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mericans accustomed

to years of low infla-
tion are beginning to pay
sharply higher prices for
goods and services as the
economy strains to rev up
and the pandemic wanes. Al

+ Investors in search of
higher returns and lower
taxes are scooping up debt
sold by s(ale :znd local Zov-
ermments, pu

costs o near-record lows. Al

+ Star Entertainment
said it wants to merge with
casino operator Crown Re-
sorts, which has also re-
ceived a sweetened bid
from Elackstone Group. B1

+ Policy makers debated the
root cause of a growing
shortage of workers that
threatens to restrain the pace
of U.S. economic growth, A2
+ Benson Hill is going pub-
lic by merging with a blank-
check company in a deal
that values the plant-grow-
ing tech firm at $2 billion. Bl

+ An anticipated decline
in mortgage volume is
prompting price wars
across the industry, driving
down profit margins. B1

+ A judge ordered Cred-
Force to pay the Wharton
School more than $1.2 mil-
lion related to an execu-
tive program there. B3

World-Wide

e

+ The ransomware attack
that forced the closure of
the largest U.S. fuel pipeline
showed how cybercriminals
pose a far-reaching threat to
the infrastructure that keeps
the nation's energy moving. Al
+ Biden administration offi-
cials said the .S, is entering
a new phase of the pandemic
in which many vaccinated
Americans can begin return-
ing to normal activities. AS
# The White House plans
to name Thea Lee, a for-
mer AFL-CIO trade offi-
cial, as head of the Labor
Department's interna-
tional-affairs division. A4
+ Kentucky Derby winner
Medina Spirit failed a postrace
drug test, raising the prospect
U‘fa disgualification in horse
marguee event. A3
# Courts are weighing
whether some of the failed
legal challenges to the 2020
presidential election were
frivolous or improper. A4
# Israel’s Supreme Court
postponed a ruling on
whether to evict Palestinian
families from an East Je-
rusalem neighborhood. A9
# The nation's largest wire-
less carriers are labbgnng to

mers who make them. A4
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Kabul Mourns Victims of Attack That Struck_ at Schoolgirls

Pipeline’s Shutdown Exposes
Cyber Threat to Power Sector

The ransomware attack that
forced the closure of the larg-
est U.S. fuel pipeline this
weekend showed how cyber-
criminals pose a far-reaching

By Collin Eatorn,
Jarmes Rundle
and Dawvid Uberti

threat to the aging, valnerable

infrastructure that keeps the

nation's energy moving.
Colonial Pipeline Co. closed

its entire 5.500-mile conduit
carrying gasoline and other
fuels from the Gulf Coast to
the New York metro area on
Friday as it moved to contain
an assault that involved ran-
somware, code that holds
computer systems hostage. So
far, no evidence has emerged
that the attackers penetrated
the wital control systems that
run the pipeline, people famil-
iar with the matter said.

But the conseguences of an

infection spreading to that
deeper layer are dire for any
energy company. Many ma-
chines that control pipelines,
refineries and power plants
are well past their prime, have
few protections against so-
phisticated attacks and could
be manipulated to muck with
eguipment or cause damage,
cybersecurity experts say.
Last year, a ransomware at-
tack mowved from a natural-gas
company’s networks into the

control SYSTems at a compres-
sion facility. halting operations
for two days, according to a
Department of Homeland Se-
curity alert. The company,
which Homeland Security
didn™t name, didn’t hawve a plan
to respond to a cyberattack,
the agency said.

The Colonial ransomware
attack is a high-profile exam-
ple of the online assaults that
U5, companies, schools, hospi-

Flease turn topage A2

Shoppers
Feel Bite

As Prices
Begin
To Climb

Companies are passing
on the pain of supply
shortages and rising
costs of ingredients

By Jagwon Kanc

Americans accustomed to
years of low inflation are begin-
ning to pay sharply higher
prices for goods and services as
the economy strains to rev up
and the pandemic wanes.

Price tags on consumer

s from processed meat to
dishwashing products  have
risen by double-digit percent-
ages from a year ago, according
to NielsenlQ. Whirlpool Corp.
freezers and dishwashers and
Scotts Miracle-Gro Co. lavwn arnd
garden products are also get-
ting costlier, the companies say.

Some consumers are feeling
stretched. Kaitlym Vinson, a
program manager in Denwver,
said her recent $275 bill at a
Costco Wholesale Corp. store,
which included razors and cot-
ton pads on top of her typical
groceries, was more expensive
than usual. Ms. Vinson said she
switched from buving fresh to
frozen fruit and vegetables be-
cause they are less expensive
and last longer.

“We're sacrificing the food
that I really like to cook just to

Please turn to page A6

+ Policy makers debate roots of
worker shortage ....cee.. A2

Investors
Flock Into
Market

For Munis

By SEBASTIAN PELLEJERD

Investors in search of higher
returns and lower taxes are
scooping up debt sold by state
and local governments, push-
ing borrowing costs to near-re-
cord lows and boosting coffers
from California to Gonnecticut.

A net $39 billion has poured
into municipal-bond mutual
funds this year through Thurs-
day, according to data compiled
by Municipal Market Analytics,
the most ower the same period
since 2008. Returns on the
debt, which local governments
use to fund public works such
as sewers or bridges, have
beaten those of corporate
bonds and Treasurys.

Demand is so intense that
Illinois, the only state to tap
the Federal Reserve’s pan-
demic emergency-lending pro-
gram, recently sold three-year
bonds at yields near 1%. The
Biden administration’s pro-
posed tax changes also could
potentially make municipal
debt more attractive to inves-
tors.

Considered almost as safe
as Treasurys because they are
backed by taxes or payments
on essential services like wa-
ter, municipal bonds typically
offer interest payments that
are tax-free.

The furor marks a reversal
from the pandemic’s lows. In
the spring of 2020, cash-hun-
gryv inwvestors dumped even
safe munis at steep discounts.
Many predicted tax collections

Please turn fo page A9

Demand Cools
For Mortgages

As rates increase, demand for
mortgages drops. B1
Mortgage originations,
quarterly

F1.4 trilion

Wote: 02 3021 through
Source: Mortgage Bankars

Breakout Cities Energize
U.S. Economic Recovery

-

Rising stars were vibrant; now draw new workers and businesses

By JusTiM BAER

year with fewer job losses and service cuts, and

GREENVILLE, 5.C.—The pandemic is acceler-
ating growth in midsize cities, positioning
them to lead the charge in the nation's eco-

nomic rebound.

Even before Covid-19, these rising stars—
such as Greenville, Des Moines, lowa, and
Provo, Utah—had been quietly building out wi-
brant economies in the shadow of bigger me-
tropolises. During the pandemic, they have
drawn workers and businesses with large and
affordable homes, ample access to outdoor

space and less congestion.

They also have a mix of high-tech jobs and
old-line industries, including manufat:tunng
and finance, that turned out to be more resis-

made quicker recoveries.

“They offer a lot of things you can't really
et in the big city," said Mark Vitner, senior
economist with Wells Fargo & Co. “They re

maore affordable, and it's so much easier to live

do wery well.”

there. And all of these industries are poised to

The pandemic-fueled flow of jobs and resi-
dents out of New York, San Francisco and
other large coastal cities
eventually reverse, economists sav. But the
economies in some of

subside and likely

these smaller metro ar-

eas have staying power.

tant to the downturn. They came through the

In Greenwille, the seasonally adjusted unem-
ployment rate was 4.23% in March, well below
the national rate of 6.0% that month, according

FPlease furn to page A12

By CHARLES PASSY

When Jersey City, N.J., resi-
dent Niki Turkington won-
dered how she and her family
were going to make the best of
Covid-era living, she remem-
bered the good times she had
spent with friends in
their backyard hot
tubs.

The problem: Ms.
Turkington’s town-
house doesn't have
much of a back-
yard. She and her
hushband still man-

In Cramped N

features; “We craned a pool on a roof”

Tiny Pools Make Big Splash

leww York

-

Brownstones, penthouses want water

aged to sgueeze in a cedar hot
tub and sauna.

The country is reopening,
but not everyone is so sure
about public pools. Heading
into summer, residents of the
MNew York metro area are find-
ing ways to wedge water fea-
tures into the tiniest
SpAaces.

Local pool and spa
companies say demand
has soared during the
past yvear or so. They
are doing projects ew-
erywhere from the
Pilease tuwrn to page AlZ2
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Melinda Gates Sought
Divorce Lawyers in 19

By ExiLy GLAZER
Anp KHADEETA SAFDAR

The split between Bill and
Melinda Gates, announced last
weeek, has been in the works for
a long time.

Ms. Gates consulted with di-
vorce lawyers roughly two
wears before she filed for di-
worce from Mr. Gates, saying
their marriage was “irretriev-
ably broken,” according to peo-
ple familiar with the matter
and documents reviewed by
The Wall Street Journal.

The S6-year-old philanthro-
pist has been working with law-
yers at several finms since at
least 2019 to unwind the mar-

riage of more than 25 years, ac-
cording to these people and the
documents.

Last Monday, the billionaire
couple announced they were
ending their marriage. In a
Jjoint statement posted on Twit-
rer, they said, “we no longer
believe we can grow together
as a couple in this next phase
of our lives.”

The couple hasn™t said what
prompted the split. One source
of concern for Ms. Gates was
her husband’s dealings with
convicted sex offender Jeffrew
Epstein, according to the peo-
ple and a former employee of
their charity, the Bill & Melinda

Please turn topage AG
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In praise of the office

It is people power that energises
the workplace — ANDREW HILL, PAGE 12

Rich promise

Rising star
Will China's space ambitions launch
an orbital arms race? —eic READ, PAGE 15

Smart investors should support
a net wealth tax — opriNION, PAGE 17

Hurdles remain Tokyo tests Olympics
events as polls point to local backlash

Chinese jabs

dominantin
Latin America
Covid battle

& Beijing scores soft-power victory
e Few sizeable deliveries yet from US

FT REPORT ERS

Chinese jabs are dominating vaccina-
tion campaigns in Latin America, as
«calls grow an Washington to do more o
deliver shats to the rest of the world.

With Latin America banling a deadly
third wave of the pandemic, China has
shipped more than half of the 143.5m
doses of vaccines delivered to the
region's 10 most populous nations,
according te a Financial Times analysis
of data provided by governments.

In a diplomatic win for Batling, Chi-
mese groups, led by Sinovac, e deliv-
arad 75.8m finlshed doses or key Ingre-
dients for doses to those 10 nations.

The two main western suppliers to
Latin America, AstraZeneca and Pfizer,
have delivered 59m doses between
them, seme via the World Health
organization’s Covax facility, while Rus-
=ia has supplied 8.7m doses of its Spat-
ke b, vostly to Argentina.

“China has long sought to up its game
on saft diplomacy across the region and
Covid has provided the opportunity for
it to be seen in a positive light at a time of
great need,” said Jason Marceak, direc-
tor of the Atlantic Council's Latin Amer-
ficacentre.

U5 manufacturers have signed deals
‘to supply Latin American natlons with
vaccines in the future, but the only siee-
able deliveries so far o the region's m
bigest nations from a 173
havve come from Plizer, which has -m|:-
plied 19.5m doses, according tothe data.

The US has come under increasing
pressure for pot doing more to share its

Valencla owner takes cold
view of football's hot topic

Billicnalre: investor Petes Lim ks upfront

about his cwnarship of Valencia, ona of
Spat's most sucoessful footbsll clubs
It 15 & “frephy asset, which allows him
o hobrnob with stars ke Cristiano
Ronakdo. His dispassonala vaw i 31
adds with sentiment in the game after
a European Super Laague Lalled 1o get
aff the ground dus 16 3 Backlash fram
fans. In a rare Inferview, he tells the FT
Wiy SUpparters must acoepl That
foatballis business model i broken
Analysis » FAGET

vaccines with the rest of the world.
Emmanuel Macron, Franoes president,
has accused “Anglo-Saxons™ of hoarding
waccines, in contrast to the EU, which
has exported around 200m doses.

"I call very clearly on the T8 to end
export bans not oaly on vaccines, but on
ingredientsof those vaccines,” he said at
an EU summit over the weekend.

Chinese dominance In Latin America
waonld probably be even greater lad it
not been for a recent shewdown in deliv
erles to Brazil. This canse after negative
comments about Beljfing from President
Jair Bolsonare and economy minkster
Paule Guedes, triggering suspichon that
China was punikshing them for thelr
remarks.

Latin American officials hawve
appealed to the US, the traditomnal
powerin the region, to domore to help,

The foreign minister of Paraguay,
which is struggling to access Chinese
shots becanse it has full diplomsatic rela-
tions with Takwan, implored the US at
the end of March to come to the rescue
as Its Corvid-19 casel cad rose. “What use
s fraternity if now they don't give us a
reply?” Euclides Acevedo asked.

Antomy Blinken, 1S secretary of state,
told an Americas Sodety conference kst
week that Washington would share 50m
deses from its supply over the next two
months, though he did not say with
which countries.

- Michael Stott in London, Bryan Har-
risand Michael Pooler in Sdo Paule, Gideon
Lovg in Bogotd, Benedict Mander in Bue-
reas Aires and fude Webber in Dubiin
Pharmalobby blunted page &

Athletes compete in the men's
3,000m steeplechase during an
athletics test event for the
Tokoyo Olymyphcs at the Mational
Stadium in Tokyo yesterday.
The games, which are dae to

[N e—

= Hertz bidding war reaches endgaine
Rival private equity bidders are set to square up ina
court-brokered auction for the car restal company
today when a Centerbridge Partners consortium
faces a group led by Knighthead Capital. — pace s

+ Weak jobs growth raises stimulus stakes
Friday's disappeinting report on US enploymsent
creation has belghtened tension abead of bipartisan
talks between the White House and lawmakers next
week on Joe Blden's econombc strategy.— race &

= Israel delays Palestinians” eviction
Isracl has put off the eviction of

several families from their Exst
Jerusalemn homes after global

condemmnation, amid some of

the worst violence in the Holy

Clty for years.— pasE 2 5

= Top India court sets up ntask force
The Supreme Court has sald that the body will seek
ta establish a “transparent mechanism” to allocate
supplies to states and hospitals, as the bruwtal Covid
second wave claims 4,000 Hves a day.— pacs &

= Call for ECB to follow Fed on inflation
Oll Rehm, whi sits on the ECR rate-settng coumcil,
Txas told the FT the central bank should follow the
U5 lead and sccept an inflatbon overshool Lo make
up for years of shuggish price growth.— pace 2

Crypto fans braced for ‘next big thing”
Definity is sct to start trading today when it releases
“tlse internet computer”, technobogles Intended o

support a new generation of decentralised services
and applications in the blockchain workl — sace «

» Saudis lift lid on am phetamine trade

A fruit shipment from Lebanon found to be stuffed
with m pills of Captagon, popular with fighters in
the Mibddle East amd rich young people in the Gulf,
has exposed a trade worth $3.5bn kst year.— pace 2
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begin on July 23 having been
postpomed
triggered alocal backlash. Palls
show mest Japanese people
want the event to be cancelled.
In an effort o keep a lid on

last summer, have

Scottish nationalists’ poll win sets up
independence showdown with Johnson

GEORGE PARKER — LOMDOH
FURE BICKIE — EDINBURGH

micola Sturgeon, Scotland’s first minks
ter, yesterday paved the way for an
Independence showdown with Barls
Jehnson, UK prime minister, that cossdd
come toa head asearly as next year.
Sturgeoi’s Scottish Mational party fell
one seat short of an overall majority in
elections to the 129-seat Holyrood par-
Hament, but said her 64-seat haul repre-
sented a “landslide” victory.

With the support of the pro-
independence Greens, who have ekght
seats, there is 4 renewed parllamentary
majority for a second referendum an
Scotland separating from the rest of the
UK.

Sturgeon, speaking to the BEC pester-
day, repeated her pledge to hold a reran
of the 2014 referendum in the first half

of her parliamentary term, if Covid-19
had been broaght under contral.

Asked whether those conditions
ookl be met by the spring of 2022 = in
line with some forecasts by sclentists —
she sald: “1 desperately hope those pre-
dictions are correct.” She said that she
“wouldn't mule cut” legislation on a vote
earhy mext year.

Johnson clabms it will take much
longer for the UK to recover from the
pandensc. He has sald that talk of “rip-
ping our country apart ” would be: “irre-
sponsibleand reckless™ and that he will
resist a second independence wote,
which would threaten the integrity of
the UK.

But Michae| Gove, the cabinet minds-
ter charged with preserving the 314-
year-ald political union, was amcdous to
avoid giving the impression the UK gov-
ermim ent would use strong-arem tactios.

Gove told the BBC the UK government
would not go to the Supreme Court to
try to block an Independence vote, add-
img: “We are not going near there.”

Under the 1996 Scotland Act that set
up the Holyrood parliament. matters
relating to the constitution are
“reserved” for the UK parliament. john
son argues that Westminster wounld
have o approve a second vote, How-
ever, Gove and Johnson are anxious to
avold explicitly saying they will use
those legal powers,

Other parties, rather than the UK gov-

ernment, could take legal action if they

fet Sturgeon was averstepplng her con-
stitutianal powers.

The first minister has always sald she
favoured a legal referendum, mot a
“wildcar™ version of the kind seen in
Catalonia.

Editorial Comanent page 16

Covid-19 infections ahead of
government has
extended a state of emergency
in Tokyo and other areas until
the end of the month.
Hotebook page 14
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Today, stray showers early, cloudy,
partly sunny late, high 62. Tonight,
parly cloudy, low 47, Temorrow,
partly sunny, turning windy, high 62.
Weather map appears on Page A22.
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A father, center, at the funeral Sunday for his 17-year-old daughter,
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who was killed in a strike on a high xchuol in Kabul, Afghanistan.

“Why Do We Deserve to Die?

By ADAM NOSSITER

KABUL, Afghanistan — Ome by
one they brought the girls up the
steep hill, shrouded bodies cow-
ered in ceremonial prayer cloths,
the pallbearers staring into the
distance. Shouted prayers for the
dead broke the silence.

The bodies kept coming and the
gravediggers stayved busy, strain-
ing in the hot sun. The ceaseless
rhythm was grim proof of the pre-
ceding day's news: Saturday af-
ternoon's triple bombing at a local
school had been an absolute mas-
sacre, targeting girls. There was
barely room atop the steeply
pitched hill for all the new graves.

The scale of the killing and the
innocence of the victims seemed

further wnnerving proof of the
country’s violent unraveling, as
the Taliban make daily gains and
the government seems unable to
hali their advances or protect its
pecple from mass killings. On
Sunday there wers MoUTNers ev-
eryvwhers in the neighborhood of
the bombing, home to the be-
sieged Hazara ethnic minoricy,
but hardly any security to protect
theme

The death toll exceeded even
previous massacres in  this
bustling neighborhood of a minor-
ity long singled out for persecu-
tion by the Taliban and, in recent
years, the Islamic State, Afghani-
stan's second vice president, Sar-
war Danesh, himself a Hazara,
said more than 80 people had been
killed in the attack.

Burying Hazara Girls in Kabul

Fury, Heartbreak and
Cries to Take Up
Arms in Defense

Alter the 2001 American inva-
sion, the Hararas were a minority
that made the most of the coun-
try's new educational and basi-
ness  opportunities, and  they
make up a large part of the coun-
ry's young technocrat genera-
tiom. But through it all, the pre-
dominately Shiite Musklim growp
became a target of choice for
Sunni militants like the new Tal-
iban insurgency and SIS,

They have grown increasingly

angry at the government, acc
ing the security forces of standing
by while they suffer horrific casu-
alties. Now, on the edge of what
many fear will become a return of
Taliban rule in many areas with
the planned American troop with-
drawal, and a civil war some see
as inevitable, the Hazara arve in-

creasingly  determined to take
their security inwe  their own
hands.

On Sunday, a wheelbarrow

stacked with the bloodied cloth
wof the girls, packed tight in plastic
bags, was parked outside one
mosque where bodies had been
brought. At another mosque, a
basement room. crowded with
black-robed women, echoed with
muffled sobs. At a third mosque
Comtinued on Page A0

Details of Claim
That Shook Up
A Mayor’s Race

By KATIE GLUECK

He was an ambi 5 state as-
semblyman and a rising star in
the liberal hothouse of Upper
West Side politics. She was a New
York newoomer, born in South Ko-
red, raised in Ohio and eager to
break into the city’s thriving Dem-
ocratic scene.

The two — Scort M. Siringer
and Jean Kim — would eventually
play central roles in this years
MNew York City mayor's race, But
their paths first intersected more
than 20 years ago, initally at polit-
ical events, and then more in-
tensely as Mr Suringer ran an un
successful mpaign for public
advocate in 2001,

That summer and fall, Ms. Kim,
working unpaid on his campaign,
regularly attended Mr. Stringer’s
events. They socialized as well,
gathering owver drinks with other
activists at Upper West Side bars
like Merchants, On at least one oc-
casion, there was a kiss,

Om this much, Mr. Stringer and
Ms. Kim largely apree. But their
accounts of the nature of their re-
lationship diverge sharply from
there, as do their views of the
power dynamics at play. The
clashing marratives hawve thrown

- Stringer’s mayoral campaign
|nm crisis after Ms. Kim accused
him of sexual misconduct, sap-
ping his momentum and driving
many of his allies away.

To Mr Stringer, Ms. Kim was a
peer with whom he had an “on-
and-off” consensual relationship
that spanned four to five months.

Continued on Page AL1S
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A dose of psilocybin, at the Center for Psychedelic and Consciousness Rescarch at Johns Hopkins.

Psychedelics Are Poised to Reshape Psychiatry

Hy ANDREW JACOBRS

Ir's been a long, strange trip in
the four decades since Rick
Dablin, a pioneering psychedelics
researcher, dropped his first hit of
acid in college and decided to ded-
icate his life bo the healing powers
aof mind-altering compounds.
Even as antidrug campaigns led
to the criminalization of Ecstasy,
LSD and magic mushroo and
drove most researchers from the
fiedd, Dr. Doblin contimued his
quixotic crusade with financial
help from his parents.

D, Draoblin's gquest to win main-

Colleges and Investors
Rush to Get Involved

stream acceptance of psychedel-
ics will take a significant leap for-
ward on Monday when the journal
Mature Medicine is expected to
publish the results of his lab's
study on MDMA, the club drug
popularly known as Ecstasy and
Molly. The study, the first Phase 3
clinical trial conducted with psy-
chedelic-assisted therapy, found
that MDMA paired with counsel-

ing brought marked relicl o pa-
tients with severe post-traumatic
stress disorder.

The results, coming weeks after
a New England Journal of Medi-
cine study that highlighted the
benefits of treating depression
with psilocybin, the psychoactive
ingredient in magic mushrooms,
has excited sclentists, psyel
therapists and entrepreneurs
the rapidly expanding feld of psy-
chedelic medicine. They say it is
anly a matter of time before the
Food and Drug Administration
grants approval for psychoactive
compounds to be used therapeuti-

Continued on Page A1&

Many Families
Turning Away
From Schools

Education Crisis Born

Not Only of Fear

By DANA GOLDSTEIN
Pauline Rojas’s high school in
San Antonio is open. But like
many of her classmates, she has
not returned, and has Hetle inter-

est in doing so.

During the coronavirus pan-
demic, she started working 20 1o
Raising

40 hours per week at
Cane’
has used the money to help pay
her family's internet bill, buy
clothes and save for a car.

Ms. Rojas, 18, has no doubt that
a year of online school, squeezed
between work shifts that end art
midnight, has affected her learn-
ing. Still, she has embraced her
new role as a breadwinner, shar-
ing responsibilities with her
mother who works at a hardware
store

“I wanted to take the stress off
my mom,” she said. “1'm no longer
a kid. I'm capable of having a job,
holding 2 job and making my own

Omly a small slice of American
schools remain fully closed: 12
percent of elementary and middle
schools, according w a federal
survey, as well as a minority of
high schools. But the percentage
of students learning  fully  re-
motely is much greater: maore
than a third of fourth and eighth
graders, and an even larger group
of high school students. A major-
ity of Black, Hispanic and Asian-
American students remain out of
school.

These disparities have put dis-
trict leaders and policymakers in
a tough position as they end this
school year and plan for the next
one. Even though the pandemic
appears to be coming under con-
trol in the United States as vacci-
nations continue, many superin-
tendents say fear of the coronavi-
rus itself is no longer the primary
reason their smudents are opting
out. MNor are many families ex-
pressing a strong preference for
remote learning,

Rather, for every child and par-
ent who has leapt at the opportu-
mity to return to the classroom,
others changed their lives owver
the past year in ways that make
going back to school difficult. The
conseguences are likely 1o rever-
berate through the education sys-
tem for vears, especially if states
and districts continue to give stu-
dents the choice to attend school

Continued on Page A6

BATTLE BREWING
OVER REGULATING
CRYPTOCURRENCY

BID TO INFLUENCE POLICY

Firm Plans Strategy With
Lawwers, Lobbyists
and Consultants

By ERIC LIPTON

WASHINGTON — When fed-
eral regulators late last year ac-
cused one of the world s most pop-
ular eryprocurrency platforms of
ilegally selling $1.38 billion worth
of digital money to investors, it
was a pivotal moment in efforts to
crack down on a fast-growing
market — and in the still-nascent
industry's  willingness to dive
deeply into the Washington influ-
ence game.

‘The company, Ripple Labs, has
enlisted lobbyists, lawyers and
other well-connected advocates to
make its case to the Securities and
Exchange Commission and be-
vond in one of the first big legal
battles over what limits and re-
guirements  the  government
should set for trading and using
chigital currency.

Ripple has hired two lobbying
firms in the last three months. It
has retained a consulting firm
staffed with former aides to both
Hillary Clinton and former Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump to help it de-
velop  strategy in Wa b,
And to defend itself against the
S.E.C., it hired Mary Jo White, a
former chairwoman of the com-
mission during the Obarma admin-
istration.

Ripple is just one of a long list of
cryptocurrency companies
scrambling for influence in Wash-
ington as the Biden administra-
tion begins setting policy that
could shape the course of a poten-
dally revolutionary industry that
is mp:de mowving into the main-
stream and drawing intens ng
attention from financial rvc-gula—
vors, law enforcement officials
'md lawmakers.
ere is a tectonic shift under-
Y Perianne Boring, the presi-
dent of the Chamber of Digital
Commerce, a cryplocurrency hob-
bying group, told other industry
lobbyists, executives and two
House lawmakers who serve as
industry champions, durin, il
tual gathering last month. “If we
don’t start planning and taking ac-
tion soon, we have everything to
risk

Continued on Page A4

Failed Drug Test Puts Derby Win
At Risk and a Trainer Under Fire

By JOE DRAPE

The 2021 Kentucky Derby win-
ner. Medina Spirit, failed a drug
test after the race, putting a new
stain on a sport troubled by dop-
ing problems and placing thor-
sughbred horse Facing’s most rec-
ognizable personality, the Hall of
Fame trainer Bob Baffert, under
uncomiortable scrutin.

If he is disqualified, Medina
Spirit will be stripped of the Derby
title and its winning pu and be-
come the third horse in the 147-
wear history of the race Lo receive
sucha penalty after finishing firse.
The colt canmot be disqualified un-
til & second sample, collected at
the same time as the first, con-
firms the result in a test expectsd
in the coming weeks. Mr. Baffert
will then have an opportunit
appeal.

The positive test comes as
horse racing, acknowledging it
has a drug problem, prepares to
carry out the Horseracing Integri-
ty and Safety Act, which was
passed last year in Congress. It
will take effect on July 1, 2022 and
calls for a board overseen by e
Federal Trade Commission to

o

S CETTY (M

Bob Baffert after a record sewv-
enth Kentucky Derby victory.

write rules and penalties to be en-
forced by the United States Anti-
Doping Agency.

The agency, which regulates
Olympic and other elite athletes in
the United States, revealed the cy-
clist Lance Armstrong’s cheating
and issued him a lifetime suspen-
sion in 2012,

In a statement, officials at
Churchill Downs, the racetrack in
Louisville, Ky., said that if Medina
Spirit's positive test was con-
firmed, the Derby’s runner-up,

Corttinued on Page AIT

TRACKING AN OUTBREAK A4-6

A Group Leads in Vaccinations
Sixty-elght percent of New York City's
adult Asian population has received at
least one dose, despite language barri-
ers and a fear of violemce. PAGE A4

INTERNATIONAL A8-12
A Tricky Road to “Yes’

The United States and Iran say they
want to restore the nuckear deal, bat
each side has sticking points. PAGE AS

Circus Coming Back to Town
Grounded for a year, a downsized Cirque
du Soleil faces challenges as it imbers
up for a summer return. PAGE A8
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MNATIONAL Al13-19

How We Gather Now

A photo essay series looks at people
emerging from isolation. Above, a Cali-
fornia farm attracts volunteers. PAGE A13

MNew Cyber Defense Road Map
An executive order on cybersecurity
may nol go far enough even as the
president prepares to issue it.  PAGE AlS

SPORTSMONDAY D1-6

The Making of a Goal Machine
Robert Lewandowski of Bayern Munich
became one of world SeCcer's most
ruthless scorers through seconds of
caleulation and vears of dedication,
Rory Smith writes. PAGE D1

Basketball’s Grand Bargain
Zion Williamson's name surfaced in a
Ilawsnit over a shoe cOMPany’s pay-
ments to college recruits. The amounts
are small, but the schools cash in big,

Kurt Streeter writes. PAGE D3
OPINION A20-21
Zeynep Tufekei FAGE AZ0

BUSINESS BI-6

Improvising to Survive

Shops in Hamburg, Germany, have
been pushed to the brink by lockdowns
and curfews in the pandemic.  PAGE B4

Possible Gas Shortages

There is no word on recpening a pipeline
after a ransomware attack, but a delay
could spur price increases. PAGE B

ARTS C1-6

A Mobile N.Y. Philharmonic
With @ focus on lasting community
partnerships, the orchestra thar calls
Lincoln Center home is using a shipping
container o stage shows around the
«city this month. PAGE C1

Elon Musk, Comedian

The Tesla and SpaceX chiel executive
took a self-deprecating approach and
appeared in several skits while hosting
“Saturday Might Live™ PAGE C3
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COVID

WOrsens
weight
stigma

Pandemic sharpens
focus on gulf between
doctors and advocates
for fat acceptance.

By Maria L. La GANGA

Chrystal Bougon cried
after the needle went into
her armm. Nol because her
first dose of the Moderna
waceine hurt. But because,
finally, being fat actually
paid off.

The 53-year-old was in-
oculated In the parking lot of
Kaiser Permanente in San
Jose on a rainy FPriday in
March, four days after eligi-
bility in California was
broadened to include people
with underlying conditions.
Among them, a body mass
index of 40 or more — 233
pounds for an adult who is 5
feet 4 inches tall.

Bougon's medical record
at Kalser shows she is mor-
bidly obese: as an activist,
she prefers the word “fat.”
Herexperience with medical
providers has been one inci-
dent of size stigma after an-
other, she said, like the time
she went in with a scratched
cormea and was told to lose
weight. She fears being hos-
pitalized with COVID-18 and
unable to advocate for her-
=self.

“For that reason I de-
cided, yvou know what, I'm
not going to feel guilty about
[being vaccinated]. I'm go-
ing to do it,” she said. “And
I'm not going to apologize
for it. I've been in fear the
whole flipping time, staying
home, avoiding evervbody. I
couldn't do my job. I'm an
electrologist. I remove facial
hair. I couldn't come towork,
I couldn’t make money.™

That, howewer, is chang-
ing, thanks to a vial of vac-
cine, avery sharp needle and
a policy switch that allowed
people like Bougon a chance
to be inoculated before the
public — in California. about
amonth early.

“It's not every day that we
get  something for free

[See Weight, A10]

& 2021 t

By PRISCELLA VEGA

BLAB CITY, Calif. — The
dusty compound is cluttered
with rusted school buses
and wooden shacks. Cactli
stud  the grounds and
Christmas lights drape
dried tree stumps, When the
wind blows owver the nearby
Salton Sea, wind chimes ser-
enade as Slab City slumbers.

This Shangri-La of
desert weirdness has for
years drawn tourists from
around the world Some
would stay in one of the di-
lapidated RVs rented out by
Rodney “Spyder”™ Wild. It
cost only $30, and guests
got breakfast and running
water.

But even the “last free
place in America,” as locals
eall it, didn't stand a chance
against COVID-19.

“The people that come
visit me — Iceland, Russia,
Japan — stopped coming,™

[See Slab City, Al4]
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Fhotographs by ALLEN J, BORAREN Los Angrles Thees
ARTIST Peter Passalacgua, 5l spins on a pole on the dance floor of his open studio in Slab City. *“We don't
wear masks,” he says. “We share the same marijuana pipe. We don't wash the shot glasses at the local bar.™

A quirky outpost of isolation
is no bulwark against pandemic

Even ‘last free place in America’ couldn™t stand up to COVID

THE FIRST thing tourists see here is Salvation Mountain. [t's not certain
whether Slab City has seen a virus case, but the pandemic’s effects are clear.

e

Samurs Lores AMExgoiTa For The Times

IN MEXICO CITY, Hryan Osvaldo Hernandez Tapia, 10, looks at the altar for his
brother Brandon Giovanni Hernandez Tapia, 12, who was killed in a Metro crash.

A mother’s heartbreak, rage

Her son took doomed train to buy a gift for her

By PATRICK J.
MoDONNELL
AND CECILIA SANCHEZ

MEXICO CITY — On
May 3., Brandon Giovanmni
decided to accompany his
stepfather on the Metro to
his evening shift in a restau-
rant downtown. For the sewv-
enth-grader, it was a break
from the cramped family fat
in Colonia Zapotitla, a
sprawling neighborhood of
unpaved roads and cinder-

block dwellings in this vast
capital's gritty  southeast
borough of Tldhuac.,
Though he didn't say so,
Marisol Tapia knew that her
son had ancther, secret mo-
tivation: He wanted to buy
her a gift for Mother's Day.
“Mamd, we're headed to
the Periférico station,” an
animated Brandon Gio-
wvanni replied when hi
mother called on his cell-
phone about 10:15 p.m., as he
and his stepfather were
headed home on the Metro

Line 1Z. T have a surprise for
you!™

Periférico was only three
stops from the Nopalera sta-
tion. where the pair would
exit.

“Dinner is ready,” his
mother told him. “I'm going
to the store guickly to get
somethingto drink.™

Her S0n responded:
“Memmdd, buy me some cook-
ies!™

It was the final time she
would speak with her boy.

[See Mexico, A4]

By SONTA SHARP

Like many L.A. teens, 17-
year-old Sheccid Vazquez
spent the last year in paja-
mas.

“During guarantine, T
would wake up and stay in
my pajamas until the end of
school,” said the Ramona
Convent Secondary School
senior. “I wouldn't change
because teachers gave us the
option not to turn our cam-
eras on.'

But with high school
campuses recpening across
L.A. County — including late
last month at the Los Ange-

les Unified School District —
teens are redefining back-
to-school wardrobe, shed-
ding their remote-leaming
loungewear and constrict-
g before-times ensembles
in favor of innovative and
eye-catching new looks.

“1 definitely had a lot of
time on my hands, so I went
deeper into fashion,” Shec-
cid said. "I wanted to have a
whole aesthetic for what T
wear. For the return, I want
to make the best of it.”

Experts have been pre-
dicting a post-pandemic
style shift since at least April
2020, But this spring's back-
to-school season has be-

latimes.com

Battle
to flip
those
wary
of shot

From Tik'Tok ads to
canvassers, California
ups push to persuade
vaccine skeptics to
roll up their sleeves.

By Lavra J NELSON
AND Mava Law

Your brother is dwing. I
wharnd you Lo corme visil, and I
wrernd yow o be vaccinated.

Until she heard the ur-
gent plea from her sister-in-
law, Anne Block, T2, had
been unmoved by appeals
from friends and family to
get the COVID-19 vaccine.
She had always trusted her
strong constitution and pre-
ferred getting slek Lo
getting the shot — but the
message from her family
shook her.

“I had to respect her
request,” said Block, a tour
operatorinLos Angeles. Her
decision to get the Johnson
& Johnson shot made her
one of millions of once-
skeptical Americans who
changed their minds about
the COVID-19 vaccine.

Like swing voters in an
election, those who have yet
Lo be vaccinated will deter-
mine the outcome of the
United States” vaccination
campaign, including how
quickly the spread of the
wvirus will stall and to what
extent the disease will calcify
into a long-term threat.

President Biden is push-
ing to get a first dose to 70%
of Americans by July 4. That
ambitious goal may be out.of
reach in many parts of the
country but could still be at-
tainable in California, where
nearly 50% of the population
has received at least one
dose, vaccine skepticism is
lower and the effects of the
pandemic have reached fur-
ther into everyday life,

[See Vaccines, AH]

Modern vintage now the height
of teens’ back-to-school fashion

come something of a test
case for how that future
might look. If guarantine
was a cocoon, what would
emerge? A butterfly or a
moth?

The answer, if this
spring's back-to-school sea-
son is any indication, may be
alittle bit of both.

“I'm seeing a splintering
of what’s considered per-
formative fashion on social
media and what is actually
conducive to post-pandemic
life.” said Raissa Bretana, a
fashion historian and a pro-
fessor at the Fashion Insti-
tute of Technology in New

[See School fashion, A8]

Derby winner
tests positive
Trainer Bob Baffert's
Medina Spirit could be
stripped of Kentucky
title over anti-inflam-
matory drug. SFORTS. D1

MeCarthy backs
demoting Cheney
Top House Republican
publicly endorses
Trump loyalist Elise
Stefanik as the next
MNo. 3 leader. NATION, AG
Weather

Some sunshine.

L.A. Basin: 73/65. B8
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GIVE THE ANGELS A HAND

The Angels' Raisel Iglesias, right, celebrates
with catcher Drew Butera after the team’s 2-1
wvictory over the Dodgers. sProRTS, D1

BUSINESS INSIDE: For a fleeting moment,

California achieves 95% clean electricity. A1l
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How a Texas businessman helped sell the myth of election fraud

Aided by security firm,
hacking claims took root
two years hefore vote

BY Exmnia Brow,
Aanon C. Davis,
JoN SWAINE
AND JOsH DAWSEY

ADDISON, TEX. — Key elements of
the baseless claim that the 2020
election was stolen from Presi-

dient Donald Trumg took shape in
an airplane hangar here two years
earlier, promoted by a Republican
businessman who has sold every-
thing from Tex-Mex food in Lon-
don to a wellness technology that
beams light into the human
bloodstreanm.
At mreetings beginnin

and across the country, Russell J.
Ramsland Jr. and his associates

delivered alarming presentations
on clectronic voting to a proces-
sion of conservative lawmakers,

-

“We obsarved an
arror rate of

“BE¥% emor rate in
Muichagan Voling

EB.05%. This Machines. . ..
demonstrated & Ded Michigan
significant and Secrstary of State

fastal mrror in biresuk the leea?
security and Stary tunad]”
elaction intagrity, et

ASODG raport,
relepsen Dec. 14

Donalkd Trump,
Dec. 15 tweal

contaimed indications of vote ma-
nipulation. In the retrofitted han-
clandestine air. Guests were asked gar that served as his company's
to leave their cellphones outside  offices at the edge of a municipal
hefore assembling in a window- al rip ontside Trallas, Ramsland
less  room. A member  of  attempted to persuade failed Re-
BRamsland'’s team purportingtobe  publican candidates to challenge
a “white-hat hacker” identified  their election results and foree the
himself only by acode name. release of additional dista that

Ramsland, a fa might prove manipulatio
sional candidate # “We had to find the right candi-
MBA, pitched a claim that seemed  date,” said Lanra Pressley, a for-
rooted  in  evidence: Voting- mer Hamsland ally whose own
machine audit logs — limes of claim that andit logs showed
codes and time stamps that docu- fraud had been rejected in court
ment the machines” activities — SEE MYTH ON A1z

activists and donors.
Briefings in the hangar had a

Cheney
ouster
gels key
support

MCUCARTHY BACKS
RIVAL FOR GOP POST

Population
stagnation:
A novel U.S.
challenge

Census data foreshadows
political, social strife and
altered American identity

BY Dar Barz

For generations, Americans
have thought of themselves as
part of a dynamie, innovative
and  ever-expanding  country,
with an almost limitless horizon.
In recent weeks, they have seen a
portrait of a different nation, ome
that challenges assumptions
about America as a land of
continuning growth and anlimit-
ed opportunity.

On April 26, the Census Bu-
rean reported that in the last
decade the U.S. population grew
at its slowest rate sinee the Great
Depression, and the second-
slowest rate for any 10-year peri-
od since the nation's founding.

t week, the government re-
ported that the nation’s birthrate
had declined for the sixth
straight year, including a precipi-
tous drop in births in December,

In D.C.s Ivy

BY PAUL SCHWARTZMAN

LS CHIWENDILY THE WASHINGTON FOST

» City. no place to play

ally Lo Trump appe:
to be the rule in party

BY AMY B WanG
AND Kanoun DEMIRIIAN

The top Republican in the
House on Sunday publicly en-
dorsed the ouster of Rep. Liz
Cheney (R-Wyo.) from the party’s
leadership team, paving the way
for Cheney’s removal as early as
this week and sending a clear
mressage that allegiance to former
president Donald Trump is a re-
guirement to hold power in the
GOP.

House Minority Leader Kevin
MecCarthy (Calif.) threw his sup-
port behind Rep. Elise Stefanik
(NY.) to beeome the new Bepu
can eonference chair, the Mo, 2

Jok
in GOP leadership, backing aone-
time centrist who emerged over
the past year as a staunch defiond-
er of Trump who helped spread

his false claims of election fraud.

MeCarthy avoided mentioning
Cheney by name during his ap-
pearance on Fox News’s “Sunday
Morning Fotures” when asked
about the campaign to oust
Cheney over her dogged efforts to
denounce Trump's haseless
claims that the 2020 election was
stolen,

“Any member can take whatev-
er position they belleve in. ...
What we're talking about is a
position in leadership,” MeCarthy

SEE MCCARTHY ON AT

inms, an organic groeery, and a tavern
where patrons can sip oocktails and
throw axes for fun.

“Wee have nowhere to go,” sald Dia-
monte Powell, 13, as he and his bud-
dies, Joseph and Zo, tossed a football
that sometimes careened off the
hoods of parked sedans, A pocket park
around the corner is known as a haunt
for drug users and wagrants. Four
people were shot there last month.

The racial and economic dispari-

SEETVY CITY ON As

Infrastructure needs have
gone unfulfilled despite
area’s rapid development

Biden on spot
for a strategy
to fight virus
across globe

BY Dax Dham ¥
AND TYLER PAGER

adding up tn fert TALES TOdy
lovw to Keep the country’s popula-
tion growing by births alone.

To demographers and others
who study these trends, the offi-
clal figures were not & sarprise,
merely confirmation of patterns
visible for some time. MNor are
they unigue to the United States.
Other  industrialized nations
from Japan to those thronghont
Europe have been facing the

The wvoungsters spilled o the
street on a breezy spring afternoon, a
fow riding their seooters and roller-
blading as others played touch foot-
ball, tllk: game stopping and starting

Thirteen-year-old Diamonte Powell,
ecenter, and other youths play
football in an Ivy Clty street near the
shuttered Crummell School, which
residents have long hoped could be
turmed Into & community center,

lhls strip of pavement is what
passes for a public playeround in Ivy
City, a historically blue-collar neigh-
Thorhood Northeast Washington
o featuring SS00,000 condomin-

same or worse for years. But
SEEAMERICANS ON Als

W.Va. plant’s woes are the economy’s

A broken supply ch
hohbles auto parts maker
— and a global recovery

Y Davio J. Lynce

FRICHARD:, W.VA. — Whenever the
Sogefi plant here runs out of resin
or computer chips or cardboard
boxes or wooden pallets or really
anything at all. its Randy Simp-
kins's problem. And whenever one
of Sogefi’s customers howls about a
late shipment, thats Simpkinss

problem, too.

These days, Simpkins has plenty
of problems.

The42-year-old logistics manag-
er is smack in the middbe of a global
supply chain crisis that reaches
from factori n Europe to giant
cargo ships anchored off the Atlan-
tic coast, all the way to this rural
et of fewer than 300 residents.

The waves of economic disrup-
tion unleashed by the pandemic —
including an unexpected shortage
of workers — have made supply
issnes a constant precsceupation for
the entire management team at
this auto parts plant. But Simpkins
Seeans to get the worst of .

“No issuee is ever solved these
days. just managed,”he said. “Tt'san
exercise in how flexible you can be
im an inflexible world.™

When Sogefi's production man-
agers nesded springs, it was Simp
kins who scoured the wanchouse
in a fruitless 4 a.m. search. And
when a lack of parts delayed a
shipment of one of the 0 prod-
ucts manufactured here, he quick-
Iy heard about it

“Randy is on calls every day get-
ting velled at: Where is my ship-
pent?™ said Danny Samples, 60, a
production manager. “The pres-
sure is incredible”

SEE WEST VIRGINIA ON A28

RRYAR WOOLSTOM, REUTERS:

Triple Crown controversy
Kentueky Dierby winner Medin irit tested positive for an
excessive amonnt of an anti-inflammatory drog. Sports, T

Sinee the day he became presi-
dent, Joe Biden has looked be
yond the nation's shores when
discussing his strategy to combat
the coronavirus,

“History is going to measure
whether we're up to the task. I
believe we are” Biden said on
Jan. 21, unveiling a seven-goal,
200-page plan that he wvowed
would curb the virus here and
ahroad while preparing for fuoture
pandermics,
ut almost four months later,
the last of those seven goals a
vow to “restore ULS. leadership
globally™ detailed in 11 pages of
that nascent pi remains the

s administration and of grow-
ing concern overseas, with offi-
cials still wrestling over how to fill
in the many blanks in Biden's
plan as cities in India ran out of
Space to cremate their dead.

SEE VIRUS ON A8

INTHE NEWS

Afghanistan exit A deadly bombing ou
abul’s Hazara enclaves
heightened the minority group’s sense of m
vulnerability as LLS. forces withdraw., AZ20

school in one off K

Midterms outlook The Demoeratic coalit
shinglon faces
along racial, gender and generational lines, A3

that won control of W

THE NATIOMN

wh

To combal climate
nge, the Biden ad-
Lot Suppserts @
Thuge expansion in off-
shore wind farms by
2030, but the obstacles
ahemd are staggering. A4
Ina heavily industrial-
fzed Lowisiana district, As

residents and environ-
mental justice advocates
are fighting a Tabwan
based plastics giamt's
plans to build a vast
plant along the Missis-
sippi River. Ao
THEWORLD
crises in India and

THE REGION

Thve DC.unemploy-
ment system's lingering
woes have frostrated
Llawmakers and triggered

elsewhere stoke fears of a STYLE
long tail to the pandem-
ie, African health offi-
«cials are ramping up
theirmonitoring ol coro-

Power couple
Symone Sanders is
chasing a Washington
dream. By her side is

navirus variants. Als i prroke. Bl fianoe Shawn Townsend,
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Roaring "20s, many
T =ay eontin
strictions are hampering
arecovery. Bl

s are patenting smart
fabirkcs bn the hopes of
comparterizing everyday
apparel. azz

With seats still vacant,
- local stage productions.
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Miguel Lifschitz.
Un lider del socialismo que
siempre aposto al didlogo

politica

El exgobernador de Santa Fe murid alos
65 aftos, victima del coronavirus, Pigina19

La escritora catalana acaba de publicar
Germa, su tereera novela: cuenta como fue el
procesodespuéds de Esto también pasard, su
granobra convertida en best seller. Pagina24

MILENA BI:TSQUETS: EL LAS MUJERES ASUMEN

PESODELEXITOEN LA LA CONDUCCION DE LA

LITERATURA DERECHA EN EUROPA
-cultura el mundo

El casode Isabel Diaz Ayusoen Espafia es
parte de un fendmeno mas amplio, con
politicas de alto perfil que atraen el voto de
los descontentos. PAginall
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El Gobierno analiza nuevos

recortes alos fondos de
la ciudad de Buenos Aires

ciros. Profundiza el enfrentamiento con Larreta, pese a la convocatoria de la Casa Rosada

Pocos dias después del fallorotun-
dodelaCorte Supremaque ratified
la autonomia portefia, el gobierno
nacional evalia realizar un nuevo
recorte de fondos a la ciudad de
Buenos Aires, que podria profun-
dizar el enfrentamiento con el jefe
de gobierno Horacio Rodrigues
Larreta.

En el gabinete nacional afirma-
romnaLanacion que podrianavanzar
conunaquita retroactivade fondos,
yaludierona los giros querecibiala
Ciudad desde que, en 2016, Mauri-
cio Macri llevé el porcentaje de co-
participacion de 1,4%a 3,75%.

En el gobierno portefio son pre-
cavidos frenteaestasadvertencias,

“No creo que nos cortén mas, no
tienen de dénde, aungue nuneca se
sabe”, le comentd Rodriguez Larre-
taaun funcionariode su confianza
en las tltimas horas. El jefe de go-
bierno fue convocado el 18 de ma-
yoauna reunidn con los ministros
delInterior, Eduardode Pedro, y de
Economia, Martin Guzmén, para

negociar los giros de la Nacidn por
el traspaso de la policia.

El afio pasado, el gobierno de
Alberto Ferndndez le quitd ala
Ciudad recursas y se los transfirid
al gobierno de Axel Kicillof; luego,
impulsd la aprobacidn de una ley
para achicar las partidas destina-
das ala seguridad. Paginals

Superclisico III: esta
vez habra un ganador
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Sien 2020 no hubo superclasicoen la Argentina, el proximo domingo Boca y
River jugarin por tercera vez en menos de cinco meses. Y después de aquellos empates, esta
wvez si habrd un ganador. Serd por los cuartos de final de la Copa de la Liga, a partido tinico,
en la Bombonera. Ademis, Coldn-Talleres, Vélez-Racing y Estudiantes-Independiente.
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Festeja River uno de Inscuatm goles que le marcd a Aldosivi: la mejor propulsidn para ir a la Bombonera el domingo

Fernandez
respaldo a
Guzmany
busca poner
fin ala crisis

TENSION. “? un tema
terminado”, enfatizo, pero
Basualdo sigue en el cargo

LISBOA (De un enviado espe-
cial)~ El presidente Alberto Fer-
nédndez ratificd ayer al ministro
de Economia, Martin Guzmsén,
que enfrenta cuestionamientos
del sector encabezado por Cristi-
na Kirchner e intenta, por ahora
sinéxito, desplazaral subsecreta-
riodeEnergia Eléctrica, Federico
Basualdo, que resiste en el cargo
conapoyode La Campora.

“Es un tema terminado”, co-
mentd Fernandez, en la primera
jornada de su gira por Europa. El
Presidente se reunid ayer con su
par portugués, Marcelo Rebelo
de Sousa, para sumarapoyo en la
renegociacidn de la deuda con el
Fondo Monetario Internacional
(FMI). Pagina 14

EL ESCENARIO
Claudio Joogquelin

Una tregua fragil
signada por la
desconfianza
Paginal6

La lista oficial
de alimentos
tendra precios
en los envases

INFLACION. Incluird

120 productos v estard en
locales chinos. entre oros
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CORONAVIRUS

Hasta que la pandemia nos separe. L.os
divorcios llegan a las parejas de mas anos

“De repente, no teniamos nada
en comiin. Solo éramos extrafios
que ya no se teleraban”, cuenta
Fernanda, que se separd de su ma-
rido, Juan Martin, tras 37 afios de
matrimonio, luego de que su hija
menor dejdel hogar familiary ellos

sevieronobligadosatrabajarenla
casa por la cuarentena.

Aligual queenotros paises, abo-
gados y mediadores afirman que
hay cada vez mas paréjas que se
disolvieron durante la pandemia
luego de muchos afios, e incluso

décadas, deconvivencia. Conflictos
preexistentes que se volvieron in-
tolerablesal compartir mds dempo
juntos, faltade proyectos en comuan
¥ hasta un sorpresivo desconoci-
miento del otro se cuentan entre
los factores, Pagina 6

EL PULSO DEL CONSUMO
Guillermo Oliveto

Laluz de
esperanza que
asoma del norte
Pagina21

Restricciones: la oposicion
recibe con reparos el
provecto del Gobierno
Gustavo Ybarra
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Se extiende en el interior
la circulacion de las
variantes de coronavirus
Nora Bir
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ENTREVISTA DA 22
Anita Bhatia

Mulher abandona
mercado, apesar
de retomada

Diretora-executiva-adjun-
ta da ONU Mulheres, a in-
diana Anita Bhatia faz ana-
lise sombria das conse-
quéncias gue a crise so-
bre as trabalhadoras po-
de ter até para a recupe
ragio econdmica de pai-
ses em desenvolvimento.

“Mulheres tém abando-
nado o mercado de ora-
balho”, declara, citando o
actimulo de encargos. a4

Planalto corta
verba de R$ 6 mi
destinada ao Coaf
O presidente Jair Bolsona-
ro (sem partido) cortou re-
curso que seria destinada
lo Conselho de Contro-
e de Atividades Financei-
ras a modernizacio de seu
principal instrumento de
identificagiio de erimes co-
mo corrupgio e lavagem
de dinheiro. mercado A1

Maria Homem

O valor da
amizade

Queria dizer que amizade
salva. Nos manvém navida,
ampara € consola quando
por vezes ndo se tem tan-
ta forca. A vida sé é digna,
e mesmo possivel, com
elos de confianga. saide B4

Psicanalista e ensalsta, passa
2 escrever as segundas-feiras

Ministro Ribeiro
adiou investigacdo
de fraude no Enade

O ministro da Educacio,
Milton Ribeiro, atuou em
favor de um centro uni-
versitdrio denunciado por
fraude no Enade, protelan-
doapuracao. A instimicao
€ presbiteriana, como o
ministro, que € pastor. O
MEC diz ter colaborado
coma policia. cotidiano B

Eleigoes devem
opor bolsonarismo
raiz ao centrio
Poder A4

EDITORIAIS A2

Passando a limpo
Sobre texto que substituia
Leide Seguranca Nacional.
Retomada desigual

Acerca de dano econdmi-
comenor que o esperado.

Iustrada BS
Folclore brasileiro
em filmes e séries
gera debate sobre
apropriacao cultural

Esporte B6
Taekwondista Milena
Titoneli realiza
sonho nos Jogos com
chance de medalha
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Bolsonaro em ato  cuudie
Margues,/Futura Press (Folhapress

Milena Titoneli, 22, que competird em TOQUIO armine saneos/ Folhapress
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Ernesto usou o Itamaraty
para garantir cloroquina

Telegramas e relatos mostram pedidos de ex-chanceler a embaixada na india

Oex-chanceler Ermesto Ara-
tjo mobilizou o Itamaraty
para garantir ao pais o for
necimento de insumos pa-
ra a fabricacio da cloroqui-
na e entrega de hidroxiclo-
roquina, remédios promovi-
dos por Jair Bolsonaro sem
eficacia contra a Covid-1g.

O diplomata, relata Patri-
cia Campos Mello, agiu ji
em 2020. Ernesto ird depora
CP1da Covid nesta semana.

Segundo telegramas e re-
latos, Ernesto pediu a repre-
sentacio do Brasil em No-
va Déli gestdes para garan-
tir envio de matéria-prima.

Vacinac¢io no Brasil
% da populagho vacinada®

2% dose 1 dose
Brasil "o 22,0
L
3 ma 29,3
RS na 73
BA na 24,3
Miumeros da pandemia
Casas Obites
Total 15,2 mi 4224 mil
S.mait 61,2 mil 2.092
Variagio® T.T% 16,3%
Em24h 31,6 mil 934

Dados das 20h de S.mai “Acima de 18 anos

Isso se repetiu mesmo
ap6s associacdes médicas
brasileiras desaconselha
rem uso do remédio contra
Covid. Ja a busca por vaci-
nas naorecebeu atencio se-
melhante. S6 no fim do ano
passado houve algumas ori-
entagdes sobre imunizantes.

Cobertura da primeira dose™

100% i%
o L1
. g
A
e '
Estagios
N Acelarade
N Estaved
#N Desacelerade

N Reduzido
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**Média mdvel de 7 dias """Em relagio a 14 dias

Procurados, o Itamaraty
e o seu ex-ministro ndo qui-
seram se pronunciar sobre
as gestoes feitas. mMundo Arz

Em ato com motociclistas,
presidente volta a ignorar
regras sanitirias Poder A6

Senadores querem
novo depoimento
de Queiroga na CPI
Os senadores da CPI da
Covid dizem que o natu-
ral avango dos trabalhos
devera levar a uma nova
convocagio do ministro
Marcelo Queiroga (Sande).
Na quinta passada (6), ele
prestou um depoimento
considerado pouco escla-
recedor e irritou integran-
tes do colegiado. Poder as

Fome e falta de
auxilio atingem os
vanomamis em RR
Fotografia obtida pelo
missiondrio catdlico Car-
lo Zacquini mostra uma
crian¢a yanomami ema-
ciada, vitima de maldria e
verminose, numa evidén-
cia do efeito da fome e da
falta de condigbes registra-
das nas comunidades des-
te povo indigena em dreas
de Roraima. cotidiano BS

Filipe Oliveira
Meus tratamentos
sem eficdcia
contra a cegueira

Corrida B1Z

Autora de acao
contra Klein
relata suposto
abuso sexual

Uma doméstica que acu-
sa com outras mulheres o
fundador das Casas Bahia,
Samuel Klein (morto em
2014), de abuso sexual de-
talha os supostos crimes.

Aos 37 anos, ela diz ter
sido estuprada aos 11. A
acao foirejeitada em duas
instancias. Filho de Klein,
Michael ndo comenta, mas
vé 0 caso com “perplexida-
de e tristeza”. cotidiano B3

ATMOSFERA

S3o Paulo hoje

Oh  gh 12 18k 24k
Forge: vevew.ch matem po.com br

AUDIENCIA/MES
PAGINAS VISTAS 248.038.517
WISITANTES UNICOS  43.521.315




Semana
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Desde hoy bajan a 70 ainos la edad piso para recibir la dosis contra el Covid

Campaiia de Salud no prende y
adultos mayores no se vacunan

De mas de 720.000 personas que pueden vacunarse, solo  [LGRERCGIRES I FE R EST
se registraron 273.000 y se han inmunizado unas 78.000. EiENCEGEDHIRLCE RIRMRT)
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USD 183.000 en

bonificaciones a
sus funcionarios
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Reinicia actividad
para exportacion
de los cortes
kosher a Israel
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Esperanza. /oluntanos de T

= | Paraguay es ahora eslabon activo

== | en la produccion de la cocaina
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« Sans ka lUberté de blimer il n'est polnt d°

NICOLAS BAVEREZ

{ . FRANCOIS MITTERRAND
' OULE DECLIN TRANQUILLE

PAGE 20

LES A
L'ETO

oge flatteur » Beaumarchals

LE FIGARO SANTE
YSTERES ]'?I%I'LL ACENTA,

NON
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ADMINISTRATION
Polémique autour
de la suppression
du corps
des préfetse

ROYAUME-UNI
L'Ecosse et Londres
préts au combat

du référendum

PAGE 8

PROCHE-ORIENT
Le conflit istaslo-
palestinien revient
durant les nuits
du ramadan races

ALLEMAGNE
Couples
homosexuels:

les bénédictions

de la discorde race1s
JUSTICE

Affaire

de l'arbitrage: Tapie
reprend le chemin
du tribunal eaceis

COVID-19
Vaccins:

Pfizer plebiscite
et AstraZeneca

boudé par I'Europe
PAGE 23

AUTOMOBILE
Bientot, des voitures
electriques

moins chéres que
les thermiques sace 24

) = L'armne

du «big data»
militaire

| = Que change

| lerecensement
alacarte
électorale
americaine ?

- Un entretien
avec Michael
Sandel

PAGES 18 A 211

Réponses ala question
de samedi :
Reéchaufferment :

le nucléaire doit-il

é&tre reconnu comme
une energie verte ?

OUI NON
80% 20%

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 92087

Etes-vous favorable a un
referendum pour

<« garantir » la protection
de l'environmement dans
la Constitution?

FABEM CLAIREFOMD

« Génération sacrifiée»: la
grande inquiétude des jeunes

Privés de vie sociale et d’horizon par la crise sanitaire, les 18-25 ans ont du mal a voir le bout
du tunnel. Mal-étre, décrochage, dépression... ils redoutent les conséquences sur leur avenir.

L'écran pour seule compagnie.
Pas de vie associative, sportive
ol festive., Des perspectives
bouchées, des voyages emps
chés, des stages impossibles,
des examens dans leur cham

res,

-+ WINCENZO ESPOSITO VINZI: « LES GRANDES ECOLES DE MANAGEMENT ONT SU FAIRE FREUVE D'ESPRIT D'ADAPTATION ET DE REACTIVITE =

bre. Pour les étudiants, cette
année en pointillé, au ryvthme
des annonces contradictol
des connexions errati
ques, du soupgon de triche ot
des résultats incertains, a

confiné tous les espoirs, 1'al-
lant et la motivation de leur
age, gelés dans ce trop long
hiver solitaire.

Six étudiants sur dix évo-
quent un décrochage li€ a la

pandémie.. Dans dix jours,
ls devrajent pouvoir revenir
davantage en cours, a dit la
ministre de I'Enseignement
supéricur, Frédérique Vidal.
La jauge d'éléves autorisés

devrait passer de 20% a
50 %, Pas de quoi dissiper
I'inquiétude pour les exa-
mens, le stage non effectud,
I"orientation et la rentrée de
seplembre.

- STAGES, SEIOURS A L'ETRANGER: LA QUETE DESESPEREE DES JEUNES - LES JOBS D'ETE, UN ESPOIR DE SORTIR DE LA MOROSITE PAGES 2,3 ET LEDITORIAL
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NICOLA:

Une foule de policiers et de riverains s"est recueillie dimanche, devant le commissariat d' Avignon, pour saluer la mémoire
du brigadier, pere de deux jeunes enfants, qui a éré tué mercredi lors d'une opération sur un point de deal pacE10

E EDITOR].AL par Laurence de Charette ldecharette@lefigaro fr

Le temps perdu

is, ou moins e sais- e,/ Que tout f2
temps qui passe/ Ne se¢ ratirape
L4 gueére, e toul ke femps perdu’ Ne
se rattrape plus.. =, chantait Bar-
bara; et chacun, en I'écoutant,
pouvait toucher du doigt la douleur destructri-
ce de I"'élan réprimeé, cet effritement de la vie
quand elle est empéchée. Ce que la podsie nous
fair sentir, les émdes, aujourd'hui, nous le
prouvent : médecing et enseignants décrivent
avec precision les ravages d 'un quotidien atro-
phié sur la construction d'une jeunesse dépos.
sédée delle-méme, comme retenue en olage
devant des écrans depuis plus d'une année. On
n'est pas jeune et vibrant par caprice, mais par
nature... et conguérir I"avenir depuis son cana-
pé n'est pas chose alsée. Er sl 'on peut - sans
doute - vivre sans fétes ni calés, peut-on vral
ment grandir sans godter et refaire le monde
avies ceux qui vont "habiter?
Lasociologic des entrées dans la vie, elle aussi,
montre que le temps perdu ne se rattrape pas
et laisse présager pour la « genération Covid =
encore bien des difficultés. Les premiers sta-
ges ne sont pas faciles 4 trouver ? Ce sont, en
realité, I'ensemble des perspectives économi
ques qui, pour elle, s'annoncent incertaines.

Un temps, le confinement et ses déclinaisons
ont pu étre envisagés comme un bouton
a pause s, urke suspension que Fon feignait de
croire sans conséquence. Folle réverie que
celle de ces adultes bercés d'illusions pro
meéthéennes courant aprés ces 20 ans qu'ils
refusent aujourd'hui a leurs enfants!
Prenons garde & ne pas laisser derriére nous un
trop lourd héritage, chargé de nos dettes et de
nos  peurs addi
tionnees. Non pas
surtout pas!

qu'il faille faire de

Les ravages

d'un gquotidien

atrOphj_é nos enfants une
nouvelle cabégorie

de victimes auxquelles les candidats aux élec-
tions distribueront toutes sortes d'aldes cecl et
de chigques cela,

Cen'est d’ailleurs sans doute pas dans 1" épreu-
ve elle-méme - quelle génération n'en a pas
connu ? - qu'il faut chercher la source profon-
de du malaise qui gagne la jeunesse, mais dans
le grand jeu de bonneteau des valeurs auquel se
livrent leurs ainés. [l n"y a pourtant pas d"autre
avenir que la jeunesse, pas d'autre futur que
celui qui grandit dans son coeur et qu'il ne faut
pas gicher. W
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Gérard
Larcher:

« Lenviron-
nement ne
doit pas faire
l'objet de
manoeuvres »

La proposition de la Con-
vention citovenne pour le
climat nt a inscrire dans
la Constitution que la France
«garantit la préservation de
Penvironnement= a du plomb
dans "aile. )
L'ohjectif du chef de "Erat est
d'essayer de remettre la faute
sur la droite sénatoriale. Dans
une interview qu'il a donnee
au Figare, Gérard Larcher, le
président de la Chambre hau
te, estime qu’il faut « laisser
[faire le débat parlementaire =
PAGESGETT
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Labour infighting after
leaked move to punish
deputy for election woes

Jessica Elgot
Heather Stewart

Keir Starmer handed his deputy,
Angiﬂ.‘a Rayner, a major promot ion
last night aftera day of fraught nego-
tiations and power battles within the
Labour party, He sacked his shadow

chancellor and promoted his close
ally Rachel Reeves to the rolein a
moveset to further inflame tensions
with the party’s Jeft,

The shadow cabinet reshuffle
was derailed by a prolonged stand-
off with Rayner, who was locked in
talks with Starmer’s team for hours,
It came after leaked plans to sack her
asparty chairand national campaigns
coordinator triggered an outery.

The Guardian understands
Starmer initially offered Rayner a
frontbench role covering the social
care brief, but she regarded thatasa

The Pursuit of Love % %% % % b5
| Lucy Mangan TV review @+

significant demotion and was deter-
mined to maintain influence over
internal Labour politics and policy.
Rayner emerged with a signifi-
cantly beefed-up role, handed the
shadow Chancellor of the Duchy of
Lancaster role shadowing Michael
Gove as well as a newly created post
as shadow secretary for the future of
work. Shewill also retain joint contral
over party matters as deputy leader.
R.'L}'I]l'l'-!i maove I'rum F'I.'ir[}' ['I'IUII
had been planned as the first in a
wider reshuffle following a series of
disappointing results in Thursday's

Monday
10May 2021
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Rayner given more powers after
reshuffle standoff with Starmer

‘She’s going to be
more visible, taking

the fight to the Tories’

Ally of Angela Rayner

elections. But news of further
changes was delayed as Starmer's
team tried to placate his livid dep-
uty, whois widely seen asa potential
future leadership challenger.

As ballats from Thursday’s elec-
tions across the UK continued to be
counted vesterday:
® Nicola Sturgeon told Boris Johnson
asecond independence referendum
was “a matter of when, not if” after
her SNP won a historic fourth term.
® Labour MPTracy Brabin waselected
as the fAirst mayor of West Yorkshire,
setting up another byelection in a
marginal seat targeted by the Con-
servatives, expected in July,
® The Greens gained 70 new coun-

cillors across England.oe

including takinga string of

Hugging
and indoor
mixing to
go ahead

Sarah Boseley
Health editor

Friends and family will be able to
hugand mixindoorsin England from
nextweek, while cinemas and muse-
ums can reopen, Boris Johnson is to
confirm today despite growing con
cerns over the spread of the India
coronavirus variant.

Scientists warned this weekend
that cases were doubling in some
areas where the variant, B1.167.2,
had been detected. More deprived
areas and those with large minority
ethnic communities where vaccina
tion rates may be lower were most
affected, they said.

But at a press conference today
the prime minister will hail the Covid
vaccination programme, with more
than two-thirds of UK adults hav-
ing had a first dose and a third now
fully vaccinated. Just two deaths
within 28 days ofa positive test were
reported yesterday.

Johnsonwill confirm that the next

stapgeintheeasing of Covid oe
restrictions for England will

L
E
=
w
a2
|
I
£
=
i
E
]

Chelsea thrashed Reading 5-0 to retain the Women's
Super League. With the League Cup won, they are
stillin the FA Cup and have a Champions League
finalto come. Sport Back page =

Blue Sunday: Chelsea
are champions again
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