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chief Yellen said

she is neither predicting
nor recommending that the
Fed raise rates as a result of
Biden’s spending plans, walk-
ing back comments earlier
Tuesday when she said rates
might need to rise to keep the
economy from overheating. Al
+ Shareholders at Gen-
eral Electric and AT&T re-
jected the companies” ex-
ecutive-compensation plans
in nonbinding votes. AL

+ Consumers and a fresh
round of stimulus money

demand for imported
goods to a record in March,
widening the ULS. trade gap. A2
# Pfizer raised this year's
sales forecast for its Covid-19
wvaccine to about $26 bil-
lion, a 73% increase from
an earlier projection. Bl

* CVS said demand for
Covid-19 vaccinations has
fallen by about 30% recently,
as the company reported a
3.5% rise in revenue. BL

+ The Nasdaq fell L.9% as
technology and other
growth stocks stumbled.
The S&P 500 lost 0.7%, while
the Dow edged up 0.1%. B1

+ Apollo swung to a first-
quarter profit from a year-
earlier loss as the wvalue of
its investments soared. B12

# Lyft said demand for
rides improwved in the first
quarter compared with
much of last year. B4

* Krispy Kreme filed paper-
work for an IPO, becoming

one of the latest firms seek-
ing to tap public markets. B2

World-Wide
e e

+ The Biden administration
said it would begin reallo-
cating some Covid-19 vac-
cine doses to states with
higher demand for shots and
direct pharmacies to offer
walk-in vaccinations, as the
president aims to get 70%
of the adult population at
least one dose by July 4. A1
+ A spring surge in Covid-19
cases is beginning to recede
in Europe as the continent's
wvaccine rollout gathers pace,
boosting hopes of a broad re-
opening of the region’s econ-
omy before the summer. A8
* Israel's missed
a deadline to form a mew gov-
ermument, a development that
could spell the end of his 15-
wear rule if his opponents
can patch together their
own alternative coalition. A9
# Chauwvin’s lawyer filed a
motion seeking a new trial,
alleging prosecutorial and
Jjury misconduct, and say-
ing a change of wenue
should have been granted. A3

<+ A group of major compa-
nies and business organiza-
tions carme out against a Texas
wvoting bill, after debating how
aggressively they should be
inwolved in state legislation. A6

- Minority Leader
MeCarthy said he has con-
cerns about the ability of
GOP Rep. Cheney, a Trump
critic, to serve as one of
the party’s top leaders. A6

+ Manhattan federal prose-
cutors have asked a judge to
appoint an outside authority
known as a special master to
oversee a review of materi-
als seized from Giuliani. A6
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TRAGEDY ON THE TRACKS: At least 24

died and

ed in Collapse of Subway Bridge in Mexico City
e e ol Edsell T i - 3 e— . ‘

more were injured when an elevated section on the Mex-
ico City subway collapsed, sending train cars plunging. The city's mayor said a support beam under the railway buckled. A9

Facebook’s Secret Rulebook
Confounds Penalized Users

By KIRSTEN GRIND

In Facebook Jail, many users
are serving time for infractions
they don't understand.

Colton Qakley was restricted
after ranting about student
debt. The recent graduate of
the State University of New
York at New Paltz posted that
anyone who was mad about
loan cancellation was “sad and
selfish.” His sentence: three
davs without posting on Face-
book.

Alex Gendler,
writer in Brooklyn,

a freelance
NY., got a

similar ban after sharing a link
to a story in Smithsonian mag-
azine about tribal New Guinea.
Nick Barksdale, a history
teacher in Oklahoma, served 30
daws recently after jokingly tell-
ing a friend “man, you're spew-
ing crazy now!™

Mone of the three guite un-
derstand what they did wrong.

“If you use the term ‘crazy,’
does that automatically met you
banned?” asked Mr. Barksdale.

The plight of baffled users
caught in Facebook’s impene-
trable system for adjudicating
content has reinforced the com-

pany's reputation for heavy-
handed and inept policing of its
online platforms. The problem
is increasingly acute as law-
makers and the public focus on
the wvast power social-media
companies hold over the flow
of information.

The company’s newly
formed Owversight Board—a
sroup of 20 lawyers, professors
and other independent experts
who consider appeals to deci-
sions made by Facebook—has
been charged with interpreting
Facebook's numerous detailed
rules  governing everything

from the depiction of graffiti to
swearing at newsworthy fig-
ures.

The board's most closely
watched decision is expected
Wednesday—whether Facebook
appropriately applied its rules
when it booted former Presi-
dent Donald Trump indefinitely
from the platform.

Lawmakers have repeatedly
grilled Mark Zuckerberns about
the issue, prompting the CEO
to repeat his mantra that no-
body would ever think such
delicate work should be han-

Please turn to page AI0

Yellen
Backs OfIT
Comment
On Rates,
Inflation

Treasury chief doesn’t
foresee a problem but
says Fed has tools if
price pressure builds

By Kate Davinson

WASHINGTON —Treasury
Secretary Janet Yellen said
Tuesday she is neither pre-
dicting nor recommending
that the Federal Reserve raise
interest rates as a result of
President Biden's spending
plans, walking back comments
she made earlier in the dawy
when she said rates might
need to rise to keep the econ-
omy from overheating.

“1 don’t think there's going
to be an inflationary problem,
but if there is the Fed can be
counted on to address it,” Ms.
Yellen, a former Fed chair-
woman, said Tuesday in an in-
terview at The Wall Street
Journal’s CEQ Council Summit.

Ms. Yellen suggested earlier
Tuesday that the central bank
might have to raise rates to
keep the economy from over-
heating if the Biden adminis-
tration’s roughly %4 trillion
spending plans are enacted.

Lawmakers are debating
the merits of the administra-
tion’s spending proposals,
which many Republicans have
said are too costly and risk
stoking inflation. Consumer
prices jumped 2.6% in the yvear
ended in March, compared

Flease turn to page Ad

# Economists debate who pays
for corporate tax rise.—.... A4

# JPMorgan’s Dimon sees
strong growth into 2023 B3

AT&T, GE
Investors

Oppose
CEO Pay

Shareholders at General
Electric Co. and ATET Inc. re-
jected the companies” executive
compensation plans in nonbind-
ing votes, the latest blue-chip
companies to be rebuked by in-
vestors over how they paid
leaders during the pandemic.

By Thomas Gryia,
Theo Francis
arnd Drew FitzGerald

MNearly 58% of GE shares
were voted against the board’s
compensation practices, ac-
cording to an initial tally an-
nounced at the GE annual
meeting Tuesday. Less than
half of shares cast at AT&T's
meeting last week supported
the telecom and media giant’s
compensation plans, the com-
pany said Friday. Neither com-
pany has disclosed full tallies.

The two widely held stocks
add to a growing list of big U.S.
companies that hawve failed to
garner shareholder support for
their executive compensation
plans this yvear. Such advisory
votes are nonbinding and rarely
fail to win owverwhelming share-
holder support. But some insti-
tutional investors have used
them this year to woice their
displeasure with Starbucks
Corp. and Walgreens Boots Alli-
ance Inc., among others.

Executives at both GE and
ATET received special stock
awards in 2020 that made
them among the highest-paid
business leaders last vear, a
difficult period when the pan-
demic disrupted business,
tested managers and cost mil-
lions of people their jobs. The
median CEQ received compen-
sation of $13.7 million in 2020,

according to a Wall Street
Journal analysis in April.
Asset manager Allianz

Global Investors said its stew-
ardship committee decided to
Please turn fopage A2

Births in U.S. Hit 41-Year Low

The number of babies born in America last year was the
lowest since 1979, decreasing 4% from the pricr year. A2

Annual births 1957, baby-boom peak 2020
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Biden to Reallocate
Unordered Vaccines

To States

By Tarin ParT1
Anp AnprEW RESTUCCLA

WASHINGTON —The Biden
administration said it would
begin reallocating sOme
Covid-19 wvaccine doses to
states with higher demand for
shots and direct pharmacies to
offer walk-in vaccinations, as
the president aims to get 70%
of the adult population at
least one dose by July 4.

President Biden said Tues-
day he also wants 160 million
.S, adults to hawve the full
course of the vaccine by that
point, which he said would
mean administering about 100

in Need

million shots owver the next 60
daws, The U.S. administered
about 220 million shots in Mr.
Biden’s first 100 days, but the
pace of vaccinations has fallen
in recent weeks, according to
the federal Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. About
56% of U.S. adults had re-
ceived at least one dose as of
Monday, according to the CDC.
Meanwhile, Pfizer Inc. in-
creased this year's sales fore-
Fleagse turnto page AT

#+ EU ramps up shots, easing
wvirus threat.....—
* Pfizer raises sales forecast
For vaccine...——
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Berkshire Hathaway’s Stock Price
Is Too Much for Computers

*

Warren Buffett won’t split shares, which
are fast approaching Nasdaq’s limit

By Avexwanper Osirovici

Berkshire Hathaway Inc. is
trading at more than $421L,000

per Class A share, and the
market is optimistic. That's a
problem.

The price has

grown so high, it
has nearly hit the
maximum  number
that can be stored
in one Common way
exchange computers
handle digits.

On Tuesday, Nas-
dag Inc. temporarily
suspended broad-
casting prices for
Class A shares of
Berkshire over sew-
eral popular data feeds. Such
feeds provide real-time price
uplates for a number of online
brokerages and finance web-
sites.

Nasdaq's

computers  can

Warren Buifefit

only count so high because of
the compact digital format
1he_'.' use for communicating
The biggest number
can handle is
$429,496.7295. Nasdaq is rush-
ing to finish an upgrade later
this month that
would fix the prob-
lem.

It isn't just Mas-
dag. Another ex-
change operator, TEX
Group Inc., said in
March that it swould
stop accepting inves-
tors” orders in Class
A shares of Berk-
shire Hathaway “due
to an internal price
limitation within the
trading system."”

It’s the stock-market ver-
sion of the YZK bug. And it's

ming an increasingly ur-
zent issue as shares of Warren
Please turn fo page AIO
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We have a problem

Will regulators bring the Spac

down to earth?

race

Behind the Gates

How billionaire couple’s divorce will
affect their foundation — pace 2

USA S2.50 Canada C53.00

Climate conditions

Three things that must happen at

Metro disaster
Mexico looks
for answers

An aerial view of the elevated section of
Mexbon City’s metro line that collapsed
on Lo a busy road on Menday night, kill-
ing at least 23 people and injuring a
further7a

President Andrés Manuel Lipes
Obrador has promised a full ywvestiga-
tion into the accident, which claimed
the lives of several children. The
recemthy buflt section of lne in s south-
eastern suburb of Mexico's capital has
been plagued by problems since it
opened. The ciiys metro s one of the
world sbusiest services.

The train, which snapped into a
w-shape, was left suspended on the col-
peed track above a pile of rubble on

T A g

Yellen fuels tech sell-off by raising
prospect of interest rate increases

& Warning on US ‘overheating’ e Backing for $4tn stimulus & Nasdaq hit hard in early trade

ERIE PLATT — HEW YORK

SAMES POLITI — WASHINSTON

S Treasury secretary Janst Yellen has

warned that interest rates may need to
rise to keep the US ecomomy from aver-

heating. comments that exacerbated o

sell-off in technology stocks.

The former Federal Reserve chair
miade the remarks in the context of the
Biden adminkstration’s plans for $4tn of
infrastructure and welfare spending. on
top of several rounds of econo mic stinm-
ulus in response to the pandemic,

“Tummay be that interest rates will have
to rise somewhat o make sure that our
economy deesn't overheat, even though
the additional spending |5 relathvely
small relative to the size of the econ-
amy,” she said at an svent hasted by The
Atlantic magazine.

Yahoo's new owner bets
on sport and retall finance

Tha latest awner of Yahoo s making
a bet on beting. Private equify group
Apclio has agreed venzon's S5on
asking price. in doing so i1 risks joining
a string of media and tech leaders for
whom the faded web ploneer became
a ﬁﬂm'h‘ﬂ of thelr reputations. But
rhe deal Is a steal against Micrasafrs
S45bn offer 15 years ago. Apalle aims
10 Tumn Yahoo Sports info a gambling
platform and develop Yahoo Finance,
with its huge retall investor following.
Anabyshs = PAGET

“Ba v oould cuuse some very modest
increases in interest rates to get that
reallocation, But these are investments
our economy needs o be competitive
and tor e productive,”

Investors and economists have
argued about whether trillions of daol-
larsof extra federal spending, combined
with the vaccine rollaut, will spar infla-
tlon, The debate comes as stimulus
cheques that have been sent Lo consum-
ers fuel a market v that has lifted
equities o record e

Jay Powell, the current Fed chair, has
sald that he belisves inflation would
only be “transitory™ and the central
bank has promised to stiok flirmly to an
ultra-loose monetary policy until sub-
stantially more progress has been made
inthe economic recovery.

’T]le?uull:l]ll of interest rates rising
has been a risk flagged by many inves-
tors since Joe Biden's presidential vic-
tory, even as markets have rallied.

Yellen's comments heaped more pres-
sure on shares of high-growth compa-
nies, which had fallen sharply early yes-
terday. The tech-heavy Masdag Com-
posite was down 2.8 per cent at noon in
Mew York, while the benchmark S&pP
S00WAS 14 per cent kower.

Hawever, market interest rales were
little changed after the remarks, with
the yield on the 10-year Treasury al 1.59
percent.

Yellen recently insisted that the Us
stimhes bill and plans for more massive
government investment inthe economy
were unlikely to trigger an unhealthy
jJumpin inflation. The US Treasury sec-

rebary also expressed coinfid ence that if
inflation were to rise more persistently
than expectsd, the Federal Reserve had

the “tools™ to deal with it.

Janet Yellen:

Treasury secretarics generally do not
opine on specific monetary policy
acthons, which are the purview of the

“These are

Ped, whereas the Fed chair generally

investments refrains from commenting on policy
U ST towards the dollar, seen as the preroga-
needs ta be tive of the Treasury secretary.

campelitive Yellen's comments at the Atlantic

and proeductive”

event were taped on Monday. She said

that Biden's spending plans would
address structural deficlencies that
haveafflicted the US economy fora long
time. “We've gone for way too leng let-
ting long-term problems fester in our

economy,” she said.

The day in markets page 7

Modi under fire over slow dispatch of

medical relief aid as Covid cases soar

BEHJAMIH PARKIN — DANGALDAE
WM EATMIN AND
JYOTENA SINGH — MEW DELH|

Emergency medical aid is pouring into
pandemic-stricken India from around
the world as the government seeks to
fend off criticism ever the show pace of
dispatching supplies to hospitals and
states ln desperate peed.

Dedicated relief flights from countries
including the UK, the US, EU member
states, Talwan and Uzbekistan have
delivered hundreds of tonnes of sup-
plies, with more expected in the coming
s from Israel and ebsewhere.

The inflow of oxygen generators, con-
centrators and cylinders, life-saving
drugs and other medical equipment
marks the first time India has accepted
large-scale Internathonal hunanitarian
abd since the 2004 Boxing Day tsunami,

reflecting the magnitude of the crisis.
India has in the recent past refused 1o
accept intermational relief, which it felt
was ot in keeping with its self-image as
an emerging global power.

Prime Minister Marendra Modi'’s gov-
ernment was fiercely criticised by oppo-
sition politicians over the glow pace of
the ald’s distribithon, and the lack of
clarity on wheve the rellefis golng, Many
hard-hit statea sald lhe; had not

Tved am said
bu;lphesmlesﬂ.llsltthngmwmhnuses
we ezt and demand from the
government . . . share it with every
Indian: where haathis aid come from,
and where is it going?” said Pawan
Khera, a spokesperson for the opposi-
tion Indian National Congress. *Youowe
o the public.™

Ina statement yesterday, the central

government said the authorithes were

working #2417 to fast-track and clear
thegoods an arrival ™

It listed 28 institwtions in India that it
said had received equipment. A1l possi-
ble efforts are done to ungack, repack
and dispatch these [goods] with the
least possible turm-around time.”

Rudra Chaudburi, director of the
Carnegie India think-tank, said the
relief effort had been hbampered by the
high number of Covid-19 cases among
Indban officials. But e said the govers-
ment should provide further clarity on
which emergency supplics went where,
something itdid not specify: “It'sa very
important issae for donors, recipients
and publicoonfidence ™

The official aumber of corenavirs
cases in India soared past 2om this
week, with more than 350,000 infec-
thonsdetected daily.
L cricket suspended paga
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Briefing

» Blinken rejects talk of China cold war
Top UsS diplomat Antony Binken has thrown out
claims that Washington is entering a cold war with
Bedfing, telling the FT e resists “putting labels an
st relationships, inchuding this one”™— sase 2

= Plizer eyes [ull-year jab sales of $26bn
The Us pharmagceutical group has sharply lited
sales forecasts for its Covid-1% vace ne afler sesing a
£3.5bn contribution in the first guarter. The jab is
sobd in more than 50 countries.— PAGE 5 LEX, PAGE 18

» Flush US banks seek to cut cash deposits
The wave of cash flooding balance shests during the
pandemic has prompted Wall Street baders to urge
corparate clients to move money out of deposits,
Thee abundance drags on bank profits.— pacse s

= Fauci issues vaccines patentwarning
Chief U8 presidential medical
adviser anthony Faud has told
the FT that forcing drug groups
to ditch intellectual property
rights risks backfiring if it leads
o Jong legal dispuates. — race 3

» Wivendi and Mediaset to settle legal feund
The battle that pitched Vincent Balloré against the
farnily of Silvio Berhusconi is to end with the French
group selling most of its 29 per cent of the alan
broadcaster over five years.— PAGE 5 LEX, PAGE 16

+ China banks accused over deforestation

Research has cast doubt on Bedjing’s ambitions to be

a leader in the climate change fight by showling that

its banks are prominent financers of commodities
pl d in rainforest def PASE 4

» Central bankers urge action for women
Isabel Schnabel, excoutive board member of the
ECE, and Delgada, deputy head of the
Bank of Spain, have called for more dedsive action
Lo profaole wWoemen's careers i econommic:.— PACE 4
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CARLOS GAUNA captured this image of a shark nearing people just off the coast. *These types of encounters

have always been happening,” he said. “Which shows you really just how low the number of attacks arc.

Now you
see 1t: just
how close
sharks get
to pcople

Drones show great
whites are common in
the surf zone. Chief
Brody needn’t fear.

By JoE MoOZINGO

Carlos Gauna sSurveys
the wind-blown waves off a
popular Santa Barbara
County beach. It is a cold,
gray afternoon and only a
few people are in the water: a
father teaching his son to
surf, a lone man wading in
the whitewash.

Gauna launches his wvi-
deo drone, hoping to spy
what might be moving
stealthily among them —
great white sharks.

In decades past, this
might have seemed a quix-
otle venture. Great whites
were thought to be some-
what rare in these southern
waters, wandering now and
then from the wilder coast
up north. Most surfers con-
sidered it supremely im-
probable that one of these
apex predators was hunting
for food at their break.

he advent of drone pho-
tography has devoured that
notion

Gauna SsSpots a great
white within a minute and a
half of launch, The animal
weaves languidly in the surf
line, about 100 yards from
the father and son. “Wow,
he’s in the waves,” he says.
“That is so pretiy.”

Soon he has locked his
screen on four more juwenile
sharks, all near shore.

Gauna is not surprised.
Unlike Police Chiel Martin

[See Sharks, A12]

Decades of data
say it’s hotter
MNormal temperature
in the TI.S. is a degree
higher than 20 years
ago,. PERSPECTIVES, A2

Republican feud
brews in House
Kevin McCarthy sig-
nals he would bacl
ousting Liz Cheney as
a leader. NATION, A8

Arson suspect
known by staff
A S§T-year-old man has
been charged in San
Gabrial Mission fire.
CALTFORNIA, Bl
Weather

Patchy fog, then sun.
LA, Basin: 80/61, B8
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NELVIN C. CEFEDA San Diege Unian-Tribune

SANDRA ORTIZ, left, her son Bryvan Chavez and Yeritzel Chavez hug at the
San ¥sidro entry point in San Diego. Ortiz and her son were separated in 2017,

Split apart at the border,
family is together again

Mother and son, separated 3 years ago under
Trump’s migrant policy, reunite in San Diego

B¥ KATE MORRISEEY,

CINDY CARCAMO AND MoLLy O"TooLE

SAN DIEGO — More than three yvears
ago, Bryan Chavez hugged his mother in-
side a U.S. immigration office, terrified
that he would never see her again.

“You are not going to see her anymore,”
the female U.S. immigration officer told
Chavez, according to his account. Then
the officer turned to his mother, Sandra
Ortiz. “And you will go to prison.”™

Mother and son were separated.
Chavez went to an immigration facility in
California. His mother, who didn't pass an
initial asylum screening, was deported to

Mexico.

They were among the earliest family

separations during the Trump adminis-
tration, well before splitting families be-
came publicized TU.S. policy. More than a
thousand families remain separated, but
the long ordeal for Chavez and his mom is
finally over.

Omn Tuesday afternoon outside the San
Y¥sidro Port of Entry, the main border
erossing point into San Diego from Ti-
Juana, the pair were among the first four
families separated by the Trump adminis-
tration to be reunited under President
Biden. Chavez brought a bunch of red, sil-
ver and pink Mother's Day balloons to
make up for the years he couldn™ shower
herwith gifts.

When he saw her, his hands flew to his
face. overcome by emotion. They held
each other, crying as people brushed by

[See Reunite, A7)

latimes.com

Move to yellow
tier fuels hope
for a rebound

Fasing of restrictions
gives businesses a
sense of optimism that
good times are ahead.

By Luges MONEY,
Farra E. PINHO,
DAvID BAHNISER
AaND Rowa-Gorna Law 11

Los Angeles County is
seeing new signs of a resur-
gent economy, with plam-
meting coronavirus cases al-
lowing for a faster-than-ex-
pected reopening of bars
and expanded capacity for
restaurants and other busi-
nesses.

In progressing Tuesday
Lo the least restrictive yellow
tier of California’s color-
coded  reopening  system,
the nation’s most populous
county can now unshackle
its economy to thewidest ex-
tent possible, sparking hope
for significant recovery in
sectors long battered by the
pandemic.

A swath of businesses
and wvenues — including
restaurants, gyms, movie
theaters, amusement parks,

will be able to operate at
higher capacity starting lat-
erthis week. Indoorbars will
e able to reopen without
being required to serve food.

The relaxed restrictions,
details of which will be re-
ased Wednesday and go
into effect Thursday, are ac-
companied by a newlound
sense of optimism in a re-
gion that was a national
epicenter of the pandemic
Jjust a few months ago, with
hospitals pushed to the
brink and staggering num-
bers of people dying every
day.

After peaking at 241
deaths a day over a seven-
day period in January, L.A.
County is now recording
about 18 COVID-related
deaths a day — the lowest
such figure since the au-
tumn.

California now has the
lowest coronavirus case rate
of any state and, if the grow-
ing crowds in business dis-
tricts. malls and restaurants
are any indication, residents
long locked down are feeling
safer about going out.

Doane Liu, executive di-
rector of the L.A. Depart-
ment of Convention and
Toursm Development., said
that at the worst point in the

LAUSD won't add
to the school year

District drops the idea
amid opposition from the
teachers union and no
clear CoOnsSensus among
pArents. CALIFORNLA, B2

A train wreck that many saw coming

Mexico crash kills 24
and incenses those
who say warnings
were long ignored.

BY PATRICK J. McDONNELL.,

KATE LINTHICUM
AND CECILIA SANCHEZ

MEXICO CITY — It was
dubbed the “Golden Line
the shiny and pricey show-
plece of a Mexico City Metro

system long plagued by
overcrowding, crime and
sketchy service.

But the $2-billion new ad-
dition, inaugurated with
much fanfare in 2012 and for-
mally known as Line 12, soon
became infamous for what
critics considered shoddy
design, safety shutdowns
and allegations of corrup-
tionin its construction.

On Monday night, Line 12
was the site of the deadliest
Metro incident in almaost 50
years: An overpass col-

[See Wreck, A4l

HECTOR VIVAS Getly Images
RESCUERS wheel away one of the 79 people injured after a raised subway track
carrying a train cellapsed over a bustling avenue Monday night in Mexico City.

pandemic, occupancy at the
clty's hotels fell below 2096,
That figure has already
topped 50% and is on track
to approach TO%% by
mid-2022, he said.

The L.A. Tourism and
Conwvention Board., a non-
profit group that markets
the city, has begun running
ads with the message “Start
Your Comeback”™ in 20 na-
tional media markets.

Tourism is & huge piece of
the county’s economy, and it
was devastated by the
COVID-19 pandemic. Some
boosters hope to see the sec-
torsignificantly recover dur-

[Sec Reopen, AT]

NATION’S
VACCINE
EFFORT
IN ‘NEW
PHASE

As inoculation rates
drop, Biden wants to
make it easier to get a
COVID shot and sway
more people to do so.

By CHRIs MEGERIAN

WASHINGTON — Con-
fronting concerns that too
many Americans aren’'t get-
ting vaccinated, President
Biden said Tuesday that his
administration was begin-
ning a “new phase” of its
COVID-18 inoculation cam-
paign to convince more peo-
ple to get ashot, and to make
it easier for them todo so.

At stake is his promise to
curb a contagion that has
taken nearly 600,000 lives
and cost milllons of jobs in
the 1.8, — and make it safer
for people to gather for
Fourth of July barbecues, a
symbolic goal that Biden set
alittle more thanamonth af-
ter taking office.

“We need you. We need
wyou to bring it home,” Biden
urged Americans from the
White House “Gel wvacci-
nated. In two months, let’s
celebrate our independence
as a nation, and our inde-
pendence from this virus.”

With his remarks, Biden
made official an ongoing
shift in his administration’s
focus from a logistical chal-
lenge to produce and distrib-
ute enough vaccines to a
public education campalgn
Lo convines more Americans
that it's safe and important
to get inoculated. To the
consternation of health ex-
perts, the average number of
shots administered daily
has dropped by roughly one-
third in the last three weelks,
to 2.3 million from 3.4 mil-
lion, according to statisties
compliled by Bloomberg.

“We have enough vac-
cines,” the president said.
“Now that we have the vac-
cine supply, were focused on
convincing even more
Americans to show up and
get the vaccine that is avail-
able tothem.™

Biden zaid his adminis-
tration was laboring to make
it easier to get shots, unveil-
ing a new federal website,
vaccines.gov, to help people
make appointments and di-
recting pharmacies to allow
walk-ins. Mass vaccination
sites are being closed in fa-
wor of smaller clinics, doc-
tor's offices and mobile oper-
ations, part ofwhat the pres-
ident described as a “more
granular” effort. He's al-
ready urged employers to
give workers paid time off to
get vaceinated, with the fed-
eral government picking up
the tab.

[See Biden, AG]

BUSINESS INSIDE:

L.ow supply and high demand are creating a tight used-car market. A8
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[.a columna de

Facundo Campazzo

“Soy molesto, losé: soy una moscaen la

orejadel rival”, escribe el base de
Denver, sobre su trabajo en defensa;
“tomo comao un cumplido gque me
consideren fuerte en ese rubro™
Deportes, pAginag

S1L.800 millones. PAgina20

La AFIP dio suconsentimientoal plan de
pagos presentado por el empresario para
ingresar en la moratoria; la deuda alcanzaa

CRISTOBAL LOPEZ 1946-2021 )

PODRA LEVANTARLA | RODOLFO GARCIA. PIONERO

QUIEBRA DE OIL DEL ROCK Y MUCHO MAS
politica espectdaculos

Fue el baterista de Almendray Aquelarre, ¥
cruzd todoes los estilos; para Spinettaera“un
padre musical”; por sus valores, fue uno de

los midsicos mas queridos en el ambiente.

LA NACION

MIERCOLES 5 DE MAYO DE 2021 | LANACION.COM AR

La Corte avalo a Larreta por las
clases y desato la ira del Gobierno

panpemMIA. El mdximo tribunal sostuvo por unanimidad que el decreto que suspendié la presencialidad en el AMBA
viold la autonomia portena; Ferndndez cuestiond la resolucion y la vicepresidenta dijo que era “un golpe institucional”

La Corte Suprema de Justicia
determind ayer que el presiden-
te AlbertoFerndndez viold laau-
tonomia de la ciudad de Buenos
Aires con el decreto que habia
dispuesto el cese de las clases
presenciales.

El fallo fue undnime. Llevd las
firmas de Carles Rosenkrantz,
Horacio Rosatti y Ricardo Lo-
renzetti. Lajueza Elena Highton
de Nolasco no votd porque dijo
queel caso no era de competen-
cia originaria del tribunal.

Los jueces criticaron la falta
de fundamentacion del decreto
de Fernandez, advirtieron que
la emergencia tiene limitesy que
el gobierno nacional solo puede
“regular el gjercicio del derecho
a la educacién de modo concu-
rrente con las provincias™,

La reaccidn del oficialismao
fue virulenta. La vicepresidenta
Cristina Kirchner equipard el fa-
llo con un “golpe institucional *y
AlbertoFerndndez desafio: “Dic-
ten las sentencias que quieran,
vamos a seguir haciendo lo que
debemos”. El Gobierno enviard
enlos proximos dias un proyecto
al Congreso pararegularlas me-
didas de la emergencia. Pagina 2

Seis claves para entender
un fallo que impacta en el
futuro de las restricciones

Paz Rodriguez Miell
Pagina3

Tras el fallo de la Corte, Fernidndez habld ayer en un acto en Ezeiza junto a Kicillof

AXEL KICILLOF
GOEERNADOR BONMAERENSE

“Esdificil que los que
le hicieron dafioa la
educacion hoy se paren
como sus defensores”

ALBERTO FERNANDEZ

PRESIDENTE DE LA KACION

"Dicten las sentencias

que quieran; nosotras

vamos a hacer lo que
debemos”

TOMAS OUESTA

CRISTINA KIRCHNER
VICEPRESIDEN TA DE LA NACION

“Los golpes contra
las instituciones
democraticas[..]ya no
son como antafno”

EL ANALISIS

El peor
momento

del
profesor

Joaquin Morales Sold

LA NACION

s el momento mas
E dificil (y de mayor

fragilidad) de Al-
berto Fernandez. La Corte
Suprema de Justicia en-
mendd ayer al Presidente
yal profesor de Derechoen
tres fallos coincidentes por
haberse extralimitado en
sus funcionescomo jefe del
Ejecutivo. Muy pocaswveces
esta Corte fue tan undnime
en reprocharle a un presi-
dente la legalidad de sus
decisiones. El profesor fue
cuestionado en sus cono-
cimientos basicos, en los
saberes con los que, segin
¢, s¢ gana la vida El Presi-
dente siempre se ufana de
su condicion de docente
de la Facultad de Derecho.
Continda enlapagina 6

El PP arrasa en Madrid
e Iglesias deja la politica

ELEcCIONES. El iriunfo de Ayuso sorprende a Espania

MADRID (Para va nacton).— La “ba-
talla” en las elecciones regionales
de Madrid dejo ayer una clara ga-
nadora y provocd un “sismo” en la
politica espafiola. La candidata del
conservador Partido Popular, Isa-
bel Diaz Ayuso, arraso al obtener

65 diputados en una Asamblea de
136, mas del doble de los que tenia
hasta ahora. Los grandes derrota-
dos fueron el FSOE, con el peor re-
sultado en su historia, y Podemos,
cuyo lider, Pablo Iglesias, anuncié
su retiro de la politica. Pagina 13

Giro en la Casa Rosada:
Basualdo sigue en Energia

Economia. Guzmin le habia pedido la renuncia

Santiago Dapelo

L& NACION

Federico Basualdo no renunciara.
Martin Guzman, tampoco. Y no
habréinuevosaumentos de tarifas,
dijeronanochedos altas fuentesde

la Casa Rosada. El Gobierno busca
superar la crisis tras el fallido in-
tentodel ministro de Economia de
desplazaralsubsecretario de Ener-
gia Eléctrica, Esto dejo una clara
ganadora, lavicepresidenta Cristi-
na Kirchner. Contimia enla pagina 15

Duque
moviliza
tropas para
aplacar las
protestas

coLoMBIA Advertencias
internacionales por el uso
extremo de la fuerza.
Pagina 12
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Recusa de
presidente a
se imunizar
mina plano

Um plano de comunicagio
foi elaborado pelo gover
no federal na tentativa de
unir os brasileiros contra
a Covid eincentivar avaci-
nagao. A estratégia conta-
wva com Jair Bolsonaro to
mando a primeira dose,
com ampla cobertura da
imprensa, segundorepor
tagem da Repdrter Brasil.

Aestratégia, no entanto,
néo saiudo papel por cau-
sa da recusa do presiden-
teemseimunizar. saudeB1

Sao Paulo recebe
136 mil doses da
vacina da Pfizer

A capital paulista recebeu
135.720 doses do imunizan-
te da Phizer, que serfio usa-
das a partir de amanha.
Com atraso na campa-
nha, o governo federal faz
operacao para tentar aces-
sarexcedente devacinade
OULros paises. Satide Ble B2

Subnotificacio esconde

ao menos 30% de dbitos
A subnotificagio esconde
a0 menos 30% das mortes
que Nao aparecen nas es-
tatisticas oficiais, mostra
estudo. Segundo o traba-
lho, o pais ja estaria com
mais de 530 mil 6bitos. B2

Defesa afirma que nio
ha vagas de UTI, mas
planilhas divergem e3

EUA prometem ao Brasil
US% 20 mi em remédios
para intubagdo ae

Vacinacdo no Brasil
% da populacio vacinada®

2* dose 1* dose
Brasil 10,4 20,4
-— -
MS 10,5 26,2
RS 10,9 25,7
ES 8.4 22,5

Cobertura da primeira dose™

100%

Nameros da pandemia

Casos Obitos
Total 1£,9mi  £11,9 mil
&A™ 59,2 mil 2361
Variagao™*™ -7.8% -16,6%
Em 24 h 63,4 mil 3.025

Dades das 20h de &.mai "Acima de 18
anos ““Miédia mével de 7 dias **"Em
relacia a 14 dias

EDITORIAIS A2

Cartada de Mandetta
Acerca de depoimento de
ex-ministrod CPLda Covid.
Aposta equivocada

Sobre projeto para que-
bra de patentes de vacinas.

AUDIENCLA /MES

PAGINAS VISTAS 248.038.517
WISITANTES UMICOS 43.521.315

Cyet)

i

336355
2“!‘I‘,ll N

5400_u1165

GE

Recomendamos,
expressamente,
que a Presidéncia
da Repiiblica reveja
o posicionamento

A adocio de
medidas em sentido
contririo poderi
gerar colapso do
sistema de satide

e gravis
consequéncias

Luiz Henrigue
Mandetta

em carta para Bolsonaro,
em 28 de margo de 2020

QUARTA-FEIRA, 5 DE MAIO DE 2021

Mandetta afirma a CPI que
Bolsonaro ignorou alertas

Depoimento de mais de sete horas trouxe fatos vistos como graves pelo relator

Mo primeiro dia de depo-
imentos 4 CPI da Cowvid, o
ex-ministro da Saiade Luiz
Henrique Mandetta afirmou
que o presidente Jair Bolso-
naro (sem partido) contrari-
ou orientacoes da pasta pa-
ra 0 combate a pandemia.
Relator da comissio, Re-
nan Calheiros (MDB-AL) viu
as declaragbes como graves.

0 ex-auxiliar disse tam-
bém que o discurso negaci-
onista do mandatario pode
rer contribuido para a disse-
minagio da doenga.

Narrou, ainda a tentativa
do Planalto de alterar por de-
cretoa buladacloroquinaa
fim de incluir o tratamento
da Covid-19 entre as indica-
coes do medicamento.

Esporte BS

Manchester City vai
a sua primeira final
da Champions apos
bater PSG por2a 0

Corrida Bl14
Diogo Mainardi
pede demissdo da
TV Cultura depois
de xingamento

Ruy Casiro
Baratas

em panico
Trataram os brasileiros co-
mo se fossemos baratas,
mas, agora, num surto de
covardia que s6 nao cau-
sa mais repugndincia por-
que esperado, guem bus-
ca buracos para se escon-
der, como baratas em pa-
nico, sio eles. opiniso A2

0 ex-ministro da Satide Luiz Henrigue Mandetta, entre os senadores Renan Calheiros (MDB-AL)
e Randolfe Rodrigues (Rede-AP), apos depor a CPIda Covid  pedrs adeiea Folhapress

Rareia presenga
em missdo de paz,
prioridade militar
Em fevereiro de 2021, ha-
via 76 brasileiros servin-
do em missoes de paz das
Organizagoes das Nagoes
Unidas, menor quantida-
de deste século. O nimero
corresponde a 3% do pico
da participacao brasileira,
hi dez anos. poder 10

O senador governista Ci-
ro Nogueira (FP-PT) questi-
onou-osobre orientagio de
evitar hospitais aos primei-
ros sinais da doenga. Man-
detta qualificou acusacgdes
de gue teria dirto para sin-
ronmEAticos ficarem em casa
como “guerra de narrativa®.

A apoiadores Bolsonaro
fez troca do tema. Poder A4

R% 5,00

Pazuello alega contato
com infectados, e comissio
adia depoimento as

Andlise Natdlia Cancian
Em fala, ex-ministro tenta
escapar de nas da gestio as

Aniilise Igor Gielow
Pénico do presidente ganha
corpo com tinta dramatica ar

o hurﬁnrista Paulo Gustavo em 2019

Wictor Pollak/TW Globs

Ator Paulo Gustavo morre
aos 42 anos, vitima da Covid

O ator e humorista Pau-
lo Gustavo morreu ontem,
a0s 42 anos, em decorrén-
cia de complicagbes causa-
das pela Covid-1g. Ele esta-
vainternadona Unidade de
Terapia Intensiva de um
hospital no Rio de Janei-
ro desde o dia 13 de margo.

Com a carreira iniciada
no eawro, o artista virou o
maior fendmeno de publico
do cinema brasileiro. A tri-
logia “Minha Mie Euma Pe-
¢a’, estrelada pelo seu per
sonagem Dona Herminia,
vendeu cerca de 22 milhdes
de ingressos. Hustrada B10

Viaduto cai no México, derruba
metro e causa 24 mortes sunaoan

Apés intubacgio,
Bruno Covas
recebe alta da UTI

Bruno Covas (PSDB) rece-
beu alta para sair da UTI
depois de passar por pro-
cedimentos para estan-
car um sangramento no
estOmago. “Mais uma ba-
talha vencida’, escreveu o
prefeito de Sao Paulo em
rede social. cotdiane B7

LR E

E@ w0 /portosegura

Quem tem Porto,
tem a empresa mais
lembrada pelos
paulistanos quando
o assunto sao
seguros e servicos.

Agradecemos a0s NOSsos chentes, cometores,
prestadores e colaboradores por Sermos a marca
mais lembrada para seguros @ senigos.

Consulle seu Cometor ou saiba Maks armc wiswsporosaguno.com b

Homem mata pelo
menos 5 em escola
infantil em SC

Um homem matou ao me-
nos cinco pessoas e feriu
outras duas apds invadir
escola infantil no munici-
pio de Saudades (SC), na
manha de ontem. O agres-
sor, que foi detido, teria
usadoum facio, de acordo
com a policia. cotidianc BS

Lira decide acabar
com comissdo da
reforma tributiria
No dia em que Aguinaldo
Ribeiro (PP-PB) mostrou
relatdrio com fusio am-
pla de impostos cobrados
por Unifo, estados e mu-
nicipios, Arthur Lira (PP-
AL)anunciou extingao da
comissio mista da refor
ma tributdria. Mercadoarz

Deputados
aprovam projeto
que revoga LSN a2

Em metrdpoles, ricos
ganham 39 vezes saldrio
dos mais pobres as

WhatsApp langa servigo
de transferéncia em
parceria com bancos aza
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Salud promete tolerancia O para quienes quieran inmunizacion de privilegio

En manos de Congreso sancion
para oportunistas de vacunas

Ejecutivo presentd proyecto de ley para penar con 5 anos de carcel y 10 afios de
suspension en la funcién publica. Hay criticas porque la consideran muy restrictiva.

PAGRASZ. 378

También emitid facturas ir[egulares
Retamozo genero

pérdidas por G. 6.500
millones a Puertos

PAGINA T

INC y Petropar se suman a la lista
Crecen las criticas de

privados, pero sigue
pago de bonificaciones

PAGING 2

Fomentara competencia desleal
Gremios formales
cuestionan baja de
aranceles en frontera
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ENQUETE

UN PAYS FRAGILISE

PAR LE DECLIN

__; DEMOGRAPHIQUE races 617

SONIA MABROUK, RACHEL KHAN..

CES PERSONNALITES QUI REFUSENT

D'ETRE «RACISEES > pace14

JUSTICE

Les eoliennes,
mauvaise affaire
des propriétaires
PAGE 10

COVID-19

Pfizer teste un
comprime a avaler
dés les premiers
symptomes

FOOTBALL

Macron cherche le ton juste
pour commeémorer Napoléon

Le discours que le chef de I'Etat doit prononcer pour le bicentenaire de la mort de 'Empereur
est trés attendu. Il ne veut tomber «ni dans '’hagiographie ni dans la repentance ».

Si = commemorer » n'est pas
«célébrer », comme 1"assure
I'Elysée, cela n‘empéche pas

quennat. Ce mercredi, c'est
a I'Imstitut de France, puis
aux Invalides, que le prési-

nues notamment de la gau-
che associative et politique,
le chef de 1'Etat a décidé de

noncera un discours d'une
trentaine de minutes dans
lequel il abordera la question

legs de I’Empereur, comme
le code L‘j‘.‘il._ le code pénal,
le Conseil d’Etat, la Cour de

Le PGII.S SG o Emmanuel Macron de ren dent de la République va re- participer a la journée con- trés sensible du rétablisse cassation, la figure du pré-
battu et elimine par dre nombre d'hommages nouveler I'exercice. Malgré sacrée au bicentenaire de la  ment de 'esclavage.. et «en  fet, celle du maire, le bacca
Manchester Cjt—y depuis le début de son quin-  de trés fortes pressions, ve-  mort de Napoléon e, [l pro-  méme temps» les nombreux  lauréat..
FAGEE - LEMPEREUR DES FRANCAIS RESTE UNE FIGURE CONTROVERSEE DANS LA CLASSE POLITIQUE - UN DEBAT HISTORIOGRAPHIQUE QUI A EVOLUE
» UNE HISTOIRE A TRANSMETTRE. PAS A « DECONSTRUIRE » PAGES 2 3, 16 ET LEDITORIAL
ENTREPRISE
Le divorce surprise
de Bill et Melinda .
Gates race> Emploi : les
DEFENSE secteurs qui
Nouveau succes
pldisakiia e vont recruter
pour le Rafale dans les
PAGE 24 -
prochains

MUSIQUE mois
Crosby, Stills,
Nash et Young
rééditent leur Malgré la crise sanitaire, les

nt 1 treprises ont prévu d’em-
album événement ta

«Déja v »

baucher 2,71 millions de per-
sonnes en 2021, soit davanta-

PAGE 30 ge quen 2019, ["année
précédant "apparition  du
Covid. Selon 1"étude annuelle
k. b - ) & ~ de Pdle emplod sur les besoins
- Quelle Sous la-presSion des Républicain de mib~d'onrre, 1l ealew
ry Physionomie Muselier lache du lest postee dans Tagriculure
= pO].lt].quE P ainsi que dans les services ala
1 i sonne, dans la santé ou
: ETPTU_E‘??CE Le président de la région s'est expliqué devant Christian Jacob et le comité stratégique de LR 11 les a assurés de sa loyauté, Hans 1a restauration.
aq pes - ote avant de publier un commumigqué encore flou sur la constitution de sa liste pour le scrutin des 20 et 27 juin. PAGES 4,5ET15 PAGE 20
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£ ommémaorer n'est pas célé-
brers_.. Ce distinguo byzantin,
brandi par I'Elysée pour signi-
fler qu'Emmanuel Macron re
cherchait la plus juste - la plus
neutre ? - facon d'aborder le cas Napoléon
Bonaparte, a de quoi surprendre. Le général
victorieux, le Premier Consul, I'Empereur,

rains de '« antiracisme » et du «féminis-
me s 2 o Qu'on aille chercher dans histoire et
que I'on compare », lance-t-il dans le Mémo-
rial de Sainte- Héléne.

Avec Jleanne d"Arc, de Gaulle, Napoléon fait
partie de nos figures universellement con
nues. Sia Paris de belles ames s'émeuvent,
le monde entier reste fascing par ce destin. I1

de mardi : fait partie de I'histoire de France, et de  faut donc le commémorer, oui, le célébrer,
Le Parti LR dait-il quelle maniere! Que I'on songe simplement éw‘idurr}munl_ Cela
présenter sa propre liste 4 ce que fut ]g vie dt-.ug petit officier corse La France n‘c_-mp-FL_-he pas le tra
en Paca aprés l'accord devenu le maitre de I'Europe par son geénie lui doit vail critique des histo-
Muselier-L REM ? militaire, son €nergie et son audace, alliant riens, Parmi tant de
sa famille aux plus prestigicuses monarchies  Ne pal’t mérites, retenons-en
oul MNON européennes. «Cdsar ef Alevandre avaient d un : avoir hissé un pays
62% 3B un successeur », écrit Stendhal dés les pre h e SDII] . au-dessus de lul-mé
miers mots de La Chartreuse de Porme. 1maginaire me, et ce durablement.
TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 156198 Code civil, Conseil d'Etat, Légion d'hon- & La France des XIXv* et
Votez aujourd'hui neur, ]1_.'!.':.'«:. !.‘,'t'nriarmf:nx:_... la dette de la };){e lui d(:lll. e br.:l_lr_' pal_'l d_t: SOn organisa-
sur lefigaro fr France a son égard est immense. tion et aussi de son imaginaire historique et
N — Souhaitez— A-t-il commis des crimes? Hélas, 'escla littéraire - d'Hugo («Ce siécle avait dewx
== WERS vage en est un, comme la mort duducd’En-  ans... » ) a Aragon (La Semaine sainte).
. que le port du masque ghien, inutile et brutale, qui lui fut long-  1lluia légué une certaine idée d'elle- méme,
== alextérieur ne soit plus temps reprochée par les historiens. Des  qu'on pourrait résumer d'un mot magnifi
obligateire cet ét&? ) i R
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erreurs, des fautes 7 Sirement. Est-ce pour
cela qu’il faudrait le rejeter dans les téne-
bres, a I'aune des seuls canons contempo-

que, un mot qui a mauvaise presse aujour-
d' i, mais sur lequel elle a vécu pendant
pres de deux siecles : la grandeur. B
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Will the world's
longest-running play
save the West End?
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Labour alarm as party data
points to collapse in support

Exclusive Just 40% of
past backers set to vote
for Hartlepool candidate

Josh Halliday
North of England correspondent

Fewer than halfof recent Labour vot-
ers in Hartlepool say they will back
the party in tomorrow’s byelection,
according to internal data based on
the canvassing of more than 10,000

France may
cut power

to Jerseyin
row over fish

Daniel Boffey
Brussels

The French government could cut
off the electricity supply to Jerseyin
an escalating row over post-Brexit
fishing rights, a French minister has
suggested.

Responding to questions in the
national assembly, Annick Girardin,
the minister for maritime affairs,
said that she was “revolted” by the
UK government’s behaviour over
its waters and France was ready to
retaliate.

The British crown dependency
of Jersey, the largest of the Channel
Islands, relies on “the transmission
of electricity by underwater cable”,
Girardin said as she was questioned
by assembly members, raising the
supply as a point of leverage.

“Iwould regret it if we were to get
there® the minister said, but “we will
dosoif we have to

The comments mark amajor esca-
lation in a row over claims by French
fishers that they are being denied
access to UK waters.

David Frost, the former oe
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people - leading activists to fear a
historic Conservative victory.

Labour insiders told the Guardian
that polling from its ground cam-
paign in the town showed that only
about 40% of the party’s previous
supporters had pledged to vote for
its candidate, Paul Williams,

Such an outcome would deliver
a significant blow to Keir Starmer’s
leadership and a decisive Conserva-
tive win in a north-east England seat
that has elected a Labour MPat every
parliamentary election since 1964,

Labour sources said they were in
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“huge trouble” in Hartlepool and also
in danger of losing control of Sunder-
land and Durham councils for the first
time in halfa century.

Voters across England, Scotland
and Wales go to the polls on “Super
Thursday™ in the biggest set of local
and develved elections since 1973,

Hartlepool is the backdrop for the
first byelection since Boris Johnson's
landslide victory in December 2019. It
isseen asakey test of Labour’s appeal
toits heartlands just over a vear after
Starmerbecame leader with a pledge
torebuild the “red wall™.

Yesterday Starmer sought to man-
age expectations before what he said
would be a “very important set of
elections™ - but promised he would
take “full responsibility™ for his par
ty's performance.

He told the BBC that “I hope
we don't lose™ Hartlepool, which
strongly backed Brexit and has been
gradually slipping away from Labour
for years. He added he had a moun-
tain to climb to restore the party’s
standing with voters following its

performance at the 2019 oe
general election under
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Champions League Man City
thrilled to reach first final -
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Court told
police officer
murdered
ex-footballer

Vikram Dodd

Police and crime correspondent

A police officer murdered the for
mer footballer Dalian Atkinson, first
shooting him with a Taser stun gun
for 33 seconds, then kicking him in
the head as though striking a foot-
ball, causing his head to snap back
violently, a jury heard yesterday.

PC Benjamin Monk denies mur-
der and manslaughter following the
incident on 15 August 2016in Telford,
Shropshire, whichbegan at the home
of Atkinson's father.

Monk is alleged to have also fired
a Taser at Atkinson for nearly seven
times longer than the standard five-
second deployment.

Then, while Atkinson was on the
ground and apparently unrespon-
sive, the officer kicked him in the
head twice with such force that the
imprint of Monk's laces was left on
Atkinson's forehead, Birmingham
crown court heard.

One witness, the jury heard, said
that police “just started kicking the
shit out of him". The jury were told
blood from Atkinson was found on
Monk’s boots and after he was heard
totell a paramedic: “He may be a bit
bloody as I've had to kick him.”

Another officer, PC Mary Ellen
Bettley-Smith, is charged with assault
causing actual bodily harm, which
she denies, She is alleged to have
struck Atkinson with a baton while
hewas onthe ground. The jury heard
that the two police officers werein a
relationship.

Opening the prosecution case,
Alexandra Healy QC told the jury
that concerned neighbours had called
police at around 1.30am, with Atkin-
son said to have been shouting and
his behaviour described as bizarre.

Monk had used a Taser on Atkin-
somn Mwice without any obvious effect,
The former footballer had smashed a
pane of glass and was heard to shout
that he was the messiah and could not
be hurt. The jury heard Monk fired the
stun gun a third time, which felled
Atkinson in the street outside his
father’s home.

Healy said that a neighbour, Vic-

tor Swinbourne, saw what oe
happened: “He saw the



