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News

Business & Finance

mazon was hit with an

antitrust suit by the
District of Columbia, which
alleges the company blocks
sellers on its marketplace
from offering better deals
elsewhere, leading to higher
prices for consumers. Al

+ Exxon shareholders are
set to vore Wednesday on
a bid for four board seats
by an activist campaign
seeking a company corm-
mitment to reach carbon
neutrality by 2050. Al

+ The Biden administration
initiated a dlspute process
against the G in-
dustry, triggering the formal
dispute mechanism of the

USMCA for the first time. A2

* New data underscored
that prices for new and pre-
viously owned U.S. homes
are surging as strong de-
mand continues to over-
housing supply. A2
#+ A chill has fallen over
China’s new generation of
tech giants, with shares in
former market darlings
dropping from highs
reached earlier this year. Bl
+ U.S. stock indexes
slipped, with the Dow and
S&P 500 both retreating
0.2% and the Nasdaq edg-
ing down 0.03%. B11
* Ge 'S CO ition
regulator is investigating
whether Google is domi-
nant enough to be subject
to the country’s new digi-
tal-competition law. B3

+ Despite a commodity
boom that is boosting prof-
its, miners aren’'t throwing
cash at new projects, raising
concerns about future short-
ages of some metals. BL

World-Wide
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Blinken Seeks to Preserve Cease-Fire in Mission to Mideast

OUTREACH: Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin NMetanyahu met Tuesday in Jerusalem

to discuss ways to improwve the humanitarian and economic situation in Gaza. Mr. B

nken, who was on his first official trip

to the Mideast, also met with Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas in the West Bank city of Ramallah. A10

Exxon CEO Faces Showdown
Over the Oil Giant’s Future

By CunistoPHER M. MaTTHEWS

For wears, Exxon Mobil
Corp. didn’t have to pay much
atrention 1o investors because
of its gargantuan profits. Yet
on a Friday night in January,
Exxon Chief Executive Darren
Woods was defending the
company during a video call to
an  investor o ng  abouwt
0.02% of the oil giant's stock.

Tech investor Chris James’s
Engine No. 1 had launched an
activist campaign against
Exxon in December, calling the
company a fossil-fuel dinosaur

that lacked a coherent plan for
surviving a global transition to
cleaner energy sources. On the
call, Charlie Penner, a hedge-
fund veteran helping lead the
Engine No. 1 campaign,
pressed Mr. Woods to commit
to steering Exxon to carbon
neutrality, effectively bringing
its emissions to zero—both
from the company and its
products—by 2050,

Mr. Woods refused, arguing
that o©il companies making
such pledges had no real plans
to  achieve them. “They
weren't interested in having a

conversation,” he said in a re-
cent interview. “Frankly, they
didn™t have a plan.™

Messrs. Woods, James and
Penner failed to come to any
agreement in what ended in a
contentious exchange, people
familiar with the matter said.

Since January, Engine No.
1's bid for four seats on
Exxon's board has turned into
one of the most expensive
proxy fights ever. Exxon has
spent at least $35 million, and
Engine No. 1 has spent $30
million, regulatory filings

show, in an increasingly

pitched battle o persuade
shareholders voting Wednes-
day at the company’s annual
meeting.

The activists got a boost
Tuesday when BlackRock Inc.,
one of Exxon’s largest share-
holders, decided to back three
of Engine No. 1I's four board
nominees, according to people
familiar with the matter. En-
gine No. 1 hasn't called for Mr,
Woods's remowval, but many
wview the vote as a referendum
on his performance, and the
outcome could affect his abil-

Please turn ro page Al2

U.S. Sale
Of Arms
To U.A.E.
Gets New
Scrutiny

Abu Dhabi’s growing
ties to Beijing imperil
plan to deliver F-35s,
advanced munitions

By Warren P STROBEL
AND Nancy A. YOUSSEF

WASHINGTON—LULS.  spy
agencies in recent weeks
watched as two planes belong-
ing to China’s People's Libera-
tion Army landed at an airport
in the United Arab Emirates
and unloaded crates of unde-
termined materiel, U.S. offi-
cials who have seen the intelli-
gence said.

The transport flights, along
with other signs of nascent se-
curity cooperation  between
Beijing and the T.AE., a major
U.S. ally in the Gulf region,
have alarmed U.S. officials and
cast fresh uncertainty over a
multibillion-dollar sale of ad-
vanced U.S. weapons to the
Emirates, the officials said.

The Biden administration
said in April following a review
that it would mowve forward
with a $23 billion sale of as
many as 50 F-35 fighter air-
craft, 18 Reaper drones and ad-
vanced munitions, all approved
in former President Donald
Trump"s final hours in office.

But signs of expanding ties
between Beijing and Abu
Dhabi have clouded the sale’s
future, U.S. officials said. as
they seek guarantees about
the weapons, including that
the Emirates won't allow the
Chinese or others access to
the latest LS. war-fighting
technology.

“The transfer of the F-35—

Please turn to page AIQ

+ Signs of nascent security
hi

hawve alarmed U.S. officials
and cast fresh uncertainty
ower a sale of advanced .S,
weapons to the Emirates. A1
# A year after George Floyd
was killed, the nation re-
mains roiled by a broad
and deep debate about
race that is playing out
across American life. Al, A6

# The Justice Department,
amid a legal fight over an
internal memao, shed new
light on its 2019 decision-
making process surrounding
whether then-President
Trump cbstructed justice. A3

4+ Manhattan prosecutors
have convened a special grand

Jury in their investigation of
and his company, sig-
naling the office is seeking to
bring charges in the case. A3
# The forced diversion of a
Ryanair flight owver Belarus
threatens to undermine a set
of safety procedures built up
over decades, pilots and air-
safety officials said. A9

+ The U.S. and China
staked out sharply oppos-
ing positions about how to
trace the origins of the
coronavirus pandemic. A20

#+ Senate Republicans are
crafting a nearly $1 trillion in-
frastructure offer to present
to the White House later this
week, a substantial increase
to their original plan. A4

+ The TSA intends to release
the first of at least two security
directives that would require
pipeline operarors to notify
it when they are targets or
wictims of cyberattacks. A3
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D.C. Sues

Amazon,

Alleging Monopoly
That Raises Prices

By Rvan Tracy

WASHINGTON —Ama-
zon.com Inc. was hit Tuesday
with an antitrust suit by the
District of Columbia, which al-
leges that the company blocks
sellers on its marketplace
from offering better deals
elsewhere, leading to higher
prices for consumers.

The lawsuit targets con-
tracts between Amazon and its
sellers, which D.C., Attorney
General Karl Racine said pre-
vent the sellers from offering
lower prices on any other
website—including their own.

“MAmazon wins because it
controls pricing across the on-
lime retail sales market, put-
ting itself at an advantage
over everyone else,” Mr. Ra-
cine said. “These restrictions
allow Amazon to build and

maintain moenopoly power.”
Amazon disputed the alle-
gations, saying that sellers on
its site set their own prices.
“Like any store, we reserve
the right not to highlight of-
fers to customers that are not
priced competitively,” Amazon
said. “The relief the AG seeks
would force Amazon to feature
higher prices to customers,
oddly going against core ob-
jectives of antitrust law.”
The lawsuit cites violations
of Washington, D.C., law
rather than federal law, which
could limit the case's ultimate
impact. Inm other recent anti-
trust lawsuits against Face-
Please furn to page A4

* MGM to fast-track Amazon's

* Germany explores new curb
R cl- T [ — B3

A Year After Floyd Killing,
Debate on Race Simmers

A yvear after George Floyd
was killed, Americans remain
roiled by a broad and deep
debate about race that is play-

By Arian Campo-Flores,
Jashua Jarmerson
and Douglas Belkin

ing out in classrooms and
boardrooms, in communities
and at dinner tables and in
sports, Hollywood and Wash-
ington, DuC.

The leI.mg ﬁpa.rked millions
of people to join protests last
summer prompted by the
widely circulated video show-
ing Mr. Floyd, a Elack man,
pleading for his life while
Derek Chauwvin, a white Minne-
apolis police officer, knelt on
his neck for more than nine
minutes, Mr. Chauvin was con-
wvicted of second-degree mur-
der and manslaughter in April;
three other officers await trial.

People took a

(WRISTIAN MCRITERROSA/RSSOCIATED FRESS

day in Minneapolis to mark

it of
the anniversary of I:he killing of

Demonstrators pushed to
“defund the police,” reallocat-
ing police funds toward social
spending and investment in
Elack communities. Many ar-
gued the U.S. has yvet to come
to terms with what they see as
a racist history and society.

Under pressure, big compa-

George Floyd in that city.

nies pledged billions of dollars
toward diversifying their
workforces and suppliers and
rolled out new initiatives on
training and investment. Some

Please turn fopage AG

# President meets with Floyd
family members. ... As

Bill and Barney, Old College Pals,
Help Save the World From Covid

Their roles in Plizer and Moderna

shots

brought them back together after 50 years

By Jarep 5. Horkins

A half-century ago, fresh-
man Barney Graham rolled
onto the Rice University cam-

pus in a new 1971 Ford
Mustang. To blow off
steam that year, he

launched water balloons &
off the dorm roof with
his new roommate Bill
Gruber, who drove a
hand-me-down D
Monaco.

Barney, a top high-
school athlete and valedic-
torian from a family farm
in Kansas, starred in in- '
tramural sports at Rice.
Rill, a high-school aca-

# when they met that

Twrinn
fracks

demic star from a Houston
suburb, said Barney made up
for his own athletic deficien-
cies when they played football
and softball.
Barney recalled thinking
Bill
probably “knew a lot more
than I did, and I was go-
\ ing to have to work hard
Y to catch up.” He turned
4./ to Bill for help keeping
pace with math and sci-
ence courses, while at the

same time trying to outdo

i < his roommate. “We were
‘ wvery competitive, but I
==

-~ think in a good waw™
Bill said, “We wanted to
Please turn fopage A2

INSIDE

U.S. NEWS
The CDC says half of
all U5, adults are now
fully vaccinated
against Covid-19. a8

BUSINESS & FINANCE
The Dow Jones
Industrial Average
marks its 125th year of
trading. B1

Companies Brace for
Reality of Hybrid Work

By CaHP CUTTER

It took months for bosses
and employees to adjust to
working remotely in the pan-
demic. The next era of work
might be even more messy.

Companies are laying down
new rules and setting expecta-
tions for hybrid work as some
workers come back in and oth-
ers remain out of office. At JP-
Morgan Chase & Co., employ-
ees  on  some  teams can
schedule work-from-home
days, but not on Mondays or
Fridays. At Salesforce.com Inc.
offices that have reopened,
Thursdays are proving to be
the most popular in-office day,
creating high demand for
meeting rooms and collabora-
tion spaces, and prompting

the company to rethink its of-
fice design.

Executives at Pricewater-
houseCoopers LLP voiced wor-
ries that workers who stay re-
mote could wind up as second-
class corporate citizens, falling
behind in promotions and pay,
s0 the company plans to track
rates of advancement for of-
fice-based and remote staff to
make sure nobody lags behind.

After months of discus-
sions, big emplovers from Hu-
mana Inc. in Louisville, Ky., to
Mike Inc. near Portland, Ore.,
said they are cementing plans
to return to corporate com-
plexes after Labor Day—in
some cases relaxing capacity
restrictions—while promising
emplovees some measure of

Please turn to page A6
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$50bn well spent

IMF vaccination proposal could win
war against Covid —marTin v

LF, PAGE 15

Dollar doubts

US stimulus threatens to undermine
greenback’s reserve role — pace 13

WSA 52.50 Canada C53.00

Wild at heart

Young Iranians find liberation in the
great outdoors — noTEROCK, PAGE 14

Mali coup
Army seizes
back control

Riot police disperse a crowd protesting
against Mall's second coup in a year in
the capital Bamako yesterday.

The president and prime minister of
the west Afrlcan country were detalned
and taken to an army camp during the
might on Monday.

Colonel Assimi Golta, the military
officer who has served as interim vice-
president since the unta he led handed
powerto the transitional government in
September, sald he had ordered the
arrest because the officials had not con-
sulted him on a cabinet reshuffle that
exchuded leading junta members.

The UN, the African Union, France
and the U8 called for the interim bead-
ers’ iImmediate release,

RepoTt page &

Biden to meet Putin in Geneva as
Belarus arrest tests ties with west

e First summit next month & Bilateral relations at low ebb & Moscow rails at ‘Russophobia’

HEMRY FOY — MOSCOW
LAURER FEDOR AND
AT RIMA M ANSOMN — WASHINGTON

Wladimir Putin and joe Biden will hold a
summit on June 16 in Geneva, in an
effort to repair strained relations
between their two countries.

In their first face-to-face meeting as
presidents, the US and Russlan leaders
will “discuss the state and prospects for
the further development of Russian-
MAmerican relathons, and strategic stabil-
Ity issues”, the Kremlin sald.

The White House said Biden and
Putin would “discuss the Rl range of
pressing kssues, as we seelt to restore
predictability and stability to the Us-
Russka relationship”,

The mecting was announoed as Rus-
sla dismissed as “obsessive Russo-

Lack of pharma champion
hurts Asla's vaccine record

Agian nathons” poor vaccination record
shows that atthough the confiment has
become the factary of the warld it stil
lags betind in pharmaceuticals. The
region's relative success in controlling
Covid-19 meant less polifical pressura
for vaccines while fewer patients
bacoming sick led to show clirkcal frial
rosults The corminent Slio lscks 3
pharma glant 1o lead the change.
“Thate ks Fo eouivalent of Pizes in
Asia; says o academic absarver.
Analysis - PAGE 4

phobia”™ the notion that it was invokhed
in Sunday’s plot to force a Ryanair Might
o land inBelurus.

Eelarusian authorities used a false
bomb threat and a fghter jet to force the
plane to land in Minsk, wherve dissident
journalist Roman Frotasevich was arr
ested, sparking global condemnation

Dominde Baab, UK forelgn secretary,
said it was “very difficult i believe that
this kind of action could have been
taken without at least the acquiescence
ofthe authorithes in Mosoow™

The Geneva summil comes after a
deterioration in bilateral rela-
tons between Mosoow and Washington
amid sanctions, tit-for-tat diplomatic
expulsions and U allegations of Rus-
stanmeddling in clections.

The Russtan ambassador to Washing-

Goldman to tap into China’s big savings|
pool with wealth management venture

THOMAS HALE — HONG KOMHG

Goldman Sachs has been given the nod
by Chinese regulatory authorities o set
up a wealth management joint ve nture
with HOBC, one of China's largest hanls,
as Wall Street expands in the coumtry.

Farelgn asset managers are rushing to
capitalise an China's vast pool of savings
as the povernment liberalises its tizhthy
controlled financial system. BlackRock,
the world's biggest asset manager. sald
this monthit had reccived permission to
start a wealth management joint ven
ture with China Construction Bank and
Singapore’s state fund Temasek.
Galdman Sachs Asset Management
will hold a 51 per cent stake in its ven-
ture, while loBC wealth managessent, a
subsidiary of the bank, will own the rest.
Wealth management products in
China are typlcally distributed through

ton was recalled in March in response to
Eiden's telling an interviewer he agreed
with the assessment that Putin was a
“killer”. A month later the US emvoy to
Mosoow also returned home for talks.

EBiden proposed a summit in a thind
country during a call with Putin last
month, in what the US president said
would be an effort to "normalise™ rela-
tions betwesn the countries.

Two days later he imposed mew sanc-
tions against Moscow, citing alleged
Russian actions induoding US election
influence operations, a cyber hacking
campaign and the maltreatment of
opposition leader Alexel Mavalny.

The Biden administration has sald it ks
seeking neither to reset the relatbonship:
nor escalate tensions but instead to put
“guard ralls” on it. Some analysts n

the domestic banking network, pashing
foreign assel mamagers inlo partner-
ships with local banks.

Goldman sakd the partnership had
recelved preliminary approval from
CHIRC, China’s banking and insurance
regulatory commissl on.

“China’s wealth management indus-
try has grown on the back of increased
household wealth and continwed finan-
«clal market reform,” sald Tuan Lam,
head of the client business for Aska
Pacific ex-Japan at Gokdman Sachs Assct
Management.

“This joint venture with China’s pre-
eminent lnancial institation will accel-
erate our abjective of establishing a
leadership position inone of the world’s
largest, fastest-growing wealth manage-
ment opportunities,” he added.

Goldman's global investment research
arm esthmates that investable assets by

Joe Biden with
Viadimir Putin
in 2011 the
leaders will

b mreeting

“to restore
predictability
and stability to
the US-Russia

relatiomship

‘Washington zaid a high-profile meeting
between the keaders would hand Putina
public relations coup. But US afficials
said the White House was seeking to
develop areas for co-operation, inclnd-
img nuclear issues, climate, Afghanistan,
Iram, Syria and North Kore.

The Kremlin said the leaders would
digcuss “toplcal lssues . . . incheding
interactbon in the fight againsi the cora-
navirus pandemicand the setthement of
regional conflicts”, Fussia has denied
allegations of meddlimg in TS elections
as well as the Solarwinds cyber attack.

The summit was announced the day
after & meeting in Geneva between fake
Sullivan, Biden's national security
adviser, and Mikolai Patrushev, secre-
tary of the Russian Scourity Council,
Belarus reparts & Global Insight page 3

Chiness househol ds will exceed $70m by
20030, more than half af which will be
allocated to products such as mutaal
Punds amd wealth mamage et

China's wider wealth market was
worth RmblLz1 6t ($18.9tn0) in 2020, up
10 per cent from a year earlier, accord-
ing to a report from Boston Comsulting
Group and China Everbright Bank.

Amundi, a French asset manager,
became the first forelgn company to
launch a majority foreign-owned wealth
management business last year when it
joined forces with Bank of China,

Government reforms in China have
encouraged foreign involvement across
firmncial services. [PMorgan Asset Man-
agement unveiled plans to by out its
mutual fand jolnt venture partner last
year after China allowed overseas com-
panies to own mutual fund businesses
fully For the first time.
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World Markets

Briefing

» German landlords seek merger backing
The country's biggest listed residential groups have

offered to limit rent rises to win polithcal support for
an €18bn te-up that will create a powerful player in
Berlin's red hat property market.— FASE 5: LEX. PAGE 18

+ Moderates blocked in Iran reform blow
Constitutional watchdog the Guardian Council has
barred two moderate candidates from next month's
presidential election, keaving hardiine jadiciary
chiel Ebrahim Raisl as the frontrunner.— pacs s

» Biden meets Floyd Lunily at White House
The US president was to nseet i r—
the Eumi by of George Floyd as
the anniversary of his murder
increased wrgency for action o
raclal injustice. — PaSE 2 HIRIMG
ACTION, BAGE 5 FT WIS W, FAGE M

» Astrafeneca’s $39bn US swoop probed
Thee UTEC oo titheir resga Babor Teas said in is looking
imto the vaocine produ cer's takeover of biotech
group Alexion, a specialist in treatments for rare
diseases. The deal has won US approval— page &

+ Erdogan fires third central banlk official
The Turkish presklent has fired ome of the depaty
governors, the third top official dismissed in two
‘montha. The Bra was litle changed in a sign that
imvestors are inured to the staff changes.— pase +

» US companiecs’ political cash piles soar
Big companies have built up reserves of $28m after
halting contributions in the wake of the Capliol Hill
riot. The unspent war chest promises a spending
b for next year's midterm polla— pace 3

» Pantomime backers eye theatres” encore
Crosstoads Live, the Pantomine OO mpany,
has bisen sold to a bauyout-hacked investor which is
betting theatres’ empty days are behind them as
national lockdowns are Hfted.— pace 5
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OME YEAR LATER The Minneapolis intersection where George Floyd was killed now bears his name and monuments for racial jus|

A Belarus Exile
Refused to Live

Frozen in Fear

By ANDREW HIGGINS
and ANDREW E. KRAMER

WARSAW — Since his teenage
wears as a rebellious high school
student in Belarus and continuing
into his 205 while in exile abroacd,
Roman  Protasevich  faced so
many threats from the country’s
security apparatus — of violent
beatings, jail. punishment against
family members — that “we all
sort of got used o them,” a fellow
exiled dissident recall

So, despite his being branded a
terrorist by Belarus late last year
— a capital offense — Mr. Protase-
wich was not particularly worried
when he set off for Greece from
Lithuania, where he had been liv-
ing, to attend a conference and
take a short vacation this month
with his Russian girlfriend, Sofia
Sapega.

But that sense of security was
shattered on Sunday when they
were snatched by Belarus securi-
ty officials on the tarmac at Minsk
MNational Airport after a MiG-28
fighter jet was scrambiled to inter-
cept his commercial Might home to
Lithuania reece. Mr. Prota-
sevich, 26, now faces the venge-
ance n\f Preﬁideﬂl Aleksandr G.
Lukashenko, the G6-year-old Be-
larusian leader from whom he
once received a scholarship for
gifved students but whom he has
since defied with unflinching zeal.

In a short wvideo released on
Monday by the authorities in Be-
larus, Mr. Protasevich confessed
— under duress, his friends say —
to taking part in the organization
of “mass unrest” last vear
Minsk, the Belarus capital, That is
the government’s term for weeks
of huge street protests after Mr
Lukashenko, in power since 1994,
declared a landslide re-election
wictory in an  August election
widely dismissed as brazenly
rigged.

Stispan Putsila, the fellow dissi-
dent who described the atmos-
phere around Mr Protasevich,
and the co-founder of opposition
social media channels that Mre
Protasevich used last year to help
mobilize street protests, said he
had spoken to his friend and col-
league about the potential risks
before Mr asevich's depar-
ture for Greece.

They agreed, he said, that it was
best o avoid flying over Belarus,
Russia or any other state that co-
operated with Mr Lukashenko,

Contirnued on Page A%
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‘The First Time the World Stopped and Noticed’

v TIM ARANGO
and ANDRES B. MARTINEZ

MINMNEAPOLISE — It was a day
of reflection, of remembrance, a
time to lay fowers and say pray-
ers, to celebrate Black culture
with art and music and food, and
to recall the life of a man whose
dearh, one wyear agn, shook the
country and forced it to confront
its painful legacy of racism and
police brutality.

In Minneapolis on Tuesday, as
people gathered to mark the anni-
versary of the police killing of
George Floyd, there was space for
it all: the trauma and the grief;
some celebration, over a murder
comvict of a police officer: and
a mes re of hope, too, that in
dicath Mr Floyd, a Black man, had
nudged America tow; more ra-

Floyvd’s Killing Marked
by Memorials and
Calls for Action

cial equality.

Mr Floyd's death has “really
highlighted for so many people in
the country the problems of police
brutality and the need to defend
the humanity of Black and brown
people” said Debby Pope, a Chi-
cago teacher who came on Tues-
day to George Flovd Sguare,
where Mr. Floyd was killed

“0f course, it’s solemn because
we are remembering a  brutal
murder;” she said. “But it's also a
cause for celebration because on
the ashes of tragedy the commu-

nity has built something really
beautiful.”

Even as all eyes were on Min
apolis — where the governor is-
sued a proclamation for & moment
of silence lasting nine minures and
20 seconds. the amount of time a
white officer’s knee remained on
Mr. Flowd's neck — people gath-
ered in remembrance all across
the country, to honor not just the
life of Mr. Floyd, but to reflect on
what has changed, and what has
not, in America.
emonstrators marched  in
downtown Los Angeles, Philadel-
phia officials planned a citywide

Continued on Page A1S

TIMELIMNE A look at what has
unfolded in the year since the
death of George Floyd. PAGE A16
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Andrew Yang, a front-runner in the Demaocratic mayoral primary, this month in the Bronx.

Betting on Political Star Power to Win City Hall

By DANA RUBINSTEIN
and KATIE GLUECK
As Andrew Yang approached
the corner store in Manhattan, a
cameraperson in tow, the setting
seemed familiar, It couldnt be
that bodega — the place he visited
in the infancy of his mayoral cam-
aipn, the place that brought him
le because it wasn't really a
a in the Mew York sense,
with its bright lights, wide aisles

Inexperience Trips Up
Yang on the Trail

and well-stocked shelves.

Oh, but it was. Mr. Yang had re-
turned to the scene of an early
campaign crisis, a place that was
tox be a simple backdrop for a
seemingly innocuous  tweet in
January in support of bodegas, In-

stead, Mew Yorkers guestioned
his knowledge and awthenticity —
a hint of the criticism that would
follow many of his quick takes on
mal(er‘s both  substantive and
light.

M Yang was unfazed, then and
now. He entered the 7 Brothers
Famous Deli in Hell's Kitchen,
greeted the workers like they
were old friends, and repeated his
order from his first visit: green tea
and a handful of bananas.

Continued on Page A%

ULS. Is Looking
To Rebuild Ties
To Palestinians

A Shift in Policy Risks
Tensions With Israel

By LARA JAKES
and ISABEL KERSHNER

RAMALLAH, West Bank —
America’s top diplomat came to
the seat of the Palestinian govern-
ment on Tuesday with promises of
additional aid, a reopened consul-
ate in Jerusalem and a broad sym-
pathetic pledge to rebuild ties that
had been severed by the previous
administration in favor of Israel

With the raw emotion of deaths
and wreckage from an 11-day war
between lsrael and Hamas mili
tants still fresh in the minds of 1s-
raelis and Palestinians, the ac-
tions by Secretary of State Antony
J. Blinken represented, in tone at
least, an attempted revival of
America’s former role as a more
neutral mediator in the Middle
East's most protracted conflict.

It amounted o a sharp turmn-
about from the policies of former
President Donald J. Trump, who
had made no secret of siding with
Israel by closing a political chan-
nel with the Palestinian Auathority
and cutting off humanitarian
sistance to millions of Palestin
ians.

But it also carries big risks. The
Biden administration says it will
help finance an enormous recon-
struction effort in the Gaza Strip.
which is controlled by Hamas, a
militant group considered a ter-
rorist organization by the United
States, Israel and many other
countries,

Rebuilding ties with the Pales-
tinians also risks angering Istael,
the most reliable 1S, ally in the
Middle East, whose leaders are al-
ready anxious about the Biden ad-
ministration’s atempes to rejoin a
nuclear agreement with Iran Is-
rael has long opposed and worked
to undermine a deal.

Ar nearly every stop on a day-
long series of meetings in Jerusa-
lem and Ramallah, Mr Blinken
emphasized the tragic deaths af
civilians — including children —
in the cross-border hostilities be-
tween Hamas and Israel that
ended in a fragile cease-fire late
last week.

“The aspirations of the Pales-
tinian people are like those of peo-
ple everywhere,” Mr. Blinken said
after meeting the Palestinian
leader, Mahmoud Abbas, at his
presidential office in the occupied
West Bank. The United States is
committed, he said, “to working
with the Palestinian people to re-
alize these aspirations"

He then announced that the
State Department would reopen a
U.S. consulate in Jerusalem to
handle Palestinian affairs that
had been shut by the Trump ad-
ministration in 2019, and send an
additional $112 million in aid and
development funding to the West

Continued on Page A0

PENTAGON SPEEDS
AFGHANISTAN EXIT
DESPITE WORRIES

NOW PLANNING FOR JULY

Unresolved Questions on
Dealing With Terror
Threats and Allies

This article is by Thomas Gib-
bons-Neff, Eric Schmitt and Helene
Cooper.

KABUL, Afghanistan — United
Stares troops and their NATO al-
lies intend to be out of Afghanistan
by early to mid-Tuly, well ahead of
President Biden’s Sept. 11 with-
drawal deadline, military officials
said, in what has turned into an ac-
celerated ending to America’s
longest war.

But the race to the exits, which
has picked up steam as planeloads
of equipment and troops are flown

out of the country, leaves the
United States grappling with huge
unresolved issues that officials

reats like Al Qaeda from
afar after American roops leave,
Mor have top Defense Depart-
ment officials secured agreement
from allies about repositioning

CRACIR FUN TI PCW YOIRK TINES

A member of the Afghan Air
Force during a supply mission.

American troops in other nearby
countries. And administration of-
ficials are still grappling with the
thorny guestion of whether Amer-
ican warplanes — most likely
armed Reaper dromes will pro-
wvide air support to Afghan forces
o help prevent the country's cit-
ies from falling to the Taliban,
“Withdrawing forces is actually
a really delicate kind of operation
that has risks associaved with it
said Michéle A, Flournoy, a for-
mer under secretary for defense
under President Barack Obama.
“There's a lot they have to work
through before the last person
steps on the plane — especially
when wou have allies on the
ground who are going to inherit
what we are leaving behind."
Mr  Biden announced
Continued on Page All

last

In Land of Farms and Factories,
E-Business Sows Warehouses

By MICHAEL CORKERY

OREFIELD, Pa. — From his of-
fice in an old barn on a turkey
farm, David Jaind]l watches a tow-
ering flat-screen TV with video
feeds from the hatchery to the pro-
cessing room, where the birds are
butchered, Mr Jaindl is a third-
generation farmer in Pennsylva-
nig's Lehigh Valley, His turkews
sold at Whole Foods and
White House on

But there is more to Mr Jaindls
business than turkevs., For dec-
ades, he has been involved in de-
weloping land into offices, medical
ies and subdivisions, as the
areain and around the Lehigh Val-
ley has ewvolved from its agricul-
tural and manufacturing roots o
also become a health care and

higher education hub.,

Mo Mr. Jaindl is taking part in
anew shift. Huge warehouses are
sprouting  up  like mushrosms
along lecal highways, on country

= and in farm fields. The boom
is being driven, in large part, by
the astonishing growth of Amazon
and other e-commerce retailers
and the arca’s proximity Lo New
York City, the nation's largest con=
centration of online shoppers,
roughly 80 miles away.

“They are certainly good for our
area,” said Mr Jaindl, who is de-
veloping land for several new
warehouses. “They add a nice tax
base and good employment.”

But the warehouses are being
built at such a dizzying pace that

Corttinued on Page Al4

INTERNATIONAL AE-1Y

Drama Anticipated in Britain
Boris Johnson's former adviser Domi-
nic Cummings is expected to deliver

seorching testimony aboul government
mishandling of the pandemic. PAGE AS

MNATIONAL

Texas to Loosen Gun Rules
State lawmakers and Gov, Greg Abbots
are poised to allow most adults over 21
1o openly carry handguns, with no
permit required. PAGE Al3

A1Z.19, 22 ARTS C1-6

A Lost Library Reappears

Manuscripts acquired from the Brontg
family in the 19th century will be auc-
tioned at Sotheby s, PAGE C1

The Arts Lose an Ally
Taiwan, a haven for cultural events, has
shut theaters because of Covid, just as

Biden's Senate Schmoozer
Senator Chris Coons, Democrat of

Fight for Iragi Activism

A movement demanding a new kind of

BUSINESS BI-6
Return of Dressing Up

FOOD D1-8
Cicadas Arrive, on the Menu

) Iraqg carries on, despite intimidation Delaware, may be the key to deals that h - they are reopening elsewhere.  PAGE C1
The fashion rental industry, hit hard by from Iranian-backed militias.  PAGE As enact the president s agenda.  PAGE Al2 The chefl Bun Lai says the insect’s
the pandemic, is booming as never crunchy exterior gives way to creami- OPINION AZO-21
before as people go oul again  PAGE Bl . - mess, like a soft shell crab, PAGE D4 .
TRACKING AN OUTBEREAK A4-7 SPORTSWEDNESDAY B7.9, 12 Thomas L. Friedman  race am

A Milestone, More or Less
Major League Baseball believes it will
register its two millionth run this week,
bt the statistics are in flux. PAGE BT

TikTok Makes Food Stars
Some voung cooks are cashing in with
recipes and viral videos, and finding
very fast fame. PAGE DI o

Wind Power Breakthrough

The way has been cleared for the once-
dismissed idea of having turbines off
the coast of California. PAGE B1

Dropping Focus on Mild Cases
The C.D.C. said at least 10,000 vacci-
nated people were infected with the
wvirus through the end of April. PAGE AT
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MARCTUS ¥AM Los Angeles Times

PALESTINIANS HOLD a vigil in Gaza City on Tuesday to condemn the killing of civilians, including children, in Israeli airstrikes. Before
Friday's cease-fire, the 11-day war between Israel and the militant group Hamas reduced homes and buildings in the Gaza Strip to rubble.

U.S.
mends
ties 1n
Mideast

Blinken wvisits West
Bank to announce
Palestinian aid and trv
to shore up cease-fire.

By TRacy WILKINSON

RAMALLAH, West Bank
— Secretary of State Antony
J. Blinken on Tuesday be-
came the most senior U.S.
oafficial to travel to the heart
of the occupled Palestinian
West Bank in years, offering
millions in aid and a renewed
push for a future Palestinian
state.

And when a secretary of
State comes to town — espe-
cially one that has found it-
self caught on the fringes of
deadly warfare in recent
days — people sit up and
take notice. Blinken arrived
here in Ramallah in a mile-
long convoy of armored vans
that, lights ablaze and with
police escort, bobbed its way
over the hillside streets of
the sprawling city to the
compound of Palestinian
Authority President Mah-
moud Abbas.

Blinken, on the first day
of his first Middle East trip,
also announced plans o
reapen a U5 diplomatic
mission in Jerusalem that
will handle Palestinian af-
fairs. The previous Ameri-
can Consulate in Jerusalem,
a de facto U.S. Embassy for

[ See Mideast, AD]

Biden and Putin
schedule summit
The two leaders will
meet next month in a
bid to restore stability
to U.S.-Russia rela-
tions. WORLD, A3

New York prosecutors
convena a grand jury
in a criminal investiga-
tion of the former
president. NATION, A6

Weather
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At Capitol, Floyd family
pushes for police reform

White House visit marks a year since Minneapolis killing

By CHRIS MEGERIAN
AND ELI STOKOLS

WASHINGTON — Scon after the
police officer who kKilled George Floyd
was convicted of murder, President
Biden called Floyd's relatives with a
promise: Onece he could sign legisla-
tion named for Floyd to change polic-
ing nationwide, he would fly them to
Washington for the occasion.

Floyd's family visited the White
House on Tuesday, the anniversary
of his death, but there was no bill-
signing ceremony. Bipartisan nego-
tlations on Capitol Hill have yet to
produce a breakthrough, a reminder
of the steep hurdles that Biden faces
as he confronts the country’s en-
trenched racial problems and its po-

litical polarisation.

So the visit became an opportuni-

ty for legislative lobbying.

“If you can make federal laws to
protect the bird which is the bald
eagle, then you can make federal laws
to protect people of color™
Floyds brothers., Philonise Floyd,
told reporters after meeting with
Biden and Viee President Kamala
Two other brothers and a
nephew similarly pleaded briefly for

Harris.

Congress to act.

[Soe Floyds, A7)

Gunfire mars memorial
Shots ring out at George Floyd
Sguare, sending people seram-
bling for safety. NATION, AS

oane of

EVAN WUCCI Associnted Press

GIANNA FLOYD, the daughter of George Floyd, who died in Win-

Promises falling short
Racial reckonings show not
much has changed, Erika D
Smith writes., CALTFORNIA, Bi

been stolen.

neapolis on May 25, 2020, walks out of the White House on Tuesday.
Honoring Floyd in L.A.

Angelenos gather to remember
him and others whose “lives have

T CALIFORNIA, Bi

mmes

latimes.com

LAPD
FUNDS
PUT TO
OTHER
USES

City Council vores to
spend $8%9 million on
gang efforts, homeless
programs and more,

BY DAROTA SMITH
AND DAVID ZAHNISER

One year after George
Floyd's murder in Minneap-
olis, Los Angeles city leaders
on Tuesday fnallzed their
plan for spending money
thatwas moved last summer
out of the Police Depart-
ment and into programs
aimed at helping communi-
ties of color.

The wvote by the City
Council means some 539
million originally slated to
pay for police services will in-
stead MNow Lo antigang initla-
tives, universal income pro-
grams, homeless services,
education and jobs initia-
tives and more.,

The council’s action fol-
lowed a drumbeat of calls
from activists and commu-
nity groups who sought a re-
thinking of the city's budget
following a tumultuous year
of protests over police bru-
tality and a health crisis that
laid bare the inequality that
plagues the city.

Although activists ex-
pressed satisfaction in see-
ing law enforcement funding
go into social programs,
some remained frustrated
that Mayor Eric Garcetti
and the City Council re-
cently increased the LAPD's
budget for the fiscal year
that starts onJuly L

Councilman Curren
Price, who is running for re-
election in 2022, called the
reprogramming of the
LAPD funds part of a “con-
tinuing down payment in
our guest for eguity and re-

[Seo Funds, Al12]

A plan for
California
offshore
wind farms

White House says two
projects could power
L6 million homes —
but hurdles are major.
By Anvna M. PHILLIPS.

RoOBANNA X1a
AND SAaMMyY ROTH

-" U W

TOKYO 2021

City’s Olympic dreams turn to dread

The vast majority of
people in Japan want
the Games canceled
because of pandem

By VicTOoRLA KiMm
anD Hanaro LowRY

TOEYOD — Come July,
Takahiro Katsumi's home of
Saitama is on deck to host
some of  the Summer
Olympics” most prominent
events. including basketball,
soccerand golf.

1t's an alarming prospect.
for Katsumi, a 48-year-old
translator whose wife is bat.-
tling cancer. He worries that
Japan's healtheare system,
already strained due to high
infection and death rates in
a fourth wave of the

HIRO KOMAE Associated Press
IN TOKYO, many say the Games are an unreason-
able rislk. “Why did we not say no?™ one resident says.

COVID-19 pandemic, would
be overwhelmed if Olympic
wvisitors trigger another
surge — leaving his wife even
more vulnerable.

To Katsumi, forging
ahead with the Tokyo
Olympics is an unreason-
able risk that will leave the
Japanese public shoulder-
ing the regret and conse-
quences alfter the athletes
and the world's spotlight
have come and gone.

“Why are we risking our
loved ones for this?" he
asked. “Why did we not say
no?™

With just two months to
o until the opening ceremao-
ny, much of the Japanese
public appears to share Kat.-
sumi's worries.,

More than 80% of Japa-
nese residents said in recent

[See Olympics, Ad]

The federal government
plans to open more than
250,000 acres off the Califor-
nia coast to wind dewvel-
opment, the Biden adminis-
tration announced Tuesday,
as part of a major effort to
ramp up the nation’s rene
able energy and cutl its
mate-warming emissions.

TUnder the plan, the ad-
ministration would allow
wind power projects to be
built in federal waters off the
coast of Central California
northwest of Morro Bay, as
well as at a second location
west of Humboldt Bay., Offi-
cials estimate that the two
areas combined could gen-
erate 4,600 megawatts of
electricity — enough to
power L6 million homes.

The government's plans
represent a “breakthrough,”
sald Gina MceCarthy, Presi-
dent Biden's senlor climate
change advisor.

“ILSs an announcerment
that will set the stage for the
long-term development of
clean energy and the growth
of a brand-new made-in-

[See Wind, A

BUSINESS INSIDE:

Seven homes in seven neighborhoods, listed for about $700,000. A8
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River perdio y
sufrio, pero se
clasifico en la Copa

Pasoa los octavos de final pese a que cayo
3-1ante Fluminense en Niafez; Junior
lo pudo eliminar, pero solo empatd sin

goles. Deportes

especticulos

MERCEDES MORAN.
“SIEMPRE FUI FEMINISTA,
PERO NO LO SABIA”

Estrena por streaming su unipersonal jAy,

amor divino!, un autorretrato conmaovedor
donde se refiere a los hombres de suviday

asuinfancia pueblerina.

TRASEL CASO FLOYD,
LOSPROBLEMAS
PERSISTEN EN EE.UU.

el mundo

La condena del policia Derek Chauvin trajo
alivioy unasensacion de justicia, pero Biden
ann intenta aprobar reformas para atacarla
cuestidn de fondo. Pagina10

LA NACION

MIERCOLES 26 DE MAYODE 2021 | LANACION.COM.AR

Desde el kirchnerismo
piden suspender los pagos
al FMI y al Club de Paris

peubpa. El planteo fue avalado por gobernadores, legisladores, sindicalistas y funcionarios

Un nuirido abanico de referentes
politicos, econdmicos, sociales y
gremiales del kirchnerismo lanza-
ron ayer una proclama que traza
una hoja de ruta sobre como debe-
riaencararel Gobiemo larenegocia-
cidn de ladeuda. Como primer paso
sugieren la inmediata suspension
de los pagos al Fondo Monetario In-

ternacional (FMI) y al Club de Paris
mientras se extienda la pandemia.
Elmensajeapareceenmediode las
negociaciones de AlbertoFerndndez
con los organismos de créditoy pre-
sionasobre la politicadel ministrode
Economia, Martin Guzmidn, quien
quedd debilitado tras su intento fa-
llidode desplazaralsubsecretariode

Energia, Federico Basualdo.

El documento fue impulsado por
la diputada Fernanda Vallejosy ava-
lado por 2000 firmas, entre otros, de
losgobernadores GildoInsfran (For-
mosa) y Gustavo Melella (Tierra del
Fuego); los sindicalistas Pablo Mo-
yanoy Héctor Daer,y Teresa Garcia,
ministra de Axel Kicillof. Pagina 13

La Iglesia
reclamo
dialogo para
enfrentar

la crisis
TEDEUM. El cardenal Poli
pidid a la dirigencia dejar
de lado las divisiones

Con un marcado tono critico, el

arzobispo de Buenos Aires y pri-

CON MEREKEL mado de la Argentina, cardenal
MarioPoli, lereclaméal conjunto

de la dirigencia politica “dejar de

AlbertoFernandez buscarsd lado los enfrentamientos” y ejer-
hoy el apoyo de lacanciller cer “unaauténtica capacidad deli-
alemana, Angela Merkel, derazgo” paraenfrentar ladoloro-
porladeuda. Pagina13 sa situacion que atraviesa el pais.
Ensuhomiliadel 25 de Mayo, hizo

un enfitico lamado a dejar de la-

Lapresencialidad enlas escuelas fue uno de E prri.n.:ipa.le—s reclamos, como

Amplia protesta contra las restricciones

coroNAVIRUS. Hubo manifestaciones en el centro porteno v en las capitales del interior por vacunas y clases

Lasmedidas del Gobierno contra los
efectos de la pandemia de Cowvid-19
fueron el foco de las protestas de los
manifestantes que se expresaron
ayer en distintos puntos del pais. En
el Obelisco, frente ala quinta presi-
dencial de Olivos, endistintas ciuda-
des bonaerenses y en capitales del
interior se hizosentirelmalestar por
la falta devacunasy la suspensionde
las clases presenciales, entre otras

demandas contra el Gobierno,
#25MRevoluciénPorLaLibertad
fueunodelos hashragsa travésdelos
cuales sedifundid laconvoecatoriaen
las redes sociales, y consignas como
“no a los superpoderes” y “sin justi-
cia no hay repiblica” se podian ver
en algunos carteles en Mar del Pla-
ta, Bahia Blanca, Rosario, Mendoza.
San Miguel de Tucuman, Cordoba y
San Carlos de Bariloche. Casi sin la

presenciade agrupaciones politicas,
hicieron notar su presencia comer-
ciantes, duefios de bares, restauran-
tesy gimnasios afectados porel cierre
delaactividad. Pagina2

México envia 800.000
vacunas de AstraZeneca
Maia Jastreblansky. Pagina 2

observd en el centro portefio

do “las posturas que promueven el
resentimientoy ladivision™, v des-
tacd que “el didlogo es el camino
para enfréentar esta etapa dificil y
exigente”. El prelado remarcd, ade-
mias, el aumento de la pobrezayla
falta de trabajo. Pagina 15

Colombia le
nego el ingreso
a Grabois y lo
deporto

CONFLICTO. El dirigente kirch-
nerista Juan Grabois fue impe-
dido de ingresar en Colombia y
deportadoa la Argentina, luego
dequeintentd sumarse a las ma-
nifestaciones internacionales de
apoyo a las protestas contra el
gobierno de Ivan Duque. Eldiri-
gente buscaba entrar en Colom-
bia como parte de un conglome-
rado de referentes de diferentes
paises denominado Misidn
Internacional de Solidaridad y
Observacidon de Derechos Hu-
manos. Paginal4

SANTIAGO FILIFUZZL

Lafaltade

gas afectaa
estaciones de
GNC e industrias
CORTES. LIn paro portuario

complicd la provision;
preocupa una ola de frio

EL ANALISIS

El ruido que
oculta la mala
gestion
Joagquin Morales Solda
LA NACKH
Pigina3

Pégina 17
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Presidente
do fundo de

pensiao do
BB renuncia

O mandato de José Mauri-
cio Pereira Coelho iria aré
2022, Suasaidase didapdsa
de Fausto Ribeiro no

nco estatal e a reniancia
de dois membros do con-
selho. Na Previ, a avalia
Gao € que o executivo vi-
nha sendo pressionado a
sair, de modo a abrir vaga
para aliados do governo.
Na Caixa, intervencao
naFuncef geroureacio de
funciondrios. mercado A19

Delagdo de Cabral
contra Toffoli é
arma de calunia

Sequéncia de atos ilegais,
0 CASO MOostra até que pon-
to podem chegar acusa-
pbes levianas e criminali-
zacoes indevidas, em total
desrespeito as garantias
constitucionais, opinigoas
Sepiilveda Pertence,

Eros Grau e Nelson Jobim

Posicdo russa em
prisdo eleva seu
poder na Belarus

O governo Putin disse que
a prisao do blogueiro Ro-
man Protassevich e de sua
namorada, a russa Sofia
Sapega, nio € um [ema ur
gente. Analistas creem que
0 pais pode ter encorajado
oepisodio, para aumentar
a influéncia sobre a dita-
dura belarussa. mundo a16

Gestos de Maduro
visam manipular,
afirma Guaido

Em entrevista a Folha, o
opositorvenezuelano Juan
Guaidé afirmou que conti-
nuAarid a pressionar o regi-
me por garantias maiscon-
cretas do que os acenos
que ele enxerga como des-
pistes emuma negociacao
apoiada pela comunidade
internacional. Munde a17

B9
Selecao
s 7%
meédica
Em meio a incertezas li-
gadas a4 Covid, o Comité
Olimpico do Brasil ampli-
ou o comité médico pa-
ra discurir a ida a Téguio.
Infectologista influiu em
protocolos como a distri-

buicio de uniformes e re-
médios levados aos Jogos.

Esporte

B11
Freud ajuda a
explicar sucesso de
games em gue morte
é parte da diversao

Iustra

Startups &

Fint A28

Pais pode ter apagao
de mao de obra com
brasileiro em ‘home

office no exterior’

echs
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A secretiria de Gestao do
Trabalho e da Educacio do
Ministério da Sadide, Mayra
Pinheiro, afirmou & CPI da
Covid que a pasta orientou
meédicos a adotarem o cha-
mado tratamento precoce,
que inclui remédios inefi-
cazes contra o coronavinus.,

QUARTA-FEIRA, 26 DE MAIO DE 2021

Secretaria contradiz Pazuello
sobre tratamento e Amazonas

Mayra Pinheiro, da clupula do ministério, diz a CPI que pasta orientou médicos a adotar cloroquina

Ao longo de quase oito ho-
ras de depoimento, a médi-
ca defendeu o uso de hidro-
xicloroquina contra a Covid
econtradisse afirmacdes do
ex-ministro Eduardo Pazuel-
lo, gue a chefiou diretamen-
teem sua passagem pELl Sa-
ade, & mesma comissio,

Umna incongruéncia é a da-
ta do alerta sobre a iminén
cia do colapso hospitalar de
Manaus, ocorrido em janei-
ro. Pinheiro citou 8 de janei-
ro, e Pazuello mencionou o
dia10. Documentos indicam
que a pasta foi informada no
dia 7 que o oxigénio acabaria.

Mayra ¢ investigada em
agao que corre em segredo
naJustica do Amazonas. Ela
afirmouainda que o aplicati-
v TrateCow, que orienta o di-
agndstico, foi alvo de extra-
cao de dados, e nao hacke-
amento, como dissera o ex-
MinNistro. Poder A4 e A6

Pretos sao maiores vitimas
de erro de reconhecimento

INOCENTES PRESOS
Aolongo de 12 meses, a Fo-
lha mapeou casos de pes-
soas encarceradas por er
ro e tragou um diagnostico
do problema no Brasil. Dos
cemcasosinvestigados para
este levantamento inédito,
amaioria & de pretos, e qua-
se a totalidade, de pobres.

Um dos combustiveis pa-
raainjustica estd em I’al!Ea
nomomento do reconheci-
mento pelas vitimas, tema
da primeira reportagemda
série. cotidiano B6 e BT

Procedimento errado
condena jovem negro a
10 anos de prisio s>

Wilson Rosa ficou 32 dias preso apés passar por reconheci-
mento considerado iNCOrreto karime xader/Folrapress

Durante depoimento de Mayra the-ro a CPI mamﬁastanhes inflaram boneco de Bolsonaro com cloroquina redes Ladesrs fFotaprase

Isolamento

€ menor aqui
que em lideres
de vacinacio

Andlise de 16 paises mos-
traque brasileiros saem as
ruas bem mais do que bri-
tinicos e americanos, gue
registram taxas de imuni-
zagio mais avangadas.
Para especialistas, criti-
casdo presidente ao isola-
mento social e informali-
dade da economia minam
apoio arestricdes. Sadde Bl

Apods piora no interior
de SP, novos lockdowns
fecham até farmicias s2

Anvisa autoriza
testes de soro anti-
Covid do Butantan

Sande B3

Brasil tera estudo
de imunizante da
Pfizer em gravidas

Sadde B3

Esper Kallds
Combate ao

supertransmissor
Estudos que comprovam
que algumas pessoas espa-
ITham quantidade astrond-
mica de virus reforcam im-
portincia da testagem. B3

Vacinagio no Brasil
46 da populacio vacinada®™

2* dose 1* dose
Brasil 13,2 26,7
—————————
MS 16,8 35,4
RS 5.2 328
Es 12,8 30,3

Cobertura da primeira dose*

W dt dosas

1,2 mi AR,0 mi
”sp 5.5 mi 10,8 mi
MG 23 mi 4.6 mi
3" BA 1,5 mi 3,2 mi

Dlﬁmduiuhde'ﬂ mai *Acima de
nos —Miia v, o 7 gins
""Em relagio s 14 diss

EDITORIAIS A2

Além dos holofotes
Sobre necessidade de mais
preparo na CPI da Covid.
Terra sem lei

Acerca de medida fundis-
ria absurda emn Ronddnia.

ATMOSFERA

530 Paulo hoje

o4 &h 1Ih 18h 24h

Mol Amanhi
Fonte: www climatempa.com.br

R% 5,00

Andlise Sabine Righetti
e Estévio Gamba

Artigo citado por depoentes é
irrelevante para cientistas aes
Pinheiro erra ao defender
app que recome

uso de cloroquina;

veja checagem as

For¢as Armadas

negaram leitos em
hospitais militares
Documento enviado pelo
Ministério da Defesa & CPI
MOSLra que 20 MEenos trés
estados, 0 DF e ummunici-
pio tiveram negado o aces-
so de civis aleitos de enfer
maria e UT1 em hospitais
das Forgas. A pasta diz que
ademanda no sistema mi-
litar eraelevada. Poderai

Policia do Senado
abre investigacio
contra colunista

Eduardo Girdo (Pode-CE)
e Luiz Carlos Heinze (PP-
RS), apoiadores de Bolso-
naro na CPL, se disseram
vitima de caltinia e injtria
em artigo de Celso Rocha
de Barros na Folha. O so-
cidlogo classificou o caso
comao intimidacao e disse
que ndoird depor. Poderar

Madeira deixou
pais sem aval,
dizem técnicos

Cerca de 3.000 cargas de
madeira amazdnica foram
exportadas do Pard sem
permissio do Ibama, dis-
seram fiscais & Policia Fe-
deral, que investiga o es-
quema. Presidente afasta-
do do 6rgao ignorou nota
técnica que desaconselha-
va eXpOortacio. Ambiente BS

Comando do Exército

quer Pazuello na reserva
Generais pressionaram pa-
raele pedir sua transferén-
cia, mas 0 ex-ministro dis-
sendo ter a intencao. a4

semindriosfolha

: 0 Futuro da =
: Mata Atlantica *

HOJE
11h as 12h30

Acompanhe a0 vivo o debate
online sobre os pusswEls
caminkos a serem

na restauragso e preservaqau
da regiso

folha.com/futuromataatiantica

Saiba mais na pagina ATB
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La CAP rechaza cualquier eventual retorno a una cuarentena total

De los 720 mil adultos mayores,
Salud solo tiene vacunado al 25%

Stock de vacunas tampoco alcanza para toda la poblacion con 65 afios y mas. Hasta ahora
se han aplicado las dosis solo a 184.392. Mas de 3,223 nuevos positivos, 117 fallecidos.
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trabajan para que
sus hijos tengan un
mejor local escolar

FAGIMA 28

Fiscalia afirma que
tiene suficientes

pruebas para lograr
la condena de 0GD
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Itaipui insiste en impedir control de gastos sociales '
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« Sans la liberté de blamer. il n'est point d'éoge flatteur = Beaumarchais

BOUALEM SANSAL

L'ECRIVAIN ALGERIEN

SINTERROGE SUR LES RACINES

DU DECLIN FRANCAIS race1s

COVID-19

LE MODE D'EMPLOI DU CARNET
DE RAPPEL NUMERIQUE

EN SERVICE LE S JUIN race 10

POLEMIQUE

Face 4 Gérald
Darmanin, Audrey
Pulvar rassemble
la gauche r»

BIELORUSSIE
L’Europe place
Minsk en
quarantaine
PAGE

MALI
Nouveau coup
de force

de la junte rac

VIOLENCES

En Bourgogne,

un maire tabassé
pour une remarque

MEDECINE

Une thérapie
genique capable
de restaurer

en partie la vue
PAGE1l

CLIMAT
L'Europe durcit
le ton, le prix

du carbone s'envole
PAGES 2 T

- Ala Maison
de Vincent,

la vierévée
des autistes

- Régionales:
comment
évaluer

les critéres

de chobx

des électeurs ?

CHAMPS

« La chronique
de Bertille
Bayart

= La tribune
de Marie-Jo

Reéponses a la question
de mardi :
Faut-il interdire
aux compagnies
aeriennes de survoler
la Biglorussie?
oul NON
83% 1I7%
TOTAL DEVOTANTS : 150562
Votez aujourd hui
sur lefigaro.fr

Covid-19 : approuvez-
vous l'obligation de
decliner votre identite a
l'entrée des restaurants ?
FABEM CLAIREFCIND - AXEL HEIMKEN/

i, PICTURE A ALLWHICE WiA AFP-
REALI ALEXIS FRESSE SFORTS

OOTING STAR/ SPUSY ABACA

Anthony Hopkins:
su immédiatement que
“The Father” serait 'un
de mes meilleurs films»

o L ]
A 83 ans, le grand acteur britannique est la boulever-
sante tére d’affiche du premier film du dramaturge
Florian Zeller, en salle ce mercredi. [l se confie avec
humilité au Figaro sur cette interprétation saluée par un
Oscar d’un homme atteint de la maladie d'Alzheimer et
sur I'amitié qui ke lie au cindaste francais. PAGES 28 ET 29

«Jai

L'exécutif face
au casse-téete
de la Nouvelle-
Calédonie

Jean Castex recoit les élus calédoniens a Matignon pour
préparer le troisieme référendum sur I'indépendance.

Dossier perilleux pour tous les
gouvernements depuis prés
de quarante ans, la Nouvelle-
Calédonie s’invite encore une
fols au menu de 'exécutif.
lean Castex regoit a Matignon
Jusqu'au 3 juin la plupart des
élus calédoniens. Le premier
ministre compte préparer le
troisieme et dernier scrutin

sur l'indépendance, prévu
d'ici 4 octobre 2022 dans 1"ar-
chipel, ultime étape d'un
processus de décolonisation
unique, aprés deux référen

dums marqueés par la double
victoire des anti-indépen

dantistes, en novembre 2018,
puis en octobre 2020, Mais si
les pro-France |'ont rempaorté

a deux reprises, le faible écart
(56,7 % en 2018 et 53,3°% en
2020) n'a pas permis de régler
la question de I'indépendan

ce, L'exercice s'annonce donc
delicat pour le gouverne-
ment. Impossible d'échapper
4 un troisiéme scrutin depuis
qu'il a €té demandé début
avril par les indépendantistes.

= LES CINQ PERSONNALITES CLES DU SCRUTIN - MANUEL VALLS: « LA FRANCE A BESOIN DE LA
NOUVELLE-CALEDONIE » - UNE STRATEGIE ECONOMIQUE EN ECHEC - SONIA BACKES (DELEGATION
LOYALISTE): « NOUS VOULONS SORTIR DE L INCERTITUDE » PAGES 2 A 4 ET LEDITORIAL

E EDITDR].AL par Yves Thréard ythreard@lefisarofr
Trente ans d’incertitude

vingt-quatre heures de val de
Paris, la Nouvelle-Calédonie
attend de connaitre son destin,
Une soixantaine d’années
aprés I'Algérie et drautres pays
africains, quatre décennies aprés les Co-
mores, Djibouti et Vanuatu, ce bout de
France planté¢ au cozur du Pacifique va-t-il
prendre son indépendance? Le non I'a
emporté deux fois, en 2018 et 2020, mais
I"écart s'est resserreé entre les deux refé-
rendums. Alors, jamais deux sans trois?
Une nouvelle consultation doit avoir lea
fin 2021 ou fin 2022, Le calendrier est en
discussion avec le gouvernement.
Depuis les violents affrontements des an-
nées 1980, "histoire commande de dire que
beaucoup a été fait pour conduire le Caillow
vers I'émancipation totale, au motif qu’il
fallait calmer les esprits. De Mitterrand a
lospin, en passant par Rocard, la gauche
s'y est employvée, Sous la pression &gale
ment d'un fort courant décolonial qui ani-
mait les débats aux Nations unies, Reésul-
tat : la compaosition du corps électoral a
toujours été i I'avantage des indépendan-
tistes alors que 58 % des 270000 habitants

de I"archipel ne sont pas kanaks. Les ni
veaux de participation «ethnique» seront
donc déterminants.

« [La France ne serait pas la méme sans la
Nowvelle - Calédorife », avait lancé Ermina
nuel Macron en 2018, Nous avons, en effer,
de sérieux intéréts a défendre : un quart
des réserves mondiales de nickel, un espa-

_ e maritime gorge
La NDLIVElle de richesses et une

Calédonie présence  geostra-

tégique essentielle.
attend‘ de N'en déplaise aux
connaitre partisans d'un lar-
son destin gage des amarres,

face a I'appétit
d'ogre de la Chine, notre pays ne peut y
rester indifférent.

L’indépendance couperait définitivement
Paris de la carte régionale. Si, en revan-
che, P'archipel demeurait dans le giron
national, ¢'est un nouvel horlzon politique
et économique qu’il conviendrait d"imagi-
ner aprés trente ans d'incertitude, Pour
moins d’instabilité locale et afin que la
Nouvelle-Calédonie  puisse  s'épanouir
dans la République, |
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Canal+ pose ses conditions
pour continuer a soutenir
le cinéma francais

La chaine eryptée estime que
I"autorisation qui va étre don

née par le gouvernement i
Disney, Netflix ou Amazon de
diffuser les films frangais un an
aprés leur sortie en échange
d'un financement minime va

I P

-

=L EUR

déstabiliser tout le systéme.
Dans un entretien au Figaro,
son patron, Maxime Saada, se
dit prét a réduire fortement ses
investissements s'il ne peut
programmer les films au bout
de trois 4 quatre moeis. PAGE28
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Is this a fight
gardeners

canever

‘There was no anger’ The student

leeft paralysed by a falling man

Anger mfomrces

-

climbdown
over travel
restrictions

Helen Pidd
Aubrey Allegretti
Heather Stewart

Ministers were forced toclimb down
ontravel restrictions to English Covid
hotspots after a day of mounting
confusion and anger left millions of
people wondering if they needed to
cancel bank holiday plans.

Contentious advice will be
removed from the government web-
site, a spokesperson confirmed last
night. It had advised against all but
essential travel to and from eight
areas of England where the Covid
variant identified in India has been
spreading. Instead, people will be
advised to “minimise travel”,

The controversial guidance
directly affected 1.7 million people
in eight local authorities - Bedford,
Blackburn, Bolton, Burnley, Kirklees,
Leicester, North Tyneside and the
London borough of Hounslow - as
wellas many others who had holidays
or family visits planned to those areas
following the easing of restricticns.

It was criticised by Conservative

and Labour politicians as having
been introduced “by stealth” after it
appeared on the government website
last week with no warning.

At lunchtime, Downing Street
defended the move as part of a con-
certed shift away from legislation
and towards individual judgment -
but critics warned this would mean
cautious people bearing the weight of
reducing the variant’s spread.

“We are moving away from cen-
tral government edicts back to the
situation where the public are able
toexercisetheirjudgment and that is
what we are seeing upand down the
country,” aNo 10 spokesperson said.

But pressure built on the gov-
ernment throughout vesterday to
remove the travel advice as MPs and
councils were bombarded with que-
ries from constituentsabout whether
they should cancel bookings they had
made for the bank holiday weekend
and half-term break.

Hoteliers and campsite operators
around the country were also left
unsure if they should refuse book-

ings from guests from the oe
affected areas, One couple

Cummings attacks PM
on eve of date with MPs

Heather Stewart
Political editor

Dominic Cummings ramped up his
attacks on Boris Johnson on the eve
ofhisevidence session in front of MPs
today, accusing the prime minister
of having no “serious plan™ to pro-
tect society's most vulnerable people
from the coronavirus pandemic.

5400_u1165

Johnson - along with ministers,
government scientific advisers
and civil servants - is braced for a
lambasting from Cummings when
heis questioned by MPs today. Until
November, he was Johnson's most
senior adviser,

Last night it was reported Cum-
mings will claim Johnson referred
to coronavirus as “kung-
flu”, and was willing to be

PHOTOGRAPH: SHAWN T

Your dad is going

todo what?”’

‘He’s going to change

the world’

News Pageq—

A George Floyd's family yesterday urged

Report on Islamophobia
‘whitewashes’ Tories

Rajeev Syal

A long-awaited review into Islamo-
phobia within the Conservative party
hasbeen condemned asa whitewash
by Muslim Tories, despite including
criticism of the language used by
Boris Johnson and the London may-
oral campaign run by Zac Goldsmith.

Sayeeda Warsi, the party’s former
chairwho first demanded an inquiry,
disagreed with the review's conclu-
sion that there was no evidence of
institutional racism, saying there
were issues “from the top ... to the
bottom™ of the party.

The prime minister’s comments
comparing women wearing the burga
to letterboxes, were criticised in the
report of the inquiry, headed by Prof

US politicians to infroduce new police reform, one year on from his murder

Wednesday
26 May 2021
£220

Swaran Singh. The report found anti-
Muslim sentimentstill present at local
association and individual levels, but
claims of “institutional racism™ were
not borne out by evidence.

Lady Warsi said that the party’s
“processes, attitudes and behaviour”
were at fault from its leadership to
its grassroots. *The report concludes
that from the top - from the prime
minister at one level - to local asso-
ciations at the bottom, there is an
attitude issue and a problem and a
behaviour issue in terms of Islamo-
phobia,” she told Sky News.

“So on each of those counts it
satisfies the definition of
institutional racism ... the



