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ndividual investors in

the U.5. are holding the
highest level of stocks on re-
cord as they up the ante by
borrowing to magnify their
bets or buy on small dips in
the market as major indexes
climb to fresh highs. Al

+ Basecamp’s move to ban
political conversations laid
bare a sharp divide in the tech
industry over how to navigate
potentially divisive issues. AL

+ Black homeowners are

having a harder time catch-
ing up on missed mortgage
payments than other borrow-
ers, new research shows. A2

+ Dell struck a deal to sell
its Boomi cloud business to
private-equity firms Fran-
cisco Partners and TPG, part
of a larger reordering of the
company’s business. Bl

* Revenue from Robin-
hood's pavment-for-order-
flow business more than tri-
pled in the first quarter, at
the height of the app-enabled
stock-trading mania. B1L

+ Warren Buffett defended
Berkshire’s imrestments owver
the past vear, while saving
his harshest comments for
some of the hottest invest-
ment vehicles at the com-

pany’s annual meeting. BL B2

# The judge in a high-pro-
file court battle between
Apple and “Fortnite” cre-
ator Epic Games will be
grappling with the guestion
of how to define a market
in the digital age. B1, B4

+ Smaller businesses are
proving to be a weak link
in China's economic recov-
ery as they struggle to
fully bounce back from the
effects of Covid-19. A9

World-Wide
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# Biden's ability o spend
£4.5 trillion on proposed
infrastructure and social
programs without boosting
deficits depends on a range
of political and economic
wariables, some of which
are beyond his control. Al
# Lawmakers and admin-
istration officials signaled
they expect talks on an in-
frastructure package to
ramp up this week, as Re-
publicans and the president
work to see if a bipartisan
deal is within reach. A4

# A boat that authorities say
was llegally smuggling mi-
grants into the US. capsized
off the coast of San Diego
with at least 30 people on
board, killing three. A3

+ The highly contagious
UK. variant of the Covid-19
virus, now the dominant
strain in the U.5., is making
the pandemic harder to con-
trol, but authorized vaccines
work well against it. AG

+ Israel extended its
Covid-19 vaccine passport
system to children who aren™t
yer eligible to be inoculated,
but who return a negative
PCR test for coronavirus. A8

# Farmers, whose partici-
pation is critical to meeting
the Biden administration’s
goals on slashing green-
house-gas emissions, say
they will need government’s
help to cover costs. A3

- A capsule with four
astronauts returning from the
International Space Station
splashed down safely in the
Gulf of Mexico, marking the
end of 168 days in orbit. A3
+ Died: Eli Broad, 87, bil-
lionaire philanthropist. A2
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Nighttime Splashdown for NASA Gives SpaceX a Lift

= T = T
RETURN: Support teams work around the SpaceX Crew Dragon Resilience capsule early Sunday shortly after splashdown. It
marked the end of 168 days in space for the four astronauts, and the end of SpaceX’s first operational round-trip mission. A3

Biden’s Bid to Contain Deficit
And Spend Big Faces Hurdles

By KaTe DaviDson

President Biden's $1.9 tril-
lion Cowvid-19 relief package
was financed entirely with bor-
rowed money. Now, he is pro-
posing to spend about $4.5
trillion on infrastructure and
social programs—without add-
ing to the red ink.

“We can do it without in-
creasing deficits,” Mr. Biden, a
Democrat, said in a joint ad-
dress to Congress last week,
detailing a series of tax in-
creases on the wealthy and

corporations to pay for pro-
grams ranging from building
charging stations for electric
cars to subsidizing child care.
Mr. Biden's ability to spend
what he proposed without add-
ing debt depends on political
and economic variables, some
bevond his control. Among
them: Whether moderate Dem-
ocrats will go alomg with his
proposed tax increases, amd
whether those increases will
stay in place long enougzh to
cover all of the extra costs.
Taken together, the two new

proposals would add about
$1.3 trillion to deficits over the
next 10 years, according to es-
timates hy analysts at the
Committee for a Responsible
Federal Budget and Corner-
stone Macro Research.

They said the shortfalls
would eventually be made ap
in the following years as tax in-
creases continue and some of
the spending winds down. Over
time, thew said, the narional
debt might begin to decline as
a share of economic output.

“I think it is clear that the

framework for these proposals
is to spend early, create a lot of
investments that they think are
going to have perpetual returns
to the economy, and reduce the
very long-termm debt,” said
Marc Goldwein, senior wvice
president at the nonpartisan

CRFE, based in Washington.
But Mr. Goldwein said rely-
Flease turn fo page Ad

* Infrastructure talks are set to
ramp up..

# GOP's blue-collar agenda is
still a work in progress.___ A4

Lawsuit Without End: 28 Years So Far

Chevron lost an Ecuador pollution case. U.S. courts deemed it fraudulent. The fight goes on.

By Sara RANDAZZO

dict fraudulent,

Chevron Corp. was fixated on roses.

The giant U.5, oil company objected
last June when Washington proposed
allowing duty-free rose imports from
the world's poorest countries, including

Ecuador.

A decade earlier, an Ecuadorean
court had blamed Chevron for oil pollu-
tion and told it to pay $9.5 billion in
damages, one of the largest-ever penal-

ties of its kind.

Chevron had since proved the wver-

said.

it told the U.S
Representative. But Ecuador refused to
render it unenforceable despite an or-
der to do that from an international ar-
bitration tribunal. Letting Ecuador save
money on flowers after blatant “acts of
defiance” would tell the world the U.S.
rewards bad behavior, the oil company

Chevron lost the war of the roses.
But it still hasn't paid a cent of the Ec-
uadorean judgment, and says it won't
stop legally battling until it can ensure
that it never has to.

. Trade

counsel,

“We're going to fight this until hell
freezes over,
the ice,” a former Chevron general
Charles James, said before his
retirement in 2010, a remark that be-
came a watchword at the company.

His successor, R. Hewitt Pate, said
this spring that “only the government

and then we'll fight it on

of Ecuador could deliver a final resolu-

dict.

tion of this case,” by nmuallifying the ver-

Big companies that see lawsuits
against them as unfounded often reach

Please turn to page AI0

Investors
Stock Up
On Shares

In Record
Numbers

Individuals in US. keep
raising holdings as
indexes reach highs
and volatility declines

By Gunsan BANERN

Individual investors in the
U.S. are holding the highest
level of stocks on record as
they up the ante by borrowing
to magnify their bets or buy on
small dips in the market as ma-
Jjor indexes climb to fresh highs.

Stockholdings among the
nation’s households increased
to 41% of their total financial
assets in April. That is the
highest level on record, accord-
ing to JPMorgan Chase & Co.
and Federal Reserve data going
back to 1952 that includes
401Uk) retirement accounts.

JPMorgan's Nikolaos Pani-
girtzoglou, who analyzed the
data, attributed the elevated
allocations to appreciating
share prices alongside stock
purchases.

The enthusiasm for stocks
comes as market volatility has
been edging lower and the
S&P 500 has hit 25 records
this wvear, fueled by a stellar
earnings season and the pros-
pect of an economic recovery
that is speedier than many
predicted. Meanwhile, stimu-
lus checks have fueled a re-
cord rise in household in-
comes, boosting spending and
helping propel the recovery.

PleaserurntopageAG
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Sum of equities held
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+ Robinhood's revenue soars

o
Berkshire mvesting ... . B1

Sick Are
Left to Care

For Sicker in
India’s Wave

NEW DELHI—Days before
Nikita Goel had planned to get
married, she and five family
members tested positive for

Bv Vibhuri Agarwal,
Shefali Anand
arnd Krishna Pokharel

the coronavirus, including her
parents and 86-year-old
grandfather. “I felt like a roof
had fallen,” she said.

Her father and grandfather
were soon fighting for every
breath, and Ms. Goel, suffering
fever and coughing fits, was
the one sent to find help from
an overwhelmed healthcare
system collapsing around her.
“1 suddenly felt I was left
alone in the world, alone o
save my family,” said Ms. Goel,
28 years old.

The wave of Covid-19
sweeping India has hit hard
and suddenly, swallowing en-
tire families and neighbor-
hoods and, in many cases,

Pleaseturn topage A8

# Resilient UK. variant can be
curbed

Fury Over Super League Erupts

Anger over aborted plans for a European soccer Super
League boiled over Sunday when protesters broke into Man-
chester United's home stadium in Manchester, England. A8

Welcome to the New Casablancas:
World Cities That Stayed Open

*

ixecutives are making their way to

locales where business is done in person  J

By YarosLav TROFIMOV

DUBAI—Oliver J. Christof
used to spend some 300 days
a wvear traveling the world,
drumming up business for his
family’s industrial-services
company in Auwstria.

In October, when EBEurope

entered new lockdowns, the
family relocated to Dubai. one
of the few cities open in a
world largely closed.

People now come to see Mr.
Christof. This year. some four-
fifths of the company’s clients
and partners have shown up in

Please turn to page A1Q

Bosses Who Forbid
Office Political Talk
Trigger Hot Debate

By KaTHerine B

BLEY

When leaders of the product
management and communica-
tion software company Base-
camp announced last week that
it would curb political comversa-
tions at work, fallout came fast.

Tech employees, workplace
consultants and politicians
alike assailed the decision on
Twitter and LinkedIn, though
other company leaders called
it a courageous move., Some

loyees publicly threatened
to guit. Ultimately, the Chi-
cago-based company offered
buyouts to its staff of about
50. A significant number of
employees decided to leave.

Though small, privavely held
Basecamp is influential among
tech companies—its founders
hawve written popular books
abour work and held theirs up
as a model workplace, with
shortened weeks in summer and
payving everyvone working in the
same role the same salary. Its
attempt to tell employees not o
engagze in discussions on soci-
etal and political issues during
work shows how, after yvears of

encouraging teams to “bring
their whole selves to work,”
some companies want employ-
ees to bring a little less.

Years ago, Alphabet Inc.’s
Google and Facebook Inc. led
the way in embracing open
discussions of sensitive topics
at work, providing internal
message boards, town halls
and other forums for em-
ployee opinions. Many others
followed suit, and leaders con-
tinue to take stands on social
issues and give employees are-
nas to express themselves.

Recently, some companies
have gone the other way—
most notably cryptocurrency
exchange Coinbase Global Inc.,
wiich last fall declared its cul-
ture “apolitical.” Chief Execu-
tive Brian Armstrong wrote
that the company wouldn™t de-
bate causes or political candi-
dates internally and that em-
ployees shouldn’t expect
Coinbase to take public stances
on their own personal beliefs,

Google and Facebook, cit-
ing a desire to curb internal
tensions, have also moved to

Please turn to page AG
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The $S100m deli

Napoleon’'s ghost

Debate on leader’s legacy embodies
French culture war —oriniON, PAGE 17

Staying power

Airbnb chlef on navigating the
pandemi

How stock market maniareached a
MNew Jersey

Light on Putin HarperCollins sued by

Blank-cheque

groups’

shares

fall as investor
caution rises

@ Spac tie-ups see average dip of 39%
& Red-hot sector hit by abrupt cooling

ORTEMEA ALIAL AND § AMES
POMTAMELLA-KHAM — NEW FORK

Shares in businesses that went public
through deals with “blank-cheque”
companies have dropped by an average
of two-fifths from their highs, as appe-
tite for the once red-hot sector of the Us

stock mar ket cools rapidly.
o the £1 special parpose acquisition
that completed transactions

since the start of 2020, only three are
stilll within 5 per cent of their share price
peaks. Elghtesn have more than lalved,
and several are down more than 80 per
cent. The average fall is 39 per cent.

The figures come from a Financial
Times analysis of data from Refinithe
trackig Spacs that acquired business=s
valued at more than S1bm. The slump
comes against the backdrop of a wider
Us stock market rally that set a new
high imthe past week.

Spacs, shell companies that raise
money from investors through a isting
‘on the promise of merging with an wni-
dentified private company, have been
among the buskest segments of ghobal
markets over the past year. Nearly half
afthe $250bn maised globally in mew list-
imgzs b gome to Spacs.

Less than two months ago, investors
were still enthusiastically chasing Spac
shares higher once companies
announced their acquisiton plans,
Groups ranging from electric-vehicle
developers and software companies to
morigage originators chose to go public
via deals with a Spacinstead of the tradi-
tional route of an initial public o ffering.

The frerey saw blank-cheque compa-

Johnson faces home truths
over Downing St flat work

Boris Johnsan has been riding high as
the UK vaccine roflout steams ahead
and tha ecanamy sprirgs back fo ife.
But a political storm has been brewing
onvar the lavish refurbishment of the
prime minister s flat, while 3 sl with
his former chief akde has Turned info a
widaus briefing war. The fwo
developmants have revived questions
abour Johnson's character and
Judgrnent ahwead of local elections
across Britain this week,

Elg Read » FAGE 1S

nies break records in terms.of fundrais-
iy andd dealmaking in the first quarter.

But deals are now taking longer to
completeas regulators take acloser ook
at disclosures and revenue forecasts
made by the companies, and institu-
tonal vvestors that typically fund the
dlels slow more caution.

As a result, new Spac launches have
slowed toa rickle.

shivaram Rajgopal, a professor at
Codumbia Business School, said that his-
torically during a market frenzy there
were a higher numberof underperform-
ing companies that po public as they try
toride the wave, and thistrend had been
true for Spacs, “When there’sovervalua-
tion, when sentiment Is golig crazy, the
more marginal company is likely to go
public,” e maid.

ol the Spac deals completed since Jan-
wary 2020, cight have fallen so heavily
they now trade below the $10 at which
shares wereoriginally priced when they
first raised cash.

Shares in Spacs that are still hunting
for deals have also fallen. More than
two-thirds of the 425 blank-cheque
companies that have listed since Janu-
ary 2020 are trading below 510, This
may suggest there is scepticism that
they will find acquisitions to add valoe.

The share price declines and slow-
down in deals suggest retail investors
and other market players are coaling in
particular on start-ups with litle to
show in the way of revenue or even a
product, which were among those
whose shares rose the most in the boom.
Buffelt warnlng page &

India’s vaccine shortage will last for
months, biggest manufacturer warns

STEPHAMIE FIMDLAY — NEW DELFHI

The head of India’s Serum Instituse, the
waorld s biggest vaccine manudacturer,
has warned that a shortage of jabswill
last for months after Narendra Modi's
gavernment failed to prepare for a
devastating secomd Covid-19wave.

Adar Poonawalla told the Financial
Times that India’s severe vaccine shart-
fall would comtinue until july, when pro-
duction is expected to rise from about
&0m-70m doses a monthto 100m.

Poormwalla sadd that, in Jarmaary, the
authorities had not prepared Lo con-
front a second wave. “Everybody really
felt that India had started to turn the
tide om thepandemic.” hesaid.

Bul India has since been pummelled
by a wave of infections, reporting a
record 400,000 new cases yesterday.

oligarchs over book on president’s rise

Rosnelt have filed laowsuits in
London against HarperCollins
over a book it published about

Russian president Viadimir
Pustin at the Cathedral of Christ
the saviour in Moscow.

T ey T PR
Abramovich, owner of Chelsea
Pe. Their move highlights the
high-stakes nature of writing

Many cities and states are under lock-
down, inchading Mew Delhi.

Madi has come under fire for pushing
ahead with an sggresshe reglonal elec-
tion campaign in West Bengal, despite
warnings that his mass rallies would
become superspreader events. The
prime minister’s Bharatiya Janata party
failed to win power in the state yester-
day, amid growing anger over the gov-
ernment’s handlingof the pandemic.

India has vaccinated less than 2 per
centof its popalation, with many states
running out of jabs. The shortages have
delayed plans to widen the ineculation
campaign o everyone aged 18 or older
and forced India to halt vaceine exparts
that had been expected to supply much
of the developing world.

Poonawalla sakd the Serum Institute
had been unduly maligned over the
vaccine shortages, pointing out that the

The Orthedox Easter service  the president s riss. about the global elite and the
at the weekend came as it Clalmants in the begal sssault  role of top London baw firmes in
emerged that four Bussian bil-  on Putins Peeple include  defendingtheir interests.
lismaires and state energy giant  Mikhail Fridean and Roman  Blllionalres sue page 3

govermment was responsible for policy.
The company has also been denounced
for charging state governanents and hos-
pitals higher prices than it offered to the
central government. Poonawalla low-
ered the prices followlng the criticlam.

“I've been victimised wery unfairhy
and wrongly,” he said, adding that he
had not boosted capaclty earlier
because “there were noorders”,

Mew Delhi initially ordered 21m vac-
cines from the Serom Insttute, which is
making the Oxford AstraZeneca vac-
cineand will sapply the vast majority of
the country’s doses, in February.

Another 110m doses were ordered in
March when infections started to climb
steeply. In April, India's drug regulator
gave emergency approval to Russia’s
Sputnik ¥ vaccine in an allempt o
secure more shots from overseas.

BUP suffers setback page 2
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A kei Company

= KN rebuffs rival private equity
The Dutch teleco ms group has put itselfat the heart
of a potential £18bn bidding war after throwing out
unsalicited takeover offers from a consortinm led

by EQT and Stonepealk, and one from KEKR.— pagE &

offers

= US and Europe set for quicler rebound
Latest data have shown that the economies have a
good chance of recovering the ground lost amid the
coronavirus pandemic by the end of the year, much
faster than economists had expected.— ez &

» Buffett in inflation warning to investors
Berkshire Hathasay boss Warren Buffett has told
the group’s anmual meeting that he was surprised by
the “red hot” US economic rebound as he polnted o
a bout of rising prices across the economy.— pacs &

= Yellen defends Biden plan for h.trlaes
U Treasury secretary Janet
Vellen has urged Congress to
stick to the White House plan
to pay for its $4.1tn investment
plan with higher taxes, warning
over fiscal discipline.— Pase ¥

= Madrid vote to reverberate across Spain
The conservative People'’s party’s lsabel Diaz Ayuse
will seck a5 head of Madrdd's reghonal

government Lamarrow in a battle that one observer
says will “determine the fsture of the right".— Pase 2

» Mutual funds losc d as ETFs risc
The number of mutual funds, long a staple of the US
retall vestmsent landscape, has fallen at its Estest
pace In two decades amid managers’ mergers and
competition fram exchange traded funds.— pacs &

» El Salvador president tightens grip
Hayib Bukels has seized control af the top court and
replaced the attormey-general in a move that has
been condemned by the US and business leaders as
wed] asc\pp’nlrjonsmnln.,_ PAGE &
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Clamor Grows
To Get Footage
Off Body Cams

Uneven Access Across
ULS. Vexes the Public

By RICHARD FAUSSET and
GIULIA MeDONNELL NIETO DEL RIO

ELIZABETH CITY, N.C.
Ma'Khia Bryant had been dead
only a few hours when the authori-
ties in Columbus, Ohio, released
body camera footage from the po-
lice officer who had shot and killed
her

Andrew Brown Jr, was killed b:.
sheriff's deputies in  Elizal
City, N.C., nearly two weeks ago
and it could be many more weeks
— or even months — before video
of his death is publicly shown.

As body-worn cameras have be-
come more commonplace, and
public pressure on officials to take
police accountability more seri-
ously has mounted, so too have
demands to quickly release the
footage of violent or fatal encoun-
ters between law enforcement of-
ficers and citizens. A video can
mean  the difference  between
drawing amention or dying in ob-
scurity

But it is not always that easy.
While more police chiefs and may-
ors have recently made ad hoc de-
ons to quickly release videos of
high-profile  episodes, activists
and lrwmakers in some siates are
pushing for faster public access.,
That has made the question of tim-
ing an important and unsettled
new frontier of policymaking as
the use of body cameras amaong
law enforcement in the United
States becomes the rule rather
than the exception.

Avs off 2018, ar least 23 states and
the District of Columbia had
passed laws related to the public
disclosure of body-worn camera
footage, according to the Mational

ABIL ALFIKY/THE MEW PINLE TIMES
Protesters demanding the
wideo of the killing of Andrew
n Maorth Carolina.

Conference of State Legislatures,
and many states are considering
measures this year Few states
consider  body-worn  camera
footage exempt from  public
records reguests, although most
states have pas: warious ex-
emptions associated with the dis-
closure — from who is allowed to
wiew the video to the time frame in
which it must be released.

In Ohin, body-worn  camera
footage is generally subject to
public disclosure, and any author-
ity figure can choose to release it
at any time. In North Carelina, a
court order is required, even if the
person requesting the footage is
the head of a law enforcement
ARENICY.

By first requ:rmg a judges ap-
proval to release body camera
footage through I:Ianke[ed srate-

Continued on Page A20

Edward Stely at an AT,

Spending Plan
Aims to Bolster
Middle Class

'BY PATRICLA OUH'EN

ol
class 1oday is a loss of confidence
— the confidence that you were
doing better than wour parents
and that your children would do
better than you.

President Biden's multitrillion-
dollar suite of economic proposals
is aiming to both reinforce and re-
build an American middle class
that feels it has been standing on
shifting ground. And it comes with
an explicit mes: that the pri-
vate sector alone cannot deliver
on that dream and that the gowv-
ernment has a central part to play.

“When you look at periods of
shared growth,” said Brian Deese,
director Mr. Biden's National
Economlc Council, “what you see
is that public investment has
played an absolutely critical role,
not to the exclusion of private in-
westment and innovation, but in
laying the foundation.™

Ifthe Biden administration gets
its way, the reconstructed middle
class would be built on a sturdier
and much broader plank of gov-
ernment support rather than the
wvagaries of the market,

Some proposals are meant o
support parents who work: fed-
eral paid family and nedical
leave, more affordable child care,
free prekindergarten classes. Oth-
ers would use public investment
to create jobs, in areas like clean
energy, transportation and high-
speed broadband. And a higher
minirmum wage would aim to buoy
those ow-paid work, while free

community college would im-
prove skills.
That presidents pitch  their

endas to the middle class is not
surprising given that nearly nine
Continued on Page A0
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ia. The gun lobby has blocked the creation of a tracing svstem with a searchable database,

How the Firearms Lobby Hamstrings the A.T.F.

This article is by Glenn Thrush,
Dareny Hakim and Mike Mclntire.

MARTINSBURG, W.Wa. — If
there was one moment  Lhat
summed up the current state of
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives, it was
when the floor at the agency's
gun-tracing center caved in a cou-
ple of vears ago under the weight
of paper

The accident was not entirely
accidental.

The gun lobby, led by the Na-
tional Rifle Association, has for
wears  systematically  blocked
plans to modernize the agency's
paper-based weapons-racing
system with & searchable data-

Biden Effort to Combat
Gun Violence Relies
on Ailing Agency

base. As a result, records of gun
sales going back decades are
stored boxes stacked seven
high, waiting to be processed,
against every wall.

“We had a lady pushing a cart,
and the floor just gave way” re-
called Tyson J. Aarmobd, who runs
the tracing center, tapping the
new, steel-braced deck with his
shoe.

MNow the long-suffering A TF

(semehow the explosives" never
miade itinto the abbreviation) is at
the center of President Bide
plans to push back at what he has

called “the international emd
rassment” of gun viclenoe i
America.

As he laid out his expansive vi-
sion for the nation on Wednesday
night, Mr. Biden once again called
on Congress to expand  back-
ground checks and ban assault
wenpons. But given the abiding
power of the gun lobby, his imme-
diate hopes lie in a more Hmi
list of executive actions that
ultimately rely on the effective-
ness of the ATE, the federal
agency tasked with enforcing the
country's gun laws and executive

Comtinued on Page A 1S

Filling Gaps in a Desperate India

Receiving oxygen at a makeshift <l
its breaking point, online grass-roots network:

icin Indias Uttar Pradesh state. With the health care system at
= are racing to get aid to people who need it. Page AS.

‘HERD IMMUNITY’
DIMS WITH PACE
OF VACCINATIONS

VARIANTS ACCELERATING

But Added Inoculations
Will Diminish Future
Threat of Virus

By APOORVA MANDAVILLY

Early in the pandemic, when
wvaccines for the coronavinis were
still just a glimmer on the horizon,
the term “herd immuw " came i
signify the endgame: the point
when enough Americans would
e protected from the virus so we
could be rid of the pathogen and
reclaim our lives.

Now, mare than half of adults in
rhe United States have been in-
oculated with at least one dose of a
vaccine. But daily waccination
rates are slipping, and there &
widespread consensus among sci-
entists and public health experts
that the herd immunity threshold
is not attainable — at keast not in
the foresecable future, and per-
haps not ever.

Instead, they are coming Lo the
conclusion that rather than mak-
ing along-promised exit, the virus
will most likely become a
able threat that will comtinue o
circulate in the United States for
wears to come, still causing hospi-
walizarions and deaths but in much
smaller numhbers.

How much smaller is uncertain
and depends in part on how much
of the nation, and the world, be-
comes vaccinated and how the co-
ronavirus evolves. It is already
clear, however, that the wvirus is
changing too ickly, mew wari-
ants are spreading too easily and
vaccination is proceeding  too
slowly for herd immunity to be
within reach anytime soon.

Continued  immunizations, eos-
pecially for people at highest risk
because of age, exposure or health
status, will be crucial o limiting
the severity of outbreaks, if not
their frequency, experts believe,

“The wirus is unlikely o go
away” said Rustom Antia, an ovo-
lutionary biologist at Emory Uni-
wersity in Atlanta. " Bul we want 1o
do all we can to check that it's
likely to become a mild infection.”

The shift in outlook presents a
new challen, for public health
authorities. The drive for herd im-
munity — by the summer, some
experts once thought possible —
captured the imagination of large
segments of the public. To say the
goal will not be attained adds an-
other “why bother™ to the kst of
reasons that vaccine skeptics use
to avoid being inoculate

Yet vaccinations remain the key
to transforming the virus into a
controllable threat, experts said.

Dr. Anthony S. Fauci, the Biden
administration's top adviser on
Covid-19, acknowledged the shift
in experts’ thinking.

“People were getting confused
and thinking you're never going to
get the infections down until you
reach this mystical level of herd
mmunity, whatever that number
he said.

“That's why we stopped usi
herd immunity  in the class
sense,” he added "I'm saying:
Forget that for a second. You vac-
cinate enough peocple, the infec-
Continued on Page A8

Hispanic Women Give G.O.P. Life in South Texas

By JENNIFER MEDINA

McALLEMN, Texas — The front
door of the Hidalgo County Re-
publican Party's office is covered
with photographs of high-profile
politicians in the party: Gov. Greg
Ahb-ott Senator John Cornyn and
former President  Donald I
Trump. MNearly all of them are
white men.

Seep inside, and you'll see a bul-

Seehing Further Gains
Against Democrats

letin board with pictures of local
Republican leaders: Adrienne
Pena-Garza, Hilda Garza Des-
hazo, Mayra Flores. Mearly all of
them are Hispanic women.

Hispanic Republicans, espe-

cially women, have become some-
thing of political rock stars in
South Texas after woters in the Rio
Grande Valley shocked leaders in
both  parties in November by
swinging sharply toward the
G.O.P. Here in McAllen, one of the
reglon's largest cities, Me Trump
received nearly double the num-
ber of votes he did four years earli-
er; in the Rio Grande Valley over

Corttinued on Page AIT

New York Retailers Fret as Offices Stay Empty

PETER EAVIS
and MATTHEW HAAG

A big shift toward working from
home is endangering hundreds of
locally owned Manhattan store-
fronts that hawve been hanging on,
waiting for life to return to the des-
olate streets of Midtown and the
Financial District.

The fate of these swores, and by
extension the country’s two larg-

Remote Work Leaves
Vital Culture at Risk

est business hubs, will hinge in
large part on how long landlords
will keep offering the rent breaks
that have kept many retailers
afloat. Landiords themselves are
under growing financial pressure

as office vacancies soar and com-
muters and visitors stay away.

At risk is Manhattans unigue
retail culture — the jewelers, bar-
ber shops, event spaces and bars
— that has long brought vibrancy
and familiarity v the street-level
canyons of its skyscraper-filled of-
fice districts.

“Right now, we're suffering”
said Gili Vaturi, who operates To-

Continuwed on Page AIG

INTERNATIONAL AL1Z-14

Lowve Story Leads to Cuban Jail

BUSINESS BI-5
Shrugging at Tax Increase Talk

Accused of esplonage, a dual Cuban and
LS. citizen who married a Cuban diplo-
mat is serving o 13-year sentence. Her

5 mother is seeking her release, PAGE Al2

Investors, reflecting & customary ap-
proach, seem to care more about eco-
nomic data and corperate profits than
what President Biden might do on
capital gains. PAGE Bl

Verizon Nears Yahoo-AOL Sale
I making the deal with the private
equity firm Apollo, Verizon is acknowl-
edging that it was behind on digital ads.
Instead, it will concentrate on building a

TRACKING AN OUTBREAK A4-10 SPORTSMONDAY D1-6

ARTS Cl1-6

Another Good Neighbor

A PBS Kids show abowt a mohawhk-
sporting donkey. above with Purple
Panda, was inspired by a character in

NATIONAL A15-21
‘Wet Finish for NASA Mission

A SpaceX rocket with a crew of four
made the first nighttime splashdown
with astronauts since 1968 PAGE A21L

How Pfizer’s Vaccine [z Made
It's a complex manufacturing and test-
ing process that takes 60 days and
results in millions of doses. PAGE A6

Storming an Empty Stadium
Protests by Manchester United sup-
porters caused a socoer game against
Liverpool to be postponed, PAGE D

5G network. PACE Bl “Mister Rogers” MNeighborhood ” PAGE C1
Political Effects of Sputnik V' Pushing Back in New York City A Baseball Gap Year
Turmail in Slovakia is an example of The waman who said the mayoral can- The Ivy League decided against spring OFINION AZ2.23
how Russia's vaccine diplomacy can didate Scotl Stringer sexually assaulted sports, o players at Brown headed N
turn out for a recipient country. PAGE A4 her denied working for a rival. PAGE AlG south for tep-flight training. PAGE D31 Ezra Klein PAGE A22 3546130 9
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Waitlists
are a last
hope for

UC spot

With the pandemic

upending enrollment,
uncertainty is the rule
this admission season.

By TERESA WATANABE

Anika Madan, a senior at
Sunny Hills Hig‘h in Fuller-
ton, had a loaded schoaol
resume when she applied to
six University of California
campuses for admission this
fall: a 4.6 GPA, 1l college-level
courses, student leadership
positions and community
service bullding robotic
hands for people with disa-
bilities.

She was accepted to UC
campuses at Irvine, Riv-
erside and Santa Barbaras —
but wait-listed at Berkeley,
Dravis and San Diego.

Once again she is on edge
— along with tens of thou-
sands of others — as yet an-
other nail-biting phase of a
record-breaking UC admis-
slon season begins this
week. Campuses are diving
into their massive waltlists,
selecting students to fill the
seats of those who turmed
down UC offers by the May 1
college decision day. For the
wait-listed, this next round
is sparking more anxiety,
frustration and even defi-
ance as they try to decide
whether to hold out for an of-
fer from a favored campus or
Just mmove on.

So what are the chances
ofbeing plucked from a wait-
list?

Last year, UCundergrad-
uate campuses extended
more than 12,000 offers to be
placed on a waitlist and stu-
dents accepted more than
half of therm. UC ultimately
affered about 34,000 seats Lo
wail-listed students — more
than double the number in

& 2021

TAYLOR COLE visits the pitcher’s mound at Auf_{al Stadium, marked by T
team’s first home game after Skages” death in 20

MONDAY, MAY 3, 2021

HENT MISHIMURA Los Angeles Times

wlor Skages” Mo, 45, before the

he Angels pitched a combined no-hitter that night.

The last days of Tyler Skaggs

A wrenching search for truth in Angels starter’s overdose

By Matanan FENND

The day after Angels pitcher
Tyler Skaggs was found dead in
his hotel room., Eric Kay, the
team's longtime communications
director, leaned against a blue
cinder block wall during a news
conference at Globe Life Park in
Arlingion, Texas.

A few feet away, facing cam-
eras and reporters, manager
Brad Ausmus wiped away Lears
as he described how the Angels
coped during the previous 24
hours.

Sadness and shock owver the
unexpected death of the popular
player from Santa Monica hung
over the stadium on the warm
afternoon in July 2009,

Little was known about the cir-
cumstances of the death. Ques-

Luis SINCO Los Angeles Times
TYLER SKAGGS, a rising star at 27,
was given fentanyl- laced pills by a
team employee, prosecutors allega.

tions abounded. How could a
seemningly healthy 27-vear-old
professional athlete die with no
obvious explanation?

KEay shifted weight from one
leg to the other. His left hand
clasped his right wrist. He took a
deep breath, leaned back, looked
at the ceiling, then slowly exhaled.
He appeared as dazed and heart-
broken as everyone else in the
room

Authorities allege Kay knew
more than he let on at the time.,

Almost two years later, the
now-former Angels employee is
scheduled for trial thissummer in
U.S. District Court in Fort Worth.
Kay, 46, is charged with giving
Skaggs counterfeit oxycodone
pills laced with fentanyl that re-
sulted in his death, and with con-
spiring since at least 2007 Lo “pos-

[See Skaggs, AG]

2019, Admission rates of
wait-listed students rose at
UCLA to 19% in 2020 from
13% in 2019. They increased
during that same period at
San Diego to 27% from 22%;
Irvine to 24% from 19%,; Riv-
erside Lo 67% MMom 34%; and
Santa Cruzto BE% from 62%,

California embraces
shots with open arms

Berkeley and Davis also sulb-
stantially increased their of-
fers to 1,667 and 4,282, re-
spectively, last year over
2018, but their admission
rates were not immediately
available.

The problem is, last year
is hardly a guide, and uncer-
tainties rule the season.

UC admission directors
say the pandemic threw offf
their tried and true predic-
tion models about who
would enroll in fall last year
as thousands of admitted
students decided to pass
on a year of online classes
and substantially shuttered
dorms. That, in turn, caused
campuses to scramble to fill

[See Waitlists, A12]

By LUKE MONEY,
MaTT STILES
AND COLLEEN SHALBY

A number of factors have
fueled California’s remarka-
ble turnarcund from na-
tional epicenter of the
COVID-189 pandemic to hawv-
ing one of the lowest case
rates in the U.S.

But one weapon in its ar-
senal has gone largely unno-
ticed: Californians’ general

embrace of COVID-1S vac-
cines.

Federal data indicate
only about 1% of Califor-
nians are estimated to be
vaccine hesitant. a lower
rate than those of all but four
states: Massachusetis, Ver-
mont, Connecticut  and
Hawail.

‘This relative lack of reluc-
tance has undoubtedly been
a boon for the state™s inocu-
lation campaign — though a

[Sec Vacecinations, AS]

Coming to terms with 61,000 dead

“The Pandem

ic’s Toll” series has looked at extraordi-

nary lives lost in California. PERSPEC

13%

17%

Vaeceine hesitaney by state

Percentage of adults who would “probably not™ or
“definitely not” receive a COVID-19 shot when available.

Estimated vaccine hesitancy

20% 25%

"‘ﬁ

LS. Centers for Disease Corfral and Prevention, LS. Census Buress

MATT STILES Los Angeles T

mmes

latimes.com

Guard
shakes

up top
ranks

State commander fires
a general, suspends
another while limits
are set on jets used

for civilian missions.

BY PAUL PRINGLE AND
ALENE TCHEEMEDYIAN

Turmoil has gripped the
leadership ranks of the Cali-
fornia National Guard, with
the firing of the general who
commanded its alr branch,
the suspension of a second
key general and new limits
placed by Gov. Gavin New-
som on the organization’s
use of fighter jets for civilian
missions.

Newsom's office and the
h.eadoftheGua.rd Maj. Gen.
David 5. B . refused to
provide details on the rea-
sons behind the recent lead-
ership changes other than a
statement from the Guard
saying the organization “is
committed to facilitating a
positive working environ-
ment for all of its members,
regardless of gender and
ethnicity.™

The air branch’s former
commander, who was forced
out last month, told The
Times he did nothing wrong
and said Baldwin had “lost
touch with reality.™

The abrupt actions
against the two generals
mark the second major

shake-up in California’s Mili-
tary Department in as many
years. And they were an-
nounced on the heels of a
Times report that Guard
members were concermed
that their leaders had read-
jed an F-15C fighter jet last
sear for a possible mission in
which the aireraft would iy
low over civilian protesters
to fr‘lgnten and disperse

Baldwm denied that the
Jet was placed on an alert
status for that purpose, and
a Newsom spoKeswoman
said the governor would ne-
wer authorize such a mis-
sion. Erin Mellon said in a
statement to The Times
that Newsom wanted to be
“crystal clear” about restric-
tions on the use of military
aircraft for domestic mis-
slons.

“The governor has di-
rected his OfMice of Emer-
gency Services, incollabora-
tion with the California Na-
tional Guard. to review and
assert definitive and unmis-
takable parameters for au-
thorizing and using military
alrcralt under the State
Emergency Management
System, while reverting F-15
alreraft to a reduced state of
readiness for civil support

[See Guard, AlZ]

COLUMN ONE

During Ramadan, every night is date night

Humble fruit holds special significance for M usllms Coachella Valley farmers

THY MEJIA

he table was laden with
food: a rack of lamb, well
roasted and succulent. A
platter of chicken over
rice. A tray of tabbouleh,
a bulgur salad speckled with pars-
ley. A rainbow of watermelon, or-

ange slices and grapes.
But the first things guests

reached for as they gathered at the
Fejleh family’s home to break fast
together on a recent Tuesday n.lght,
were shriveled fruits about the size
of a thumb.

About 14 hours had passed with-

out food or drink,

And what they wanted most of all

were dates.

They reached across one another

to get to the stars of the show, sec-

tioned off with cardboard on a silver

platter: deep black Safawi dates,

|1 3 E
IRFAN KHAN Los Angeles Times

AYA MUHTASER and her father, Adnan Fejleh, break their fast

with dates during Ramadan at a family gathering in Montclair.

crunchy Deglet Noor, soft creamy
honey dates, Ajwa with their ties to
the prophet Muhammad. And the
crownjewel, the sweet and sticky
o

“It's like the right amount of
sweet Lo bring you back to life,” said
Aya Muhtaseb, who hails from the
family of date farmers.

In 2020, COVITH-19 forced
mosgues to close during Ramadan,
the holiest month in the Islamic
calendar. At a time when tens of

thousands of people were dying and

life was filled with uncertainty.
MMuslims could not break fast and
pray together. Dates Were a con-
stant in every home.

After fasting from sunrise to
sunset, Muslims turn first to the

fruit, & practice believed followed by

Muhammad, who is said to have

broken his fast with three dates. On

Twitter, some joke that it's the only
month

[See Dates, AB]

Dodgers thump
Brewers 16-4

AT Pollock had eight
REIs and NMatt Beaty
owve in another seven
as they each clubbed
grand slams en route
to the rout. SPORTS, D1

Boat capsizes,
killing at least 3
More than two dozen
are hurt after sus-
pected smuggling ves-
sel breaks up off
Diego. CALIFORNILA, Bi

Border families
still separated

Migrants forced to
“Remain in Mexico™ by
Trump are still kept
from children under
Bideon. NATION. A4

Weather
Partly sunmy.
L.A. Basin: 7O/59. B8

JRUREPIARIAE,

BUSINESS IINS

IDE:

Thinking of quitting? L.earn to expand your skills on the job first. A9
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Election
falsehood

now a GOP
loyalty te

Trump’s baseless ¢l
already reshaping parly,
could define midterms

BY ASHLEY PARKER
AND MARIANNA SOTOMAVOR

Mebra Ell, a Republican orga-
nizer in Michigan and fervent
supporter of former president
Donald Trump, said she has good
reason to believe the 2020 presi-
dential election was stolen.

T think 1 speak for many peo-
ple in that Trump has never
actually been wrong, and sowe've
learned to trust when he says
something, that he's not just go-
ing to spew something out there
thats wrong and not verified.” she
snid. referring to Trump's base-
less claims that widespread elec-
toral fraud caused his loss to

support T
which euln
insurrection at the
Jan. 6. But Ell, a Republican
precinct delegate in her state,
=ald the »oe0 election is one of
the reasons shes working to cen-
sure and remove Jason C
from his role as the Michigan
Republican Party's executive di
rector — specifically that Roe

Ca

BY ScoTT WILSoN
IN GUENGC VALLEY, CALIF,

MELIMA MARA THE WAS-IGTON POST

Too few homes, too much fire

fornia struggles with how to build much-needed housing in areas prone to blazes

erals office weighed in for the first
time to support a lawsait that would
nd resort

block an approved housi

Taliban
widens
control
of roads

NEW CHECKPOINTS
POP UP AS U.S. EXITS

Militants snarl military
resupply, civil services

BY SUs

Agir Tassan
AND SHARIF Hassan

EABUL — Taliban checkpoints
have proliferated across key parts
of Afghanistan as 1LS, forces have
withdrawn over the past vear,

i n towns and cities
wereazingly isolated and imped-
the Afghan government's abil-

iy to function.

Doeens of temporary Thliban
checkpoints now dot the main
highways lemsding into and out of
aocording to

the Afghan capit
eight local officials
than 10 permanent o

a
along the country’s main north-
south highway, Many of the new
permanent outposts are check-
points abandoned by government
forces stretched thin by I:'Ilc s

drawidown, pushed out b
panding Taliban influenee, or
botlh.

1 ban checkpoints are both a

svinboli
blow to Afghanistan’s already fra-
gile elected government. The out-
posts — both temporary and per-

development acrass 16,000 acres here,
eiting the risk of wildfire as the central
reason. The move adds o & strong
current of legislative and legal activity
underway ver how and where o manent — along major highways
build, as Califormia heads into fire frustrate military resupply ef-
season with much of the state, inclod- forts, stifle the provision of gov-
ing thiz northern county, facing severs ernment services and undercut
drought conditions after a dry winter. mnnm\nor the country's elect.

Thaose efforts ind  to exacerbate

accepted the 2020 results, telling This d burmn:
Politico that “the election wasn’t It has for centu Mames sweeping
stolen” and that “there i no one over the cak-covered hillsides, lighting
to blame but Tromp™ up grasslands studded with ancient
“He said the election was not basaltic rock. NMow the valley. res
rigged, as Donald Trump had and groomed only by vineyards,
=said, so we didn't agree with that, test for how California w grow its
GOP O AT ecoonomy and address its inadequate
housing supply in the age of the

Ofhicer

vaccine

BY ISAAC STANLEY-BECKER

Police officers were among the
first front-line workers to gain
priority access o coronavins
vaccines. Bt their vaccinati
rates are lower than or about the
zame as those of the general
public, according to data made
available by some of the nation®
largest law enforcement agencies.

The reluctance of police o get
the shots threatens not just their
own health, but also the safety of
people  theyre responsible for
guarding, monitoring and patrol-
ling. experts

At the Las Vegas Metropolitan
Police Department, just 39 per-
cent of employess have gotten at
least one dose, officials said, com-
pared with more than 50 percent
of eligible adults nationwide. In
6 percent of sworn offi-
w been vaceinated. And o
it of those em-
ploged by the Columbus Division
of Police — Ohio's largest police
department — report having re-

SEE POLICE 0N AS

IN THE NEWS

year-round wildfire.
In February, the state attormey gen-

KYLE G LT FOR THE WASINGTO N POT

SEEE CALIFORNIA ON ALS

In Califernda’s Guenoc Valley, top, a lawsuit wounld block an approved honsing and resort

development because of concerns about wildfires ke one in AMalibo

The chip shortage’s

El

ect on llinoi

BY JEANNE WHALEN

Of all the businesses to suffer
In\m the g | shortage of com-
r chips, dog washing a
Lm.\. tech affair involving soap,
water and a dirty pet — ought to
be near the bottom of the list.

But as with so many low-tech
tasks these d; th'I\ tech 0||-
tions are avai
vy COST Trte
by-run manufacturer in
Mlinois, ran afoul of the chip
shortage.

CCEI makes electronic dog-
washing booths that dispense
shampaoo, water and optional
fur-drying. The n ‘hines are a
hit with dog-park managers and
the LIS, military, which buys
them for use on its bas

But the ma 105 o=
trolled by eomg chips, and
recently, OCSL, which assembles

maker of dog-was

the usual chips weren't ava
able, A substitute chip would

the booths at its factory in work, but CCS1 would have o
Garden Prairie, 111, was tobd by tweak its circuwit boards.
its circuit-hoard supplier that That process has raised

hidden

g hooths shows

/
BILL INOALLS, NESARELTERS
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1 Afer a suweer
stronauts, Sy
s Lo spunees, Al9
weked country |
h. questions are | A clash over a 645
raised on ultra-Orthodox self-segreg

THE MATION
Texas Denocrats coun
ceded they had fallen
short in a special elec-
tion for a 17.5. House
seat in the state's Gth
Congressional District.
ensuring the seat will go
1o a Republican. A4
A growing list of
House Democrats from
Aisted

nclding anotber concern
asful fior a party facing an up-
e X oVes il fight to maintain it
- slim control of Con-
press, Ad

THE WORLD

pipeline that carries «

. AlS

i 540,000 barrels of
crude oil and natural

s lguids across Mich-
n and under the
Great Lakes each day is
placing stress on

LS. -Canada ties. A1z

Tnnalliin commted votes for

stave elections as it an
nonneed 3,689 deaths
from covid i the
previens oarrs — a
national record. A1

THE REGION
D.C. leaders are near-
ing the conclusion of

.

writing the massive doc-

ument that spells ot
goals for how the city
should transform in the
¥ears i come. Bl

reach o

WOUNSRAE KW FOR THE WASHSNGTON POST

Russell Caldwell leads CCST International, which makes dog-
washing booths and Is one of the fAirms affected by the shorage.

THE WEEK AHEAD

MONDAY
President Biden and
first lady Jill Biden visit
Virginia schools to d)
cuiss educarion funding,
Group of Seven foreign
ministers hold their first
face-to-face meeting in
London in two years,
TUESDAY

Attorney General
Merrick Garland testi-
fles in a House suboom-
miittee budget hea

WEDNESDAY
Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken travels to
meet with

n President
Volodymyr Zelensky.
Steny H. Hoyer
(=R, the Homsae ma-

ElHllEllli{‘H

."31\:. eosts, bringing the frus- S
ons of the same chip short-
ag’e that has idled auto factories
around the workd Lo a Lny town
SEE SHORTAGE ON AL&

Joriey leader, discusses

BOUS, above.

As rules loosen.
schools skip quarantine

students g
missed day s la

In the northers
einmati. Superintend,

tines.

teaching and learning.

w of Lakota

dents.

legislative goals for 2021

Many officials say few
il sick, and
1 toll

By DoNNA S GEORGE

uburbs of C
Dlake DL
ler kept school doors open. But
thee coronavines Kept pushing sto-
dents out. In the fall semester, he
eounted 5172 student quaran-

It meant a constant jostling of

“We have had students who
had o quarantine three times,”

ools,  among  Ohio's L'\|~p;p|
ool systems with 17000 stu-

But that has changed. In the
continuing struggle to strike a

The new checkpoints have
emenged as Afghanistan enters a
pivoral period. MATO troops e-
gan drawing down Thursday, ac-
cording to media reports and an
Afghan official who spoke on the

SEE AFGHANISTAN ON Als

somaoe

balance between safety and class-
room leaming. Ohio joined a
wdful of states that have oo
maede their rules to cut back on
student quarantines. Many point
o lower than expected spread of
the virus inside schools and note
that school leaders say there are
fow infections among stmdents
who met o :mnm:d In Ohio's

required for potential classroom
exposures as long as students
were masked and other safe-
Euards were in pl
“Teachers and principals and
parents were very happy to see
the chenge,” Ohio v Mike De-
Wine (R} said in an interv
“Johnny wasn't sitting out or Sar-
ah wasn't sitting out for 14 days.
They were able to stay in school,”
The ue could become more
important in the fall, when dis-
tricts across the country plan to
e open five days week for
SEE QUARANTINE ON A&

i a Washingron Paost
Live online interview,

THURSDAY

Jobless claims for the
week ended May 1 are
estimated at 533,000,
D.C. Mayor Murie| E
Bowser diseusses plans
o renpeen ef-
forts to get resid
vaccinated and th
for I
FRIDAY

Vice President Harris
meets online on immi-
gration with Mexieo's
president, Andrés Man-
uel Lapez Obrador.
The jobless rate for
April is expected to de-
eline to 5.8 percent.

push
rict statehood

STYLE

Welcome back
Dear Brood X cleadas:
Here's what you missed
In our messed up world,
alfter 17 years away, C1

Family reunions
Having emdurad a long
s paration becawse of
the pandemic,
erandparents and
grandchildren are final by
seing one another. C1
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River volvio a

perder y quedo

comprometido

Otra derrota por la Copa de la Liga, por -0
ante Banfield, dejd al equipo de Gallardo

sin margen deerror en la iltima fecha para
acceder a los cuartos de final. Deportes

deportes

T'ras 11 afos, con los goles del delantero

v Pupi comovicepresidente, el equipo

de Milin salio campedn y los festejos
desbordaron la Plazadel Duomo. Piginag

deportes

INTER. CONLAUTARO HAMILTON LES
ENLACANCHAY RECORDO ATODOS
ZANETTIEN LA OFICINA | QUIENESELN®1

Con la firma del campedn: una excelente
carrera del britinico, que gand en Portugal
y amplic suventaja en el campeonato de
Formula 1. Pagina &
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Con casi 30 medidas,
crecio la intervencion del
Estado en el sector privado

conTrOL. La Casa Rosada aplica decenas de regulaciones, limita precios y frena importaciones

Pablo Ferndndez Blanco

LA NACION

Desde su llegada al poder, el Go-
bierno aumentd dristicamente la
injerencia del Estado en la vida de
las personas y la actividad de las
empresas, Un recuento de La Nagon
arroja quedesde diciembre de 2019

se pusieron en marcha casi 30 me-
didasorientadasa fomentar la inter-
vencidn del sector piblico en la ac-
tividad privada, tanto de pequefios
emprendedores y ahorristas coimo
degrandesgruposmultinacionales.

La paleta del Gobierno tiene
colores de tado tipo. Van desde la
profundizacién del cepocambiario

heredado de Mauricio Macri has-
talaobligacitn de reestructurarel
60% de deudas en délares para las
empresas que tuviesen que pagar
cuentasen el exterior. Asi, el Banco
Central lascondujoaunaespeciede
default inducido, que muchas pu-
dieron esquivaracostademanchar
su historia de cumplimientos.

Otro capitulo es el aumento de
impuestos. En poco méds de un afio
y medio al frente de la Casa Rosa-
da, Alberto Ferndndez subid o cred
masdeld gravimenes, ytambiénles
soltd las manos a los gobernadores
parasubirlos tributos provinciales,
lo que estaba vedado en la gestion
anterfor. Contina enla pagina 20

SOL, ARENA... Y VACUNAS. MIAMI (Para L nacon).— Por primera vez desde el inicio de 1a camparia devacunacién en Florida, el operativo llegd
ayeralas playasde Miami Beach,con el despliegue de gazebos, sillasy una clinicamavil que aplicdal menos 250 dosisde Johnson y Johnson. En principiosolo

LUCILA MARTI GARRC

fueron inoculados residentes o trabajadores registrados, a pesar de que en algunos puestosde Florida la norma es mas laxay abierta a extranjeros. Pagina8

La Ciudad mantiene las clases presenciales
ala espera del fallo de la Corte Suprema

covip. Los estudiantes portenos del secundario tendran un sistema bimodal

El ministro de Educacidn, Nicolds
Trotta, se reunid ayer con los res-
ponsables de las carteras educati-
vas de la ciudad de Buenos Aires,
Mendoza, Santa Fe y Entre Rios,
que tienen alto riesgo epidemio-

légico, para insistir en medidas
alternativasa las clases presencia-
les. Sinembargp, la Ciudad ratificd
que mantendri las aulas abiertas:
mientraslosalumnos secundarios
portefios empiezan hoy con el sis-

tema bimodal, enlos niveles inicial
yprimario, v en laeducacién espe-
clal se mantiene la presencialidad.
En la Ciudad esperan ademds que
la Corte se defina al respectoentre
hoyy mafiana. Pagina2

La adolescencia, el punto
ciego de la politica

Luciana Vazguez

Pagina3

Aulas cerradas: la
reaccidn de las familias

Phginad

En las terapias faltan
profesionales
Phgina$

Fernandez
respalda a
Guzman,

pero sigue
la tension

ecoNomia. El ministro
no logra desplazar a un
funcionario de Cristina

El presidente Alberto Ferndndez
respaldd ayer al titular de Econo-
mia, Martin Guzmsin, que enfren-
tafuertescriticasdel kirchnerismo
yque fue desautorizado porel siib-
secretariode Energia, Federico Ba-
sualdo, quien resiste un pedidode
renunciadel ministroconel apoyo
de Cristina Kirchner.

“Sequeda”, respondieron des-
delaCasa Rosada en referenciaa
Guzmén, en un intento de ratifi-
car la autoridad presidencial.

En el Gobierno anticiparon,
ademds, que el ministro forma-
ri parte de la comitiva del viaje
presidencial a Europa previsto
para este mes. Paginal3

EL ESCENARIO

Problemas de
Alberto, no
del ministro

Claodio Jacquelin

LA HACHON

44 | problema no es de
EMn.rtin. Es todo de
Alberto”. La frase

que desde el viernes pronun-
clan en el Ministerio de Eco-
nomiaexplicalamagnituddel
conflictoquedesatd ladificul-
tad paradesplazaraunsubse-
cretario a cargo de Guemain,
que, en realidad, solo acata
ardenes del cristicamporis-
mo. Continia en la pigina 15

Inquietud en
la region por
El Salvador

crisis. El Congreso, afin
a Bukele, destituyd ala
Corte Suprems. Paginalo
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ENTREVISTA DA 22
Christos Christou

Brasil poderia ter
evitado tantas
mortes por Covid
© presidente internacio-
nal da ONG Médicos Sem
Fronteiras, Christos Ch-
ristou, afirma que, além
de negligenciar a preven-
¢éio, 0 Brasil & o unico pais
ausar macicamente o “kit
Cowvid", remédios sem com-
provaciao cientifica.
“Bastava fazer o bdsico,
adotar as medidas que fun-
cionaram em muitos huga-
res’, disse o médico grego,
que criticou o ritmo de va-
cinacio no pais. as

Cidades negociam
doses com grupo
suspeito de fraude

Consdrcio de 15 munici-
pios de Sao Paulo nego-
cia a compra de vacinas
da Oxford/AstraZeneca
COm grupo turco parcei-
rode empresa americana
acusada pela farmacéutica
de fraude. A AstraZeneca
diz que vende apenas pa-
ra gOVEINos. Satide B3

Planalto tenta barrar

quebra de patentes de
vacinas saide B2

- r e

Vacinagio no Brasil
% da populagio vacinada®

2" dose 1* dose
Brasil 9,9 19,8
-
(5 0.6 pL]
M5 0.4 24,
ES a1 2

Cobertura da primeira doss™
100% i

Nimeros da pandemia

Casas Gbitas
Total 14,8 mi  407,8 mil
2.mal** 59,2 mil 2.407
variagho™"*  -9,7% ~16,4%
Em24h 28,5 mil 10

Dados das 20h de Zmai “Acima de 18
anas “*Médis mével de 7 diss = Em
ralagio a 14 dias

Jardin| Carvalhe/ Fothaprass
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Producao prevista é capaz
de vacinar todos os adultos

Em seis meses, seria possivel imunizar popula¢ao mundial, indica projecao

Governos ji encomendaram
11,6 bilhdes de doses de vaci-
na contra a Covid-1g, quan
tidade suficiente para vaci-
nar a populacio mundial in-
teira com 19 anos ou mais
{cerca de 5 bilhdes de pes-
soas), segundo projegio do
Unicef (Fundo das Nagbes
Unidas para a Infincia).

Em tese, 0s laboratorios
ém capacidade de produ-
zir o que foi encomenda
do. Consideradas as vacinas
aprovadas por pelo menos
uma autoridade nacional
(agéncia reguladora ousimi-
lar), as fibricas conseguem
preparar 1,92 bilhdes de
doses até o final deste ano.

Na reabertura, o parque |birapuera, na zona sul de Sao Paulo, lotou de visitantes que foram
aproveitar o sol; muitos estavam sem mascara ou a usavam incorretamente cotidiano BS

i~

EXPANSAO DO ECOMMERCE AUMENTA A DEMANDA POR

GALPOES

A taxa de vacinacéio tem
crescido més amés, chegan-
do acerca de 18 milhdes de
imunizados por dia. Nesse
ritmo, o restante da popu-
lagdo poderia ser vacinada
em menos de seis meses.

Essas sao projecdes arit-
meéticas, sem contar erros
e problemas de producio.

R% 5,00

Além disso, a distribuicao
tem seguido a logica socioe-
condmica. Se continuar as-
sim, sobrario doses na Eu-
ropa e nos EUA e faltardo
em muitos paises. sande B1

Falta Coronavac para
segunda dose em mais da
metade das capitais m

Internado novamente,
Bruno Covas pede
licenca da prefeitura

0O prefeito de Sao Paulo, Bru-
no Covas (PSDRB), voltou a
serinternado neste domin-
g0 & tarde e tomou a deci-
sdn de se licenciar do cargo
a partir de hoje.

Covas, 41, esti sendo tra-
tado de cdncer no sistermna
digestivo comm metistase Os-
sea. Ele havia saido do hos-
pital na semana passada e
estava e casa,

O vice-prefeito, Ricardo
Nunes (MDBE}, assumird a
maior prefeitura do pais.

Ex-vereador, Nunes ¢ liga-
do ao grupo do presidente
da Camara Municipal, Mil-
ton Leite (DEM).

Entre fucanos, sua ascen-
sd0 é vista com reservas,
embora seu desempenho
seja elogiado pelo governa-
dor Jo#do Doria, cotidianoe B4

Eduarda Knapp, Fohapress

Centro de distribuicao do Mercado Livre, em Cajamar (Grande SP), com 150,5 mil m? o equivalente a um Maracan3; procura por dreas de armazenagem cresce desde a pandemia Mercado A18

Cai participacio de
capital estrangeiro
em IP0Os no Brasil
A participacio de recursos
externos em langamento
de agdes de empresasbra-
sileiras na Bolsa caiu de
cerca de 70% para 30% em
dezanos, com redugao si%-
nificativa no governo Bo|
sonaro. Segundo especia-
listas, o aumento dorisco
Brasil ¢ uma das razdes pa-
ra a queda. Mercado A15

ATMOSFERA

Sdo Paulo hoje

27 !
&lso__-—-":""\._

oh  &h UTh 188 24h
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Equipe de Guedes

nio vé maneira de

bancar mais obras

A equipe do ministro Pau-
lo Guedes (Economia) nao
v eSpago para noveo cor-
te em despesas obrigaud-
rias, especialmente com
aposentadoria. A propos-
ta de reduzir esses gastos
pararetomar verbas para
obras tem sido articulada
por parte do governo com
0 Congresso. Mercado AZ0

Pocte: wwnw climatenspo.com.br

Haije Amanhd
Rio & 1630 & 1731
Brasilia £ 1425 & 1426
Ribeirée £» 1432 & 1532

C. Rochamonte
Renan age para
service de Lula

As falas rebarbativas de
Renan Calheiros na CPIda
Cowvid sfo um aceno ao PT:
ele mira a vice-presidéncia
da Repiblica. Uma chapa
Lula-Renan tem simbolis-
mo e potencial. Pode gal-
vanizar as forgas da cor
rupcio, navegando emum
ambiente de consagracio
daimpunidade. opinidoaz

Esporte B6
Campo de futebol
em Paraisdpolis (SP)
tera ajuda tcheca
para fazer reforma

ilustrada BS

Sem experiéncia na
cultura, ex-PM é
quem define uso de
verba da Lei Rouanet

AUDIENCIA/MES

PAGINAS VISTAS 248.038.517
WISITAMTES UNICOS 43.521.315

Congresso destitui
cinco magistrados
em El Salvador

Com maioria governista,
o Congresso de El Salva-
dor destituiu no sibado
{17} cinco juizes da Supre-
ma Corte que bloguearam
agoes do presidente Nay-
ib Bukele, populista de di-
reita eleito em 2019, A me-
dida recebeu criricas e ge-
ratemor de escalada auto-
ritdria no pais. Mundo A12

EDITORIAIS A2

Desfecho patético

Acerca de impeachment
de Wilson Witzel no Rio.

Onda de acdes leva
a banalizacdo da
Lei de Seguranca

A Policia Federal abriu 77
inquéritos em 2019 € 2020
com base na Lei de Segu-
ranca Nacional, aprovada
nos estertores da ditadura
militar. A Folha reuniu in-
formagdes sobre 35 pesso-
as atingidas pela onda de
apdes. A maioria foi feita
a pedido do governo e ar
quivada pelo MP poder a4

Boiada cultural

Sobre execucgao da lei de
incentivo oficial ao setor.
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Contrato colectivo contempla mas de una treintena de beneficios

Itaipii: Funcionarios gozan de

privilegios hasta en pandemia

La binacional paga a empleados adicionales al salario, como ayuda habitacional, alimentacion,
bonificacion temporal, gratificacion por funcion, extra por vacaciones, entre otros. PAGINA 10

De Guatemala a Guatepeor en el Senado

Si sale Gusinky entra
Retamozo que tiene
sombrio antecedente
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Corte destraba caso luego de tres afios
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« Sans la lberid de blimer, il n'esi poini d'doge Aattenr » Beaumarchals

JACQUES JULLIARD

«MYTHES ET REALITES
" DE L'ANTIHUMANISME > pace 20

OURQLT "ERSENSIBLES
NE SONT PAS FORCEMENT

MALHEUREUX

ESPAGNE

A Madrid, un
scrutin régional
sous tension paces

PROCHE-ORIENT
Israél en deuil aprés
une bousculade
geante lors

d'un pélerinage
ultraorthodoxe races
MOYEN-ORIENT
Paris sanctionne
des dirigeants
libanais races

EDUCATION
Collegiens

et lycéens font
leur rentrée sous
surveillance pace 0

FOOTBALL
PSG: Pochettino
doit trouver

].E‘S leiﬂel’s PAGE 18

JEUX VIDEO
Bataille royale
entre Epic Games
et Apple devant
les tribunaux eacs2e

« La chronique
de Nicolas
Baverez

= La tribune
de Jean-Yves
Le Borgne

FAGES 18, 19 ET 21

Réponses ala question
de vendredi:

Le confinement

wvous a-t-il donne envie
de démeénager ?

oul NON

37% 63 %
TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 154501

Votez aujourd hui
lefigarofr
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Elections régionales en Paca

La dl_‘oite cherche a sortir
du piege tendu par Macron

Apreés l'alliance conclue entre LREM et Renaud Muselier, Les Républicains, conscients que
c'est I'avenir de leur parti qui est en train de se jouer, ont dénoncé en bloc la manceuvre.

Sitdt annones, sitdt sanctionne,
Renaud Muselier s'est vu retiver
Iinvestiture LR aprés que Jean
Castex a annoncé une alliance

entre LREM et le président sor

tant de Paca. L'affaire a pris une
telle ampleur que Les Républi-
cains s& sont tous appelés di-

manche matin pour essaver de
construlre une nouvelle lste LR
et trouver une solution pour
eteindre I'incendie. Un défi alors

que la date limite du dépdt de me au menu de la commission
candidature est fixée an 17 mal.  d'investilure, mardi soir, o
Le sujet sera s coeur du conseil  Renaud Muselier sera présent.
strategique, mardi marin, com-  Le climat s’ annonce glectrique,

-+ MACRON REVE DE FRACTURER LR POUR AFFAIBLIR SON CANDIDAT EN 2022 -+ BRUNO RETAILLEAU: « NE PRENONS PAS LES ELECTEURS POUR DES IMBECILES »
- LE RN SE FROTTE LES MAINS ET MOQUE « LES REPUBLICAINS-EN MARCHE ! » PAGES 2 A 4 ET LEDITORIAL

Le Toulousain Antoine Dupont (@ g.) et le Rochelais Grégory Alldritt, dont I'éguipe a réussi exploit d"éearter les Irlandais
du Leinster dimanche en demi-finale, s'affronteront le 22 mai & Twickenham en finale de la Champions Cup.

~Toulo
~LaRo
hissen
le rugby
fran(,d‘is

R EOITORIAL ottt ot it vereresgeripmes

Les demi-habiles

e gui est commaxde avec le Ras
semblement national, c'est qu'il
permet dhabiller des plus hautes
vertus ftous les renoncements,
meEme les plus piteux, Non content
de lui avoir abandonné, un i un, les piliers de
la doctrine politique - nation, fronticres, sé-
curité, lakcité -, nos stratéges qul, depuls qua
rante ans, le font tranquillement prospérer
ont deécide, pour mieux le combattre, de lui
ouvrir 'autoroute du Sud. Oubliant que la
science électorale préfére la dynamigue a
I"arithmétique, Renaud Muselier a pensé
quiadditionner deux faiblesses le rendrait
plus fort. Rien n'est molns str. Dans ce jeu a
somme nulle, ce gue 'on gagne dans la poche
gauche est perdu dansla poche droite. De son
cité, Emmamnuel Macron veut faire la preuve,
un an avant I"élection présidentielle, qu'entre
lui et la droite 'alliance est inéluctable. Le
pari est hasardeux. Le soir du 27 juin, en cas
de défaite de son candidat témoin, 1"alliance
LR-LREM, présentée comme une digue
contre le RN, apparaitrait comme un mar-
chepled. On retrouve une fols encore le vice
originel de ces combinaisons : faire de Marine
Le Pen le pivot de notre vie politique. Penser

en fonction de son parti plutét que dans 1'in
térét du pays. La droite, qui a trop souvent
cedé a cette tentation, a malheureusement
joud un grand rdle dans cet affaissement de
lintelligence, Bilan : la France, dont toutes
less études d opinion montrent que I'épicentre
politique se trouve a droite, est devenue le
champ d'un affrontement sormmaire, brutal,
souvent navrant entre deux candidats qui
poursuivent le but commun dévacuer du jeu
cette famille

La responsabilite polltique.

. mpossible
de la droite pourtantde
est immense se contenter

d'un  débat

public qui opposerait jusqu'a la nausée le
«wthédtre antifascistes (Lionel Jospin) a la
disqualification systématique des élites. La
responsabilité de la drofte est immense : re
trouver souffle, convictions, énergle, vision,
courage, pour nous libérer de cette élection
négative. Sinon, les demi-habiles continue-
ront de compter sur la martingale du « front
anti-Le Pen», qul, 2 la fin de 'histolre, se re
tournera inévitablement contre ses concep-
teurs, |
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Le plan de
relanceface
au défi

du déclin
industriel
francais

Malgre une croissance
meilleure en France (+ 0,47%)
que dans la zone euro
(- 0.6 %) au premier trimes

tre, la crise marque en pro

fondeur I'économie. Le défi
de  la  désindustrialisation
n'en est que plus difficile a
relever. Le plan de relance, a
I"échelle francaise et euro-
penne, doit imperativement
accélérer la transition numé-
rique et écologique des en-
treprises. PAGES24ET 25
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Senior Tory says Johnson should
quit if he broke donation rules

Scottish leader breaks
ranks as PM faces claim
he sought cash for nanny

Rajeev Syal

One of Britain’s most senior Tories
broke ranks with colleagues yester-
day and called for Boris Johnson to

resignif heis found to have breached
ministerial rules over the refurbish-
ment of a Downing Street flat, amid
fresh claims that undeclared dona-
tions had been sought to fund the
prime minister's lifestyle,

Douglas Ross, the leader of the
Scottish Conservatives, said John-
son should “of course” quit if he had
breached the code by failing to be
honest about cash payments from
a Tory donor, His comment, which
caught No 10 by surprise, came after

The invasion of

Old Trafford:

Ed Aarons and Andy Hunter

Johnson was accused of obtain-
ing funds for the flat from a second
donor; a third was alleged to have
been asked to pay for his son’s care,
The party is attempting to move on
from a tornd week as it gears up for
electionsacross Britain on Thursday.
Labour has narrowed the Tories” lead
amid the sleaze allegations.
Appearing on BBC One’s The
Andrew Marr Show, Ross was asked
if Johnson should stand down if
found to be in breach of the code.

A A protester
on the pitch at

‘People expect the
highest standards of

those in high office’

Douglas Ross
Scoftish Conservatives’ leader

“OF course, | think people expect
the highest standards of those in the
highest office of the land,” he said.

their match against L iVLrlH:ll:ﬂ Two
police officers were injured in ugly

“That's why I think people are look-
ing at the investigations that are
ongoingand waiting for theanswers”

The new standards adviser, Chris-
topher Geidt, is investigating if there
has been a breach. Johnson would
be expected to show his behaviour
complied with the code, which makes
clear there should be “no actual or
perceived conflicts of interest™.

His former aide Dominic Cum-

mings claimed that the
prime minister had soughtoe

Unity of UK

‘under threat
from English
nationalism’

Ben Quinn

The UK’s unity faces being desta-
bilised by “flag-waving unionism™
from English naticnalist politicians,
one of the most senior officials to
emerge from Northern Ireland’s
traditionally Catholic community
has warned.

Ciaran Martin, who created the
framework for Scotland’s 2014 inde-
pendence poll as the Cabinet Office’s
constitution director, said the “com-
plex identities™ of Northern Ireland
faced being undermined by post-
Brexit attempts to “redesign” the
British state.

While Boris Johnson said in Belfast
in March that there must be broad
acceptance of governing arrange-
ments from those not in the majority,
Martin said: “What we have from
London instead is England-first,

Old Trafford scenes outside the ground, one of | flag-waving politics and ee
I l atCh I I after brandishes a them needing hospital treatment for | policies.” This was “Greater
One of the biggest fixtures in the  corner flag aslash wound to his face after being |

attacked with abottle,

Inaplanned protest over the Glazer
family’s decision tojoin the European
Super League (ESL) las

month, thousands nffanrlsee

English football calendar was post-  en
SCARFF|

i OLI
IGETTY

poned yesterday after more than 200
Manchester United fans, protesting
against the ownership of the club,
brake into Old Trafford hours before

fans storm ground

i
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