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What’s
News

Business & Finance
e

anks across Wall

Street are looking to
tighten the lending terms
of some of their hedge-
fund clients on the heels of
the collapse of Archegos. Al
# Peloton agreed to recall its
treadmills, and its CEOQ apol-
ogized for the firme's initial
refusal to comply with ULS.
safety regulators who pushed
for the action weeks ago. B1
# Uber’s first-guarter
bookings rose despite weak
demand for its ride-sharing
service, as growth in its food-
delivery business offset the
shump in its core operations. BL
+ The Biden administration
blocked a Trump-era regula-
tion that would have made it
easier for businesses to cate-
morize gig workers and others
as independent contractors. Ba
+ GM posted a near-record
quarterly operating profit
and Stellantis said sales
rose 14%, but the auto in-
dustry continues to face a
global chip shortage. B1L, B2

+ SpaceX successfully landed
its Starship test vehicle un-
scathed on the fifth attempt,
advancing efforts to prepare
it for future Mights and land-
ings on the moon and Mars. B3

# The SEC is studying po-
tential new rules related to
two recent episodes of stock-
miarket turbulence —the
GameStop trading frenzy and
the Archegos implosion. B1O
# The Dow rose 0.3% to a
record, while the S&P 500
eked out a 0.07% gain. The
Nasdaq dropped 0.4%, BLO

# Shares of Honest Co., the
consumer-goods business co-
founded by Jessica Alba, rose
nearly 44% in their debut. B3

World-Wide

S —

# Facebook was justified
in m‘.pem:l.mg Trump Ealrl;r

pe

but it must better explain its
reasoning if it decides to per-
manently lock him out of its
social-media platforms. Al A6
+ The U.S. said it would sup-
port the temporary waiver
of intellectual property pro-
wisions to allow developing
nations to produce Cowvid-19
vaccines developed by phar-
maceutical companies. Al

* A federal judge threw

t the CDC's national evic-
tion moratorium after con-
cluding that it was legally
unsupportable, upending a
Covid-19 relief measure. A3

# Rep. Liz Cheney, a critic
of Trump’s claims that the
election was stolen firom him,
is on the brink ofbei_ng ousted
from her puﬁn:on in the GOP's
House ip ranks. Al, Ad
+ A judge ordered the Jus-
tice Department to release a
2019 legal memo recom-
mending that Trump not be
prosecuted for obstruction
of justice in connection with
Mueller’s Russia probe. A6

* Israel’s t handed
centrist politician Yair
Lapid a shot at forming a
government after Netan-
wahu failed to do so. ALD

+ Russia has maintained
a heightened military
presence near the Ukrai-
nian border, the U.S. and
its NATO allies said. ALO

+ Bill Gates transferred
shares valued at nearly $2.4
billion to Melinda Gates as
the divorcing couple began
dividing their wealth. A6
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LAST BID: Exchange operator CME, which took |ts name from the Clm:ago Mercantile Exchange, shown in the 1940s, is shut-

End of an Era as CME Calls a Close on Chlcago Tradlng Pll:s
ESEs

ting most of its open-outcry trading pits in Chicago, ending one of the world's last vestiges of old-fashioned floor trading. B1

U.S. Supports Patent Waivers
To Produce Covid-19 Vaccines

By Yuxa Havasm
Anp Jaren S, HoPkins

WASHINGTON —The U.s.
said it would support the tem-
porary waiver of intellectual
property provisions to allow
developing nations to produce
Cowvid-19 waccines created by
pharmaceutical companies, cit-
ing an urgent need to stem the

pandemic.
Overriding objections from
the pharmaceutical industry,

the ULS. will support a proposal
working its way through the
World Trade Organization, said
LS. Trade Representative Kath-
erine Tai. Such a policy would
waive the IP rights of vaccine
makers to potentially enable
companies in developing courn-

tries and others to manufacture
their own versions of Covid-19
vaccines.

“The Administration believes
strongly in intellectual property
protections, but in service of
ending this pandemic. supports
the waiver of those protections
for Covid-19 vaccines,™ Ms. Tai
said Wednesday.

The waiver has been pushed
by countries including India
and South Africa that are suf-
fering from am explosion in
new cases. In India, it was re-
ported recently that less than
2% of the population had been
vaccinated, and new Covid-19
cases are at record highs glob-
ally as the pandemic rages un-
checked in many poor and mid-
dle-income countries.,

Pharmaceutical companies,
however, said the waiver won't
provide the short-term results
proponents think it will—in
part because of the challenge
of setting up complex new pro-
duction facilities to manufac-
ture the vaccines.

The Pharmaceutical Re-
search and Manufacturers of
America, a lobbying and trade
group, said the Biden adminis-
tration’s decision will weaken
already-strained supply chains
and spur counterfeit vaccines.

“This decision does nothing
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Facebook
Panel
Upholds
Removal

Of Trump

Oversight board orders
review of whether the
ex-president should be
permanently locked out

By JeFF HORWITE

Facebook Inc. was justified
in suspending then-President
Donald Trump early this year,
the company’s independent
oversight board ruled Wednes-
day, but it must better explain
its reasoning if it decides to
permanently lock him out of its
social-media platforms.

The Oversight Board gave
Facebook six months to deter-
mine whether DMr. Trump
should be permanently banned,
and it put the company on the
line to more clearly articulate
its rules for prominent people
and develop penalties for vio-
lators. It also sharply criticized
the company for its failure to
state clear rules and explain
how it enforces them.

Facebook created the Ower-
sight Board to independently
rule on difficult issues around
content moderation. But
Wednesday's decision essen-
tially punted the ball back to
the company, stating that it
wasn’'t the board’s role to set
policy for the social-media
platform.

The board’s ruling most im-
mediately ratifies a choice ap-
proved by Facebook Chief Ex-
ecutive Mark Zuckerberg and
could have far-reaching impli-
cations for how technology
companies police political
speech. Alphabet Inc.s You-
Tube, Twitter Inc. and other
social-media platforms also re-

PleaserturntopageAG

+ Former president tums to
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Peloton reverses
position and recalls its
treadmills at request
of safety regulators. B1
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THE MIDDLE SEAT
Airlines are making big
changes to frequent-
flier plans to keep elite
members loyal. A1s

Republicans Seek to Oust
Cheney From Leadership

By KriSTINA PETERSON

WASHINGTON —On the Feb-
ruary night when Rep. Liz
Cheney survived the first ef-
fort to oust her, House GOP
Leader Kevin McCarthy gave a
rousing speech supporting her
as a party leader.

Their relationship has gone
downhill ever since. Today, Ms.
Cheney of Wyoming, a vocal
critic of former President Don-
ald Trump’s claims that the
election was stolen from him,
is on the brink of being ousted

from the third position in the
GOP's House leadership ranks,
a victory for those in the party
who want to unify behind the
former Republican president
as they seek to challenge Pres-
ident Biden's agenda.

Earlier this week, DMr.
McCarthy was recorded in a
television studio saying he had
“had it” with the 54-year-old
lawmaker. On Wednesday, Rep.
Steve Scalise of Louisiana, the
GOP No. 2, endorsed another
female lawmaker—Rep. Elise
Stefanik, a onetime moderate

Republican from MNew York
who has transformed into an
ardent Trump defender—for
the post. The process toward a
wote by congressional Republi-
cans to oust her is expected to
begin Wednesday.

Behind the extraordinary
rift are factors both seismic
and slight. Mr. McCarthy’s ear-
lier endorsement of Ms. Che-
ney signaled that the Califor-

Flease turn to page Ad

# GOP star Stefanik built status
by defending Trump.—... A4

Banks Tighten Up After Archegos

Banks across Wall Street
are looking to tighten the
lending terms of some of their
hedge-fund clients on the

By Juliet Chung,
Gregory Zuckerman
and Julie Steinberg

heels of Archegos Capital
Management 's collapse.

ms including Credit
Suisse Group AG, Morgan Stan-

ley and UBS Group AG are re-
viewing their businesses that
offer financing to hedge funds
and family offices for potential
vulnerabilities to safeguard
against another Archegos-style
event, bankers and hedge-fund
managers said.

Archegos is the New York
family office of the onetime
hedge-fund manager Eill
Hwang. Its March collapse
triggered one of the biggest

sudden trading losses in Wall
Street history. Archegos took
huge bets on a few stocks us-
ing a mix of cash and swaps
with money borrowed from
banks. It was unable to meet
margin calls as some of its
biggest positions started re-
versing and the fallout from

Please turn fo page A2

# SEC studies rules related to
GameStop and Archegos_. B10

Bracing for Pandemic’s End, Adults Straighten Teeth

e * *

Many worry things will reopen before gaps in their smiles close [

By KaTHRYN DILL

Annie Arment had been
working from her parents®
Quiney. T, home for months
when she decided to plunge
back into another adolescent
experience: getting a mouthful
of metal.

The 26-vear-old accountant
had spent her teen wyears
wearing varying combinations
of braces and retainers only to

have her teeth go slightly
crooked again in young adult-
hood. Staring at herself on
daily Zoom calls throughout

Mind the gap

the pandemic reminded her of
every wayward incisor. But it
has been the prospect of re-
turning to semi-normal public
life that pushed her to book an
appointment with her child-
hood orthodontist.
Calculating she would have
just several more months of
remote work before seeing her
Chicago colleagues and friends
in the flesh again, Ms. Arment
Please turn to page Ald

Driscoll’s Challenge:
Figuring How Many
Berries People Want

It guessed wrong a year ago, is boosting
output after a strawberry binge

By Jesse NEwMAN

Just over a year ago, So-
ren Bjorn, who helps run the
world's biggest berry com-
pany, macde a bad call.

Demand for fresh berries
was falling as the onset of a
pandemic shut restaurants,
while grocers focused on
keeping staples in stock. Mr.
EBjorn, president of the
Americas division of
Driscoll’s Inc., told farmers
in California to plant fewer
strawberries.

Then, Americans stuck at
home went on a berry binge,
Strawberry demand surged.

This March, Mr. Bjorn
made the opposite decision,
telling farms to increase

their strawberry acres when
they plant the crop this fall.
Those acres won't yield ber-
ries until next spring. “The
world will change three
times over between now and
then,” Mr. BEjorn said.
Colossal challenges for

food suppliers arrived with
the pandemic last year, af-
fecting every stop along
food’s course from farm to
table. Now, as the pandemic
moves into irs latest phase—
under attack by vaccination,
wet still unpredictable—it is
proving even trickier for
food businesses 1o navigate
consumers’ ever-evolving ap-
petites and a balky supply
chain.

Please furn to page Ald
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Weather eye
Scottish voters
set UK outlook

Scotland’s first minister, Nicola Stur-
geon, shelters in Aberdeen yesterday,
on the last day of campakgning before
parliamentary elections in the country.

The vote could have profound impli-
cations for the future of the UK, with
Sturgeon’s Scottich Natkonal party hop-
ing to secure an outright majority and
increase the pressure for a referendum
on Soctland s independ enoe.

In the biggest clectoral test since the
2019 general election, voters in England
and Wales also go to the polls in local
and mayoral contests that will say much
abeat the fortunes of Boris johnson , the
Conservative prime minister, and his
main challenger, Labour leader Sir Keir
Starmer.

Robert Shrimsloy page 15

Archegos heads for insolvency as
banks seek redress for $10bn loss

e Brokers move to recoup funds e Family office eves closure e Soured bets sparked crisis

FT REFORTERS

Archiegos Capital is preparing for insol-
vency after global banks began mewves to
recoup someof the $10bn they bostonits
soured bets in March.

The family office run by Bill Hwang
has hired restructuring advisers to
assess patential kegal claims from banks
amnd to plan for a possible winding -down
ol its operations, according o two peo-
ple Eamiliarwith the matter,

Six banks that acted as its prime bro-
kers — Credit Suisse, Nomura, Morgan
Stanley, UBS, MUFGand Mizuho — lost
morethan £10bn when they were forced
to liquidate the family office’s positions
im Urs-listed companies such as Viacom:
CBS after it falled to meet margin calls.

A number of the banks are preparing

USA Inc slow to put words
into action on racial justice

The death of George Floyd catalysed
efforts towards US corporate diversity
and Inclusion. However. of the $506n
that LS companies have pledged on
racial equality since Floyd's murder last
May, only about $250m has actually
baan spent or cammitted to a spaecific
Initiative, @ research firm says. This slow
progress has made many observers
cynical, noning thar such pledges can
b 2asily reversad If the compankes’
financial eutlock or priorities change.
Analyshs = PAGET

o lssue “letters of demand™ to the fom
— a request for payment before launch-
ing alegal claim — three people close to
the process say.

They first want to finish closing out
the Archegos positions; kst weel: Credit
Sulsse sadd that it had sold 97 per cent of
the related securities.

Lenders are also probing whether
Hwang's Bamily office withheld or pro-
wided incorrect infarmation on the scale
of its borrowing from other prime bro-
keers. UES s among the banks examin-
ing whether it was “fraudulently
induced” to do business with Archegos,
one person chose to the matter sabd.

Archegos, Credit Sulsse, Noemura,
Morgan Stanley and UBS declined to

cormment.
The banks had let Archegos make

Trump rails at ‘radical left lunatics’ after
Facebook oversight panel upholds ban

HANMAH HURPHY — SAN FRANCISOO0
LAUREN FEDOR — WASHINGTON

Donald Trump remains blocked from
Facebook after a ruling by the comp-
any’s de pendent oversight board that
sparked a fierce backlash from the
former US president.

The panel sald Facebook should decide
within six momnths whether tomake the
ban on Trump permanent, and criti-
cised the company for its ad hoc and
opaque decision-making

Trump lashed out at a dmclslon that
denies him access Lo a vitalmouthpiece.
“Free Speech has been taken away from
the President of the United States
because the Radical Left Lunatics are
afraid of the truth,” he stated, adding:
“These cormupt sockal media
must pay a political price, and must
never again be allowed to destroy

highly levered bets on stocks. When the
firm defaulted on margin calls, instruc-
tions to add more col lateral boits broker
ccounts, the banks offloaded its large
stakes in nine companies at a discount,
resulting in some of the worst losses on
wall Streetinmore than a decade.

“The incident has led to recriminations
at the banks, which offered as much as
450bn of leverage to Archegos, and
prompred investigations into their risk
controls from regulators in the US, the
UK and switzerland,

senlar executives at Credit Suisse and
maomiura, which lost a combined $5.5bn,
have been fired or suspended.

US lawmakers have also asked banks
i explain why they extended such lange
credit lines to Hwang, whose former
hedge fund Tiger Asia Management was

and decimate our Electoral Process.”
Facebook suspended Trump's
sccount indefinitely four months age
amid fears he could stir further viokenoe
amd unrest after the Jamuary & storming
of the Capitol by a mob of his support-
ers. The company then asked its over-
sight board — a Supreme Court-style
body established in 2020 — to review
the ban, as well as provide guidance on
how the platform should treat mule-
breaking content from political leaders.
‘The board upheld the decision to
restrict the former president’s account
because “in maintaining an wafounded
narrative of electoral frawd and persist-
ent calls to actbon”, he had created "a
clear, immediate risk of harm™.
However, the board said Facebook
chief executive Mark Zuckerberg’s ban
of Trump “indefinitely” reflected flaws
in the decision-making process. *In

was offered as
much as $30bn
of Jev

Investigations
into ban ks’
risk controls
from regulators

applying a vague, standardless penalty
and then referring this case to the board
to resolve, Facebook seeks to avold is
responsibilithes” it said.

It is unchear whether Tramp, onoe an
obsessive ser of social media with more

charged with insider trading by U5 and
Hong Kong regubitors in 2012l 2004,

*There is a question mark over how
much the banks are entitled to claim
and whether the fund has any recourse
for the way the banks behaved when
they dumped the stocks.” a person close
to the situation said,

“They have all lawyered up and
threatened lawsuits” the person added.
“The banks are all going to claim as
much as they possibly can.”

Archegos has hired restructuring and
insalvency advisers, as well as lawyers
and public relations advisers since the
meltdown in March wiped out the bulkc
of its $10bn assets undermanagement.
Ty Kinder in Hong Kong, Stephen
Morrisin London, Leo Lewis in Tolkyo amd
artencr Aligj ard Eric Flatt in New York

= BlackRodk faces heat over P&G palm wil
BlackRock has beenaccused of b

backinga sharehold er protest against PiG's mm:lng
of palmoil from an Indonesian company inwhich
BlackRoditsellhobdsa stake — pacE 5; LEx, PAGE 16

= Pelaton safety recall sends shares lower
‘The fltness tech company has recalled its treadmills
after reports of injuries and one death imaolving the
group’s Tresd « machines, sending shares in the
company toa seven-maonth kow.— pace s

= Guipita sectires Australian financing
Metals tycoon Sanjeev G

lras agreed ermsto refinanos
his Australian stee] plant and
associated mineson the eve ofa
court caseto wind up his units

inthe country.— paces

= Johnson ‘madman strategy” baffled £
The diaries of Michel Barnier, the EU's chief
negotiatar during more than three yearsof fraaght
Brexit talks, say that he wondered whether Boris
Johnson was pursuing a "madman strategy”™.— Fase 2

= Ramaphosa asserts control over ANC
South Africa’s ruling party has suspended a powerful
official for refusing to step aside over corruption
changes, a key win in a long battle by President Cyril
‘Ramaphosa to assert comtro | over the party.— Page &

= Indivior faces revolt over jailed chief
The London-listed drugmaker faces a shareholder
revoltat its G this week after itmaintaived
bonuses for its ex-chief executive, despite hisbeing
Jailed for his role inthe Us oplold crisls.— race &

= UAE grants passports to wealthy expats
Alrline bosses, tech entrepreneurs and a former Real
Masdrid footballerane among those to be granted
UAE nationality, as the state revamps the long-held
relationshipwith its weakthy expatriates.— pce 3

Datawatch

Mativism in decline

% who say one has fo be born

in the country 1o truy belong
2004 W 2020

O 10 20 30 L0 50
Soure: Pow Resoarcs Conter

than 35m followers on Facebook and
24:m om Instagram, will be able to regain
access. He has not ruled out running
again for the White House in 2024,

Nick Clegz, Faceboo ks vice-president
of global affairs and communications,
said that the company was “pleased the
board has recognised that the unprece-
dented circumstances justified the
exceptional measure we took ™.

Twitter banned Trump penmanent by
B Janwary. Geogle's WouTube has sus-
pended him but chief execntive Susan
wojckcki said it would lift the freeze
ance “the risk ofviclence” decreased.
Trump's enduring sway page 3
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Late Edition
Today, mostly sunmy, high 65, To-
night, clear to partly cloudy, low 50.
Tomorraw, Some sun. then increas-
imghy cloudy, rain at night, cool, high
53. Weather map is on Page B12.
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A Combustible Mix in Colombia

The pandemic and poverty led to protests, and a crackdown has fanned the flames. Nearby countries face similar issues. Page A1l
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Trump’s Facebook Ban Upheld,
Reviving Debate on Free Speech

By MIKE ISAAC

SAN FRAMNCISCO — A Face-
book-appointed panel of journal-
ists, activists and lawyers on
Wednesday upheld the social net-
work’s ban of former President
Donald J. Trump, ending any im-
mediate return by Mr Trump Lo
stream social media and re-
newing a debate about tech power
over online speech.

Facebook's Oversight Board,
ch acts as a quasi-court over
company’s content decisions,
ruled the social network was right
to bar Mr. Trump after the inswr-
rection in Washington in Januwa
saying he “created an envi
ronment where a serious risk of
winlence was possible.” The panel
said that ongoing risk “justified™
the move.

But the board also kicked the
case back to Facebook and its top

Panel of Experts Throws
Final Decision Back

in Company’s Lap

executives. It said that an indefi-
nite suspension was “not appro-
priate” because it was not a pen-
alty defined in Facebook's policies
and that the company should ap-
ply a standard punishment, such
as a time-bound suspension or a
permanent ban. The board gave
Facebook six months to make a fi-
nal decision on Mr Trump's ac-
count status.

“Our sole job is to hold this ex-
tremely powerful  organization,
Facebook, accountable” Michael
MeConnell, co-chair of the

Continuwed on Page A20

In the End, No Matter What,
It’s Still Zuckerberg’s Problem

There's a saying plastered on
the walls of Facebook’s head-
quarters in Menlo Park, Calif.:
“Mothing at Facebook is some-
body else’s problem.”

It's one of the
social nel\\nr'k‘s

KEVIN
ROOSE

THE SHIFT  challenges o others,
Facebookers should roll up their
sleeves and do it themselves.

So it was a bit of poetic justice
that on Wednesday, the Facebook
Oversight Board newish
panel of experts charged with
ruling on some of the company's
hardest calls on content moderza-
tion — rejected the company '
attempl Lo outsource one of the
thorniest tasks in its 17-year

history: deciding what to do
about former President Donald J.
Trump.

Mark Zuckerberg, the compa-
ny's chief executive, had hoped
that the board — a group of
roughly 20 lawyers, scholars and
former politicians — would ren-
der up-or-down verdicts on such
guestions.

Instead, the group handed
down another message: Mr.
Zuckerberg, this problem is
wours o fix.

Technically, the oversight
board upheld Facebook's deci-
sion to restrict Mr. Trump from
posting on Facebook and Insta-
aram after the Jan. B insurree-
tion at the ULS. Capitol, which
was fueled by election disinfor-

Continued on Page A20

Turning on Cheney, the G.O.P.

Bows to Trump’s Election Lies

By NICHOLAS FANDOS
and CATIE EDMONDSOMN

WASHINGTON — Top Republi-
cans moved swiftly on Wednes-
day to purge Representative Liz
Cheney of Wyoming from their
leadership ranks for vocally re-
jecting Donald J. Trump's election
laying the groundwork to in-
a replacement who has em-
braced his false claims of voting
fraud.

The move o push out s Che—
ney as the Mo, 3 House Republi
in favor of Representative E.]uu-
Stefanik of MNew York, a Trump
loyalist who woted to overturn
Presideni Biden's victory in key
states, reflected how thoroughly
the party’s orthodoxy has come to
be defined by fealty to the former
president and a tolerance for mis-
information, rather than policy
principles.

Loyalist s Set to Take
Up Leadership Slot
in the House

“The Republican Party is at a
turning point, and Republicans
must decide whether we are going
to choase truth and fidelity to the
Constitution,” Ms. Cheney wrote
in a searing opinion piece pub-
lished in The Washington Post on
Wednesday evening. She framed
her fate as a referendum on the
party's future and warned that Re-
publicans must “steer away from
‘the dangerous and anti-democrat-
ic Trump cult of personality.™

Ms. Cheney, 54, is a conserva-
tive who rarely defected from Mr

Continued on Page Al1%

Covid Data Shows U.S.

Is ‘Turning the Corner,’
Fueling a Sense of Hope

More Cities Vow to Reopen by Summer

By JULIE BOSMAN and SARAH MERVOSH

After weeks of coronavirus pa-
tients flooding emergency rooms
in Michigan, the worst Covid-19
hot spot in the nation, bospitaliza-
tions are finally falling.

On some recent days. entire
states, including Wisconsin and
‘West Virginia, have reported zero
mnew coronavirus deaths — a brief
but promising respite from the on-
slaught of the past year

And in New York and Chicago,
officials encouraged by the recent
progress have confidently vowed
to fully reopen in the coming
uring images of a v
brant summer of concerts, sport-
ing events and packed restauw-
rants revving cities back to life.

Americans have entered a new,
hopeful phase of the pamndemic.
Buoyed by a sense that the co-
ronavirws is waning, in part be-
cause of vaccinations, more peo-
ple are shrugging off masks, ven-
luang into restaurants and re-
turning to their prepandemic
routines. Mayaors, governors and
other local officials — once the
bearers of grim news about the vi-
rus's toll and strict rules for busi-
nesses — have joined in the new-
found optimism, rapidly loosening
restrictions,

Public health experts remai
cautious, but said that while they
still expect significant local and
regional surges in the coming
weeks, they do not think they
be as widespread or reach past
peaks.

“We're clearly turning the cor-
ner,” said Michael Osterholm, di-
rector of the Center for Infectious
Disease Research and Policy at
the University of Minnesota.

Across the country, the outlook
for the pandemic has indeed im-
proved, putting the United States
in its best position against the vi-
rus yet. The nation is recording
about 49,000 new cases a day, the
lowest number since early Octo-
ber, and hospitalizations have
plateaued at around 40,0040, a sim-
ilar level as the early fall. Nation-
wide, deaths are howvering around
ToO a day, down from a peak of
more than 3,000 in January.

Uncertain Course for Scotland

Thursday’s legislative elections could be a prelude to another independence referendum. Page Al12.

Broadway, Baby? Curtains Go Up in September,

By MICHAEL PAULSON

Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo says
that most pandemic capacity re-
sirictions will ease in two weeks.
Mayor Bill de Blasio says he
wants the city o fully respen on
July 1. But Broadway, a beacon for
tourists and an engine for the
economy, is nol quite ready Lo turn
on the stage lights.

Most shows are not planning
performances until September or
later. But there are signs of life:
Mr. Cuomo said Wednesday that
Broadway shows would start sell-

kets for full-capacity shows
pe perfors

ances starting

Sept. 14.
Why the four-month wait? With

as many as eight shows a week to
fill, and the tourists who make up

an important part  of
customer base yer o
producers need time to adverti
and market. They need to re-
assemble and rehearse casts who
have been out of work for more
than a year. And they need Lo sort
out and negotiate safety proto-
cols,

But the biggest reason is more
gut-based: individweally and col-

and the Box Offices Open Soon.

lectively, they are trying to imag-
ine when large numbers of people
are likely to feel comfortable traw-
eling 1w Times Square, funneling
through cramped lobbies and
walking down narrow aisles to sit
shoulder-to-shoulder with strang-
ers. Most Broadway shows lose
money even in the best of dmes, so

ucers say there is no way
they can afford to reopen wi

cial distancing, given the indus-
try's high labor and real estate
costs,

“We've never done this before,
said Victoria Bailey, executive di-
rector of TDF, the nonprofit whickh
oversees the TKTS ticket-selling
booth in Times Square. " The last
time the theater industry opened
from a pandemic, Shakespeare

Corttinued on Page AZ2

In the past, lulls in the pan-
demic were short-lived, giving
way to the surge across the Sun
Belt last summer, and the painful
outbreak that stretched across the
United States this winter.

But now, there is one crucial dif-
ference: More than half of Ameri-
can adults — 148 million people —
have received at least one dose of
a coronavirus vaccine, perhaps
the biggest reason eXperis are op-
timistic that the improved outlook
miay last. Cases, hospitalizations
and deaths have also fallen at a
time when the weather is geting
warmer, which, in many places,

will allow people to spend more

TH DR THE NEW YORK TRES

tors, some masked and
some not, in Las Yegas.

time ouldool's. where the virus
=5 easily.

The ‘sltnaclm in the United
States stands in stark contrast to
other parts of the world, where
many countries are still scram-
bling to secure access 1o vacrcines.
India remains in dire crisis, and
thousands of people are dying
each day in Brazil

In the United States, even as a
sense of hope spreads, there re-
main strong reasons for caution.
The pace of vaccinations is skow-
. and experts now believe that
herd  immunity  in the United
States may not be attainable.
More transmissible wvariants of
the virus are also spreading.

Continued on Page A8

Biden Endorses
Effort to Share
Vaccine Secrets

This article is by Thomas Kaplan,
Sheryl Gay Stolberg and Rebecca
Robbins

WASHINGTON — The Biden
administration came out on
Wednesday in support of waiving
intellectual property protections
for coronavirus vaccines, siding
with international efforts o baol-
ster production amid concerns
about vaccine access in develop-
ing nations.

The United States had been
major holdout ar the Waorld Tr:nde
Organization over a proposal o
suspend some of the world eco-
nomic body s intellectual property
protections, which could allow
drugmakers across the globe ac-
cess to the closely guarded trade
secrets of how the viable vaccines
have been made. But President
Biden had come under increasing
Ppressure to support the proposal,
drafted by India and South Africa
and backed by many congres-
sional Democrats.

Katherine Tai, the United States
trade representative, announced
the administration’s position on
Wednesday afternoon, as the pan-
demic continued to surge in India
and South America.

“This is a global health erisis,
and the extraordinary circum-
stances of the Covid-19 pandemic

Cortinued on Page AG
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A Rite of National Recovery
Buddhists of many lineages and ethnici-
ties joined in Los Angeles to mend
America’s racial karma. FAGE A1T

Doubts Over Penn Station Plan
The state says 10 new towers can fi-

nance the rebuilding of the hub, but the
real estate market has shifted. PAGE A22
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2 Americans Guilty in Italy

The men, from San Francisco, were
teenagers in July 2019 when a street-
corner scuffle led to the death of a
police officer in Rome. PAGE Al

TRACKING AN OUTBREAK A4.9

Judge Vacates Eviction Freeze
The government excesded its surhority
in imposing a moratorium, a judge
ruled. An appeal is expected.  PAGE A4

Shots Are Slowing in U.S.
MNow that the eager have gotten vacci-

nated, supply is beginning to exceed
demand in many places. PAGE AG

SPORTSTHURSDAY BS.

Say, Hey, Happy Birthday

As Willie Mays turns 80, a biographer
reflects on the physical conditioning
that powered his greatness. PAGE BS
Legend Roots for Record to Fall
Oscar Robertson is pulling for Russell

Westhrook as he nears his N.B.A.
record for triple-doubles. PAGE BIO

Fed Plays Down Inflation Fears
Markets have gyraved on concern that
the central bank will consider lifting
rates. But its policymakers are sticking
with their patient script. PAGE Bl

ARTS C1-6

‘Jeopardy!" Has Questions

Bince Alex Trebek’s death, a parade of
possible replacements seem to be bat-
tling for the soul of the game — and the
stae of knowledge jtsell PAGE C1

OPINION AZ24-25
Jennifer Finney Boylan pace azs

THURSDAY STYLES D1.6

Colorful and Comfortable
Knitwear labels from Hong I(nng,.
Morthern Iretand, South africa an
beyond are busy breathing new llfe imto

an old craft. PAGE DS

I54 6




s1211_u3066

SSos An

SRT5 DESIGHNATED AREAS HIGHER

FACEBOOK
BOARD’S
DECISION
STYMIES
TRUMP

Extension of ban cuts
off his GOP base and
deals him a political

blow, at least for now.

By JANET HOoORK

WASHINGTON — The
decision by Facebook’™s
Oversight Board to extend a
ban on former President
‘Trump on the world's big-
gest social media platform is
a major political blow, at
least for now, that denies
him access to a huge audi-
ence he needs to help am-
plify his message, maintain
his fundraising base and re-
tain his dominance over the
Republican Party.

For a former television
celebrity who is a glutton for
public attention, the deci-
sion extends by six months a
political starvation diet im-
posed since January by a
social media blackout and
his departure from the
White House.

The Oversight Board on
Wednesday upheld Face-
book's decision to suspend
Trump's account following
his inflammatory posts in re-
lation to the Jan. 6 storming
of the U.8. Capitol by his
supporters.

But the board said it was
inappropriate for Facebook
to have set that suspension
“indefinitely,” and said the
company should, in the next
six months, review the case

[ Ses Facebaolk, A0]

Omnus is back on
social media giant
Facebook doesn’t man—
age to offload a radio-
active decision about its
Trump ban. BUSINESS, A%
Panel’s ruling
satisfies no one
MNew Oversight Board
fails to justify its exist—
ence, Michael Hiltzik
Writes. BUSINESS, AD

& 2021
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FELIFE DANA Asscclated Press

A KEY STEP FOR GLOBAL VACCINE ACCESS
The T.S. says it will support waiving patent protections on COVID-19 vaccines, a shift that could hasten
inoculations in developing countries. Above, a COWVID-19 patient in a Ukraine conflict zone. NATION, Ad

An effort to clear up the air

Warehouses and shipping hubs disproportionately pollute
communities of color. Regulators are considering new rules.

By TorNy BARBOZA

Roxansa Barrera realized air poliu-
tion was a problem in her San Ber-
nardino neighborhood when her son
Leo got really sick just before his first
birthday. He was wheezing so much
she had to rush him to urgent care
the Z7-year-old
sald. “The first time it happened, I
didn't know what was goilng on, I
could just hear that he was really

“It was scary,”

struggling to breathe ~

Leo, now 3, was prescribed an in-
haler, and Barrera was told that poor
air guality was partly to blame. Air
in her neighborhood is
among the worst in the nation, and
its asthma rate is in the 97th per-

pollution

centile statewide.

“I didn't link it to the smog in our
region at the time, but once I started
together, I
thought, "Oh my god, this is a resultof

[See Pollution, A12]

to  plece evervthing

Grma PERAZE! Los Angeles Thmoes

AS WAREHOUSES and shipping have exploded in inland areas,
residents say they are increasingly seeing negative health effects.

TENNY JARVIE Los Angeles Times

ACTIVIST CONSTANCE EVERY, foreground, and other marchers protest the
police killing of student Anthony J. Thompson Jr. in Knoxville, Tenn., last month.

Black high school grapples
with a spate of gun deaths

By JENNY JARVIE

ENOXVILLE, Tenn. —
‘The Black community that
surrounds Austin-East
Magnet High School was
still mourming its dead —
four students gunned down
this year — when the news
broke

Another shooting,
one inside the school.

With Austin-East in lock-
down and police with rifles
patrolling the halls, it was
hours before officials an-
nounced that a fifth student

this

had been fatally shot.

For many, this killing was
the hardest to take: The
shooter was a police officer,
and he was Black.

‘The extraordinary streak
of violence has spurred both
anger and reflection as par-
ents, teachers and students
at Knoxville's only predomi-
nantly Black high school —
long a source of pride and
affection in the community
— contemplate how to stop
the killing and what role the
police should play in any
solution.

“We have a threat inside

the school, we have a threat
on the streets, and then
we've gol a police depart-
ment we can’t rust,” said
Clifford Bishop, 59, whose
great-nephew Stanley Free-
man Jr. was the second stu-
dent killed.

“We are not just blaming
the system.” he sald. “We're
saying all hands on deck. Tt's
going to take a whole village
of people_”

The Killings occurred as
much of the nation was fo-
cused on police brutality
and racism highlighted by

[See Shootings, AG)

Cases show limits of
vaccine protection

Scientists explore why
a tiny number of those
fully wvaccinared can
still contract COWVID.

By Maura DOLAN

Carey Alexander Wash-
ington., 80, a practicing clini-
cal psychologist, called his
daughter in January as soon
as he received his first dose
of the Pfizer COVID-19 vac-
clne.

“He was just so excited
that he had gotten it,” said
Tanya Washington, 49, a res-
ident of Atlanta who works

at an investment firm.

Carey received his sec-
ond shot Feb. 4. A little more
than a month later, the
South Carolina resident ex-
perienced shortness of
breath. His internist did not
test him for the coronavirs.
Carey, after all_ was fully vae-
cinated. The doctor sent him
to a cardiologist instead,
who also didn't test for the
wirus.

On MMarch 25, Carey died
after nearly two weeks in the
hospital, his final days in in-
tensive care. COVID-19 had
destroyed his lungs.

Carey was among a tiny
proportion of people who

[See Infections, AT]

mmes

latimes.com

Role of
COVID

in recall
could

dwindle

Some Newsom critics
say the campaign must
focus on other issues
such as homelessness.

By PHIL WILLON

BSACRAMENTO — With
the spread of COWVID-19
plummeting in California.
triggering reopenings across
the state after a devastating
wear of lockdowns, the cam-
palgn to recall Gov. Gavin
MNewsom from office could
lose one of its strongest sell-
ing points by the time voters
are asked whether to remove
him this fall.

Recall organizers remain
confident that animosity
will continue to linger over
past school closures, job
losses and the billions of dol-
lars the state paid out to
fravdulent unemploviment
claims during the pandemic,
along with Newsom's mis-
steps, such as attending a
lobbyist's birthday party at
Napa Valley's French Laun-
dry restaurant afier asking
Californians to refrain from
similar gatherings.

But other Newsom critics
say the recall campaign
must tap into discontent
over homelessness, sky-high
housing costs and other cen-
tral issues beyond the pan-
demic if the effort hopes to
succeed.

“People want to get out
and do things they haven't
done forayvearand ahalf sol
think the challenge is getting
their attention on issues
that are not related to the
pandemiec,” said Republican
political consultant Tim
Rosales, who is not affiliated
with the recall campaign.
“The gquestion is: Will people
be thinking about that stuff
again or will they say, “Hey
ook, I just want to get back
to my life*?™

Rosales pointed out that
the Democratic governor's
political fortunes could rise
or fall over the next several
months, but Newsom's pro-
specis appear bright at the
moment. California has the
lowest COVID-19 test
positivity rate in the nation,
driven in large measure by
high vaccination rates and a
state budget windfall that
could top $30 billion by next
summer. The governor has
also vowed to reopen Cali-
fornia’s BConomy b
mid-June.

But that could change in
an instant if the state sees
another surge in virus cases,
as other states and coun-
tries, including India, have
experienced, or if the lives of
Californians are upended by
more familiar threats —
wildfire and drought.

[See Reeall, AT]

Gray Davis faced
a different state
Changes sinee recall vote
in 2003 may benefit Gow.
MNewsom, Mark Barabale
writes. PERSPECTIVES, A%

Atlanta officer

is reinstated

A panel says the cop

who killed Rayshard
Tooks was fi im-

properly. NATION, At

Red vs. blue in
noose logo fight
The debate in Placer-
wille isn’t just about
racism, Erika D. Smith
writes. CALIFORNIA, Bi
Weather

Patchy fog, then sun.
L.A. Basin: 7750, B8

LI

7 s

GnrEoorio Bonoia Asscclated Prass

FINNEGAN LEE ELDER reacts during the verdict.

Verdict in Italian officer’s slaying

Two Californian friends are sentenced to life in pris-
on in a small-time druog sting gone awry. woRLD, AS

BUSINESS INSITDE: A judge blocks the CDC’s nationwide moratorium on evictions. A8
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Trump’s
ban from
Facebook

is upheld

Its Oversight Board o
for a reevaluation of
decision within & months

=

Facebook's Cwersight Board
on Wednesday upheld the social
network’s ban on former pres
dent Donald Trump but punted
the ultimate decision back to the
eompany, bringing into focus the
regulatory vacuum around soek
media  and  galvanizing Face-
book's critics.

The ruling opens & new chap-
ter in the glohal dehate over the
largely unchecked power of so-
cial media giants, whose plat-
forms have become the def
political megaphone for
world lemcders even as o
mation d hate |
mented on the sites, RI“KI
action is also on the horizon,
with lawmakers promising that
by the end of the year new
legizlation will hold companies
to mccount for their failure to
police disinformation during the
pandemic and the 2020 presi-
dential election.

Facebook  first  suspended
Trumyp for encouraging violence
during the Capitol riot Jan.
before saying the next day that
the ban was “indefinite” Twao
weeks later, it referred the case to
20-member Oversight Board,
which is largely independent and
funded by the social network
But the board on Wednesday
handed the decision
Facebook, wcnnnlwndln-\'1h1t it
either permanently ban or rein
state the president within six
months — and write clear rules
to explain the rationale

“They cannot invent new wn-

SEE FACEROOK 0N Azl

What comes next: The ball is in
Uhve social rmedia giants court, A21

Cili

VRS HTCRID PO S FOR THE WASHINGTON POST
Laurfanne Despeghel and Mario Romere Zavala suspected the Mexieo Clty government's
coronavirns death count was Inaccurate. Thelr work eventually proved them right.

en sleuths dive into

data for virus’s true toll

BY Many BETH SHERIDAN

MEXICO CITY — The mystery surfaced early
in the pandemic. Hospitals were jammed
irus victims, but the official
aprpenred suspi-

with ecoronav
death count in Mexico Ci
sy how,

how to uncover the
“I think the data ex

heard that death certifics
databaze at the c

teing at her dining roo

afternoon, Laurianne Despeghel, a 31-

ar-old economic consultant, elicked from

chart to chart on her laptop, puzzling over
1 todl.

she typed to Mario
Romero Favala, a fellow math geck. She'd
es were stored ina
s civil registry. But it

hm, pair uncover Me:

Favala messaged back with an idea “T'm going
to hurry” the 37-year-old software developer

wrote,
b c't]lcd:lte\
tahle
days after thei

Mexicos
commpared

would be tough to crasc k. A day later, Bomeno

n\m?rq thon, the
that arcund 8,000 more pe
in tl:rﬁl\.l five |mmlh~. of 2020

more than twice the gove:
covid-19 fatality total.

I think by tomorrow morning we'll

Despeghel typed.

use game with the

¥ yea il
nee, Just
conclude
ple had died in

roment’s confirmed

SEE DEATHS ON Als

Judge vacat

Administration
backs waiving
vaccine patents

U

BY DAN DIAMOND,
Ty

anm JE

The Biden administration on
Wednesday threw its support be-
hind a eontroversial proposal
waive intellectual property pro-
tections for coronavirus vaccines,
with liberals framing it as a neces-
¢ bid to speed the shots to
1s in the developing workd,
ile the dmg industry warned of
devastating effects to vaccine pro-
duction.

7. Irade Representative
Katherine Tai said the United
States will now move forward
with international discussions to
waive the protections for the do-
ration of the pandemic. U.S. offi-
eials helped block a World Trade
Organization proposal that was
introduced last vear o stop en-

WORRY OVER EFF

JCT ON PRODUCTION

>rals say move will speed up global inoculation

forcing patents for coronavins-
related medical products. Dozens
of developing countries have
pushed for the proposal i
it would allow them bo T
produce their own generic vac-
cines rather than wait months or
years for sufficient doses.

“This is a global health crisis,
and  the extraordinary  circum-
stances of the COVID-19 pandem-
call for extraordinary measures.
I'he  Administration  believes
stromgly in intellectual prope
protections, but in service of end-
g thiz pandemic, supports the
waiver of those protections for

SEE PATENTS ON ALo

COC modelng: Virus could be
under control by this summer. AS

Equity: Effort aims 1o bring tests,
vaccines to lowincome areas. AL0

moralorium

BY KVLE SWENSON

A federal judge in Washington,
DC., ruled Wednesday that the
Centers for Disease Control and
Frevention overstepped its legal
authority by issuing a nationwide
eviction moratorium, a rling
that conld affeet millions of strog-
gling Americans.

In a 20-page order, U
Judge Dabney Friedri i
the CDC order, first put in place
during the coronavirus pandemic
under the Trump administration
and now set to expire June 30.

“It is the role of the polit
branches, and not the courts, to
assess the merits of policy mea-

national
on eviclion

sures designed to combat the
spread of disease, even during a
global pandemic” the order
states. “The question for the Coart
is a narrow one: Does the Public
Health Service Act grant the CDC
the legal authorigy to impose
nationwide evietion moraorinm?
It does mot”
The Biden administration has
dicated that it will appeal the
[i ion. The ruling does not af-
fect state or local eviction morato-
rium=. In Washington, DWC., for
CEHAILP the ci government’s
ban on all evictions remains in
place,

Landlords and property cowners

SEE EVICTIONS ON Az2

GOP set to boot Cheney from post

L. Sei

BY MARIANNA SOTOMAYOR,
JACQUE ALEMANY
ann F ClA SONMEX

House Republicans are poised
to oust Rep. Liz Cheney (Wyo.)
from leadership because of her
eonfrontations  with  Donald
T election, muark-

the
ning ties to the
of Republics m that

ruled the GOP before the former
president's ascendancy.
Cheney is expected to be re-
placed as the No. 3 House Repub-
lican leader by Rep. se Stefan-
ik (2 o onectime moderate
whose recent rise was propelled
by her embrace of Tromp and
vigorous defense of his actions
during both his impeachn
trials. Trump endorsed her for
the job Wednesday, as did Rep.
wve Scalise (La the partys
SEE CHENEY ON A8

IN THE NEWS

lise back House leade

Rep. Liz Cheney {Wyo.) has cor
Domald Trump over his false elect

The Take: Chensy's woes

ge as she slams ex-pres

ident

B CTLEAREY, THE WRSHING T O PLE

dl ko Blast former prosident
m clatms, drawing rebukes from
clnding Rep. Steve Scalise (La.), right, the No. 2 leader.

wow GOP's cowardly surrender to a lie, A2

U.S. birth

BY WiLLiam Wan,
Tara BANBAMPOUR
AND JULIANNE MOSHANE

The birthrate in America fell
4 percent last year. marking the
biggest annual decrease in dee-
ades — suggesting the corona
rus pandemic has taken the coul
already existing dowmward
ol into overdrive.

New provisional data released
Wednesday |-\.' the Centers for

nd Prevention
lhe h:r111|'||e in 2020
dropped for the sixth consecutive
year. The steepest decline oe-
curred in the last part of the year,
when the first habies conceived
during the US outbreak would
have been bormn.

Before the pandens mieri-
can woamnen were already T
fewer childre
life or choosing to ot

ate the lowest

indemic exacerbaled
a years-long downward
trend, data shows

Births per 1,000 women ages 15-44

AN
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MICHAEL ROSINSON CHAVEZ THE WASHINGTON POST

TCE depor
o the lowest i
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s plommmeet The April total fell
wmithly level on record.

THE MATION
Congress jomal Tremo
crats have tweaked thel
margues voting righs,
campaign-finance and
ethics bill ahead of a
vote next we Ad
Observers at a (GOP-
bedl Ballod recount in Ari
state President
WO, T
ported unattended bal-
Fots and lapeop oomp
ers, the secretary of st
said in aletter. As

3 With the White House
under new manage-
ek, strongmen and
nationalists who cozied
up o President Donald
Trump are seeing their
fortunes fall. A6

THE WORLD

In Seotland, o move
ment to break away
from the United King-
dom is at the heart of an
election. A1z

In Israel, opposition
leader Yair Lapid was
given a chance o form a

Om the hlcc‘nl.enm of
Mapoléon 'I‘.-|||.1p<||

death,
Emmanue] [\-
a tribute seen a
clection maneuver. Au
THE ECOMNOMY
Melinda French Gates
will have the opportu-

dren at all

Ihe newly released

THE VELSHINGT T

data indicated a sharpening of

that trend. The UL

nity to set her own phill-
anthropic course after
her divorce from Bill
dzates. A

Adver a backlash and
stock plunge, Peloton
agreed 1o
Plus tre;
has been tied 10 dozens
of accidents and one
death. A20

As the cconomic recov-
ery picks up steam, the
White House is grap-
pling with how to react
to reports of labor short
ages and worries over
possihle inflathon, Azz
Snap can be sued, a
-|mlm- ruled, over the
Wpp's “spesd
which plaintifis
allege encourages

birthrate fell

THE REGION
A firefighter sued
Montgomery County,
AsSErting a Wrong
geted no-knock 'pu
raid on I||>.hm'|||: LT
ized his
Aulvocstes lbrulluunlg.
WURELEEN O g0t less at a
popular Marvland

sach destimation nrged
an appeals conrt to de-
clare Choean City's han
unconstitutional . B
Labror activists push-
ing Seq k B War-
ner (D-Va.}j o
pro-umnic
amew

ctic: cake, deliv-
ered to his doorstep. B1
Do, Mayor Muriel B

Bowser's pand ermic
an dancing has noi
plans for weddings and
other events. Bl

i

INSIDE

in decade

across races, ethnicity and almost
all age groups.

Roughly 3.6 million babies
were born in the United States in
2020, a decline from about
495 million in 2009, Tt is the
o mumber of hirths sinee
1e Itisalso the largest one-year
drop im births, in percentage
terms, simce 5, the the
Baby boom ended, said Phili
Cohen, a sociologist
wversity of Maryland.
ile the panc

-

nie may have
accelerated the decline, it did not
cauze it; the slowdown had been
ongoing for decades hefore the
ric. Even before the pan-

onset, the birthrate had
1 tor LT3 births per woman,
after peaking in 1957 at 3.77births
per woman. It dipped in 1980,
reased slightly a d de later
and has sinee continwed on a
steady decline.

“It's a shock but not a change in
direction,” Cohen said, noting a
SEE BIRTHRATE OF AR
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A tie that binds
For some parents of
young adults, the
pandemlc offered an
CPportunity to fanm
new connections.

STYLE

Next for Ruddy?
KNewsmax's CEQ
v on publici
Kow, the election
denier is gettin
wrmwanled scoutiny, CL
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ARTISTAS QUE
TAMBIEN SON
GALERISTAS

—cultura

Impulsados por las limitaciones
causadas por la pandemia,
creany comercializan sus
propias obras, Pagina 24

ESCANDALO EN
LOS TRIBUNALES
DE MENDOZA

—seguridad

Imputaron al juez federal
Walter Bento por sus presuntos
vinculos con bandas narco.
Pigina 28

Zanetti también sale
campeon desde la

oficina

Ahora como vicepresidente de
Inter, celebra el scudetto: “El
techode Lautaro noestiala
vista”, avisa. Deportes, pigina 4

LA NACIO

JUEVES 6 DE MAYO DE 2021

LANACION.COM.AR

UNA MINISERIE
PARA ACERCARSE
A JANE AUSTEN

—espectaculos

Sanditon, una adaptacién
televisiva de la novelainconclusa
de laescritora britinica, se
estrena hoy en Film & Arts.

Alineado con Cristina,
Fernandez radicaliza su
discurso contra la Corte

copierno. Tras el fallo adverso por las clases, apunto a los jueces, los medios y la oposicion

EnunactojuntoaCristina Kirchner
yluegode enfrentar un falloadver-
so de la Corte Suprema, el presi-
dente Alberto Fernindez extremd
ayer sus criticas contra la Justicia:
acusdalos magistrados deusarlas
sentencias para “favorecer a can-
didatos” opositores v de estar “al
servicio de los poderosos”, Lo hizo

tres semanas después de haber re-
comendado ir a la Justicia a quie-
nes cuestionaban las restricciones
adoptadas. “A los que no les gusta
querecurranalaJusticiayque con-
siganqueun juez lesdigaque yoes-
toy equivecado”, dijo el 16 de abril.

El Presidente también sumd a
los medios en sus criticas, lanza-

das desde el escenario montado
en Ensenada para la entrega de vi-
viendas. En ese acto, el oficialismo
buscd mostrar unidad tras la crisis
desatada por la imposibilidad del
ministro Martin Guzmén de echar
dl subsecretariode Energia Eléctri-
ca, Federico Basualdo, que tene el
apoyodelavicepresidenta. Paginal4

EL ESCENARIO
Elvyugo que llevaal
Presidente al limite

Carlos Pagni
Paginal?

Frustran en Colombia |
la toma del Congreso

EI Murndo—CARACAS (Para La Macion) — En el octavo dia de manifestaciones en Colombia,
que hasta ayer dejaron 24 muertos, un grupo que protesté contra la reforma tributaria
intentd tomar el Congreso, pero fue frustrado por la intervencién policial. Pagina 10

EL ANALISIS

Madrid y las
lecciones de
una votacion
en pandemia
Martin Rodriguez Yebra

1la de la politica espafiola, basd

enlasimplicidad deunapalabra
la campafia que la llevéa arrasaren
las elecciones regionales de Madrid:
“libertad™.

Su ejemplo resuena en medio
mundoyes frutode analisisurgentes
enlosdespachos de lapolitica argen-
tina, otro pais que se ASoMaa Unos.oo-
miciosdeterminantesen el paisajein-
clertodel segundoafiode pandemia.

I sabel Diaz Ayuso, la nuevaestre-

Ayuso se ofrecid a los espafioles du-
rantelosdltimos 14 mesescomouna
cruzadacontralas prohibicionesque
elvirusimponia mientras se cobraba
vidasdeamiles. Tuvolahabilidad po-
litica deinstalar de maneraexitosala
nocion deque en Espaiia selibrauna
batallaentrelosque quieren encerrar
alagente-¢l gobiernodel socialismo
con laizquierdaradical de Podemaos—
¥y quienes seempefian en romper las
cadenas. Continia enla pigina 1l

Seguin la UCA,
sin los planes
la indigencia
seria el triple
ESTUDIO. Hubiera
afectado al 27.7% de la
poblacion y no al 9,8%
Pagina20

CORONAVIRUS

Biden apoya
suspender
las patentes
de las
vacunas

La Casa Blanca busca
acelerar el proceso de
inmunizacion global;
largas negociaciones

Rafael Mathus Ruiz
CORFESPONSAL EN EEULL

WASHINGTON.~ El gobierno
de Joe Biden decidid apoyar la
suspension de los derechos a la
propiedad intelectual de las va-
cunas contra el coronavirus, en
un intento de aumentar su pro-
duceidn global. Se trata de un res-
paldo inéditoy crucial a favor de
una iniciativa que puede torcer
lalucha contrala pandemiaenel
peor momento de la crisis, “Esta
esunacrisisde salud global. y las
circunstancias extraordinarias
demandanmedidasextraordina-
rias”, dijo ayer la representante
comercial de Estados Unidos, la
embajadora Katherine Tai. Con-
tinida en lapagina 9

Una buena noticia para el
pais, pero que llevard

Registran la
cifra mas alta
de muertos
por Covid

Con 663 muertos informados
ayer por las autoridades sanita-
rias, el pais registrd la cifra més
alta en una sola jornada de toda
la pandemiay ubicd ala Argenti-
naenel puestol4entre los paises
con mayor cantidad de decesos
por Covid-19. El total de muertos,
desde el inicio de la pandemia,
llegda 65.865.

En tanto, se confirmaron
24,079 casos positivos mas, lo
que lleva el total de contagios a
3.071.496. Ayer cursaban elvirus
en camas de terapia intensiva
5342 infectados. Paginad



Un togque de atencidn para
la solucian argentina de los
problemas argentinos

Jueves 6.5.2021

S BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA - PRECIO: $ 110,00

ClarinX

Unavidaa pleno : 3 Pizziresiste, tras el empate
Los60de Clooney e de Racingcon San Pabio.

Actor, directory productor. Cumpleanos con varios éxitos.

El equipo argentino fue mas. EI DT

Ylesregal6 US$ 1 millénacada unodesus14amigos. e l hablé de camparia en su contra. es
Era un pedido de organismos internacionales y varios paises TRAS EL CASO BASUALDO

- ° s, Subela presion
EE.UU. apoyalaliberacion iirchnerista

sobre Guzman

depatentesparaquemas rorelusode

fondos del FMI

”
aises produzcanvacunas -
Parrilli, corwocd a la Comision de
Presupuesto para que apruebe hoy

un proyvecto en el que le reclama al

El presidente Joe Biden respaldard el unadocena de paises, entreellos la Ar- Argentina, expectante ministro de Economia que destine

levantamiento de los derechosdepro-  gentina. “Son circunstancias extraor- _— 1SS 4 300 mill delEMIal
piedad delasvacunascontrael Covid.  dinarias’, anuncié la representante de La dE:*CISID['I de EE.UU. paiisjde-mian:]luzn;;lzi ;Ieten;iaa
Lainiciativa habia sidoimpulsadapor ~ EE.UU.en el organismo. Es una medi- podria abrir la puerta a un usarescmlontoparaabonarpagus
Indiay Sudéfrica en la Organizacién da clave para acelerar la produccién, aumento de la demorada

W a de ladeud 1 i LB
Mundial de Comercio, y avalada por perollevard tiempoimplementarla.p20  Provision de vacunas. e e e

PRESIDEMCIA DE LA NACION

CORONAVIRUS

Por datos que
no se habian
cargado, lacifra
demuertosllegd
ab663enundia

En pleno avance de la segundaola,
ayer se produjo otro dia récord de
muertes por Covid, A la cifrade 663
decesos se llega porgque San Juany
Catamarca no habian cargado 131
fallecimientos en meses previos.
Los contagios fueron 24.079.r.29

AUTORIZADOS POR ANMAT

Prohiben laventade
testrapidos de
Covid enla Provincia

“Lafotodelaunidad”, segin Alberto, con Cristinacallada Con el argumento de que son de

“uso profesional excluyente” p.2s

Del Editor

Asi definid el Presidente el encuentro en Ensenada, donde compartid un acto con Massa, Kicillof y la vicepresidenta, que
permanecié en silencio. Se repitieron las criticas a la Corte y buscaron mostrar cohesidn en medio de la interna furiosa. r.3

. , Héctor Gambini
CONTROVERSIA INSOLITA Luego de la reapertura de Disneyland, queellaestabadormida. “El beso no
. "y w en California, periodistas del diario puede ser de amor verdadero si sdloel ~ 4

QuleI'EIl pI‘Ohlbll‘ San Francisco Chroniclecriticaronel  Principe sabe loque estd pasando”, di- . ]"a 1dea fi]a de p

paseodel parque en homenajeaBlan-  jeron, abriendo una polémica que in- Cristina y la lrmpCIén
El bESO SalvadOI' canieves. Aseguranqueelbesoconel  cluye rechazos de varios especialistas. de1 Ej'e Bllbl:l
a Blancanieves que el priﬂt‘ipe devuelvelavidaala Esotro debate que envuelvela Dﬂlé'

heroina, no fue “consensuado” por- micacultura de la cancelacion. p.4s Rz
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AND 10T & N° 33636

EUA apoiarao
suspensio de
patentes de
imunizantes

0O governo dos EUA decla-
rouoniem que apoia asus-
pensao de patentes de va-
cinas contra a Covid, mu-
dando a politica que vinha
defendendona OMS. O ob-
jetivo da medida seria per
mitir aceleracio da produ-
caode imunizantes em pa-
ises em desenvolvimento.

No Brasil, ONGs pressi-
ONA Para gue o governo
mude sua posicio. Saides1

Capitais com mais
de 90% de lotacdao
de UTIs caem a 10

Saiide B4

Sob pressao de depoimen-
wos de dois ex-ministros da
Sande na CPI da Cowvid, Jair
Bolsonaro fez bravatas ao
Supremo e ataques a China,
sugerindo gue o coronavirus
poderia tersido criado em la-
boratdrio pelo pais asidtico.

&

QUINTA-FEIRA, 6 DE MAIO DE 2021

Ameacado, Bolsonaro faz
bravata ao STF e ataca China

Presidente volta a falar em decreto contra medidas restritivas e sugere que Pequim tenha criado virus

Ele voltou a falar em decre-
to para impedir gestores de
fecharem o comércio ou li-
mitarem atividades. Em re-
cadoaoSTE disse: “Mao ouse
contestar [o decreto], quem
quer gue seja. Sei que o Le-
gislativo nfo contestard”.

[Razdes da minha saida] se devem,
basicamente, i constatacio de que

eu nao teria a autonomia e a lideranca

Para especialistas, apesar
da insisténcia do presiden
te, ndao houve alteracio que
Ihe permita “canetadas” sem
aval do Congresso —tam-
pouco barrar a autonomia
de governadores e prefei-
tos no combate & Covid-1g.

Bolsonaro também reedi-
tou o discurso agressivo con
tra Peguim, principal forne-
cedor de matéria-prima para
as vacinas. Segundo ele, "os
militares [brasileiros] sabem
que € guerra quimica, bacte-
rioldgica e radioldgica”™

“ Essa falta de autonomia ficou mais
evidente em relagio as divergéncias

coOm o governo quanto i [...] cleroquina

Nelson Teich, ex-ministro da Sadide do governo Jair Bolsonaro, durante depoimento & CP| da Covid no Senado Poder As

EM SAUDADES (SC), FAMILIAS SE DESPEDEM DAS CINCO VITIMAS DO ATAQUE A CRECHE OCORRIDO NA TERCA-FEIRA

R% 5,00

“Qual o pais que mais cres-
ceu seu PIB? Nao vou dizer
paravoceés!” A China cresceu
2,3% em 2020, Poder Ad e AS
PAIMNEL
Manaus virou laboratério
do virus, diz vice do AM aa

ANALISE

Igor Gielow
Depoimento mostra
limites da CPI as

Willian Ricardo, IshootFothapress

#pas veldrio coletive no ginasio municipal, cidade catarinense de g.0o0 habitantes enterrou em chogue os corpos de trés bebés de um ano, uma agente educativa e uma professora  cetidiano B6

SP passaa vacinar quem
tem comorbidades; tire
didvidas saide B2 e B3

Que vacinas sio aprovadas
no Brasil? Coronavac,
Ouford/AstraZeneca,

Pfizer e Janssen, esta ainda
nao disponivel no pais

Todas elas seguem
protocolos de seguranca
internacionais? Sim

Clinicas particulares

vao vacinar? Empresas
podem comprar doses,
mas devemn dod-las ao SUS
durante a vacinagao de
grupos prioritarios; depois
poderao ficar com metade

Aimunizacio impede a
infecgio pelo virus ou
seus sintomas? Porora
sabe-se que reduz casos
SINLOMAEticos € SeVeros,
mas Nao se ela impede a
infeccao. Vacinados podem
transmitir o virus e devermn
continuar a usar mascaras
2 evitar aglomeragdes

Ha contraindicacbes para
tomar awvacina? Houve
relatos de trombose

em vacinados com a de
Oxford, mas n3o se provou
relagdo com o fArmaco

s1211_u3066

B9
Chelsea bate Real
Madrid e fara final
da Champions com
Manchester City

Iustrada B13
Morte de Paulo
Gustavo pode ser
fim do lucrativo fildo
de comédias do pais

Esporte

Murismo B17
Aprenda a proteger
o seu dinheiro da
desvalorizacao
antes de viajar

Vacinacio il
i ase
no Brasil Brasil 10,6
% da populagao -
- _

e Ms 10,6
Dados das 20k de S.mai
"Acima de 18 anos RS 11,0

MiEdia mivel de 7 dias ES s’s

***Em relagio 2 14 dias

Lira intervém e abre caminho
para reforma tributaria fatiada

O presidente da Camara, Arthur Lira (PP-AL), decidiuli-
mitar debate ao plenario, favorecendo plano do ministro
Paulo Guedes (Economia) de nio discurir a fusio ampla
de impostos federais, estaduais e municipais. MercadoaAls

Copom eleva de novo Selic em
0,75 ponto, a 3,5% a0 anNo wwao >

Prorrogacédo do prazo
para declaraciio de
Imposto de Renda até
31de julho é vetada a6

Cobertura da

12 dose primeira dose”
208 g isew
26.8 l 1 F
50
26,1
as
27 i

AUDIENCIA/MES
PAGINAS VISTAS 248.038.517
VISITANTES UNICOS 43.521.315

Produgiio industrial cai

2,4% em margo € zera
ganhos na pandemia,
mostra IBGE aie

Niameros da pandemia

Casos Obitos
Total 16,9 mi  £14,6 mil
5.mai** 59,0 mil 2.329
Variagao™™ " -7.2% -16,4%
Em 24 h 75,7 mil 2791

EDITORIAIS A2

Fiasco tributdrio

Acerca de revés na reforma
do sistema de impostos.

Justica absolve
Temer e Cunha e
rejeita ‘quadrilhao’
A Justica Federal da 1 Re-
giao absolveu o ex-pre-
sidente Michel Temer, o
ex-presidente da Camara
Eduardo Cunha, o ex-mi-
nistro Geddel Vieira Lima,
oempresdrio José Yunese
OULros 0ito Nomes acusa-
dos de integrarem o “gua-
drilhio do MDE", poderas

Thiago Amparo

Lei de Seguranca
Nacional 2.0
Proposta pela Camara, a
LSN 2. areduz danos, mas
mantém autoritarismos
como crime de honra con-
tra o presidente. Na nova
e na velha LSN, cuidado,
hi o perigo do guarda na
esquina, e 0 guarda estd
na Presidéncia. opinisoaz
Passa a escrever &s quintas-feiras

Retrocesso politico

Sobre propostas nocivas
para mudar lei eleitoral.

Suspeito de ovada
em bolsonaristas

€ preso em casa
Sem mandado, policiais
entraram no apartamen-
o de um morador de Be-
lo Horizonte e o prende-
ram sob suspeita de atirar
ovos contra bolsonaristas.
no sibado (1°). Ele negou
a acio e foi liberado apds
= horas. A PM de Minas
diz apurar o caso. Peder Aé

ENTREVISTA
Margarete Coelho

Projeto que revoga
LSN nio é recado

Relatora da proposta que
revoga a Lei de Seguranca
Macional, a deputada Mar-
garete Coelho (PP-PI) diz &
Folha nao se tratar de re-
cado ao governo. Apos aval
da Cimara, o texto foi en-
viado ao Senado. Poder A7

Legado militar na
seguranca publica
é questionado

Poder ALO



ULTIMAHORA

Esumoon, juees b

Semana

Lga b rayor fona de dostuontos pam mamg,

www.ultimahora.com ot e on e e T

Vicepresidente también abogoé por préstamo para investigacion agropecuaria

Ejecutivo impulsa su criticado
proyecto de ley para pandemia

De aprobarse facultara al Gobierno aplicar restricciones y sancionar a quienes incumplan.
En Salud ya analizan bajar a 70 afios la edad de las personas a ser vacunadas.

Las consultoras
paraguayas dicen ser
marginadas de obras
en Yguazi y Acaray

PAGIA 18

Se hizo por via de |a excepcién

CGR objeta al IPS
compras por unos
G. 15.000 millones

PAGINA 22

Bonificaciones en pandemia
ANDE dio medio
millon de délares
en pagos extras
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« Sans la liberté de blamer. il n'est point d'&loge Aattenr « Beaumarchais

COVID -19
POURQUOI L’ EPIDEMIE
A ENFIN ENTAME

* SA DECRUE eanceis

LE FIGARO LITTERAIRE

BARNES, GRAINVILLE, DUTEURTEE...
NEUF ECRIVAINS CELEBRENT FLAUBERT

ET SES PERSONNAGES NOTRE SUPPLEMENT

MEMOIRE
Macron : «Napoléon
est une part
de nous » eac

SSET 31
MALI
Un nouvel otage
aux mains
d'al-Qaida race 0
ESPAGNE

La droite domine
le scrutin madriléne

PAGESI0ET 21

FOOTBALL
Le bilan de
la campagne

européenne du PSG
PAGE I7

ENTREPRISES

Le voyage d'affaires
ne retrouvera
jamais son niveau
d'avant-crise race24

BOTANIQUE
Ala (re)découverte
desj ]al cllns dartistes

PAGES 32 F

ART
Jean-Marie Rouart:
«Je suis convaincu
que toute ceuvre

doit rejoindre un
espace public e

CHAMPS

LIBRES

» Les chroniques

d'Eric Zemmour

et de Luc Ferry

» Le téte a téte

et l'analysede

Charles Jaigu

; =, »Ungrand
g entretien

s iy, avec
Bernard-

Reponses ala question
mercredi:

Souhaite-z Vous gue

le port du masque

& l'extérieur ne soit plus
abligatoire cet été 7

oul
T2%
TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 183770

NON
28%

Votez aujourdhui

sur lefigarofr

—— Etes-vous favorable ala
légalisation du cannahis ?

LLUSTRATION : FABEN CLAIREFOND -
SARAH MEYSSONNER/REUTERS

FLODE GREGOIRE /ABACAPRES S.C0M

Légalisation du cannabis
le débat divise la majorité

Alors que I'exécutif affiche une grande fermeté dans sa lutte contre le trafic de stupéfiants,
un rapport parlementaire soutenu par des députés LREM propose de légaliser cette drogue.

C'est la «mére des batailles » du
président de la République,
Emmianue] Macron. Lutter con-
tre la drogue, celle qui « pourrit
Iz vie = de ceux qui la consom

ment, selon le ministre de I'n-

pied contre

térieur, Gérald Darmanin. Celle
qui codite aussi la vie & ceux gud
la combattent, comme ce poli-
cier tué mercredi soir 4 Awvi-
gnon. La police lutte d"arrache

lion o wsagEe;

I'explosion  des

trafics et de la consommation,
dans un pays qui compte 1 mil
guatidiens, me-
nant une politique de harcele-
ment contre les points de deal...
qui réapparaissent inlassable-

ment dés leur démantélement.
En méme temps, des députés de
la majorité ont rendu, mercredi,
un rapport qui defend une ligne
diameétralement opposée : s
proposent une legalisation «ré-

glementée », dénancant I'échec
de la politique actuelle et "« hy
pocrigie s de la fermeté prési-
denticlle. Le but affiché est
pourtant ke méme : lutter contre
les effets delétéres de la drogue,

= LA POLICE FACE AU DEFI DE LEXPLOSION TRAFICS ET DE LA CONSOMMATION - A MONTPELLIER, LE CHEF DE L'ETAT PASSE, LES TRAFIQUANTS RESTENT
< UN RISQUE I'ALTERATIONS CEREERALES CHEZ L'ADOLESCENT - EN CREUSE, LES PLANTS DE CANNAEIS COTOIENT DESORMAIS LE ELE PAGES 2 A 4 ET LEDITORIAL

Xavier Bertrand:
«Les apprentis
sorciers

du macronisme
déroulent %
le tapis rouge

a Marine Le Pen»

Dans un entretien au Figaro, le candidat 4 la présidentielle dénonce les manceuvres politiques du chef de I'Etat
en vue des élections régionales et invite les Francais « a tourner la page du macronisme » en 2022, PAGESGETT

E EDITDR].AL par Laurenoe de Charette |decharette@lefigaro fr

Dangereuse rhétorique

aut-il légaliser un produdt qui « poir
rit ba vie et séme la mort », selon "ex-
pression du ministre de 1'Intérieur 7
On pourrait croire la réponse évi-
dente... Eh bien, non ! La question de
la légalisation du cannabis revient, encore et
encore, sur le devant de la scéne, inlassable-
ment poussée par ses fervents partisans, Alors
quun policier vient d'étre tué par balle au
cours d'une intervention antidrogue, les argu-
ments du camp autoproclamé du « cool» ap-
paraissent moins convaincants que jamais,
Laconsommation de cannabis ne cesse d’aug
menter, et il faudrait, pour la freiner, I'autori-
ser? Drdle de rhétorique que celle des amis du
chanvre! Cest ainsi qu'on a pu voir mardi un
députe Libertés et territoires brandir un joint &
I"Assemblée au nom de la protection de la jeu
nesse,., Mais par quelle étrange pédagogie fu-
metise voudralt-on convainere kes adolescents
de la dangerosite d"une substance que nos ins-
titutions auraient adoubée? Le triste constat
de 'explosion de la consommation de canna-
bis, des trafics et des violences n'appelle-t-il
pas plutdit 3 renforcer la prévention et lalutte 7
Clest ici quiimmanduablement les pro-légali-
sation brandissent I"étendard du « réalisme = :

la répression n'est parvenue A éradiquer nd les
consommateurs ni les dealers, disent-ils, ces-
sons donc de réprimer, Le nouveau rapport
parlementaire LREM en faveur d'une « légali-
=ation régulée» s'inscrit dans cette veine. On
peut pourtant v lire que I'immense majorité
des consommateurs nécopent qued un rappel
4 la lod ou d"une amende et que les peines pro
noneees pour les trafiquants classent la France
troisieme pays européen le moins répressif!
Woila qui rela-

Des arguments tivise I'effectl
vite de la «

PELL pression= en

Convaincants question.  Ah,

la chaine pé-
nale frangaise... Ces chiffres ne devraient-ils
pas inciter au sursaut, plutét qu'a une démis
sion, qui, mécaniquement, en entrainera
d'autres dans son sillon? Envisage-t-on sé
rieusement la reconversion des dealers en
commergants cotisant 4 I"Urssaf 7
Emmanuel Macron a fait de la lutte contre les
trafics de stupéfiants le nerf de la guerre contre
I"insécurité et les réseaux séparatistes. 1 lul res
e a convainere ses amis que la kgalisation du
cannabis n"entre pas dans le plan de bataille. m

En Ecosse,
I'indépendance
au coeur

des élections
régionales

Le Brexit a secoué les fonda-
tions de l"unlon, exacerbant
les tensions en Irlande du Nord
et, surtout, encourageant 1"in-
dépendantisme doossais. Boris
Johnson a beau €tre bien ins

tallé au pouvoir, son refus de
toute nouvelle consultation
risque d'étre difficllement te

nable en cas de poussée éecto

rale des indépendantistes lors
de ce premier scrutin depuis le
divorce avec I'UE. La premiére
ministre Nicola Sturgeon esti

me que le Brexit, auquel les
Ecossais étaient opposés, a
changé la donne. PAGESBETS
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Tensions rise

over Jersey

as PM deploys -

armed boats

No 10 says measure is
‘precautionary’in face of
French blockade threat

Daniel Boffey and Lisa 0'Carroll

Boris Johnson dispatched two Royal
Navy patrol boats last night to pro-
tect Jersey from a feared blockade
by French fishing vessels, in an
escalation of a dispute over post-
Brexit access to waters around the
Channel island.

The move followed talks last night
between the prime minister and the
chief minister of the British crown
dependency, John Le Fondré, who
had warned Downing Street of immi-
nent movements by French fishing
boats to cut off the island’s main port.

Jersey's government had already
been reeling from comments on
Tuesday from France's minister for
maritime affairs, Annick Girardin,
who had warned that the island’s

electricity supply could be turned off

in retaliation over alack of access for
the French fishing fleet to its waters.

The two Rayal Navy river-class
patrol boats, HMS Severn and HMS
Tamar, were being deploved vester-
day and today respectively. Both are
armed with two on-deck machine
guns and cannon designed to pro-
tect against fast-moving attack craft,

HMS Tamar, which at 0.5 metres
is the larger of the two vessels, has
an additional two mini-guns. Last
maonth it became the first Roval Navy
warship to be painted in dazzle cam-
ouflage since the second world war,
designed to make it more difficult
for the enemy to judge its speed and
where it is heading.

The mobilisation echoes the cod
wars of the 1970s, when there were
clashes on the high seas between Brit-
ish vessels and Ieelandic fishers.

A Downing Street spokesperson
said: “This evening the prime min-
ister spoke to the chief minister of
Jersey and the minister of external
affairs, lan Gorst, about the prospect
of ablockade of Saint Helier.

“The prime minister and chief
minister stressed the urgent need for
a de-escalation in tensions and for
dialogue between Jersey and France

on fishing access.” @e
The spokesperson

Alarm as pandemic hits
early cancer diagnosis

Exclusive
Denis Campbell
Health policy editar

The number of people being
diagnosedwithcancerearly hasplum
meted during the Covid pandemic,
sparking fears that many will be

s1211_u3066

treated only when it is too late to
save them.

Official figures show a third fewer
cancers were detected at stage one,
when the chances of survival are
highest, in the early months of the
pandemic than during the same
menths a year before

Cancer experts fear that @e

Black Lives The little girl who took
on the segregationists - and won ©«

Hand of Gord
Brown makes
final pitch for
Labour votes

in Scotland
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Trial suggests tweaked
jab neutralises variants

Sarah Boseley
Health editar

The first “tweaked” vaccine against
the Covid variants that have emerged
inSouth Africaand Brazil has success

fully neutralised them in laboratory
trials, the US firm Moderna has said.

The results of the small trial
suggest that boosters against the
variants will be feasible and could
potentially be distributed this vear
te counter the threat from vari-
ants that have appeared around the
world and are feared in some cases
to be more transmissible or partially
vaccine-resistant,
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Leading companies have been
racing to produce adapted versions
oftheirCovid vaccines. Pfizer/BiolN-
Tech, which has a similar mRNA
vaccine to Modemna's, and Oxford/
AstraZenecaarealsointhe processof
developing tweaked vaccines against
the South African variant, B1351,
and the Brazilian variant, P1, which
appear to be the major threats tocur
rent vaccine programmes.

Moderna became the first to
announce results last night. They
appear to be very positive, although

only basic information
from an initial analysis of



