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Business & Finance

tocks dropped in turbu-

lent trading alongside
other assets as investors’ risk
appetite diminished and the
Fed signaled an eventual shift
away from its easy-money

mic policies, The Dow

fell as much as 587 points be-
fore paring its losses to less
than 200 points, while other
markets steadied as well. AL
# Bitcoin, the volatile dig-
ital currency that briefly
became a trillion-dollar
market, plunged as its
monthlong slide morphed
into a frenzied selloff. A1
-» ial-purpose
acquisition companies and
firms they hawe taken public
are tumbling, punishing in-
dividual investors who piled
into the once-hot sector. BL

# Microsoft said it plans
to largely retire its Inter-
net Explorer browser, add-
ing to the digital scrap
heap a product once at the
center of one of the tech in-
dustry’s biggest battles. B1

+ Target, Lowe"s and the
owner of T.J. Maxx re-
ported robust sales and a
jump in store visits during
the spring, as Covid-re-
lated restrictions eased. Bl
# Some of Discovery’s big-
gest shareholders are get-
ting a premium price for
their stakes under the deal
that combines the firm with
ATET's media business. Bl

# Ford plams to undercut sev-
eral rival producers of electric
pickup trucks on price when
its battery-powered F-150

goes on sale next yvear. B1

#+ ByteDance, the owner of
TikTok, said CEO Zhang would
step down from his role to fo-
cus on long-term strategy. BIL

World-Wide

——

+ A cease-fire in the fighting
between Israel and the Pales-
tinian militant growp Hamsas
could come as early as Friday,
according to people invalved
in the discussions, as pressure
mounts from Washington and
other capitals to bring an end
to airstrikes and rocket fire
that have claimed a rising
toll of civilian casualties. Al

# Colonial Pipeline's CEQ
said authorizing a ransom

payment to hackers was an
option he felt he had to exer-
cise, given the stakes imrolved
in a shutdown of such eriti-

cal energy infrastructure, AL

+ The House passed a bill
authorizing a commission
to investigate the assault on
the U.S. Capitol, but the
proposal could stall in the
Senate after GOP leaders in
Congress and Trump urged
Republicans to reject it. Ad

# Texas” governor signed
a hill that would ban most
abortions after six to eight
weeks, joining other Repub-
lican-led states in a push to
outlaw the procedure. A3

# The U.S. cited the parent
company and CEOQ of a Rus-
sian natural-gas pipeline for
sanctions but waived the pen-
alties, dearing a hurdle for the
completion of the project. A8

# Federal im are
examining whether New York
state officials gave priority
access to Covid-19 testing to
some of Gov. Cuomo’s close
associates and his brother. A3

4+ House Republicans re-
leased a $400 billion trans-
pDITzI‘lIOI] infrastructure bill,
proposing to curb some reg-
ulations and emphasize in-
westment in rural areas. A4
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Europe Saves a Seat for Vaccmated Tourlsts

TRAVEL TIP: The EU moved closer to opening its borders to vaccinated tourists. The measure

is expected to be adopted this week, clearing the way for visitors this summer. A7, AT1

Cease-Fire Seen as Close
In Israel-Hamas Conflict

A cease-fire in the fighting
between Israel and the Pales-
tinian militant group Hamas
could come as early as Friday.

By Vivian Salama,
Felicia Schwartz
and Jared Malsin

according to people involved
in the discussions, as pressure
mounts from Washington and
other foreign capitals to bring
an end to airstrikes and rocket

fire that hawve claimed a rising
number of civilian casualties.

Egyptian  officials  have
made headway in negotiations
with Hamas’ leadership. and
the Israeli military has
vately conceded that it is
nearing the completion of its
objectives, U.5. and foreign of-
ficials said. The Biden admin-
istration anticipates that a
cease-fire could come this
week, barring any unforeseen
clashes that might topple the

fragile discussions, according
to a U.S. official.

The U.S., along with Egypt,
Qatar and several European
nations, has been working to
pressure both Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyakhu
and Hamas leaders to emnd
their military campaigns amicd
dire conditions in Gaza.

There is a mechanism in
place for a cease-fire and the
only issue is timing, the U.S.
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Markets Drop,
Fed Hints at
.. Policy Review

Global shares, other
assets decline amid
volatile trading as risk
takers lose heart

By PauL KIERNAN
Anp JoE WaLLACE

U.S. stocks, commodities,
owverseas shares and bitcoin
dropped in turbulent trading
Wednesday as investors® risk
appetite diminished and the
Federal Reserve signaled an
eventual shift away from its
easy-money pandemic policies.

The Dow Jones Industrial
Average declined as much as
587 points in morning trading
before paring its lesses to less
than 200 points, while other
markets steadied as well.

Investors continued to fret
about the guickening pace of
inflation. Fed officials also ac-

knowledged that evidence of
mounting inflation and a ro-
bust economic recovery could
lead to an earlier review of
near-zero interest rates and
its bond-buying program.
Although Fed officials have
indicated the economy is still
in recovery mode and requires
stimulus  from the central
bank, several said this week
that the central bank is closely
watching economic develop-
ments and will be ready to ad-
Jjust policy when necessary.
Minutes from the central
bank's policy meeting in late
April, released Wednesday, re-
ported that some Fed officials
want to begin discuss a
plan for reducing the Fed's
massive bond-buying program
at a future meeting. The Fed's
Please turn topage AZ

# Selloff for SPACs bruises
Investors ... B1

Bitcoin, Dogecoin
Prices Fall Sharply

Bitcoin, the wolatile digital
currency that briefly became a
trillion-dollar market, plunged
Wednesday as its monthlong
sglide morphed into a frenzied
selloff.

By Paul Vigna,
Alexander Osipovich
and Anna Hirtenstein

Cryptocurrencies have
surged over the past year on a
wave of speculative exciternent,
spurred by famous backers as
varied as Elon Musk, Paul Tu-
dor Jones and Snoop Dogg.

That gawve the small but
growing crowd of bulls a feel-
ing of inevitability that crypto-
currencies would mature into a
significant asset class in their
own right. Bitooin, they wa-

gered, might even fulfill its ini-
tial wvision and become a legiti-
mate alternative currency.

But the same momentum
that drowve prices higher is noaw
sending them relentlessly
lower.

Bitcoin, which traded around
7000 at the beginning of
2020, peaked at $654,829 in
mid-April. Since then, it has
fallen 41% to $38,300 as of 5
p.m. ET Wednesday and earlier
in the day dropped as low as
$£30,202,

“Many people have been
tempted to invest purely be-
cause it has gone up in value
and they have a fear of missing

Please turn to page A2

# Heard on the Street: Volatility
undercuts bitcoin's case... B12

INSIDE

SPORTS
Before this year’s PGA
Championship, Kiawah
replaced the 'Rory Tree’
with a look-alike. A14
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U.S. NEWS
A new type of Covid-19
test comes with four
legs and a wagging
tail. A6

Pipeline Chief Decided
Quickly to Pay Ransom

By CoLLin EATON
Anp DusTin VoLz

The operator of the Colonial
Pipeline learned it was in trou-
ble at daybreak on May 7, when
an employvee found a ransom
note from hackers on a control-
room computer. By that night,
the company’s chief executive
came to a difficult conclusion:
He had to pay.

Joseph Blount, CEQ of Colo-
nial Pipeline Co., told The Wall
Street Journal that he autho-
rized the ransom payment of
$4.4 million because executives
were unsure how badly the cy-
berattack had breached its sys-
tems, and consequently, how
long it would take to bring the
pipeline back.

Mr. Blount acknowledged
publicly for the first time that
the company had paid the ran-
som, saving it was an option he
felt he had to exercise, given
the stakes involved in a shut-
down of such critical energy
infrastructure. The Colonial

Pipeline provides about 45% of
the fuel for the East Coast, ac-
cording to the company.

“T knowr that's a highly con-
trowversial decision,” Mr. Blount
said in his first public remarks
since the crippling hack. 1
didn"t make it lightly: T will ad-
mit that I wasnt comfortable
seeing money zo out the door
to people like this.™

“But it was the right thing
to do for the country,” he said.

In return for the pavment,
made in the form of bitcoin,
about 75 in all, according to a
person familiar with the mat-
ter, the company received a de-
cryption tool to unlock the sys-
tems hackers penetrated.

While it proved to be of
some use, it was ultimately not
enough to immediately restore
the pipeline's systems, the per-
son said.

The pipeline, which trans-
ports gasoline, diesel, jet fuel
and other refined products from
the Gulf Coast to Linden, NI,

Please furn fo page AL

China’s Electric-Car Frenzy Puts
Embattled Tycoon Back on Track

Evergrande’s Xu Jiayin scores $87 billion valuation for auto startup

By TrerFor Moss

weeks away from a potentially devastating

SHANGHAI—Guests at a private August
dinner hosted by billionaire entrepreneur
Jack Ma were intrigued by a fellow diner
who introduced himself as a humhble car

salesman.

It was ¥u Jiayin, better known as the
chairman of China Evergrande Group, the
country’s biggest real-estate developer and
one of China’s most indebted companies, At

Holding Ltd.

the time of the dinner Evergrande was just

Some Bubbles
Can’t Stop
Bursting

- * =
Plan to open travel

dﬂ.tillt‘s ll()pl:!ti once,

then twice &

By FELIZ SOLOMON
AND NaTasHa Kaan

When Singapore-based
travel blogger Aaron Wong
booked a trip to Hong Kong
for this month, part of him
was prepared to be disap-
pointed. He'd been burned be-
fore.

The flight was part of a
highly anticipated travel bub-
ble between the two cities due
to launch on DMay 26. While
the rest of the world is work-
ing out how to relax travel re-
strictions—the European
Union moved this week to al-
low waccinated tourists—the
two Asian financial centers
have tried for months to open

Please turn to page A10

showdown with its creditors.

If he was feeling desperate, Mr. Xu didn't
show it, according to one of the people pres-
ent at the meal at one of Mr.
Hangzhou, where Mr. Ma’s Alibaba Group
is based. He was pitching his
most audacious venture to date: a new elec-
tric-wehicle company that aims, according to
its own public statements, to surpass Tesla
Inc. and others in becoming the world's

Ma’'s houses in

FPlease twrn to page A0
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The final frontier

Battleship diplomacy Tip of the iceberg

Brexit Britain's new aircraft carrier : Arc
sets sail for China —sic reap, PaGE 15

Satellite industry struggles to
consolidate — insiDE BUSIN

ic rivalry heats up among world
great pOWers — ToNY BARBER, PAGE 17

Bitcoin tumbles 30% after China
cracks down on cryptocurrency

& Move sparks volatility & $8.6bn of positions liquidated & Beijing prepares own digital coin

THOMAS HALE AND
TABET KINDER — HOHG KONG
PHILIP STAFFORD — LONDGH

Cryptocurtency markets swang in cha-
atie trading and related stocks wers hit
after Chinese regulators signalled a
arackdown on the use of digital curren-
cles, which have soared this year.

Bitcoin's price tumbled as much as &:10pm May 19 Thethreatsto Donald Tramp's
30 per cent, with frequent rapid lurches - 539 902 businesses have grown after the
lower, before clawing back its losses to ¥ New York attorney-general sabd
lessthan & percent. ‘that investigations were leading

other digital coins were also hit by to possible criminal, and nat

heavy selling, with ethereum, one of the
best-performing cryptecurrencies in
the past month, losing a quarter of its
value. More than $8.6bn of positions
hawe been liguidated in 24 hours,
according to fipares from bybt.oom, a
aryptocurrency data provider

The turbulence came after the Peo-
ple’s Bank of China warned financial
imstitutions against accepting crypto-
currencies ag payment or offering
related services and products, amplify-
ing imvestor fears that regulators might
tighten oversight of the freewheeling
asset class. Virtual currency ks not a
real currency”™ and “should notand can-
not be usad as currency in the market”,
the FBoC sald late on Tuesday.

Elon Musk, Tesla's chief executive and
a cryptocurrency enthusiast, last week
reversed course on accepting bitosin as
payment for Tesla's cars on environ-
mental grounds. However, writing on
Twitter yesterday he indlcated that

Bitcoin’s wild ride

Bam May 17
$45,178

Harrisani®lamy

in early trading, before recovering.
Colnbase shares dropped as muach as=
12 per cent to a record low and Micro
Strategy, the software comprary trmed
bitcedn imvestor, fell 15 per cent.
Marathon Digital Holdings, the

trying to make sure people don't get
scamimed,” sald Paul Haswell, a partner
at law firm Pinsent Masons in Homg
Hong, of China's crackdown.

China’s plans for a digital remmintd,
which waould provide its central bank

1:10pm May 1%
$30,500

ler for retail investors to buy cryptocur-
rencles and permitted the Hsting of
crypto. onpublicmarkets.
Large financial institutions, such as
Goldman Sachs and JPMorgan Chase,
are exploring offering Investments In

Br a

» Botin and Orcel have their day in court
Amid aneof the highest- profile disputes in European
banking inrecent years Santander’s head faced off
against Andrea Orcel, saying that her former friend
had never heen comtracted to be her CEOL— pase 4

» US waives sanctions over gas pipeline
Germany has confirmed that the U5 sanctions on the
company heading the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline are
‘tobe waived, removing a key Washington-Berlin
bone of contention.— race 2

= AstraZeneca booster found to worls well
A study hasfound that the Oxford AstmZeneca jab
workswellasa booster shat, after a third dose was
sherwn tostrengtben participants” antibodles to the
coronavirus's spike protein— pase s

= Trump empire faces criminal ]ruh:

Jasteivil, mBsconduct — pase 3

» KKR to acquire UK infrastructiee grotip
KER has agreed a £2bn takeover deal for John Laing,
the infrastructure imestor, inthe latest of a series of
buryronats 1 img London-listed groups amid the

Eallout from Erexit and Covid-19— pAcE %LEX PASE 10

= Jingye keen to buy Gupta's UK steel sites
The Chinese owner of British Steel s interestad in
acquiring Sanjeev Gupta's UK steel factories, setting
upa potential geopolitical dilermma for the
government of Bor ks fohnson.— pacea

= Pipe reveals securitisation plans

TheUs start-up that lets groups sell future revenue
streamsat a discount, and which Greenspring-led
Imvestors valued at $2bn, plans to launch securitised
productsby the end of the year.— pacE 10

Tesla would not sell its bitcoin and cryplocurrency miner, dropped 13 per  with a record of all currency transac-  digital currencies to wealth manage- Hedonism hiatus Husdania e has bt
would held it for the long term. cent. Galaxy Digital Holdings, the tionsinreal ime, could createacashless  ment clients. Inits latest financial stabil- = of UK respondants wia belleve b lowenst beved
oonditions were highly vola-  Elon Musk Investment company of entrepreneur  payment mechanlsm to compete with 1ty review, the European Central Bank It s Important fo engoy (e in i i for
tile, with biteoin's price swinging in  reversed course  Michael Novograt, fell 12 per cent. vast anline fintech platforms from Ant  said that biteain’s prics valatility made the moment — E:;.:dm
often wide ranges. Binance and Coln-  on accepting The PEoC development reflected Group and Tencent. it risky. Yet financial stability risks to Agree ---w:rlum
base, two of the best-knowm cryptocur-  biteodn in China's campakgn to Hmit institational Imthe US, regulators have made iteas-  eurozone instimtions were lmited as tom ol
rency exchanges, both experienced  payment but activity in cryplocurrencies as it pre- they had little exposure, itadded. Brivorss sgreed
techmical woes as users tried vo sell thelr  says Teska will pares to launch its own digital coln. — R The ECB noved that the surge in bit- —_— } 30 mrth the idea that
holdings. ot be selling Other markets such as the US have Partofitis thl“,l' have their «ooin prices had eclipsed previous finan- —— 40 ‘thempartan
Other cryplocurrencies alsotumbled,  its holdings remained comparatively open Lo insti- L|i;,: 1 renminbi and part «lal bubbles such as “tulip mania® and Fring is o enjoy
including the “joke™ dogecoin, which tutional invehement. e N the South Sea Bubble in the 17th and CLARALUARERS LARLS Lo e L E IR,
fell 40 per cent. “partofit is they have their own dig- O it is trving to make sure 18thcenturies. 2000 ©5 10 15 0 tameceraw will

US securities reliant on cryptocur-
rency trading and prices also slumped

Jerusalem settlers keep
emotions running high

Ax Joe Biden urged a de-escalation of
Israel’s artacks on Gaza, the evicticns
of drab families from thelr Jerusalem
homes to make way for Jewssh settlers
have added fuel to the cunment conflict.
The dispute s rhe Palestinian-srael
confisct writ small. a symbol of the vast
fracts of Arab land taken by ksrael cver
decades of oeoUpATIon. 1srael wants
Jerusalem as s undivided capital and
the Bigger the cify's Jewish population,
Tha less likely 1 15 1o be uprooTed.
Reports & analysis - PAGE 4

ital renminbd, part is the lack of contral
Interms of cash owtflows and partof it is

people don’t get scammed”

Additienal reporting by Wamg Xueqhne in

TOM MITEHELL — SiNGARGRE
TABDY KINDER — HONG KONG
DEMETRI SEVASTORULD — WASHINGT ON

An lnvestment fem founded by the son
o China's most powerful financial offi-
«clal has invested heavily in technology
oompanies, inclading units of leadimg
Chinese internet groups Tencent and
JDucom.

Lin Tlanran, son of wice-premder Lin He,
was listed as chair of Tianyd Ziteng Asset
Management, also known as Skycuos
Capital, when the firm was established
in Zhejiang province in late 2016,
aconrding to corperate records seen by
ithe Financial Times. Ten be, Frve of
whom have worked with Lin Tianman,
conflrmed that he is Liu He's son,
According to corporate filings, Lin
Thanran relinguished the role of chair at
Skyeus in April 2017, skx months before

Firm founded by Beljmgﬁnancnal tsar’s
son invests heavily in China tech stocks

his father was promoted to the Chinese
Communlst party’s 25-member polit-
bure, He also transferred his shares in
Slopous to another executive a year later,
shortly after his father was appolnted
vice-premier with responsibility for the
Fnancialsector.

Liu He had previously been a low-
profile figure whe nonetheless wielded
enormous influence as Presbdent X Jin-
pling’s most trusted adviser on finamckal
and econemic matters. His elevation
conflrmed his place among the Chinese
political elite.

Under Chinese government rules,
children of senlor offickals are prohib-
ited from managing companies in
industries regulated by a parent, but
they can be employed by such firms in
lower-level positions or advisory roles.

Several people close to Skyous's oper-
artbons told the PT that Lin Tianran, who

also uses the English name andy, con-
tinued to work on deals for the firm
after stepping back as chair and trans
ferring his shares. They added that he
Played a central role In hecrative trans-
actions invobving Tencent and JDwcom
umits

Since its inception five years xgo, Sky-
cus has grown rapidly, establishing itself
a5 an aggressive dealmaker and amass-
ing more than Rmbiobn ($1.6bn) In
assets under management, according to
corporate reconds.

It has more than 30 employees work-
ing out of offices in Beijing and Shang-
Bk, and public records captured a por-
tlon of the firm's activity, showling that it
hasmadeat least a dozen investmentsin
internet. healthcare and logistics start-
s I recemnt years.

The investment arms of Tencent,

Contirued on page 4
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Today, partly sunny, high 78 To-
night, mostly cloudy, low 53, Tomor-
row, intervals of clouds and sun-
shine, high 76. Wind light from the
south. Weather map is on Page A20.

VOL.CLXX ... No. 59,064

2021 The Mew York Times Company

NEW YORK, THURSDAY, MAY 20, 2021

£3.00

o

A Hard-Fought Hats-Off

“Being here today is a victory in and of itself,” President Biden told new graduates of the LS. Coast Guard Academy on Wednesday.

EHMIG MILLS/THE MEW YORK TIMES

House Backs
A Riot Inquiry;
G.O.P. Resists

By NICHOLAS FANDOS

WASHINGTON — Asharply di-
wided House voted on Wednesday
Lo ereate an independent com
shon 1o investigate the Jan. 6 Capi-
1ol assaull, overcoming opposition
from Republicans determined to
stop a high-profile accounting of
the deadly pro-Tramp riot.

But even as the legislation
passed the House, top Republi-
cans locked arms in an effort to
doom it in the Senate and shield
former President Donald I
Trump and their party from new

scrutiny of their roles in the
events of that day:
The 252-10-175 wvote in the

House, with four-fifths of Repubdi-
cans opposed, pointed to the diffi-
cult path for the proposal in the
Senate. Thirty-five Republicans
bucked their leadership to back
the bill,

The vote came hours after Sen-
ator Mitch MceConnell of Ken-
tucky, the Republican leader, de-
clared his opposition to the plan.
Mr. McConnell had said just a day
earlier that he was open to voting
for it, and he had previously been
wocal hoth condemning  Mr.
Trump’s role in instigating the as-
sault and denouncing the effort by
some Republicans on Jan. 6 to
block cert ation of the 2020 elec-
tion results,

His reversal reflected broader
efforts by the party to put the as-
sault on the Capitol behind them
politically rto recast the riot-
ing as a largely peaceful protest —
under pressure from Mr Trump
and because of concerns about the
issue dogging them into the 2022
midterm elections.

Proponents hailed the move to
establish the commission as an
ethical and practical necessity to

Continued on Page A15

Rules Eased, New York Tiptoes Toward Normalcy

By MICHAEL WILSON

From the Bronx to Staten [s-
H lu'wl:l lu Fl.flh A\-Lnuc

ware stores and funeral homes,
Mew York moved gingerly owand
recpening on Wednesday, with
scenes of a remembered nor-
malcy played out alongside those
of caution.

It was a moment that so many
people had hoped for, whether
aloud over countless Zoom calls or
in the frustrated silence of a line of
shoppers outside a store. It was
less a grand gala than a soft open-
ing. afinish lne at the end of along
race that no one wanted to be the
first o cross.

Balancing Delight and
Uncertainty as the
City Opens Up

MNew York shut down 423 days
2o, on a Sunday night in March
2020 when it accounted for hall
the nation’s coronavirus cases,
and Gov, Andrew M. Cuomo or-
dered all nonessential workers o
stay home and indoors. The city
has rifally reopened in recent
months, but Wednesday was the
first day businesses were allowed
o operate with fewer restrictions
and at near capacity.

The new rules easing mask
mandates and capacity  limits
were widely superseded by the
personal comfort levels of millions
of people. The reopening was
messy and inconsistent and con-
[uamg —in sl:orl. t was New York

Lo COntinue requiring eustamers
to wear masks, making Wednes-
day look and feel not all that differ-
ent from Tuesday.

But the reopening was also
cause for celebration. Julie Ross,
63, he garden shade of the Mu-
seum of Modern Art, described
the day in a word.

“Fabulows,” she said. “The
sireets feel more alive, a little bit.
Right?™

Continued on Page Al

Inseparable in Life and in Death
The grave of Joefred and Ralfred Gregory, 24-year-old twins who had Covid-19 in India. Page AT.

ATUL LOKE FOR THE SEW YORK TIMES

Banks Fight Biden’s $4 Billion Plan to Ease Black Farmers’ Debt

By ALAN RAPPEFORT

WASHINGTOMN The Biden
administration’s efforts o provide
%4 billion in debt relief to minority
farmers is encountering stff re-
sistance from banks, which are
complaining that the government
initiative to pay off the loans of
borrowers who have faced dec-
ades of financial discrimination
will cut inte their profits and hurt

investors.

The debt relief was approved as
part of the $L9 trillion stimulus
package that Congress passed in
March and was intended o make
amends for the discrimination
that Black and ather nonwhite
farmers have faced from lenders
and the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture over the
years, But no money has yet gone
out the door

Complaining That Early
Payoffs Hurt Profits

Instead, the program has be-
come mired in controversy and
lawsuits, In April, white farmers
whao claim that they are victims of
reverse discrimination sued the

LS. LA over the initiative,

MNow, three of the biggest bank-
ing groups — the American
Bankers Association, the Inde-
pendent Community Bankers of
America  and  National Rural
Lenders Association — are wag-
ing their own fight and complain-
ing about the cost of being repaid
eariy

Their argument stems from the

Continwed on Page AIT

Younger Jews

In U.S. Facing
‘Identity Crisis’

For Some, a Challenge
to Entrenched Beliefs

By ELIFABETH DIAS
and RUTH GRAHAM

Dan Kleinman does not know
quite how o feel,

As a child in Brooklyn he was
taught to revere Israel as the pro-
tector of Jews evervwhere, the
“Tewish superman who would
come out of the sky to save us™
when things got bad, he said.

It was a refuge in his mind when
white supremacists in Charlottes-
ville, Va., chanted “Jews will not
replace us” or kids in college
grabbed his shirt, mimicking a
“South Park™ episode Lo steal his
“Tew gold™

But his feelings have grown
muddier as he has gotten older, es-
pecially now as he watches vio-
lence unfold in Israsl and Gaza.
His moral compass tells him to
ians, but he can't
an ingrained paranoia ev-
re he bears someone make

comparisen to what is happenma
in Gaza and the West Bank, but it
is still something very strange
and weird."

As the violence escalates in the
Middle East, turmoil of a different
kind is growing across the Atlan-
tic. Many young, left-leaning
American Jews are confronting
the region's longstanding strife in
a very different context, with very
different pressures, from their
parents’ and grandparents’ gen-
erations.

The Israsl of their lifetime has
been powerful, no longer appear-
ing to them to be under constant
existential threat. The vielence
comes after a year when mass
protests across the United States
have changed how many Amer|
cans see issues of racial and social
justice. The pro-Palestinian pos
tion has become more common.,
with prominent progressive mem-
bers of Congress offering impas
stoned speeches in defense of
Palestinians on the House floor.
the same time, reports of antl
Semitism are rising across the
country.

Divides between some A
can Jews and Israel’s right-wing
government have been growing
for more than a decade, but under
the Trump administration those
fractures that many hoped would
heal became a crevasse, Politics in
Israel have also remained fraught,
as Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu's long-tenured govern-
ment forged allegiances  with
Washington., For young people
who came of age during the
Trump vears, political polariza-
tion ever the issue only deepened

Many Jews in America remain

Continued on Page A 10

U.S. AND EUROPE
PRESS FOR A HALT
IN MIDEAST STRIFE

POLITICAL CALCULATIONS

Urgency in West to Stop
Israel-Gaza Conflict
From Spreading

This article is by Steven Erlanger,
Jirm Tankersley and Kitic Rogers,

BRUSSELS — A diplomatic
flurry from the White House and
Europe added pressure on 1srael
and Palestinian militants in Gaza
on Wednesday to halt their 10-
day-eld conflict before it tuwrned
into a war entangling more of the
Middle East.

President  Biden spoke  with
Prime Minister Benjamin MNetan-
vahu of Israel their second
phone call in three days — telling
the Israeli leader he “expected a
significant de-escalation today on
the path to a se-fire,” adminis-
tration official said. Although
they portrayed the call as consis-
vent with what Mr. Biden had been
saying, his decision to set a dead-
line was an escalation.

And in Europe, France and Ger-
many, both strong allies of Israel
that had initially held back from
pressuring Mr. Netanyahu in the
early days of the conflict, intensi-
fied their push for a cease-fire.

French diplomats sought to ad-

oot 1

S =

Benjamin Metanyahu of]srael
spoke again to President Biden.

vance their proposed United Na-
tions Security Council resclution
that would call on the antagonists
o stop fighting and o allow unfet-
tered  humanitarian  access
Gagza, It remained wnclear on
Wednesday if the United States,
which has blocked all Security
Council attempts to even issue a
statemnent condemmning the wio-
lence, would go along with the
Fremch resolution.

The German foreign minister,
Heiko Mass, said he hoped to fiv to
Israel on Thursday for talks with
Israclis and Palestinians.

Taken together, the develop-
ments represented a more deter-
mined Western effort to hale the

Continued on Page All

‘Army of 16-Year-Olds’ Presses
Democrats a Tweet at a Time

By ELLEN BARRY

BOSTON — Dana Depelteau, a
hotel manager, had just gone pub-
lic with a long-shot candidacy for
magar in Boston when he noticed
that someone in city politics was
going after him online.

The effect of this attack, he said.
was lightning-fast and pervasive.
The morning after he annound
his candidacy on Twitter, he
showed up at his local barbershop
and, while staring at himself in the
mirror, overheard a customer de-
scribing his views as white su-

inking, ‘Man, politics is
recalled Mr. Depeltean, He
rushed home to fire back at his
eritic, a sharp-edged progressive
who had dug up some of Mr. De-
pelteaun's old social media posts
and was recirculating them on-

line. But that, he discovered., was a
big mistake.

“1didin’t kmow how old she was"
e explained. 1 just knew she was
a prominent person”

That is how he became aware of
Calla Walsh, & leader in the group
of activisis known here as the
Markeyverse. Ms, Walsh, a 16-
wear-old high school junior, has
many of the attributes of Genera—
tion Z: She likes to refer to people
{like the president) as “bestie”
She oocasionally mets called away
from political events to babysit
her ht:le brother. She is slightly in
the doghouse, parent-wise, for
getting a C+ precaleulus,

She is also representative of an
influential new force in Democrat-
ic politics, activists who cut their

Continued on Page AIG

TRACKING AN OUTBREAK A4.7

Protecting Holiday Spots First
Eager to restart tourism, [taly let resi-
dents of Capri and other tourist draws
Jump the line for vaccines. PAGE Al

100 Million Doses Held Up

Executives from the vaccine maker
Emergent revealed the seope of their
review to a House panel. PAGE A4

5400_u1165

NATIONAL A13-21
Texas Bans Nearly All Abortion

A new law forbids the procedure after
six weeks, when many women still
aren't aware they're pregnant. PAGE Al4

Inquiry Into Trump Executive
The New York attorney general is crim-
Inally investigating the Trump Crgani-
zation's chief financial officer. PAGE Al

INTERNATIONAL AB-12
When Police Inflame Unrest

I'n Colombia, the ULS. and elsewhere,
security forces” harsh responses to
protests have led to nationwide reckon-
ings over police violence. PAGE AlZ

BUSINESS BL.6
Model T of Electric Vehicles?

An electric version of the Ford F-150,

the best-selling vehicle in the U.S., could
spead & changeover. PAGE Bl
Back to the Office at Saks

The retailer's chief executive says

employees must be vaccinated and will
have maore flexibility PAGE B4

SPORTSTHURSDAY BT-10
Kneeling vs. Standing Tall

For 11 months, soccer players in Eng-
land have taken a knee to protest racial
injustice. But some say the gesture 1s not
leading to meaningful changes. PAGE B

THURSDAY STYLES D1.6

Putting the World in Focus

Four photographers talk about the
challenges they face as part of a new
generation of image makers reinventing

the look of the fashion media.  FAGE D1
DPINIOM A22-23
Nicholas Kristof PAGE A22

ARTS C1.6
In a Genre of Their Own

The Japanese quartet Chai undercuts
traditional ieas about cuteness, gender
and rock bands. [ts latest album,

“Wink,” is Brriving soon. PAGE OB
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ISRAEL
REBUFFS
PRESSURE
TO HALT
FIGHTING

Ewven as Netanyahu
stands firm, there are
signs he may yvield on
a truce with Flamas.

By DiNa KRAFT,
LavrRa Kina
AaND Hana Savan

TEL AVIV — Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu on Wednesday
publicly shrugged off the
strongest U.S. call yet to
wind down fighting with
Hamas militants in  the
Gaza Strip,. but there were
growing  indications  he
would accede to interna-
tional pressure for a cease-

A 10th day of intense ex-
changes of fire saw Israeli
forces again carry out
airstrikes against dozens of
militant targets in the small
coastal enclave, while Pal-
estinian militants fired new
wvolleys of rockets into Israeli
towns and cities.

Early Thursday in Gaza
City, orange fMashes lighted
up the sky, as the thunder
of heavy bombardment
drowned out the morning
«call to prayer.

The Mghting has killed at
least 227 Palestinians, 64 of
them children, and 12 people
on the Israeli side, including
a small child, a teenager and
a soldier.

The White House an-
nounced that President Bid-
en had told Netanyahu in a
phone call Wednesday —
their second in three days —
that he expected Lo see “sig-
nificant de-escalation to-
day” as part of a mowve
towanrd a truce.

Metanyahu  said  soon
afterward he was “deter-
mined to continue this oper-
ation until its aim is met,
though he coupled that with
an expression of apprecia-
tion for “the suppart of the
American president.

[See Mldeas:, Ad]
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SPAIN'S MIGRANT CRISIS

A member of Spain’s Civil Guard rescues a baby who was separated from migrant parents in the sea off
Ceuta in Africa. Thousands of migrants have crossed into Ceuta from Morocco. PERSPECTIVES, A2

Not cool with menthol ban

Change aims to correct years of tobacco firms’ targeting of
Black consumers, but some find their Newports soothing

By Marissa EvaNs

When you ask Debra Lewis about
her efforts to guit smoking menthol
cigarettes, she will tell yvou plainly:
Quitting crack cocaine was easier.

In 1880s South Los Angeles, Lewis
and her friends were doing cocaine,
and she soon joined the rest of the
group in smoking Newports or Kool

Lewis got help for her cocaine ad-
diction by her late 30s and hasn't tou-
ched the drug since. But now at 62,
the El Segundo resident has smoked
menthol cigarettes for 40 yvears de-
spite attempts to guit.

Amid multiple family deaths and
stress years later, she was smoking
one or twa packs of cigarettes a day.
Her parents, gnandparerll.s. siblings
and other f members also
smoked. Her little sister started
smoking at 9 years old.

Even amid Lewis' efforts to qguit,
she disagrees with the federal Food
and Drug Administration's recently

[See Menthol, ABG]

Daxia MAXWELL Los Angeles Tinses
DEBRA LEWIS on banning menthol cigarettes: “Are you really
Eoing to take away something that kind of ealms the people down?™

RETURNING TO THE WORKPLACE

BTEPHANIE DEANGELIS For The Times

?

I.ab rats? Sign us up, poor
young South Koreans say

Z23-year-old Lee Ho-jung
usually relied on had van-
ished. Restaurants, bars

yearwas paid $400 Lo partici-
pate in a study for a topical

By VicToRrAa Kin
dermatitis medication. She

SEOQOUL — The cellphone
bill was coming due. The
pricey medication for her
chronic skin condition was
running low. She'd already
tapped the parental credit
line, promising to pay them
back in monthly install-
ments.

In her bank account, less
thamn 50,000 won — not quite
H45.
A few months into the
COVID-19 pandemic, most

and supermarkets were lay-
ing off workers. Dozens, if
not hundreds of applicants
were flocking to mininmum-
wage jobs with limited
hours.

So Lee turned to what
has increasingly become a
last recourse for young
Scouth Eoreans in need of
quick cash: enrolling in clini-
eal trials.

“When I'm pressed for
money, I find myself looking

had also signed up for a sec-
ond trial offering more than
$1.500 involving a hospital
stay, which was canceled be-
cause of the pandemic. “It's
good money for the time.”
Paying test subjects for
the trouble and risk of swal-
lowing, being injected with
or bedaubed with drugs or
other medical substances is
accepted practice -world-
wide. In South Korea,
though, clinical trials have

latimes.com

COVID
rules for
workers
may be
relaxed

As vaccine rates risc,
California could end
workplace masking,
distancing regulations.

By Ronc-Gono Law I1
AND LukE MoONEY

SAN FRANCISCO —
With coronavirus cases
plummeting and wvaccina-
tions hitting new mile-
stones, California s consid-
ering a dramatic liberaliza-
tion of COWVID-10 safety rules
that would allow workers to
return without masks and
social distancing as long as
everyone is vaccinated.

The push comes as em-
ployers are developing plans
to bring back office workers
after more than a yvear of re-
mote work. There has been

1l

like, with some firms build-
ing elaborate barriers and
spacing out workstations to
awvoid coronavirus spread.

But the dramatic success
of efforts to contain COVID-
19 is changing the dynamics,
with public health officials
believing workers don't need
some of those protectlons in
workspaces where everyone
has gotten their shots. That
eould cover offices and some
manufacturing businesses.

But the relaxation of
masking and physical dis-
tancing rules would not ap-
ply to workers who are ex-
posed to customers who
might not. be vaccinated.

California is set to fully
reopen its economy on June
15. On Wednesday, it cele-
bBrated another positive
milestone: more than two-
thirds of adult Californians,
B7.3%, are at least partially
waccinated for COVID-19.

Aftera slow start, Califor-
nia now ranks Mth out of all
states and is well above the
national fgure of G0.2%, fed-
eral data show. By compari-
son, the states with the high-
esk levels of partial coverage
for adults are Vermont,
T86%: Hawail, TT1%: and
Massachusetts, T5.0%.

Public health experts say
the increasing cumulative
rate of immunization, cou-
pled with the small rate of
coronavirus spread, is allow-
ing officials to reduce re-
strictions

“For the first time in a
long time, I feel optimistic,™
Dr. Sara Cody, the Santa
Clara County health officer
and public health director,
and a key architect of the
nation's first regional stay-
at-home order, told report-
ers. “For a while, it seemed
uncertain to me whether the
vaccines or the wvariants
would win. And I think that
team vaccine is in the lead,
holding the lead, and will
win.”

California's Occupation-

of the typical part-time gigs up trials,” said Lee, who last [See South Korea, A4d] [ See Workplace, A12]

As pandemic eases,
luring people back
to office isn’t easy

Commission on
Jan. 6 wins OK
The House, including 35
Republicans, approves
the investigative panel,
but its fate is uncertain
in Senate. NATION, AL

Sheriff to reveal
deputy names
Changing course, Wil-
lanueva says those whao
shoot civilians will be
identified 30 days after
incident. CALIFORNLA, B1
Weather

Low clouds, then sun.
L.A. Basin: 73/57. B6

Prm:eum:ns mnson -
e . T

Adirlines are restoring fees and filling middle seats as demand rises. A8

By RoNaLD D. WHITE

Over 14 months of pandemic lockdown, Rebecca
Jacobsson sometimes has attended two video gatherings
at once — a magic trick pulled off through skillful use of
the mute button and, sometimes, a hand casually draped
across her mouth to mask that she was multi-Zooming.

Cross-country client meetings formerly conducted
face to face now happen in different time zones in gquick
succession, said Jacobsson, director of digital marketing
strategy for Irvine advertising agency Rhythm.

Because she is able to work remotely from her Lake
Forest home, Jacobsson said she Is happlerand more pro-
duetive, able to skip traffic jams, flights, jet lag and bad
airport. food, not to mention multiple wardrobe changes.
Those are just a few of the reasons why the 4l-vear-old ad
executive doesn't want to return to her office five days a
week.

“There are some days when I have meetings back to
back toback,” Jacobsson said, “and if I'm going to be mak-
ing a lot of calls at a desk, I'd [Sec Back to office, A9]

ROBERT DAUTHIER Los Angeies Times

LeBRON JAMES drives to the basket in the first half against Golden State.

Lakers earn playoff spot with thrilling win

LeBron James hits a dramatic three-point shot in 103-100 victory. SPORTS, B0

BUSINESS INSIDE

5400_u1165
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Biden’s
demand
of Israel
opens rift

Call for immediate path
to truce shakes worlds
of politics, diplomacy

BY ANNE GEARAN
AND SEAN SULLIVAN

WINDSOR, COMNN. — President

% nnnsually blumt demand
ay that Israel de-escalabe
its military attack on Gaza is cre
ating a rare rift hetween the two
countries and dismaying some of
Israels supporters in the United
States, while heartening Demo-
crats  who have increasingly
pushed for a tougher U5, stance
toward Lsrael.

Biden for days had hesitated to
publicly confront Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, and his de-
mand for “a significant de-escala-
tion today on the path to a cease-
fire” shook up the worlds of poli-
tics and diplomacy. It was the
clearest evidence yet of a rapidly
changing political dynamic
least anvong Democrats, that is
less accepting of actions Israel
says it is taking in sell-defense.

The White House has told Ne-
tanyahu in recent days that the
ground is shifting in the United
States, even among some lawimak-
ers whao have long been support
Ive of Isracl, vwo people familiar
with aspeets of the message said,
speaking on the condition of ano-
nymity to discuss private conver-
sations. That shift was the back-
drop for Wednesday'’s call, the
fourth between the two leaders
since hostilities began.

Netamyahu, however, wowed
Wednesday to continue with the
10-day military offensive “until its
aim is met” meaning until more
Hamas targets are destroyed.
That public defiance underlined
his disconnect with Biden, which
is all the more notable because
Netanyahu, whose own domestic

SEE BIDEN ON Al2

Unswaywed: sra] wows Lo lghl
until its goal ks achieved, A10

Arms sale: House Democrals seeh
administration response, A1l

LOAN AYPOLE FOR THE WASHINGTON PLEST

L e
FOBIWOLF FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Parenting under fire:
Distract and engage

Israelis and Palestinians alike keeping kids busy with games, art, danc

BY HAZFM BALOUSHA
AND STEVE HENDRIX

GAZA CITY — Ayman Mghames
couldn’t stop the nightly Iscaeli
bombing that was making his 7-
vear-old daughter, Joury, cry. But
just maybe he could turm the wol-
e down.

Just after midnight on the
fourth evening of the bombard-
ment, the Palestinian musician
and rapper left the kitchen where

TOPF: Maha al-Daya
hugs danghter Yafa, 5,
amer hearing Israell
alrstrikes in Gasa Clty.
ABOVE: Stella
Welnsteln with her
husband and three
children in the shelter
in thelr apartment in
Ashdod, Israel.

ng
his family of four was sheltering
and retricved a pair of noise-
canceling headphones. He fit
them overthe little ears, dialed up
a YouTube video of “The Smurfs"
and hit play.

“She started laughing,™
Mghames recalled. “She said,
‘Dad, can you hear me? Now she
sleeps in them.”

Mghames, 36, who had been in
another bedroom when an Israeli

SEE KIDS ON A1

GOP leaders try
to scuttle probe

of Capitol siege

HOUSE PASSES BILL, BUT SENATE HOPES DIM

MeConnell opposes commission after Trump blasts it

BY Muke DEBoNIS,
CoLsy ITHOWITZ
AND JFACGUELINE ALEMANY

Republican leaders are trying
to sink legislation establishing
an independent commission on
the deadly Jan. 6 attack on the
Capitol that would prohably
serutinize former president Don
ald Trump’s role in the riot and
his conversations with Republi-
lawmakers that day.

The bill passed the House on a
252-00-175 vote Wednesday with
35 Republicans supporting the
measure, but its chances of clear-
ing the Senate dimmed afver
Senate Minority Leader WMitch
McConnell (R-Ky) came out
against the hill earlier in the day

He said he opposes the legisla-
tion becanse it is a “slanted and
unbalanced proposal™ a day after

Against commission
175 Rapublicans

Two Democrats and one Republican did not vate.

he said his members were open
to voting for the plan but needed
a chance to read the “fine print”

In between those comments,
Traomp released a stalement
Tuesday evening slamming the
bill and decrying it as a “Demo-
crat trap” while urging MoCon-
nell and other GOP leaders to
start “listening.”

“It's not at all clear what new
facts or additional investigation
wvet another commission could
actually lay on top of existing
efforts by law enfore
Congress,” MeConnell s
Aoor Wednesday.

Several  questions
about the attack, howewver, in-
cluding to what degree it was
coordinated as well as details
sbout what Trump was doing
while it was taking place.

SEE COMMISSION 0N AT

remain

For commission
217 Democra 5 Fie

ublicans

There ame frve vacant seats.

See how all ltepublicans voted on the commission on AT

Toll of Trump’s attacks
shows in calls for audits

BY AMY CARDNER AND
RoOSALIND S. HELDERMAN

At a public meeting last week
in Cheboygan County, Mich., a
lawyer from Detroit told cmmt:.-
[ ssioners that the wvoti
machines they used in 2020 c
“flip™ vores and throw an election.
She offered to send in a “forensic
team,” at no charge to the county,
to inspect ballots and scanners.

In Windham, N.L1., supporters
of former president Donald
Trump showed uptoa town meet-
ing this month chanting “Stop the
Steal!™ and demanding that offi-

cials choose their preferred andi-
tor to scrutinize a 200-vobe dis-
crepancy in a state representative
race.

And at a board of supervisors
mecting May 4in San Luis Obispo
County, on Californias Central
Coast, scores of residents ques-
tioned whether election ma-
chines had properly counted
their voles, with many demand-
ing a “forensic audiv”

The ramifications of Trump's
ceaseless attacks on the 2000
election are increasingly visible
throughout  the country: In

SEE ELECTIONS ON A6

Aulomalion s

ees a boosl as

employers struggle to hire

BY Davin J. LYyNCH

The United States today is pro-
ducing roughly the same amoant
of goods and services as before
the coronavirus pandemic — but
with 8.2 fon fewer workers,
equal to the combined payrolls of
every employer in Virginia, Ari-
zona and lowa

Greater productivity is the rare
gilver lining to emerge
crucible of cowid-19.

Even as millions of Americans
remain jobless, retailers,
Processors, Ccnergy  prodocers,
manufacturers and railroads all
are stepping up their use of ma-
chines. Antomation
lift from President
structure pli
age domestic investment in cut-
ting-edge factories, according to
Bank of America.

Employvers® brace of auto-
mation has survived the econo-

AclivisUs pre-prison indulgence: A las

BY SHIBANI MAHTANI

AND THEODWDORA YU

HONG KONG — Browsing Netflix
during rare moments of down-
time in recent weeks, Figo Chan
opted for old favorites over new

releases.
“1 don’t want to mi

ending while in jail,” he said in an
interview. “So 1 dare not watch
anything with lots of episodes™

dozen
charges for facilitating massive
protests in Hong Kong in 2010,

Facing more than a

the

crisis foreed executives to Innn-
wate, often by accelerating the
introduction of industrial robots,

my's move from recession to
rebound and is getting new life
now that many companics are

advanced software and artificial  struggling to attract enough
intelligence that reduced their de- workers to meet surging de-
pendence on workers who might  mand.

et sick. SEE AUTOMATION 0N AzZo

Chan has been preparing for life
behind bars. Worried his scrammy
frame would be a disadvantage in
Jail, the 25-year-old began hitting
the gym. Knowing the drinks menu
would be limited, he spent his last
evenings of freedom sampling red

ANTHONY HWAN FOR THE WASHING TOR POST
Flgo Chan, 25, a leader of the Clvll Human Rights Front, faces
more than a dezen charges for facilltating protests In 2019,

Netflix binge

wine with friends. He drew up a list
of books to read in his cell.

=T am very ready,” he said.

This week., Chan pleaded
guilty to charges of organizing a
protest on Oct. 1, 2019, and
inciting others to turn up to the
rally on China's national day. A
judge ordered that he be held in
custody before his sentencing
later this month.

Hong Kong's jails are ﬁl'lltlg up
with the likes of
2,500 people have nndergone or
are undergoing court proceed-
ings in connection with the pro-
tests, which amounted to the
biggest rebuke of Beijing's mle
on Chinese soil in decades. The
defendants range from promi-
nent activists to unkoowns.

SEEACTIVIST OM AS

IN THE NEWS

THE MATION

The decision in Pas-
quotank County, N.C.,
not to charge deputies
ina Black man’s death
increased pressure on
the Justice Department
o intervene. A3

The Blden administra-
tion decided against
sanctioning the compa
ny behind a Russian gas
saving it wants
" relationship
with Mosoow. Ad
COMEress appoears o
be ready to blow past a
deadline imposed by
President Biden to pass
a police restructuring
bill by the anniversary of
George Floyd's death. As

BILL CrLEARTY THE WASHIRGTON POST

for justice Viela Fletcher, a survivor of
Isa Race Massacre a century ago, spoke
al a House panel, cal for reparations. A4

5400_u1165

THE WORLD
Covid-19 deaths in
Mexico are plommeting,
possibly due to rapid
. vaccinations slow-
g dosn the southward
spread of the vims. As

e European Union
has agreed to reopen
borders in the 27-nation
bloe o travelers who
have received an
approved vaccine. A13

THE ECONOMY
Johnson & Johnson
identified contamina-
tion risks at a Baltimore
plant months before

15 million doses ofits
vaceine were ruined,
documents show. A17

The New York probes
of the Trump Organiza-
tion have prompled
questions about what
oomes next and who
mmight he affected. A1
A brutal sell-off sent
CIYPLOCUTTENCY Prices
crashing, wipi
than a half-
dollars out of the
market. A0

Senlor Democrals are
uneasy having a Trump-
appointed 1RS chief
overseeing Biden's eco-
nomic agenda. A24

THE REGION

A woman and her
5-year-old son who were
shot in front of their
Shaw home in a dispute
oVer & Seooler remained
in eritical comdition,

D.C. police said. Bl
Afver health guidance
made playground
equipment off limits, an
Alexandria principal
made recess fiun with
“old schonl” games. B
Scores of former pros-
Gritors are pressing th
Justhes Department to
stop charging DUC. gun
cases in federal court. B1
The U.S. attorney
Maryiand has formed a
task foroe to prosecute
carjackings involving
[.C. amd its neighboring
Maryiand counties, B1

OBITUARIES

M. Arthur Gensler Jr.,

whose design business
was one of the world's
largest architecture
firms, has died at 85. B

INSIDE

LOCAL LIVING
Clematis climbs
to new heights
MNew varieties have
smaller flowers, yield
later and longer, and
have healthier blooms,

STYLE

Axlos goes local
The D.C-based politics-
and-policy site will launch
elght locaknews products
around the country, with
plans Tor many more, G1
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ANALISIS

El show de Marcelo
Tinelli: ¢ un programa

inmune a todo?

Pablo Sirvén

LA KACION

espectdculos

—politica

Lamagistrada federal declaroen rebeldia al
exasesor de Macri en temas judiciales, que
pidid asile politico en Uruguay: el abogado se
considera un “perseguido politico”. Pagina 17

—cultura

LA JUEZA SERVINIPIDIO | PREMIO AL FEMINISMO:
LA CAPTURADEPEPIN | GLORIA STEINEM GANO
RODRIGUEZ SIMON EL PRINCESA DE ASTURIAS

Laescritora y pericdista estadounidense

se impusoen la categoria Comunicaciony
Humanidades; la destacaron como “referente del
movimiento porlos derechos de la mujer”. Pagina 24
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La Ciudad analiza fuertes
limitaciones a la circulacion
durante los fines de semana

covin. Mantendria la presencialidad en las aulas, excepto para la secundaria, que seria virtual

La administracién de Horacio Ro-
driguez Larretaavanzaconlaideade
implementar una fuerte limitaciéna
lacirculacidn durantelosfines dese-
mana paracontener lasubadecasos
decoronavirusregistrada losaltimos
dias, seginconfirmaron fuentes por-
tefias a va macton. La presencialidad
escolar seguiria garantizada paralos
nivelesinicial y primario, aungue po-

dria ser virtual, en su totalidad, en la
secundaria, que hastaahora tieneun
sistema “bimodal™
Ademis, el gobierno portefio tie-
ne en estudio una serie de medidas
restrictivasadicionales paraintentar
achatar la curva de casos a partir de
pasado mafana, cuando cadugue
el decreto de necesidad y urgencia
(DNL) firmado por Alberto Fernsn-

dez el 30 de abril pasado. Una de las
opciones que estan sobre la mesa es
aplicarun “cierre total” de comercios
durante los fines de semana, con el
objetivode reducirlacirculacién y li-
mitarlosencuentrossociales, Y tam-
bién acotar la actividad de los locales
entre las 11y las 19 de lunes aviernes.
Incluso, se analiza la suspension de
los deportes de conjunto. Pigina 2

VIAJES ALAUE

LaUnidn Europea autorizd
ayer el regresoalos paises
del blogue de los turistas
que estén totalmente va-
cunados. Pagina 10

Otro golpe de
River en la historia

BMALRD ALFIERD

deportes— Epica para quedar en los libros: sin 20 futbolistas por el contagio masivo de Covid en el plantel, sin
suplentes en el banco y con Enzo Pérez como improvisado arquero, River derrotd 2a 1a Independiente Santa
Fe, en el Monumental, y quedd puntero en el grupo D de la Libertadores. Angileri y Julidn Alvarez, los goles.

EL ESCENARIO

Flexibilidad
Kirchnerista
para medir
el lawfare

Carlos Pagni

LA NACION

nsulibro Dios,el mambore-

td y la mosca, Thomas Mo-

ro Simpson reconstruye la
peripecia de la ley de residencia,
impulsada en 1902 por el Poder
Ejecutivo y defendida por el en-
tonces senador Miguel Cané, pa-
ra expulsar del pais a cualguier
extranjero sospechoso de anar-
quismo, Alfredo Palacios fracaso
ensuintentode arlacuando
llegd al Senado, en 1904, Volvica
tratarse el 17 de julio de 1946. La
Camarade Diputados, restaurada
despudsdeladictadura militarde
1943, decidio suprimirla. La ini-
ciativa partié del peronista John
William Cooke, quien la calificd
como una “obra netasta de la oli-
garquia”, Contimia enla pigina 16

El oficialismo admite que
no tiene los votos parala
reforma de la Procuracion
Pagina 14

Arranco hoy
el paro de
nueve dias
del campo

CARNE. No habra
comercializacion de hacienda;
el Gobierno guiere limitar las
ventas en el Mercado de Liniers
para que no se recalienten los
precios, Pagina 20

Murio una
mujer de rabia,
primer caso

en 39 anos
CORONEL SUAREZ. Tenia
33 anos y era policia; la
mordio un gato callejero

Pagina 25

Insolito incidente con un crédito a tasa
cero que el Gobierno le asigno a Boudou

VIVIENDA. Su nombre figura en la lista oficial de beneficiarios; lo adjudican a un hackeo

Lapresentacion, por partedel pre-
sidente Alberto Ferndndez, delas
primeras adjudicaciones de cré-
ditos oficiales a tasa cero para la
construccidn de viviendas derivé
en un episodio que rozd el escin-

dalo: entre los beneficiarios figu-
ra el exvicepresidente condenado
por corrupeidn Amado Boudou.
Después de que La Nacion informa
sobre su inclusidn en el listado ofi-
cial de adjudicatarios, el Gobierno

dijoque a raiz de esa publicacidn
pudodetectar que una persona se
inseribid“falsamente con el nom-
bre y DNI del vicepresidente” en
ese programay hara una denuncia
penal. Pagina19

Maradona: el
médico Luque
serd indagado
por homicidio
INVESTIGACION. Los

fiscales citaron también a
la psiquiatra Cosachov

Pagina 28
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UTIs nao se
esvaziam, mas
SP afrouxa
restricoes

O nimero de noOvos cCasos
confirmados de Covid vol-
tou a subir, e o de interna-
¢oes em UTIs parou de cair
em 540 Paulo — a ocupa-
¢ao estd em torno de 8o%.

O governo anunciou que,
a partir de 1? de junho, serd
ampliado o funcionamen-
to das atividades econdmi-
casaréas2zh, eaocupagao
permitica dos estabeleci-
mentos passard para 60%
—hoje é de 30%. saide BS

Cai indice dos que
veem pandemia
fora do controle
Caiu o mimero de brasi-
leiros que acreditam gue
a pandemia esteja fora de
controle, aponta o Datafo-
lha. A taxa foi de 62% em
janeiro para 79% em mar-
0 e, agora, estd em 53%.
A pesquisa também mos-
tra uma diminuicao entre
aqueles que ém muito me-
do da Covid-19, saide B3

Um em 4 usou remédio
para prevenir ou tratar
precocemente Covid na

Sete estados registram
90% de leitos ocupados
Emmeio a flexibilizagdes,
17 estados voltaram a re-
gistrar crescimento na lo-
tagao dos leitos de UTI pa-
ra Covid. Sete tBmsituagio
critica, com taxa de ocu-
pagao acima de go%. B4

Camara aprova
texto que visa a
vender Eletrobras
Em vitdria do ministro
Paulo Guedes, a Cimara
aprovou ontem texto-base
da medida provisdria que
abre caminho para a pri-
vatizacao da Eletrobras.
A Casairia analisar suges-
toes de CAS Na pro-
posta antes de ir para o Se-
nado. A MP caduca em 22
de junho. Mercado az1

Sérgio Rodrigues
Brasil sofre

de transtorno
dismérfico
linguistico

Cotidianoc BS

EDITORIAIS A2

Cerco a Salles

Sobre operaciao da PF que
tem o ministro comao alvo.
Missdao impossivel
Acerca de depoimento de
Pazuello a CPI da Covid.

ATMOSFERA

530 Paulo hoje

27° |
b 13" &

oh Eh 12h 12h ik

Fonte: wnw. climatemps com.br

5400_u1165

Enderecos do ministro Ri-
cardo Salles e do Ministério
do Meio Ambiente foram al-
vo de busca e apreensio pe-
la Policia Federal nesta quar-
ta-feira (19). Namesma acao,
foram afastados o presiden-
te do Ibama, Eduardo Bim, e
outros nove servidores.

Brunoc Keliy,Reuters

QUINTA-FEIRA, 20 DE MAIO DE 2021

Salles é alvo de investigacao
da PF sobre madeira ilegal

Ministro, que teve enderecos revistados, nega acdes de favorecimento; chefe do Ibama é afastado

A operacio, com 35 man-
dados de busca em trés uni
dades da Federacio expedi-
dos pelo ministro Alexandre
de Moraes, do STE, apura sus-
peitas de corrupcao, advoca-
cia administrativa, prevari-
cacio e facilitacio de contra-
bando por agentes publicos.

Salles, que foi & superin-
tendéncia da PF na capital
federal cobrar explicagbes
acompanhado de assessor
armado, chamou as medi-
das de desnecessarias e dis-
se que wdos os envolvidos
estiveram sempre a dispo-
sigdo para esclarecimentos.

Eduardo Pazuello mente em CPI
e evita comprometer Bolsonaro

0O general Eduardo Pazu-
ello, ex-ministro da Saide,
MENTiu a0 MEenos quatro ve-
zes durante seu depoimen-
to no Senado nesta quarta
(19) na rentativa de blindar
o presidente Jair Bolsonaro,
alvo principal da CPL O tes-
remunho continuara hoje.

Ao contrario de seu ex-co-
lega Ernesto Aratijo, que na
véspera relatou a atuagao
presidencial para a compra
de cloroquina no exterior,
o general negou ter recebi-
do ordens para promover o
uso do medicamento, inefi-
caz contra o coronavirus.

Alegou ainda que Bolso-
naro nio o fez rasgar acor

dode compra de vacinas do

Butantan, algo gue foi di-
to pelo presidente. poderaa

Distorgdes incluem
oxigénio, Supremo e
ordem; veja checagem ao

General Pazuello responde a perguntas durante sessao da CPl da Covid no Senado se

Ciéncia B2
Fotografias
de Marte

China divulga as
primeiras imagens
de seu rover no
planeta vermelho

la BI1l1
O outono
do levante

Desenho que resgata
a Primavera Arabe
viraliza e se torna
classico instantaneo

lHustra

Tgin Lima/&FF

Esporte B9
Deciséq
do Paulista

Palmeiras e Sao
Paulo confrontam
riqueza tatica na
final do campeonato

Ele nega acio concatenada
de agentes do Thama e domi
nistério para favorecimen-
to ou liberagdes indevidos.

Moraes autorizoua quebra
dos sigilos bancario e fiscal
do ministro, Pedido da PF ci-
ta RS 14,1 milhdes em tran-
sacoes atipicas. Ambiente Bl

Planalto celebra,
e comissdo fala
em contradicoes

O Palicio do Planalvo ava-
liou que Eduardo Pazuello
teve desempenho satisfa-
worio na CPIda Covid —o
principal motivo foi o fato
de o general ter blindado
Jair Bolsonaro. O coman-
do da comissao conside-
rou o depoimento “dissi-
mulado” e quer esclare-
cercontradigies. Poderaiz

AMALISE

Nelson de Sd

CPI corre o risco
de virar “Tribunal
do Feicebuqui’

Poder A6

ANALISE

Fabio Zanini
General demonstra
fidelidade militar
ao presidente
Poder A9

Inquéritos de
deportacio contra
diplomatas de Maduro
sio abertos pela PF aie

Metroviarios

decidem encerrar greve
na capital, e operacio
volta ao normal hoje ss

Inquérito surgin a partir
de despacho do Ibama
em 2020 para facilitar
exportacio madeireira m
Apuracio preocupa
investidores por desmate
e potencial corrupgdo,
diz fundo noruegués sz

S
A
F

em Manaus

UE chega a acordo
para abrir turismo
a paises ‘seguros’
Os membros da Unidao Eu-
ropeia chegaramaacordo
para reabrir o bloco a pa-
ises em gue a pandemia
estd controlada. Viagens
nac ES5ENCIALS SENAm per
mitidas a oriundos de lo-
cais com taxa de até 75 ca-
sos por 1oomil habitantes
nos altimos 14 dias —ado
Brasil ¢ de 395. Mundo ais

SP prevé vacinacao
de pessoasde 55 a
59 anos em julho

Saide BT

.séﬂ'.lirli;'iﬂ\i'.:c: Llha
Z Agronegdcio
= Sustentdvel
= 53 edigho

HOJE
15h as 18h30

(horario de Brasilia)

%

Acompanhe ao vivo o debate
online sobre o meio ambiente
COMO Protagonista na

producio agricola

folha.com;
agronegociosustentavel

Saiba mais na pagina A5
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Laboratorios Lasca oficializo su proyecto para fraccionar la Sputnik V en el pais

Se veia venir: Se agotan dosis y
se pone freno a la vacunacion

La ampliacion del rango de edad impulsé la inmunizacion. Desde hoy no se vacuna en San
Pedro Norte, San Pedro Sur, Guaira, Caazapa, Paraguari, Neembucu y Presidente Hayes.

s-mt:t: tudiantes del |

USD 17 millones en juego
Entes de control

auditaran in situ
obras realizadas
por gobernaciones

PAGING 8
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MAS POR DESCUBRIR

0 del CTN plden Iavuelta 3
‘de practlcas semlpres : %

ite Nacions ;:---i Bl

Cuestionan decision

Piden que Conatel
escuche al pueblo
antes de proceder al

apagon analogico

PAGINA 30

Wk ok

Tras reunidn con transportistas
De momento, no

sube el precio del
pasaje en el
transporte publico

FAGING 14

PAGNAS 2y 17

12 personas detenidas
Policia interviene
fiesta clandestina y
cae presunta gavilla
de asaltantes
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ELYSEE
Macron se met
au diapason
du payseaces

POLOGNE
Le PiS veut reecrire
lhlstcnre officielle

JUSTICE
Campagne
presidentielle

de 2012 : ouverture
du «proces
Bygmalion = paces

MONNAIE

Le bitcoin
s'effondre,

les marches
accusent le coup
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AUDIOVISUEL
TF1-M6: «Le
mouvement le plus
important jamais
effectué en Europe
depuis vingt ans !>
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MUSIQUE
Un entretien

avec Marianne
Faithfull s«

] «Les
chroniques
dEric Zemmour
et de LucFerry
= Letéte atéte
de Charles Jaigu
« Restrictions
des libertés, et
maintenant?
Les tribunes
d'Olivier Babeau
et de Nicolas
Bouzou

= L'analyse
d'Alexandre
Devecchio
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Reponses a la. question

Appmuvez—vuur

la présence de Gérald

Darmanin aux coteés

des policiers lors

de lewr manifestation 7
oul NOMN
47 % 53 %
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Israél pousse son avantage
avant un cessez-le-feu

Les Etats-Unis ont refusé mercredi leur soutien a une résolution présentée par la France a 'ONU
en vue d'obtenir I'arrét des combats, laissant une marge de manceuvre 4 Benyamin Netanyahou.

Depuis huit jours, I’'Admi-
nistration américaine blo

que toute décision des Na-
tions unies qui pourrait &tre
contraire a intéréts et a
ceux d'lsraél, dont les forces

de défense veulent avoir
suffisamment récduit les ca

pacités militaires du Hamas
avant d’accepter une pause,
Mais, alors que les démar-
ches bilatérales se multi-

menaceée  d’enlisement

I"ONLT,

plient et que des groupes ad
hoce se forment en coulisses
pour soutenir la diplomatie

le président Joe Hi-
den a finalement appelé Is-

ra€l mercredi 4 une rapide
« désesoalode .
che peut-étre annonciatrice
d'une tréve, tant il est vrai
qu’il ne peut y avoir, au Fro-
che-COrient, de solution di-

plomatique sans 1'engage-
ment de Washington. Au
milieu de la rude diplomati-
que, 1'Union européenne,
divisée, reste aux abonneés
absents,

Une démar

< LEGYPTE SENGAGE A GAZA POUR SE RAPPELER AU BON SOUVENIR DE WASHINGTON - [SRAEL ESTIME QUE SES BUTS DE GUERRE SONT PRESQUE ATTEINTS
= TOUJOURS DEBOUT, LE HAMAS A MARQUE DES POINTS SUR PLUSIEURS TABLEAUX PAGES 2ET 3

.Mobilisés en nombre, le

policiers

Téclament une jllbtlte plus ferm:;

[ls étaient 35000, selon les organisateurs, réunis devant le Palais Bourbon pour dire leur colére face i la violence au guotidien,
mais aussi leur amertume et leur sentiment d*étre trahis par une justice dont ils dénoncent le laxisme. PAGES 4,5 ETLEDITORIAL

R EDITORIAL s ves mivéara yiearcsiesgnron

Mise en demeure

t-on jamais vu un ministre
soutenir une manifestation or-
ganisée contre la politique de
son gouvernement? La pré
sence, mercredi, de Gérald
Darmanin aux cotés des policiers en colére
etait incongrue a plus d'un titre. Non seu-
lement elle ne pouvalt pas dédouaner le
pouvair exécutif de ses propres responsa-
bilités dans le malaise des forces de I'ordre,
mais elle valait, en plus, approbation des
terribles accusations lancées par les repré
sentants des flics contre 1'action judiclaire.
Participer a cet événement revenait done a
se mettre dans la gueule du loup.
D deux choses 1'une, a présent. Soit be lo-
cataire de la Place Beauvau ne fait rien des
critiques émises, et son coup de com se re
tournera contre lui et ses chefs; auquel cas,
il devrait, en toute logique, en tirer les con
séquences. Soit il obtient de ces derniers et
du garde des Sceaux un durcissement de la
réponse pénale, et il pourra alors encaisser
les dividendes de sa fermeté.
Cest 'acteur Gérard Lanvin, invité surpri
se du rassemblement, qui a donné le ton :
la lutte contre I'insécurité n'est pas «une

affaire de police, mais de gouvernants =, Le
probleme de la police, c'est la justice, «elle
doft rendre des comptles », scandalent,
quant i eux, les protestataires, qui la jugent
trop laxiste. A un an de la présidentielle, et
alors que le sujet figure en téte des priorités
des Frangais, I"avertissement sonne com-
me une sévére mise en demeure.

Firic Dupond-Moretti s’époumone  pour
colmater les bréches et tente d'accélérer
les procédures. Mais, en politique, il v a ce
qui est dit et ce
qui est enten

L'insécuriteé est

2 5 du. Lui, qui
l'affaire des e
gouvernants 4 son arrivée

comme le
«ministre des prisonnierss, peine désor

mais & convainere. Le chef de I'Etat aussi,
qui a trop terglversé avant de regarder la
réalité en face.

« Nous sommes payés pour servir, pas pour
mourir s, clament les policiers. Face a la
délinquance, le pouvoir exécutif, lui, est 1a
pour agir, et non pour compatir. L'épisode
d'hier I'aura-t-il dissuadé de jouer avec le
feu? 11y va de 1'autorité de 1'Etat, m
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M. Dunyach

Les coulisses
du retour
de Benzema
en équipe
de France

Le secret avait 1€ blen gardé
autour de la sélection sur
prise de I'attaquant du Real
Madrid pour le prochain
Euro (11 juin-11 jui]'li:t]_ In-
quiet aprés les prestations
hivernales de ses allaguants,
Didier Deschamps a donc
décidé de rappeler le banni
en équipe de France et de
mettre fin 4 cing ans et demi
de placard. Une rencontre
discrete entre les deux

hommes a permis de déblo
quer la situation et d'aboutir
au changement de cap du
selectionneur. PAGE 10
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Freedom’ plan may be diluted
after sharp rise in Covid variant

Ministers say next week
is vital as cases rise and
new hotspots emerge

showed another sharpincreaseinthe
Covid variant first detected in India.

The health secretary, Matt Han-
cack, said no announcement would
be made until 14 June on whetherall
restrictions would be lifted a week
later, as planned.

Meanwhile, he said, the government
was “throwing everything™ at speed-
ing up testing and vaccinations in
Bolton, Blackburn and six newly
affected areas.

The number of confirmed cases of
thevariant B.1.617.2 uncovered in the

‘The challenge ahead
of us isto make sure

we outrun the virus’

maore optimism in government than
there was a few days ago about the
prospect of forging ahead as planned.
Next week is expect to be crucial.
Officials had explored whether
using Covid certification in venues
such as pubs and restaurants could

Jessica Elgot “We've always known that one of  UKhad now risento 2,967, thehealth  Jonathan Van-Tam help remove the need for social
Heather Stewart the things that has the potential to  secretarysaid. Thatwasupby28%in  Deputy chiefmedical officer distancing, but ministers have now
Peter Walker knock us off track would be a new  justtwodays, from 2,323 on Monday. rejected that prospect, It may, how-

Ministers are considering diluting
plans for *freedom day” in England
on 21 Juneand delaying theend of all
social distancing rules as new figures

EU calls on
Johnson
torespect
its citizens

Daniel Boffey
Brussels

EU leaders will tell Boris Johnson to
respect the rights of their citizens
in the aftermath of scandals over
their treatment in the UK, including
their detention in removal centres,
according toaleaked draft statement
seen by the Guardian,

The message to the British prime
minister will follow a first discus-
sion of EU-UK relations between the
27 heads of state and government
since the ratificationof thetrade and
cooperation agreement struck last
Christmas Eve,

“The European council calls on
the UK to respect the principle of
non-discrimination among member
states and the rights of EU citizens,”
theleadersaredue tosay, adding that
the deals agreed with Downing Street
must be implemented in full.

There is growing concern within
EU capitals overthe UK government's
approach to their nationals, includ-

ing those whose rights oe
are guaranteed by the

5400_u1165
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variant,” he said. “That's why we
made the presence of a new variant
... one of our four tests when we set
out theroadmap, which is the test we
must pass for going down each step.”

The true number may be higher, as
genomic sequencing to confirm the
presence of the variant takes several
days. Public Health England said the
most recent sample included in the

2,967 total was taken a week ago, on
12 May.

No 10 has still not lost hope of
allowing all restrictions to lift on 21
June. Sources said there was now

‘De-escalate’,
orders Biden
US president
talks tough

to Netanyahu
World Pa,

ever, be used for venues which have
not yet been allowed to open - such
as nightclubs and arenas.

The delay in lifting
rules on social distancing,

Murder
inquiry in
standoff
with Patel

Vikram Dodd
Police and crime correspondent

The independent inquiry into the
murder of the private detective
Daniel Morgan was in crisis last night
after the panel refused Priti Patel's
demands to hand over its report
before publication, and senior police
sources rejected the government’s
justification of a potential risk to
national security.

The home secretary provoked
fury on Tuesday by demanding the
findings be handed over for review
in advance of publication, angering
the Morgan family and members of
the panel conducting the inquiry.

Patel cited the need to consider
national security and human rights
obligations before making the report
public. But one senior source with
close knowledge of the five Metro-
politan police inguiriesinto the case
and the documents involved said:
“Thereare no national security issues
invalved. There are national embar-

rassment issues.” @e
The row has delayed



