chadwick Bose-
man, who graduaved
from the school in
2000, B2

INSIDIE

LOCAL LIVING
‘Cloffice’ space
Corwert even a small
closet into a stylish
workstation for the
pancemic and beyord.

STYLE

March of progress
New appointments

1o the Fine Arts
Commission ghe the
RESiEn group more
diversity and a chance
o expand its scope. C1
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$120

Boca disfruto de

una noche en

paz en la Copa

Congolesde Almendra, Villa (foto) y
Valverde, en contra, goled 3-0aThe
Strongesty seasegurd el pasajealos
octavos de final de la Libertadores. Deportes

sociedad

“ACA DESCANSA D10S”:
HISTORIAS DE LATUMBA
DE DIEGO MARADONA

Quiénes Hugo Gdmesz, el cuidador del
cementerioJardin Bella Vista, donde estin

los restos del Diez; el mural y los comerciantes
que recuerdan al idolo. Pagina21

EL ARRIBO DEHBO MAX
CAMBIA EL TABLERO
DEL CINE EN CASA

espectdculos

Esteserviciode streaming estard disponible
a partir del 29 de junio; ofrecera peliculas
como Duna y laesperada reunidn de Friends,
Amazoncompra MGMy lasaga de Bond.

LA NACION

JUEVES 27 DE MAYO DE 2021

LANACION.COM.AR

El Gobierno se retiro de una

demanda por violaciones de
los DD.HH. en Venezuela

LaHava. Habia sido presentada por el Grupo de Lima por crimenes atribuidos a Maduro

El gobierno argentino retird su apo-
yoa la demanda impulsada ante la
Corte Penal Internacional de La Ha-
ya por crimenes de lesa humanidad
en Venezuela atribuidos al régimen
de Nicolds Maduro.

La noticia trascendio ayer, pero,
segin la Cancilleria, la decision tue
una “consecuencia directa” de la sa-
lida dela Argentina del Grupode Li-

ma,enmarzo pasado. Al dia siguien-
tede laoficlalizacidnde esa ruptura,
elgobierno de Alberto Fernandez le
envid una nota a la Corte Penal In-
ternacional deLa Haya, en laquear-
gumentdlas razones para excluirse
delademanda porlasviolacionesde
los derechos humanos. Muchas de
esas denuncias formaban parte del
informe dela alta comisionadadela

ONU para los Derechos Humanos,
Michelle Bachelet.

La carta fue enviada el 25 de mar-
2o, tras la formalizacion de larenun-
ciadela Argentinaal Grupode Lima,
un foro regional de 13 paises que li-
derd las condenas internacionales
contra el chavismo v al cual habia
adherido el gobierno de Mauricio
Macri. Pagina 15

GRABOIS

El gobierno colombiano
justificd la expulsidn del
dirigente Juan Grabois por
notenerlosdocumentos en
orden. Pagina 15

Controles, nultas v
embotellamientos

En el primer dia hdbil desde que rigen las restricciones duras, se desplegaron ayer

operativos de control en todos los accesos a la ciudad, La imagen, de las 18 en laautopista Riccheri, refleja
los “embudos” que provocaban los retenes. Se labraron 1000 actas en cuatro dias. Pagina 3
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Donacion de vacunas: EE.UU. priorizara a

Ameérica

Latina y sus paises mais golpeados

AvupA El plan incluye 80 millones de dosis; va hay gestiones de la Casa Rosada

WASHINGTON (Denuestrocormes-
ponsal) - El gobierno norteameri-
canoanticipd que ensu programa
de donacidn de 80 millones de va-
cunas hard un esfuerzo especial
para América Latina, sobre todo

para los paises mas golpeados. En
esa linea, el gobierno de la Argen-
tina -por la critica situacidn sani-
taria que atraviesa el pais en estos
dias- espera ser uno de los bene-
ficiarios del envio que dispondra

Estados Unidos. En una reunion,
esta semana, el canciller Felipe So-
lay funcionarios de laadministra-
cion de Joe Biden avanzaron en el
andlisis deaspectoslogisticosde la
enirega de vacunas, FiginaZ

Biden ordend
un informe de
inteligencia

sobre el virus

Pidi6 a las agendas que
presenten una “conclusidn
definitiva” sobre su origen

Piagina B

Fernandez le
pidio apoyo a
Merkel por la
deuda con el

Club de Paris

NEGOCIACION. El lunes
VeNnce un pago por
USS2400 millones

El presidente Alberto Fernandez
le pidié ayer a la canciller alema-
na, Angela Merkel, respaldoenel
Club de Paris, para postergar el
pago de US52400 millones que
venceel lunes, venlanegociacion
conel FML
Fuentes del Gobiernoinforma-
ron que la canciller alemana “se
comprometio a seguir apoyando
a la Argentina en su planteo al
FMI". Desde Alemania se limita-
ron a sostener que ambos presi-
dentes “intercambiaron puntos
de vista sobre cuestiones econd-
micas y regionales”. Alemania es
unode los principales acreedores
en el Club de Paris y quedd fuera
de la gira que hizo Ferndndez por
Europa hace diez dias. Pagina12

El mismo ruego de
Cristina, 15 anos atris

Martin Rodriguez Yebra
Fagina 12

El desempleo
podria haber
sido mas alto,
segun la UCA

TRABAJO. Eldesaliento extrerno
enel peor momentodelacuaren-
tena del afio pasado —provocado
por laslimitaciones paracircular
oporlacreenciadequeeraimpo-
sible conseguir un trabajo en esa
situacion-fue un factor que evitd
que el desempleose disparara en
2020, La Universidad Catolica Ar-
gentinaestimo que, sinese efecto,
la desocupacidn habria trepado
al 28,5% el afio pasado. El des-
empleo, calculs, fue del 13,9% en
2020, frente al 11% del Indec.

La diferencia se debe a que
quienes no estin empleados,
pero no buscan activamente un
trabajoson registrados comoin-
activos, no como desempleados.
Estefendmenotambién fue regis-
trado por el Indec. Pégina 18
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SP estende
restricoes;
pais tem mais
UTIs lotadas

O governo Jodo Doria
(PSDB) recuou na flexibi-
lizacdo das regras de iso-
lamento social e, ante o
agravamento da pande-
mia de Covid no estado e
no pais, prorrogou a fase
de transicao do Plano Sao
Paulo, prevista para termi-
nar dia 31, até 14 de junho.

Levantamento da Folha
indica que o total de capi-
tais pelo Brasil com UTls
acima de go% de lotacio
foide7paraio. saideBleB2

SP anuncia vacinagio
de 45 a 54 anos para
agosto, se houver dose s1

Saude reduz previsido
de imunizantes para
junho em 8,4 milhies s

Vacinacao no Brasil
% da populagio vacinada®

2* dose 1 dose
Brasil 13,3 27,0
=)
M5 16,9 35,7
RS 157 334
ES 131 ELN:

Cobertura da primeira dose®

100%

Ndmeros da pandemia

Casos Obitos
Total 16,3 mi  &54,6 mil
26.mai**  &65,8 mil 1.823
Variagio®™"* 8,2% 6,2%
Em 24 h 79,5 mil 2399
Estagios
B Aceterado,
9 Esvavel
# Desacelerado
N Redurido
Brasil
= Estdwel

Dades das 20h de 26omai “Acima de 18
anos *“Média miwel de 7 dias " Em
Felagho 3 14 dlas

Consumidor paga
por térmicas que
nao geram energia
@ consumidor brasileiro
tem pagado, na conta de
luez, para bancar usinas rér
micas que entregam me-
nos energia do gque o es-
perado ou até se recusam
a operar. A conta ja chega
a R% 8,7 bilhdes por ano,
estima o Idec. Mercado A17

Virus se alastra, e
Argentina vé
colapso na satide
Pela primeira vez, a Argen-
tina registra casos de pes-
soas que morrem de Covid
sem ter atendimento por
causa do sistema sobre-
carregado. Sob lockdown,
O pais passa por segunda
onda e ja ultrapassou 75
mil mortos. mMundo Al4

Por US$ 8,45 bi,
Amazon acerta
compra do
estiudio MGM

Mercado A2

610_u4877

QUINTA-FEIRA, 27 DE MAIQ DE 2021

CPI da Covid decide
convocar para depor
nove governadores

Comissao também quer ouvir ministro Queiroga e seu
antecessor Pazuello, mais uma vez; Doria nao esta na lista

Novo edificio proximo a Faria Lima, 530 PAUL0 nariloVerpa Folhapress

Caderno Mercado Imobiliario
estreia com tendéncias do setor
Mensal, nova se¢io da Folha trard reportagens e colunas

sobre os horizontes para os imodwveis e 0 urbanismo, pas-
sando pelas mudangas de comportamento do consumidor

Governadores de nove uni-
dades federativas onde hou-
ve operacoes da Policia Fe-
deral para apurar suspeitas
de irregularidades no com-
bate ao coronavirus (Ama-
zonas, Amapd, Distrito Fe-
deral, Pard, Piaui, Rondd-
nia, Roraima, Tocantins e
Rio de Janeiro) serfio con-
vocados a depor na CPI no
Senado que apura a gestao
da pandemia no Brasil.

Contra Bolsonaro,
FHC e Lula vivem
novo capitulo
Recente encontro, que ren-
deu elogios pela civilidade,
mas também criticas de
peristas e MUCANos, acres-
centou um lance na mon-
tanha-russa darelagio dos
ex-presidentes. Na terca,
Fernando Haddad propdas
a Geraldo Alckmin com-
Promisso para o 2° turno
€11 2022, Poder AB e A6

Papa brinca e diz
a padre que Brasil
nao tem salvacdo
Mundo AlS

“ Vocés niao
tém salvacio.

Muita cachag
nada de oracao
Papa Francisco
ontem (26), apos audiencia
Hﬂf:jl no Yaticano

A comissdo ainda pediu
novas audiéncias com o ex-
ministro da Sadde Eduardo
Pazuello e seu sucessor na
pasta, Marcelo Queiroga.
Ambos j4 depuseram.Se-
riao chamados também o
assessor internacional da
Presidéncia, Filipe Martins,
0 ex-assessor Arthur Wein-
traub e o empresirio Carlos
Wizard, todos atuantes na
conducao federal da crise.

Presidente abre
ponte ao lado de
reserva de niébio

A obra inaugurada por Jair
Bolsonaro hoje, na regifio
deSao Gabriel da Cachoei-
ra (AM), é vizinha ao mai-
or deposito mundial de ni-
abio, localizado em dreas
protegidas. Alardeado por
ele na campanha eleitoral
de 2018, 0 minério tem si-
do pouco citado em seu
BOVErno. Mercado A7

Escola piiblica se
mantém fechada
em 14 estados

Passados 14 meses de pan-
demia no Brasil, 14 estados
e o Distrito Federal con-
tinuam sem aula presen-
cial nas escolas pablicas.
S6 as particulares tém re-
cebido estudantes, segun-
dolevantamento da Folha,
Nao ha plano do governo
federal para auxiliar as re-
des estaduais. cotidiano BS

ANTES DE REGRA RIGIDA, MORADORES DE RIBEIRAO PRETO LOTAM MERCADOS

Navéspera de entrar em vigor a proibi¢ao do servigo presencial de supermercados, centenas foram ontem as lojas para fazer
compras, no dia em que a cidade do interior paulista bateu recorde de pacientes com Covid internados em UTIs saide 51

Esporte B9
Um capitao pela Champions

Contestado na selecao, o meio-campista Fernandinhao,

capitido do Manchester City, tenta no sabado (29) ser o
primeiro brasileiro a erguer a taga da Liga dos Campedes.

strada B11
Cruella a assassina
de délmatas, é vila
para a familia em
novo filme da Disney

Hustrada B1S
Tony Goes
‘Friends’ ja foi ousada
Jairo Malta

Série € imitagdo pdlida

R% 5,00

A convocacio dos gesto-
res estaduais causou atrito
no grupo majoritario da co-
m.Lssao e parte dele defen-

tergaras oitivas oues-
pafﬂsla:gtemendc afetaro
ritrmno das investigacbes, que
hoje focam o presidente Jair
Bolsonaro. Governistas ten-
taram incluir na lista o go-
vernador de Sao Paulo, Joao
Doria (PSDB), mas nao hou-
VE AProvVacio. PoderAd eAS

Madeireira usou

telefones ligados

ao Ibama, diz PF

Suspeita de exportacioile-
gal, uma madeireira usou
nimeros do Ibama para
contatar autoridades eu-
ropeias, diza PE Empresa
nega ilicito, e drgio v far-
sanoinquérito. ambicnte B

Mata atlintica perde 18

mil campos de futebol
de floresta nativa s e B7

Erro em repasses
do Fundeb atinge
1,6 mi de inscricdes
0 governo distribuiu di-
nheiro paraaeducacaoba-
sica com base num calcu-
lo com erro de 1.6 milhio
de matriculas. Naose sabe
ainda o niimero de mumnici-
pios afetados. cotidiano B4
Ministério demite
militar responsdvel por
organizacio do Enem sa

Fernanda Torres
Eis o jeitao

brasileiro
Pazuello rcrt eu o che-
fe coma pa de que

¢ tudo da bnca para fora.
E o jeitio do Jair. O lado
‘iO]an’lO dohomem cordi-

%’ , agora, segundo o jei-
t{m rasileiro. iustradaB1a
Passa a escrever as quintas-feiras

Maria H. Tavares
A estabilidade
perversa

da pandemia

Opiniio A2

EDITORIAIS A2

Vacina para o mundo
Em defesa da doacio de
doses aos paises pobres.
Estado policial

Acerca desigilo relativo ac
maorticinio do Jacarezinho,

33657
LR
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Fatidica incompetencia: Se entregé una insignificante cantidad de biolégicos

Apenas se recibio el 5,8%
de las vacunas adquiridas

El Estado compro mas de 8 millones de dosis, pero llegaron hasta ahora solo 484 mil
unidades. Se pagaron unos USD 31 millones, incluido el millonario anticipo a Covax.

PAGINA 2

En tres meses debe saberse

EEUU investiga la
posible fuga del
Covid de laboratorio
chino de Wuhan

Palike 48

Exigen asistencia econdmica
El Gobierno recula,

pero empresas solo
aceptaran fase 0 si
hay plan de ayuda
La AFD redujo las
tasas en dolares
al nivel mas bajo
en una decada
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Resultado tenistico.

Diputados da primer paso para auditar binacionales
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Les Verts face
al'eternel dilemme
de l'ouverture
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Un long
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la réconciliation
avec la France races
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Réponses ala question
de mercredi:

Cowid-19 : approuvez-
vous | obligation de
décliner votre identité &
l'entrée des restaurants?
oul NON
43% 57 %

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 107 986

= —
- Votez aujourdhui
w - sur lefigarofr
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Covid : I'épidémie est-elle
enfin derriere nous?

A mesure que la vaccination progresse et que les indicateurs épidémiologiques s'améliorent,
la perspective d’une sortie durable de la crise sanitaire n’a jamais semblé aussi réaliste.

Nouveaux cas, hospitalisa-
tions, décés.. Tout semble
montrer que la décrue est réel-
le, et la métén commee le ryth-
me des vaccinations ajoutent 4

'espoir de voir bientot se dis-
siper la crise sanitaire. Mais il
est trap tot pour baisser la gar-
de : d"abord parce que la Fran-
ce peine encore i suivre effica

bataille devra ['ét

cement les variants. Mais aussi
parce que, pour ére gagnée, la
e dans le
monde entier. Or Paccés a la
vaccination est loin d'étre ga

rantli dans les pays pauvres.
Flusieurs questions restent par
ailleurs en suspens : faudra-
t-il une troisiéme dose de vac-
cin? Les enfants devront-ils

étre vaccingés? La vaccination
devra-t-elle devenir obliga-
toire? Autant de sujets delicats
sur lesquels les autorités vont
devair trancher.

- LES VARIANTS SUD-AFRICAIN, BRESILIEN ET INDIEN PROGRESSENT TOUT DOUCEMENT -+ LES TROIS SCEMARIOS POSSIBLES POUR L'AVENIR DU SARS-COV-2
= LES CINQ GRANDS ENJEUX DE LA CAMPAGNE VACCINALE - L'UNION EUROPEENNE ATTAQUE ASTRAZENECA SUR SES RETARDS DE LIVRAISON PAGES 2 A 4,17 ET LEDITORIAL
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sans’suspense

aumilicu des ruines
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Bachar el- Assad sera réélu pour un quatrieme mandat de sept ans 4 I'issue du scrutin qui s"est tenu mercredi dans les
deux tiers du pays sous son contrile, dix ans aprés le début de la guerre civile qui a teé pres de 400000 Syriens. PAGES

E EDITOR].AL par Laurence de Charette ldecharette@lefigaro fr

Le gotit des autres

e doit &re, et o'est tant mieux, un
signe de cet irréductible savolr-vi-
vre i la francaise : ¢'est  'aune des
tables dressées et des terrasses ou-
vertes qur_‘ SC mesurc '\-'Tﬂi'ITI'L'nl.
chez nous, le niveau de I"épidémie de corona.
virus. Depuis quelgques jours, les taux d'inei-
dence et de positivité ont - enfin! - cedé la
place aux images de Francais joveusernent at
tablés ensemble - sous la pluie s'il le faut - aux
quatre coins de France et de Navarre, Com-
ment ne pas se réjouir profondément de ce
frisson de vie, aprés une année passée i comp-
ter les assiettes et i remplir des attestations Y
Force est pourtant de constater que la célébra-
tion reste un peu chiche, voire un brin avari-
cieuse : c'est sous le régime de liberté sur-
veillée que s'opére ce déconfinement
« progressif = si plein de conditionnel] et de
mises en garde.
L*épidémie est-elle définitivernent finie ? Rien
ne permet de assurer complétement. Au
contraire : on trouvera, c’est certain, encore
quelques variants a se mettre sous la dent.
Prenons garde cependant & oe que le virus ne

continue de galoper dans nos tétes quand il
aunrait ralenti sa course sur la planéte.
Car, tandis que nous nous etions collective-
ment retirés, tous drapesux baissés, s'est pro-
duit une sorte de glissement du monde, auguel
il nous faut bien nows confronter. Les mois
éeoulés ont mis en lumiére les défis majeurs
amxeuels est soumise I'éducation, si vite asser-
vie par les écrans quand ils tiennent i la fois
lieu de réalité et d'obstacle 4 la pensée. Les
L. confinements  successifs
Desir ont émollié les contours du
: travail, et les barriéres hé-
de vivre rissées de la «distancia
tion =, use les derniers fils des solidarites qui
fondent la cohdsion sociale.
A mains qu'il ne faille comprendre Pinverse :
«'est la désagrégation de nos fondamentaux et
de nos liens qui peut faire de nous, dans
I'épreuve, des esclaves.
Cest pourgued il nous faut vite renouer avee le
gofit des autres et "appétit du momde, retron.
ver le sens de la féte et avec hui celui de la con-
quite... Pour que le brivdant désir de vivre sup-
plante ke vain espoir de ne jamais mourir.. B

ISEM 925853
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Lappeétit

de la Chine
fait flamber
les prix

des matieres
premieres

Blé, soja, or, caivre, palla
dium, minerai de fer.. Les
cours des matieres premiéres
senvolent avec la reprise
économigue partout dans le
monde, entrainant des pénu-
ries de puces €lectroniques et
un surcodl du fret maritime.
Avide de produits agricoles et
de minéraux, la Chine en ac
capare a elle seule une partic
de plus en plus importante. En
France, cette flambée ne s"est
pas encore répercutée sur les
prix i la consommation.
PAGES 20ET X1
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‘Tens of thousands of people
died who didn't need to die’

® On Covid: ‘When the

® Cummings on Hancock:
‘He lied to everyone
on multiple occasions’

Bereaved families hit
out after former aide
claims dysfunction at

Heather Stewart
Peter Walker

® On Johnson as prime
minister: I regarded him
as unfit for the job’

¥

minister had failed to grasp the
gravity of the situation and held out
against lockdowns meaning “tens of
thousands of people died who didn't

public needed us most,

the government failed’

Inside

that the public has a right to expect
ofits government in a crisis like this.”

Other allegations in Cummings’
testimony included:

Boris Johnson is unfit to be prime  need to die™. He portrayed Johnson | In his own words @ Hancock lied repeatedly to col-
the heart of No 10 and ministerafter presiding overachaotic  asobsessed withthe mediaandmak- | The explosive testimony leagues, causing the cabinet secretary
rL‘llanCL‘ on []'L‘lel}" Jh(_‘]‘d and incompetent pandemic response  ingconstant U-turns “like a shopping Pages 6-7 = - and Cummings - tourge Johnson to
. . that caused many thousands of trolley smashingfrom one side of the sack him, though the prime minister
mmmunity strategy unnecessary deaths, his former chief  aisle to the other™, Lead was told that “he’s the person you fire

aide Dominic Cummings claimed in Asked whether the prime min- <t . when an inquiry comes along”,

an excoriating attack. ister was a fit and proper person to Self-serving, but plausible ® Cummings heard Johnson say he

Inaseven-hour hearingbeforeMPs  lead the country through the pan- Journal, page2 would rather see “bodies pile high”
in Westminster yesterday, Cummings  demic, Cummings replied simply:  _ thanimpose a third leckdown - some-
gave a damning account of the gov-  “No.” Apologising for what he said | Aditya Chakrabortty thing the prime minister has denied
ernment’sapproach, layingmuchof  werehisown failings, headded: “The This circus indicts our in the House of Commons.

A Dominic Cummings giving the blameon Johnsonandthehealth  truth is that senior ministers, senior governing class ® The government was woefully

evidence to MPs yesterday
FHOTOGRAFHS: FIXELBOOD
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secretary, Matt Hancock.
The ousted aide said the prime

officials, senior advisers like me fell
disastrously short of the standards

Journal, page 1 —

underprepared for the ee
pandemic, with no sense



