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siria L.as memorias del horror
de una refugiada de 113 anos

El fin de la alarma aviva el
choque politico por la pandemia

Casado culpa a Sanchez de las aglomeraciones y dice que “costaran vidas”.
El presidente sostiene que las autonomias tienen instrumentos suficientes

E. G. DE BLAS / R. RINCON, Madrid
El choque entre el Gobierno y la
oposicién se agudizo ayer en tor-
no a la responsabilidad por las
aglomeraciones callejeras que
se han producido el fin de sema-
na tras el fin del estado de alar-
ma, y que amenazan con provo-
car un repunte de contagios.

El PP, que habia rechazado la
extension de esa medida desde
mayo del afilo pasado, exigi6
ayer al Gobierno una reforma le-
gislativa para dar cobertura a
las restricciones que decidan las
comunidades, y sobre las que
los tribunales han fallado de for-
ma contradictoria en cada terri-
torio. “La absoluta irresponsabi-
lidad del Gobierno de Espana
cuesta vidas”, dijo el presidente
del PP, Pablo Casado. El partido
conservador defiende que en 15
dias es posible dar cobertura le-
gal a las restricciones, salvo el
toque de queda, que no contem-
pla. El presidente, Pedro San-
chez, le replicé que las autono-
mias ya disponen de “instrumen-
tos juridicos suficientes” para
hacer frente a la pandemia.

El Ejecutivo anima a las co-
munidades auténomas a solici-
tar el estado de alarma especifi-
co para su ambito si lo creen
necesario, pero ninguno de sus
dirigentes est4, por el momento,
dispuesto a dar ese paso. Las au-
toridades de Andalucia, Catalu-
fia, el Pais Vasco, Madrid y la
Comunidad Valenciana descarta-
ron ayer realizar esa peticion al
Gobierno central. PaciNnas 14 v 15

El coliseo madrilefo es reconocido
como el mejor del mundo en 2019

El Real asciende
al olimpo de la opera

RAQUEL VIDALES, Madrid
El suefio se ha cumplido. Veinti-
cuatro afios después de su rei-
nauguracién, la compafia del
Teatro Real de Madrid ocupa ya
un puesto de honor en el olimpo
de la lirica tras ser distinguida
ayer en los International Opera
Awards como la mejor del mun-
do por su programaciéon en

2019. El galardén obtenido por
el teatro madrilefo es el premio
gordo de los considerados Oscar
de la lirica, que coloca a la insti-
tucién en el mapa mundial de
grandes casas de la 6pera, en el
que destacan companias como
el Metropolitan de Nueva York,
la Scala de Milan o la Royal Ope-
ra House de Londres. P4cina 28

MOHAMMED ABED (AFP)

Al menos 20 muertos en el bombardeo israeli de Gaza

La escalada de violencia entre israelies y palesti-
nos derivé ayer en un cruento bombardeo de la
franja de Gaza por la aviacion del Estado judio,
que caus6 al menos 20 muertos, entre ellos nueve
nifios, en localidades como Beit Hanun. En la ima-

gen, la madre de una de las victimas ante su cada-
ver. El ataque se produjo como represalia por el
lanzamiento de cohetes desde la franja hasta el
centro de Israel, y sigue a varios dias de violencia
callejera en la ciudad vieja de Jerusalén. P4cina 2

La economia
espaiola inicia
ya ¢l rebote
tras la crisis
del coronavirus

Distintos indicadores
anticipan la recuperacion

CLAUDI PEREZ, Madrid
La economia espaiola empieza a
rebotar. Tras un 2020 para olvi-
dar, con la peor caida del produc-
to interior bruto desde la Guerra
Civil, una decena de indicadores
recopilados por EL PAIS apuntan
que el motor de la economia vuel-
ve a arrancar. A la recaida econ6-
mica del invierno le sigue una pri-
mavera mas despejada: el Ejecuti-
vo ve un rebote desde mediados
de abril, sujeto a todo tipo de ries-
gos, y una aceleracién en los me-
ses venideros. Pero la economia
se lajugara en verano, con la tem-
porada turistica.  PAciNas 38 Y 39

Espana lograra
la inmunidad de
grupo hacia la
mitad de agosto

JESSICA MOUZO, Barcelona
Mas de seis millones de perso-
nas ya han completado la pauta
vacunal contra la covid en Espa-
fia. Tras los tropiezos iniciales,
el ritmo de la vacunacién se ace-
lera cada semanay el presidente
del Gobierno, Pedro Sanchez, ya
se ha atrevido a poner fecha al
final del tiinel pandémico: 18 de
agosto. “Estamos a solo 100 dias
de lograr la inmunidad de gru-
po, es decir, de lograr el 70% de
la poblacién espaifola vacunada
y, por tanto, inmunizada”, decla-
ré ayer en una visita oficial a
Grecia. PAGINAS 22 Y 23
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ERC descarta

la coalicion con
Junts pero le
pide que permita
la investidura

C.S. BAQUERO / A. PINOL, Barcelona
Esquerra Republicana cerré ayer
la puerta a gobernar en coalicion
con Junts per Catalunya y advir-
ti6 de que solo prevé dialogar so-
bre la investidura de Pere Ara-
gones en los 16 dias que quedan
para evitar una repeticion electo-
ral. Marta Villalta, portavoz de
ERC, dijo que se sienten “estafa-
dos” por la forma de negociar de
su socio. PAGINA 16
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Fairer working week

America may have the answer for job
instability —sARAH 0’CONNOR, PAGE 23

Israel injuries
Clashes rock
Jerusalem

Palestinians flee from tear gas during
clashes with Israeli security forces at the
Al Agsa Mosque compound in Jerusa-
lem’s Old City yesterday.

More than 300 Palestinians were
injured and 20 police officers needed
medical attention. Several Israeli civil-
ians were also injured.

Israel yesterday sought to temper ten-
sions by changing the route of a right-
wing settlers’ parade through East Jeru-
salem, and delaying evictions of Pales-
tinians in an Arab neighbourhood.

Militant group Hamas fired rockets
into Israel after issuing a deadline to the
country to withdraw its forces from the
holy site. The Israeli military responded
with air strikes in the Gaza Strip.

Report page 4

NEWS PROVIDER OF THE YEAR

Walmart vs Amazon

The food fight between world’s fwo
biggest retailers —rr series, PAGET
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Record iron ore price signals raw
material boom as economies surge

e Chinese steelmakers fuel demand & Copper, oil, timber and foodstuffs follow trend

NEIL HUME, EMIKO TERAZONO
AND ANJLI RAVAL
The price of iron ore hit a record high
yesterday in the latest sign of booming
commodity markets, which have gone
into overdrive in recent weeks as large
economies recover from the pandemic.
The steelmaking ingredient, an
important source of income for the
mining industry, rose 8.5 per cent to a
record high of almost $230 a tonne,
fuelled by strong demand from China.
Other commodities also rose sharply,
including copper, which hit a record
$10,747 a tonne before paring gains. The
increases are part of a broad surge in the
cost of raw materials that has lasted
more than a year and is fanning talk of
another supercycle — a prolonged
period where prices remain signifi-

N SECURE I8 o
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Starmer snubs Labour left
with Reeves promotion

Labour leader Sir Keir Starmer has
signalled his resolve to move the
opposition party further fowards the
centre ground with the promotion of
Rachel Reeves to shadow chancellor.
Reeves, who is unpopular with many
on the left, refused to serve under
former leader Jeremy Corbyn, while as
shadow work and pensions secretary
in 2013, she promised that she would
be ‘tougher’ than the Tories on benefit
costs.

Analysis » PAGE 3

cantly above their long-term trend. The
price of timber has also hit a record high
as US sawmills struggle to keep pace
with demand in the run-up to peak
homebuilding season in the summer.
“Commodity demand signals are fir-
ingon all cylinders amid a synchronised
recovery across the world’s economic
powerhouses,” said Bart Melek, head
of commodity strategy at TD Securities.
Strong demand from China, the
world’s biggest consumer of commodi-
ties, international spending on post-
pandemic recovery programmes, sup-
ply disruptions and big bets on the green
energy transition explain the surge.
Commodities have also been boosted
by a weaker US dollar and moves by
investors to stock up on assets that can
actasahedge againstinflation.

The S&P GSCI spot index, which
tracks price movements for 24 raw
materials, is up 26 per cent this year.

Strong investor demand pushed com-
modity assets held by fund managers to
arecord of $648bn in April, according to
Citigroup. All sectors saw monthly
gains, with agriculture and precious
metalsleading the way, the bank said.

Agricultural commodities have had
an especially strong run because of ris-
ing Chinese demand and concern of a
drought in Brazil. Dryness in the US is
also adding to the price rise. Corn, trad-
ing at $7.60 a bushel and soyabeans at
$16.22, are atlevels not seen since 2013.

“From a macro economic environ-
ment, to strong demand and production
concerns, the ingredients are all
there for the supercycle,” said Dave

In demand: the
price of iron ore
rose 8.5 per cent
yesterday to
nearly $230 a
tonne

Whitcomb of commodity specialist
Peak Trading Research.

Rising copper and iron ore prices are a
boon for big miners, which are on course
to record earnings that will surpass
records set during the China-driven
commodity boom of the early 2000s.

JPMorgan reckons Rio Tinto and BHP
will be the largest corporate dividend
payers in Europe this year, paying out
almost $40bn to shareholders.

Brent crude, the international oil
benchmark, has crept back towards $70
a barrel, which it passed in March for
the first time in more than a year, recov-
ering ground lost during the pandemic.
Supply cuts by producers have helped to
bolster the market as consumption has

begun torecover around the world.

FT View page 22

Johnson's Mustique holiday added to
inquiries into potential rule breaches

GEORGE PARKER — POLITICAL EDITOR

Boris Johnson is under investigation by
the parliamentary standards watchdog
over claims he may have broken rules
in the way he declared a new-year holi-
day in the Caribbean.

Kathryn Stone, the parliamentary
standards commissioner, is looking at
the prime minister’s declaration of a
luxury break on the island of Mustique
in early 2020, which he took with his
partner Carrie Symonds.

Downing Street has insisted that John-
son complied with “all relevant trans-
parency requirements” for the holiday
in the register of MPs’ interests.

In the entry Johnson said he accepted
“accommodation for a private holiday
for my partner and me, value £15,000,
and said it had been provided by Con-
servative party donor David Ross.

In February 2020, a spokesman for
Ross, co-founder of Carphone Ware-
house, told the Daily Mail: “Boris
wanted some help to find somewhere in
Mustique. David called the company
who run all the villas and somebody had
dropped out. So Boris got the use of a
villa that was worth £15,000, but David
Ross did not pay any monies whatso-
ever for this.”

A spokesman for Ross said yesterday:
“Mr Ross facilitated accommodation for
Mr Johnson on Mustique valued at
£15,000. Therefore, this is a benefit in
kind from Mr Ross to Mr Johnson, and
Mr Johnson’s declaration to the House of
Commons is correct.”

Johnson’s spokesman said the prime
minister had “transparently declared a
benefit in kind in the Commons register
of interests”.

But Angela Rayner, Labour’s deputy

leader, said the inquiry into the holiday
was more evidence of “sleaze and dodgy
dealings” following the dispute over
who initially paid for the refurbishment
of Johnson’s Downing Street flat.

“The public have a right to know who
paid for Boris Johnson’s luxury Carib-
bean holiday and the renovation of his
flat,” she said. “Most importantly, we
need to know what these donors were
promised or expected in return for their
generosity.”

Stone confirmed she was looking into
the Mustique trip as one of a number of
probesinto the conduct of nine MPs.

Stone has also been asked by Labour
MP Margaret Hodge to look into John-
son’s financial arrangements regarding
the Downing Street flat refurbishment.
The prime minister said he paid for the
work, but has refused to say who
initially met the bill.
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The real cost of Brexit for the UK’s
largest sector —Bic READ, PAGE 21

» Spending recovers to pre-crisis level
Consumer spending in the UK beat pre-pandemic
levels last month for the first time this year, up 0.4
per cent compared with April 2019, as shops
reopened and holiday bookings rose.— PAGE 2

» Queen’s Speech to set out voter ID law
Today’s Queen’s Speech is due to set out
controversial legislation requiring that voters prove
their identity, and giving back power to the prime
minister to set the general election date.— PAGE 3

» Hopes for end to social-distancing rules
Social-distancing laws could S "\
end by summer, Boris Johnson [ %1 1=
hinted yesterday, as he
confirmed an easing of rules |}
next Monday that will allow
pubsto open indoors.— PAGE 2

» Landlords lose New Look rent case
Ajudge has dismissed a legal challenge from a group
of commercial landlords against the restructuring at
high street fashion chain New Look, which allows the
chain toreset rents and write off arrears.— PAGE 12

» Greens put squeeze on SPD in Germany
The German Social Democratic party, the SPD, is
facing the prospect of irrelevance five months
before national elections, as leftwing voters turn
increasingly to the Greens.— PAGE 4

» Myanmar journalists resist coup
Journalists in Myanmar have dispersed to hide-outs
across the country and abroad to keep up their
resistance to the military coup leaders who ordered
a brutal crackdown on opponents.— PAGE 8

» Malaysia’s 1MDB fund sues big banks
Corruption-hit Malaysian state investment fund
1MDB is suing Deutsche Bank, Coutts, JPMorgan and
more than 20 individuals, including a former prime
minister, to try to recover more than $23bn.— PAGE 9
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MIDEAST ESCALATION

Palestinians wait at a hospital in the Gaza Strip on a day of violence that saw Israeli airstrikes and
Hamas rocket fire after hundreds of Palestinians were hurt in confrontations in Jerusalem. WORLD, A3
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NBC won’t air 22 Golden Globes

[t’s another big blow to foreign press group after Times’ report

BY JOSH ROTTENBERG
AND STACY PERMAN

For years, NBC has billed
the Golden Globe Awards as
“Hollywood’s Party of the
Year.” On Monday, the net-
work announced that, for
now at least, the party is
over.

Capping monthsofinten-
sifying controversy sparked
by a Timesinvestigationinto

the Hollywood Foreign
Press Assn., the tiny but
powerful group that hands
out the Golden Globe
Awards, NBC said Monday
that it will not air the show, a
key precursor to the Oscars,
in 2022.

The HFPA had been
struggling to contain a
mounting crisis since publi-
cation of the Times investi-
gation that shed light on a
range of alleged ethical and

financial improprieties and
revealed that the organiza-
tion has no Black members.
The Feb. 21 report set off a
growing chorus of criticism
from Time’s Up and power-
ful industry figures, includ-
ing director Ava DuVernay
and TV producer Shonda
Rhimes.

Fighting to safeguard the
Globes and their very exist-
ence, the HFPA announced
a series of sweeping reforms

last week, including increas-
ing its historically insular
membership ranks by 50%
over the next 18 months,
with a focus on recruiting
Black members.

But the much-antici-
pated proposals did little to
quell the controversy, with a
number of Hollywood’s big-
gest power players — includ-
ing Netflix, Amazon Studios,
Warner Bros. and HBO —

[See Golden Globes, A12]
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Newsom wants
to give checks
to most 1n state

As tax revenue swells,
gOVErnor proposes
$600 payments and
increased rent help as
part of pandemic aid.

By PATRICK MCGREEVY
AND JOHN MYERS

SACRAMENTO — Gov.
Gavin Newsom proposed a
second round of $600 state
stimulus checks on Monday
to hasten California’s recov-
ery from the COVID-19 pan-
demic, hoping to expand the
payments from low-income
residents to also include
middle-class families, and
noting that doing so would
ensure benefits for 2 out of 3
state residents.

The proposal to deliver
$8 billion in new cash pay-
ments to millions of Califor-
nians is part of a $100-billion
economic stimulus plan
made possible in part by a
budget that has swelled with
a significant windfall of tax
revenues, a surplus the gov-
ernor put at $75.7 billion.

Newsom also proposed
$5 billion to double rental as-
sistance to get 100% of back
rent paid for those who have
fallen behind, along with as
much as $2 billion in direct
payments to pay down util-
ity bills, proposals that were

California to get
$27 billion in aid

State will receive largest
share of U.S. pandemic
relief, including $1.3 bil-
lion for L..A. NATION, A5

[Low return rate for L. A. students raises alarms

Only 7% of city’s high
schoolers are back on
campus. What could
that portend for fall?

BY HOWARD BLUME

Only 7% of high school
students and 12% of middle
school students have re-
turned to reopened cam-
puses in the Los Angeles
school district, sounding
alarms about what these fig-
ures portend for next fall
and highlighting the need
for intense intervention
when more traditional in-
person schooling resumes.

As the school year winds
down with the vast majority
of students at home online,
an uncertain summer and
fall back-to-school future is
emerging: How soon will
families be ready to return

MEL MELCON Los Angeles Times

ALAINA Ortiz, 17, a senior at Ramoén C. Cortines School of Visual and Performing
Arts, attends her video editing class on campus for the first time in over a year.

children to campus? Wil
many demand an online op-
tion? Will students attend
summer school to stem
learningloss?

For state Assemblyman
Patrick O’Donnell (D-Long
Beach), the return data de-
note a crisis.

“It’s tragic for the future
of those students and tragic
for the future of California,”
said O’Donnell, who chairs
the Assembly Education
Committee. “It means stu-
dents are not receiving in-
classroom instruction —
where they learn best. What
does this mean for the fall?”

Although officials insist
they will act aggressively to
help students, thelow return
rate could intensify pressure
onthe school district.

Even after L.A. Unified
instituted some of the most
extensive safety measures in
thenation, it was not enough

[See Campus, A12]

VACCINE FOR YOUTHS: U.S. regulators expand the use of Pfizer’s shot to those as young as 12, beginning as soon as this week. NATION, A7

Cyberattack on
U.S. oil pipeline
highlights threat

The ransomware that
forced a Georgia firm
to halt operations has
exposed vulnerabilities
in U.S. infrastructure.
PERSPECTIVES, A2

Trans people
regain health
protections

Biden administration
says it will protect gay
and transgender peo-
ple from sex discrimi-
nation. NATION, A6

Weather
Mostly sunny.
L.A. Basin: 76/61. B6
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In Texas, a rift deepens within GOP

Moderates worry about Trump’s influence, conspiracy theorists

By MoLLy
HENNESSY-FISKE

McKINNEY, Texas —
Mayor George Fulleris trou-
bled by what he sees and
hears in this conservative
Dallas suburb.

Battles with liberals are
enduring and predictable,
but what worries Fuller is
the deepening rancor be-
tween Republican moder-
ates and far-right conserva-
tives over what America
should look, sound and feel
like.

Inspired by nativist fer-
vor and fed by Donald
Trump’s rage, the Republi-
can Party here encompasses
anti-vaccination protesters,

MoLrLLY HENNESSY-FISKE Los Angeles Times
TEXANS Lee Jenkins, left, and Diane Andrews see
themselves as part of the “middle right,” not far right.

QAnon conspiracy theorists
and those whose mistrust of
President Biden only hard-
ens as he reverses his prede-
cessor’s policies.

“It’s just not the party I
recognize anymore,” said
Fuller, 58, a moderate Re-
publican whose Trump-
supporter siblings no longer
speak to him. “We are at a
place where families are
torn apart by political ideol-
ogiesthat are so skewed and
out of whack.”

What is evident across
this county — where in the
1970s the oilmen-rancher TV
drama “Dallas” was filmed
— is that extremism has
gone mainstream in certain
pockets of America.

[See Texas, AG]

supported by legislative
leaders on Monday.

“Direct stimulus checks
going into people’s pockets
and direct relief — that’s
meaningful,” Newsom said
during a visit to the Unity
Council, a nonprofit social
equity development corpo-
rationinthe Fruitvale neigh-
borhood of Oakland.

Under the governor’s
proposal, which still re-
quires approval from the
Legislature during state
budget negotiations, house-
holds earning up to $75,000
inadjusted grossincome will
be able to receive $600 direct
payments if they did not re-
ceive a payment in the first
round this year. State offi-
cials said the expanded pro-
gram, when combined with
the first round of state stim-
ulus checks, would provide
financial assistance to two-
thirds of Californians.

Newsom said the state
stimulus proposal repre-
sentsthelargest state taxre-
batein U.S. history.

In addition to the $600
stimulus checks for eligible
Californians, the governor is
proposing that families with
children get an additional
$500, along with $500 in di-
rect payments to immigrant
families without legal status.

“We recognize the acuity
of stress associated with
back rent and we recognize

[See Newsom, A7]

Are masks still
needed outdoors?

As more people become
vaccinated, some health
experts make a case for
leniency. CALIFORNIA, Bi

Recall
effort is
failing to
pick up
support

More voters favor
keeping Newsom, poll
says, as Jenner, GOP
draw anemic backing.

By PHIL WILLON

SACRAMENTO — The
campaign torecall Gov. Gav-
in Newsom has failed to gain
momentum in  recent
months as significantly
more California voters favor
keeping him in office, and
only anemic support has
surfaced for reality TV star
Caitlyn Jenner while other
Republican candidates hop-
ing to take the governor’s
place have little backing, ac-
cording to a new UC Berke-
ley Institute of Governmen-
tal Studies poll that was co-
sponsored by the L.A.
Times.

The survey’s results were
especially bleak for retired
Olympic gold medalist Jen-
ner, as just 6% of Califor-
nians who took part in the
survey said they would vote
to have her replace Newsom
— a vast majority of Demo-
crats, Republicans and un-
affiliated or independent
voters said they would not
be inclined to support her
candidacy.

Democratic voters polled
also overwhelmingly favored
having a prominent Demo-
cratic replacement candi-
date on the recall ballot in
case Newsom is ousted from
office, putting them at odds
with efforts by their state
party and Newsom’s cam-
paign to prevent that from
happening.

[See Recall, A7]

BUSINESS INSIDE: Are anonymous messaging apps at fault in a cyberbullying suicide? A8
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ED.A. APPROVES
PFIZERS VACCINE
FOR AGES 120 15

A KEY STEP IN RECOVERY

Widespread Inoculations
May Speed a Return
to Classrooms

By APOORVA MANDAVILLI

The Food and Drug Administra-
tion on Monday authorized use of
the Pfizer-BioNTech Covid-19 vac-
cine for 12- to 15-year-olds in the
United States, a crucial step in the
nation’s steady recovery from the
pandemic and a boon to millions of
American families eager for a re-
turn to normalcy.

The authorization caps weeks
of anticipation among parents,
who have been grappling with
how to conduct their lives when
only the adults in a household are
immunized. It removes an obsta-
cle to school reopenings by reduc-
ing the threat of transmission in
classrooms, and affords more of
the nearly 17 million children in
this age group opportunities to at-
tend summer camps, sleepovers

A — .i—zv.
KEVIN MOHATT FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Vaccinating children is crucial
to reaching “herd immunity.”

and Little League games.

“This is great news,” said Dr.
Kristin Oliver, a pediatrician and
vaccine expert at Mount Sinai
Hospital in New York. “It feels like
we’ve been waiting a long time to
start protecting children in this
age group.” The Pfizer-BioNTech
vaccine is already available to
anyone over 16.

The ED.A’’s go-ahead is not the
final hurdle. An advisory commit-
tee of the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention is expected to
meet shortly to review the data
and make recommendations for
the vaccine’s use in 12- to 15-year-
olds.

If the committee endorses the
vaccine for that age group, as ex-
pected, immunizations in theory
can begin immediately. Clinical
trials have shown that these chil-

Continued on Page A6

F.B.I. Identifies

Group That Hit
Pipeline Firm

Biden Vows Action as

Officials Issue Alerts

By DAVID E. SANGER
and NICOLE PERLROTH

President Biden said on Mon-
day that the United States would
“disrupt and prosecute” a crimi-
nal gang of hackers called Dark-
Side, which the EB.I. formally
blamed for a huge ransomware at-
tack that has disrupted the flow of
nearly half of the gasoline and jet
fuel supplies to the East Coast.

The EB.I, clearly concerned
that the ransomware effort could
spread, issued an emergency alert
to electric utilities, gas suppliers
and other pipeline operators to be
on the lookout for code like the
kind that locked up Colonial Pipe-
lines, a private firm that controls
the major pipeline carrying gaso-
line, diesel and jet fuel from the
Texas Gulf Coast to New York
Harbor.

The pipeline remained offline
for a fourth day on Monday as a
pre-emptive measure to keep the
malware that infected the compa-
ny’s computer networks from
spreading to the control systems
that run the pipeline. So far, the ef-
fects on gasoline and other energy
supplies seem minimal, and Co-
lonial said it hoped to have the
pipeline running again by the end
of this week.

The attack prompted emer-
gency meetings at the White
House all through the weekend, as
officials tried to understand
whether the episode was purely a
criminal act — intended to lock up
Colonial’s computer networks un-
less it paid a large ransom — or
the work of Russia or another
state that was using the criminal
group covertly.

So far, intelligence officials said,
all of the indications are that it was
simply an act of extortion by the
group, which first began to deploy
such ransomware last August and
is believed to operate from East-
ern Europe, possibly Russia.
There was some evidence, even in
the group’s own statements on
Monday, that suggested the group
had intended simply to extort
money from the company, and
was surprised that it ended up cut-
ting off the main gasoline and jet
fuel supplies for the Eastern
Seaboard.

The attack exposed the remark-
able vulnerability of a key conduit
for energy in the United States as
hackers become more brazen in
taking on critical infrastructure,
like electric grids, pipelines, hos-
pitals and water treatment facili-
ties. The city governments of At-
lanta and New Orleans, and, in re-
cent weeks, the Washington, D.C.,

Continued on Page Al4
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Palestinians, top, running from tear gas during clashes with Israeli security forces at the Agsa
Mosque in Jerusalem on Monday; above, Hamas firing rockets from Gaza City in retaliation.

Beach Town Lures Labor With Bonuses and Beer

By JEANNA SMIALEK
and JIM TANKERSLEY

REHOBOTH BEACH, Del. —
Dogfish Head Craft Brewery is
struggling to hire manufacturing
workers for its beer factory and
staff members for its restaurants
in this coastal area, a shortage
that has grown so acute that the
company has cut dining room
hours and is now offering vintage
cases of its 120 Minute India Pale
Ale as a signing bonus to new
hires.

The company is using its hefty
social media presence “to get the
bat signal out” and “entice bever-
age-loving adults” to join the
team, Sam Calagione, the compa-

Rebound Beckons, but
Employers Complain

of Few Workers

ny’s founder, said on a steamy af-
ternoon this month at Dogfish’s
brewpub, which was already do-
ing brisk business ahead of vaca-
tion season.

Economic activity is expected
to surge in Delaware and across
the country as people who missed
2020 getaways head for vacations
and the newly vaccinated spend
savings amassed during months

at home.

Yet as they race to hire before
an expected summertime eco-
nomic boom, employers are voic-
ing a complaint that is echoing all
the way to the White House: They
cannot find enough workers to fill
their open positions and meet the
rising customer demand.

An April labor market report
underscored those concerns.
Economists expected companies
to hire one million people, but data
released on Friday showed that
they had added only 266,000, even
as vaccines became widely avail-
able and state and local econo-
mies began springing back to life.
Many analysts thought labor

Continued on Page A13

VIOLENCE ERUPTS
BETWEEN ISRAELIS
AND PALESTINIANS

FIGHT OVER JERUSALEM

Airstrikes and Rocket
Attacks After Raid on
Old City Mosque

By PATRICK KINGSLEY
and ISABEL KERSHNER

JERUSALEM — Weeks of sim-
mering tensions in Jerusalem be-
tween Palestinian protesters, the
police and right-wing Israelis sud-
denly veered into military conflict
on Monday, as a local skirmish in
the decades-long battle for control
of the city escalated into rocket
fire and airstrikes in Gaza.

After araid by the Israeli police
on the Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem
left hundreds of Palestinians and a
score of police officers wounded,
militants in Gaza responded by
firing a barrage of rockets at Jeru-
salem, drawing Israeli airstrikes
in return.

The catalyst for the escalation
was the conflict over recent Israeli
efforts to remove Palestinians
from strategic parts of the city.
The an issue that became a rally-
ing cry for Palestinians, who saw
the moves as ethnic cleansing and
illegal, and right-wing Israeli
Jews, who said they were fighting
for their property as landowners
while also attempting to ensure
Jewish control over East Jerusa-
lem.

The dispute, focused on a single
Jerusalem neighborhood, has ex-
ploded into a major flare-up in the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, gain-
ing world attention after a period
in which the Palestinian cause had
been largely marginalized — by
the United States under President
Donald J. Trump, by the Arab
countries that normalized rela-
tions with Israel, and by Israel,
ruled by a right-wing government
for more than a decade.

By the end of the day Monday,
Hamas, the Islamist militant
group that controls Gaza, had
fired rockets at Jerusalem for the
first time in seven years. Israeli
airstrikes left at least 20 Palestin-
ians, including nine children,
dead, according to Palestinian of-
ficials. And the region was bracing
for a cycle of reprisal attacks.

For weeks, Palestinians had
been protesting the planned evic-
tion of Palestinian families from
the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood
of East Jerusalem, leading to
clashes with Israeli police and far-
right-wing activists. There were
also clashes between Palestinian
protesters and the police else-
where in the city, as well as a spate

Continued on Page A10

Shooting in Times Square Makes
Crime Focus of the Mayor’s Race

By KATIE GLUECK and JEFFERY C. MAYS

A shooting in Times Square, a
spike in gun violence and a spate
of high-profile attacks on subway
riders have pushed concerns over
crime and public safety to the
forefront of the New York City
mayor’s race, altering the trajec-
tory of the contest as the June 22
primary approaches.

A year after the rise of the “de-
fund the police” movement amid
an outcry over racial injustice, the
primary will offer one of the first
tests of where Democratic voters
stand as the country emerges
from the pandemic but confronts a
rise in gun violence in major cities
like New York.

The shooting on Saturday in
Times Square, the heart of tour-
ism and transit in New York City,
injured three bystanders, includ-
ing a 4-year-old girl, a woman
from New Jersey and a Rhode Is-
land tourist who had been hoping
to visit the Statue of Liberty.

Two of the leading mayoral can-
didates rushed to the scene.

Andrew Yang, a former presi-
dential candidate, held a Sunday
morning news conference where
he declared that “nothing works in
our city without public safety, and
for public safety, we need the po-
lice” Eric Adams, the Brooklyn

Continued on Page A16

Moving Past Apartheid

JOAO SILVA/THE NEW YORK TIMES

A new generation of South African directors and producers is

making hits about modern life for global audiences.

PAGE A7

China Is Forcing Birth Control
On Muslim Women in Xinjiang

By AMY QIN

When China’s government or-
dered women in her mostly Mus-
lim community in the region of
Xinjiang to be fitted with contra-
ceptive devices, Qelbinur Sedik
pleaded for an exemption. She
was nearly 50 years old, she told
officials. She had obeyed the gov-
ernment’s birth limits and had
only one child.

It was no use. The workers
threatened to take her to the po-
lice if she continued resisting, she
said. She gave in and went to a
government clinic where a doctor,
using metal forceps, inserted an
intrauterine device to prevent
pregnancy. She wept through the

procedure.

“I felt like I was no longer a nor-
mal woman,” Ms. Sedik said, chok-
ing up as she described the ordeal.
“Like I was missing something.”

Across much of China, the au-
thorities are encouraging women
to have more children, as they try
to stave off a demographic crisis
from a declining birthrate. But in
the Xinjiang region, China is forc-
ing them to have fewer, tightening
its grip on Muslim ethnic minor-
ities and trying to orchestrate a
demographic shift that will dimin-
ish their population over genera-
tions.

Continued on Page A8

TRACKING AN OUTBREAK A4-6

‘A Huge Exaggeration’

The share of transmission that has

occurred outdoors seems to be below 1
percent and may be below 0.1 percent,
PAGE A4

some epidemiologists say.

BUSINESS B1-5

Biden Defends Jobless Aid

The president’s comments and a raft of
policy announcements were a pushback
to G.O.P. criticism of his economic plan
after a disappointing jobs report. PAGE Bl

SPORTSTUESDAY B7-9
Cal Climbs Out, Reeling

The university conducted thousands of
virus tests, cut the football season and
lost $10 million. Is the light at the end of
the tunnel another train?

ARTS C1-6

PAGE B7

Cartoonishly Attractive

“Raya and the Last Dragon” and other
recent animated movies have been

putting a lot of hot dads onscreen, Kyle
Buchanan has discovered.

OPINION A18-19

Paul Krugman
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What’s

News

Business & Finance

he cyberattack that

forced the closure of
the top U.S. fuel pipeline
threatens to disrupt gaso-
line supplies for millions,
as the conduit’s owner es-
timated it would take at
least through week’s end
to restore service. Al, A6

4 European governments
are acting to limit hedge
funds’ participation in the
market for new sovereign-
bond issuance after a surge in
demand from the firms. Al

4 Marriott swung to a
loss for the first quarter,
but the hotel company
pointed to rising demand
in the U.S. and Canada. Bl

4 The NTSB raised doubts
that a fatal April crash of a
Tesla car in Texas involved
the vehicle’s advanced

driver-assistance system. Bl

# Elliott has a stake in Duke
Energy and is pushing the
utility to add directors and
possibly take other actions
to boost its stock price. B1

@ Startup mortgage lender
Better is planning to go
public through a merger
with a special-purpose ac-
quisition company. Bl

@ The S&P 500, Nasdaq
and Dow retreated 1%, 2.5%
and 0.1%, respectively, as
technology and other
growth stocks tumbled. B9

@ Vice Media’s plans to
g0 public through a nearly
$3 billion SPAC deal would
leave existing investors
with control of the firm. B3

4 NBC said it wouldn’t broad-
cast the Golden Globes next
year, a move that comes as the
organization that oversees
the event has drawn fire. B3

World-Wide

—’—

@ The FDA authorized
use of the Covid-19 shot
from Pfizer and BioNTech
for children ages 12 to 15,
a move that is expected to
boost the country’s vacci-
nation campaign. Al

# The WHO classified a
coronavirus variant first
seen in India as a global
“variant of concern,” saying
preliminary studies showed
it may be more transmissible
than some other variants. A9

@ Pentagon officials are
considering pulling the plug
on the JEDI cloud-comput-
ing project, which has been
mired in litigation from Ama-
zon and faces continuing
criticism from lawmakers. Al

4 China said its population
hit 141178 billion in 2020,
eking out a tiny rise from
the 1.4005 billion official data
showed in 2019, a sign of
demographic challenges. A8

4 Attorneys general from
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New Clashes in Jerusalem Spark Fears of Wider Conflict

I r"_ 2

ON EDGE:“F;éIestinians run fdr cover from tear gas fired by Israeli secur

T =

ity forces in protests at Jerusalem’s Al Agqsa Mosque

compound. Israel carried out airstrikes in Palestinian territory after militants in Gaza fired a barrage of rockets. A8

Children 12 to 15 Are Cleared
By FDA to Get Pfizer Vaccine

U.S. health regulators have
for the first time cleared a
Covid-19 vaccine’s use in chil-
dren, paving the way for many
to be immunized before sum-
mer camps and the start of

By Jared S. Hopkins,
Thomas M. Burton
and Jennifer Calfas

the next school year.

Millions of people ages 16
years and older have taken the
shot from Pfizer Inc. and part-
ner BioNTech SE. The U.S.
Food and Drug Administra-
tion’s decision Monday widens

the vaccine’s use to children as
young as 12.

The move comes after a
study of 2,260 adolescents
found the two-dose shot
worked safely in that age
group.

Its expanded use is ex-
pected to boost a vaccination
campaign seeking to immunize
as many people as possible be-
fore dangerous variants able
to elude shots emerge. Wider
use of the vaccines also could
permit easing of pandemic
measures.

“The light at the end of the
tunnel is growing, and today it

got a little brighter,” President
Biden said.

The expansion “is a signifi-
cant step in the fight against
the Covid-19 pandemic,” Acting
FDA Commissioner Janet
Woodcock said. “Today’s action
allows for a younger population
to be protected from Covid-19,
bringing us closer to returning
to a sense of normalcy and to
ending the pandemic.”

Dr. Woodcock said the
agency made its decision after
a rigorous and thorough re-
view of data on the vaccine’s
safety and effectiveness in the
adolescents.

The authorization could
also bolster schools’ efforts to
open classrooms full-time to
middle- and high-school stu-
dents for five days a week, su-
perintendents and education
leaders said. Many districts
have already made public full-
time reopening plans for this
fall, though uncertainty

PleaseturntopageA7

Pipeline
Attack
Risks

Closure

For Week

Estimate of disruption
comes as FBI points
to a hacker group
known as DarkSide

The cyberattack that forced
the closure of the top U.S. fuel
pipeline threatens to disrupt
gasoline supplies for millions
as the conduit’s owner esti-
mated on Monday that it
would take at least through
week’s end to restore service.

By Collin Eaton,
Amrith Ramkumar
and Dustin Volz

The new timeline by the
owners of the Colonial Pipe-
line, a 5,500-mile system that
transports fuel from Texas to
New Jersey, came as the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation
said it believed the attack in-
volved a criminal gang with
Eastern European ties known
as DarkSide.

Colonial Pipeline Co. said
Monday it hoped to substan-
tially restore service on the
pipeline, which it shut Friday,
by the end of this week.

The Colonial Pipeline trans-
ports about 45% of the fuel
consumed in the East Coast,
according to the company’s
website.

The Alpharetta, Ga.-based
company noted that restoring
its network, in coordination
with the Energy Department
and other federal agencies,
will take time, and that it was
bringing segments back online
in stages.

PleaseturntopageA6

# Novavax delays plans to seek
clearances for its vaccine.. A7

@ The WHO raises concerns
over strain from India.......... A9

@ British Columbia tames a
variant

@ DarkSide criminal group was
involved in hack...umeeee A6

@ Hack sparks questions about
lax cyber oversight...... A6

@ Heard on the Street: Attack
highlights obstacles

Used-Car
Buyers
Feel Price
Pinch

The average price 10
paid for a used

vehicle hit a record

of $25,463 in April,
about $2,800

higher than the 5
same month a

year earlier and

the first time it

has exceeded

$25,000. Tight

supplies are 0

15%

Changein the average
price paid

Used cars
+16.7%

New cars

+9.6%

limiting options for Jan,
buyers. B1 2020

T
21
Source: J.D. Power
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Pentagon Weighs Scrapping
Big Cloud-Computing Project

By JoHn D. McKINNON

WASHINGTON—Pentagon
officials are considering pull-
ing the plug on the star-
crossed JEDI cloud-computing
project, which has been mired
in litigation from Amazon.com
Inc. and faces continuing criti-
cism from lawmakers.

The Joint Enterprise De-
fense Infrastructure contract
was awarded to Microsoft
Corp. in 2019 over Amazon,
which has contested the award
in court ever since. A federal

judge in April refused the Pen-
tagon’s motion to dismiss
much of Amazon’s case.

A few days later, Deputy
Defense Secretary Kathleen
Hicks said the department
would review the project.

“We’re going to have to as-
sess where we are with regard
to the ongoing litigation
around JEDI and determine
what the best path forward is
for the department,” Ms. Hicks
said at an April 30 security
conference organized by the
nonprofit Aspen Institute.

Her comments followed a
Pentagon report to Congress,
released before the latest court
ruling, that said another Ama-
zon win in court could signifi-
cantly draw out the timeline for
the program’s implementation.

“The prospect of such a
lengthy litigation process might
bring the future of the JEDI
Cloud procurement into ques-
tion,” the Jan. 28 report said.

Ms. Hicks and other Penta-
gon officials said there is a
pressing need to implement a

PleaseturntopageA2

44 states and territories
urged Facebook to drop
plans to launch a version of
Instagram for children. A3

# Biden pushed back against
Republicans and business

groups who say enhanced job-
less benefits are discouraging
Americans from working. A4

4 U.S. trade groups and

firms are seeking a pause to a
rule that allows the govern-
ment to block foreign telecom-
gear imports and other deals
deemed a security threat. A2

@ The Biden administration
said it would enforce legal
protections against discrimi-
nation for gay and transgen-
der patients seeking health-
care under the ACA. A3
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M’Lady Is
Doing the
Yard Work

* *

Tourist shutdown
at British castles

means staff is away

By ALISTAIR MACDONALD

After Covid-19 first sent Brit-
ain into lockdown in the spring
of 2020, the owners of High-
clere Castle, where “Downton
Abbey” was set, had to banish
visitors and send staff away.
They closed shutters and
shrouded furniture with dust
covers in its 250 plus rooms.

Fiona Herbert—Lady Carnar-
von—whose family owns the
grand home, poured herself a
coconut water and settled into a
house that had never been so
empty in its 350-year history.

“The house and I got to know
each other,” she said. “I thought I
did know it, but it felt different.”

Her alone time is coming to

Pleaseturntopage AI10

Europe Seeks to Curb
Hedge Funds on Bonds

By ANNA HIRTENSTEIN

European governments are
acting to limit hedge funds’
participation in the market for
new sovereign-bond issuance,
following a surge in demand
from the firms.

The pushback was
prompted by unusually large
orders placed by hedge funds
for new bonds, which can then
potentially be sold—some-
times within hours—to the Eu-
ropean Central Bank for a
profit, bankers, investors and
a government official said. Or-
der books, which track de-
mand for new bonds and help
determine the prices, have bal-
looned since hedge funds be-
gan to pile into this trade.

The debt-management of-
fices of Spain and Italy have
placed caps ranging from €500
million to €1 billion, equiva-
lent to $608 million to $1.2
billion, on orders from hedge
funds for bonds directly issued
by countries in the primary

market, according to bankers
who worked on the deals.
France has also limited order
sizes, an official said.

Millennium Management,
Brevan Howard, DoubleLine,
Tenaron Capital Management
and BlueBay Asset Manage-
ment are among the hedge
funds that have been active in
the primary market for sover-
eign bonds in recent months,
according to bankers. Some
hedge funds have put in or-
ders for as much as €3 billion
of bonds in a single offering,
which is far more than they
can realistically buy, the bank-
ers said.

Large investment firms,
pension funds, insurers and
banks’ treasury departments
are usually the biggest buyers
of government bonds in the
primary market. Countries is-
suing bonds typically seek to
avoid investors with a short-
term horizon. That is because
hot money flowing quickly in
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Danger to
aging grid
laid bare

by breach

Cyberattack on pipeline
shows need for ‘systemic’
security fixes, experts say

BY WILL ENGLUND,
ELLEN NAKASHIMA
AND TAYLOR TELFORD

A major fuel pipeline that was
shut down after a brazen cyber-
attack will probably come back
online by week’s end, officials said
Monday, as security experts
warned that the nation must take
more seriously persistent vulner-
abilities in America’s aging en-
ergy infrastructure.

The Colonial Pipeline running
from Houston to New Jersey, sup-
plying the East Coast with 45 per-
cent of its fuel, was taken offline
Friday after a hacker group
known as DarkSide infiltrated the
Georgia-based company’s servers
and encrypted its data, demand-
ing a fee to restore access in what
is known as a “ransomware” at-
tack. It also stole a copy of the
data, possibly to later release it
publicly unless Colonial paid an
additional fee.

Several cybersecurity experts
said the incident represents the
biggest known cyberattack on
U.S. energy infrastructure. On
Monday, Biden administration of-
ficials sought to assuage fears that
the attack could lead to price
spikes, fuel shortages or panicked
buying up and down the East
Coast, and Colonial announced
that it had restarted some service.

New details emerged Monday
that Colonial had staved off one
potential effort at extortion,
though it still grappled with the
ransomware issue. Over the week-
end, a hosting provider in New
York essentially shut down a serv-
er containing the stolen data after
being contacted by a cyber firm
helping Colonial investigate the

SEE PIPELINE ON A20

Left-leaning

volers flood

Tex., but GOP
gets the lift

BY ARELIS R. HERNANDEZ
AND GRIFF WITTE

SAN MARCOS, TEX. — In a fast-
growing city in a fast-growing
state, Yvonne Flores-Cale is typi-
cal of the population surge that is
transforming Texas.

The native Midwesterner is rel-
ativelyyoung, Hispanic and politi-
cally left of center. She has lived in
Kyle — a booming suburb just
south of Austin, on the edge of
Texas’s famed Hill Country — only
for a decade but has watched as
the surrounding county has
morphed from red to purple to a
pale shade of blue.

Last year, she won a seat on the
city council, and she sees herself
as part of a broader wave that will
ultimately crest in the state legis-
lature and Congress, washing

SEE TEXAS ON A6

Palestinians skirmish with Israeli security forces at the al-Aqsa Mosque compound in Jerusalem’s Old City. Tensions in the
area have been intensifying as a Jewish settler group tries to evict several Palestinian families from a nearby neighborhood.

Violent clashes, rocket fire shake Jerusalem

the militant group Hamas and
the Israeli military.
The Israeli airstrikes came
after Hamas fired seven rock-
ets at Jerusalem — the first
time the city had been targeted
since 2014 — and dozens more
at southern Israel. Earlier in
the day, violent clashes near
al-Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem’s
0ld City between Israeli police
and Arab protesters left more
than 300 Palestinians injured.
Hamas, which controls the
Gaza Strip, warned that it was
prepared to escalate further by
targeting Tel Aviv in addition
to Jerusalem, and by the end of
SEE JERUSALEM ON A13

After Hamas attacks,
Israeli airstrikes kill
20 in Gaza Strip

BY STEVE HENDRIX
AND SHIRA RUBIN

JERUSALEM — Israeli air-
strikes killed nine children and
11 others in Gaza on Monday,
Palestinian officials said, after
some of the worst clashes in
Jerusalem in recent years rap-
idly escalated into an exchange
of rockets and bombs between

Israeli defenses intercept rockets fired from Gaza City.
Hamas launched dozens of rockets into Israel on Monday.
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his nose and jaw newly freed of
the mask and constant worry that
had shrouded him for more than
ayear.

ager who was recently vaccinat-
ed, said he felt a measure of guilt
as he imagined passersby “look-
ing at me, thinking I’'m an idiot
for not wearing a mask.”

pleasure! — of the spring sun
warming his chin.

“It’s hard to believe we lived that
way for so long.”

nation rates rise, coronavirus cas-
es fall and officials slowly ease

As masks come off, D.C. is starting to smile

Vaccinated but wary, people return to favorite haunts and experience an approximation of normal

BY PAUL SCHWARTZMAN

he liberation of Richard
McWalters was in full
bloom as he strolled 14th
Street NW the other day,

McWalters, 64, a project man-

But the pleasure — oh the

“It sure feels good,” he said.

Step by tentative step, as vacci-

SEE REOPENING ON A10

AMANDA VOISARD FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Annie Brown, left; her mother, Beulah Brown, center; and family member Vanessa Williams-
Drew celebrate getting vaccinated at Victura Park outside the Kennedy Center. D.C. will lift
capacity and other restrictions on most businesses and public venues by May 21. Story, B1

Age limit
lowered
for Plizer

vaceine

FDA APPROVES USE
FOR YOUTHS 12 TO 15

Inoculations can start

after CDC head signs off

BY CAROLYN Y. JOHNSON

The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration cleared the first coronavi-
rus vaccine for emergency use in
children as young as 12 on Mon-
day, expanding access to the Pfiz-
er-BioNTech shot to adolescents
ahead of the next school year and
marking another milestone in the
nation’s battle with the virus.

The decision that the two-shot
regimen is safe and effective for
younger adolescents had been
highly anticipated by many par-
ents and pediatricians, particu-
larly with the growing gap be-
tween what vaccinated and un-
vaccinated people may do safely.
Evidence suggests that schools
can function at low risk with
prevention measures, such as
masks and social distancing. But
vaccines are poised to increase
confidence in resumingin-person
activities and are regarded as
pivotal to returning to normalcy.

“Adolescents, especially, have
suffered tremendously from the
covid pandemic. Even though

SEE VACCINE ON A8

New vaccine: Novavax unlikely to
seek authorization until July. A8

Uneven fiscal
recovery has
rising prices,
inflation risk

BY DAVID J. LYNCH

Widespread shortages and
production snags are driving
prices higher for many everyday
items, as an uneven economic
reopening leaves Americans fac-
ing the unfamiliar risk of infla-
tion.

Significant price increases
have affected used cars, medical
care, appliances, energy, food and
cigarettes in recent months, ac-
cording to government data. Gas
prices headed higher on Monday
— before ending the day almost
unchanged — after a cyberattack
forced the indefinite closure of
the nation’s largest fuel pipeline.

Most economists expect prices
for many goods and services to
show continued gains on
‘Wednesday when the Labor De-
partment releases its next month-
ly inflation report.

The Federal Reserve insists
that today’s rising prices — up
2.6 percent over the past 12
months — will not grow into
anything like the economy-wide,
double-digit inflationary spiral of
the 1970s. Some economists, in-
cluding Lawrence Summers, a
former treasury secretary, howev-

SEE INFLATION ON A18

IN THE NEWS

Infrastructure talks With her state eager for
federal funds, Sen. Shelley Moore Capito (R-
W.Va.) hopes to broker a deal. A17

ERIN SCOTT/REUTERS

THE NATION

The inspector general
for the Capitol Police
told a House panel that
the agency must think of
itself as a “protective
force.” A2

The 10 GOP lawmakers
who voted to impeach
President Donald
Trump in January are
trying to navigate Rep.
Liz Cheney’s fall and
their political futures. A3
House Democrats are
showing support for a
push by the White
House to make mail

Anti-bias protections Federal officials are
reviving safeguards in health care based on
gender identity and sexual orientation. A7

trucks electric. A4

A former Afghan mili-
tant held at Guantana-
mo Bay asked a U.S.

judge for his freedom,
citing the recent troop
withdrawal announce-
ment. A7

The Biden administra-
tion has named an en-
voy for Libya, a move in-
tended to boost U.S.
support of Libya’s re-
cently formed unity gov-
ernment ahead of De-
cember elections. A7
President Biden ap-
peared to bend in part
to GOP criticisms of
jobless benefits. A11

THE WORLD
Momentum grew for
museums to return Be-
nin bronzes to Nigeria
after Germany said it

would send hundreds of
looted pieces back start-
ing next year. A12
German priests across
more than 100 churches
blessed same-sex rela-
tionships in a coordinat-
ed defiance of a Vatican
order signed by Pope
Francis. A14

THE ECONOMY

After crises involving
internal documents, the
CEO of Chinese telecom
giant Huawei has or-
dered employees to keep
fewer records and write
shorter memos. A18
Chipotle is raising
wages amid its expan-
sion efforts, joining the
competition to lure
workers back after the
pandemic year. A20

THE REGION

After a Virginia trooper
arrested a Black driver,
prosecutors dropped the
charges, saying the traf-
fic stop lacked “proper
legal basis.” B1

Virginia Republicans
narrowed down poten-
tial candidates for gov-
ernor in a complicated
ranked-choice balloting
process. Bl

Lafayette Square re-
opened to pedestrians
almost a year after au-
thorities fenced off the
area in the wake of ra-
cial justice protests. B1
As Ramadan comes to
a close, coronavirus vac-
cines are offering Mus-
lims the hope of stand-
ing shoulder to shoulder
in prayer again. B8

INSIDI

HEALTH & SCIENCE
Trauma and
creativity

A playwright who
survived cancer reflects
on his illness and life’s
challenges. E1

STYLE

A generational
jeans war flares
Gen Zers are embracing
the “mom jeans” fit of the
early 2000s. Millennials
aren’t having it. C1

BUSINESS NEW!

CONTENT © 2021
‘The Washington Post / Year 144, No. 157

OPINION PAGES A21

LOTTERIES....
OBITUARIES
TELEVISION..
‘WORLD NEWS....

|y |
0 3

70628121100



