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What’s
News

Business & Finance

oinbase fetched an

$85 billion valuation in
the cryptocurrency ex-
change’s stock-market debut,
a watershed moment for an
industry that began a de-
cade ago as an experiment
in digital money. Al, Bl, B10

#* Goldman posted records
in gquarterly revenue and
profit, while JPMorgan
notched its highest guar-
terly profit on record. Wells
Fargo enjoyed its best-ever
guarterly profit in corporate
and investment banking. Al
# Dell said it would spin off
its stake valued at $52 billion
in cloud-software company
VMware, a deal the PC
maker said would strengthen
its financial position. B1

+ American Airlines said
it is preparing to operate a
nearly normal summer
schedule, anticipating that
widespread vaccination will
unleash appetite for travel. B1
# The Justice Department
has stepped up an antitrust
probe of American’s recent
partnership with JetBlue. B2

# Thermo Fisher is nearing
a deal to buy pharmaceuti-
cal-testing compamy PPD
for more than $15 billion. BL

+ The S&P 500 and Nasdag
fell 0.4% and 1%, respec-
tively, while the Dow indus-
trials posted a 0.2% gain. B11
* L retailer
LVMH reported a strong re-
bound in first-quarter sales,
defying the pandemic’s drag
on the global economy. BL

+ Kohl’s reached a deal with
activist investors that will add
three directors to its board
and leave its CEOQ atop the de-
partment-store chain, B3
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GUARDED: Afyllan army soldiers sﬂclur' a mi

By PauL Vicma

Coinbase Global Ine. fetched
an $85 billion valuation in its
stock-market debut, a water-
shed moment for an industry
that began a decade ago as an
experiment in digital money.

Shares of Coinbase, the
first major bitcoin-focused
company to test the US. public
market, opened at $£381 on the
Nasdaqg Global Select Market.
They rose as high as $429.54
in the first few minutes of
trading and ended the session

at $328.28. Coinbase went
public through a direct listing
under the ticker symbol COTN.
Coinbase was last valued at
about £8 billion in a 2018
fundraising round, but some
analysts had projected its val-
uation could rop $100 billion
based on private market trad-
ing. It briefly topped that
mark Wednesday before pull-
ing back. The exchange had
set a reference price on Tues-
day of $250, but no trades
were executed at that price.
Investors should take the

Afghans Brace for Change as Biden Sets U.S. Departure Date

ary hase thn-sday that was prn\rluu:ly used I:vy ULS. soldiers in the Nan-
garhar province. President Biden said he would withdraw the remaining American forces from Afghanistan by Sept. 1. A18

Coinbase Valued at $85 Billion
In Roller-Coaster Stock Debut

whipsaw mowves as an indica-
tion of how this stock may
trade, said Wedbush Securities
analyst Daniel Ives. “This is
zoing to be a roller coaster,”
Mr. Ives said, adding there
would be many investors trad-
ing in and out of the shares.
“Right now the Street is still
trying to put goal posts
around the valuation,” he said.

Founded by Brian Arm-
strong and Fred Ehrsam in
2012, Coinbase grew into one
of the most significant compa-
nies in the crypto market. It

lists for trading about 50 cryp-
tocurrencies besides bitcoin.
Taoday, the company has more
than L0000 employees serving
more than 56 million custom-

ers in 100 countries.
Coinbase’s debut on the
public markets feels similar to
when other sector-defining
companies went public, like
Please turn to page A9

Bank
Earnings
Soar to
Record
Highs

Turbulent markets and
a blank-check boom
produce blockbuster
results in first quarter

A stock-market boom
fueled by Reddit-reading indi-
wvidual investors and a burst of
companies entering the public
markets produced record
quarterly profits at Wall
Street’s biggest banks.

By Peter Rudegeair,
Orla McCaffrey
arnd Ben Eisen

Goldman Sachs Group Inc.
posted records in quarterly
revenue and profit. JPMorgan
Chase & Co. notched its high-
est guarterly profit on record,
driven by record revenue from
trading stocks. Even Wells
Fargoe & Co., a minnow on
Wall Street, enjoyed its best-
ever quarterly profit in corpo-
rate and investment banking.

The party shows no signs
of ending soon. Even after re-
porting a 73% increase in
wvestment-banking fees, Gold-
man said the wvolume of
coming transactions in that
business at the end of the first
quarter stood at a record
level.

“Activity levels continue to
be elevated from what I would
say was a pre-Covid activity
level by a meaningful
amount,” Dawvid Solomon,
Goldman’s chief executive,
said on a conference call with

analysts. “The environment,
# Cryptocurrencies leap to Please turn to page A2
reco Bl
# Coinbase IPO mints a # Heard on the Street: Doing
billionaire —......c—....—... B10 more with less.... . — B12

+ The Biden administration
will impose a range of re-
taliatory measures against
Russia in response to Mos-
cow’s alleged election in-
terference, a widespread
hacking campaign and
other malign activity. Al

+ The president said he
would withdraw the remain-
ing LS. forces from Afghani-
stan by Sept. 11, telling the
nation “it's time for American
troops to come home.” AlS

o pause using
JET's Cowid-19 vaocine will
remain in place after an ad-
wisory panel put off a vote
on how to move forward. A7

# Former Brooklyn Center,
Minn., police officer Kim Pot-
ter was taken into custody

and with second-de-

gree manslaughter in the fatal
shooting of Daunte Wright. A%

+ A forensic pathologist
testified for the defense at
the murder trial of former
Minneapolis police officer
Derek Chauwvin in the kill-
ing of George Floyd. A3

# The Senate confirmed
veteran regulator and
banker Gary Gensler as
chairman of the SEC. A4

a statement to “defend the
right to vote and oppose any
discriminatory legislation.™ A3
# The police officer who
killed Ashli Babbitt during the
U.S. Capitol riot won't face
federal criminal charges., A4
+ Died: Bernie Madoff, 82,
architect of one of the
largest financial frauds in
U.5. history. Al, A
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Dis

graced Ponzi Schemer

MadoffT, 82, Dies in Prison

By MicHAEL ROTHFELD
AnND JUsSTIN BAER

Bernie Madoff, a onetime
fixture on Wall Street who di-
rected one of the largest finan-
cial frauds in U5, history, died
Wednesday at a federal prison
hospital after serving the first
12 vears of a 150-year sentence.
He was 82.

Mr. Madoff, onetime chair-
man of the Nasdaq Stock Mar-
ket, shocked the world in De-
cember 2008 when he
confessed his investment busi-
ness was a multibillion-dollar
Ponzi scheme. He pleaded
guilty in March 2009 and was
given the longest sentence al-
lowed.

The size and duration of his
fraud, disclosed in the midst of
the global financial crisis, were
elusive. Initial reports indicated
$65 billion had been wiped out
at Bernard L. Madoff Invest-
ment Securities.
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Bermie Madoff leaving a New York court in January 2009.

But it soon became clear
that the assets Mr. Madoff
boasted of managing existed
only on paper. He hadn't in-
vested clients’ money, instead
shuffling billions of dollars
through his company’s bank ac-
count and fabricating state-
ments showing profits year af-

ter year. Ultimately, a court-
appointed trustee estimated
Mr. Madoff took $17 billion of
customer money through the
scheme.
Please turn topage AG

# Efforts to recover ill-gotten
gains continue ..

Amazon

Coerces

Partners by Using
Its Broad Reach

Technology giant strong-arms vendors in
one market to engage with it in others

By Darna MATTIOLT
AnND JoE FLINT

Amazon.com Inc. last year
told smart-thermostat maker
Ecobee it had to give the
tech giant data from its
voice-enabled devices even
when customers weren't us-
ing them. The Canadian com-
pany said no.

The smaller company
feared that complying with
the demand would late
customer privacy, said a per-
son Familiar with the epi-
sode. Ecobee’s devices work
with Alexa, Amazon’s voice-
powered assistant, and it al-
ready shared some data with

Amazon, the person said.
Moreover, the company wor-
ried Amazon would glean in-
sights from Ecobee’s users
that it could use in compet-
ing products.

Amazon responded that if
Ecobee didn’t serve up its
data, the refusal could affect
Ecobee’s ability to sell on
Amazon's retail platform, the
person said.

Amazon’s tactic of lever-
aging dominance in one busi-
ness to compel partners to
accept terms from another is
a familiar one, said former
Amazon executives and offi-
cials at companies on the re-

Please turn to page A0

Ketchup Packet Savers
Squeeze Them for Profits

Shortage of favorite condiment sparks

an online market for hoarders

By Heatner Happon
AND ANNIE GASPARRO

A ketchup shortage vexing
restaurants has fueled a sec-
ondary market—an under-
ground trade in coveted
ketchup packets.

Diners with the good for-
tune to have a stash
of sawved ketchup
packets are listing
them on eBay Inc. and
Facebook Inc.s Mar-
ketplace to make a
buck off the pan-
demic’s latest supply-
chain constraint.

Lindsey Cohen, a

Colin Ashibaeugh
and his packet  Please furnitopage A2

retiree  from Indianapolis,
logged onto eBay and posted
20 Heinz ketchup packets for
sale for 8 after The Wall
Street Jouwrnal reported April 5
an restaurants”’ squeezed
kerchup supplies. Ms. Cohen,
who said she amassed her col-
lection during fast-food stops
on a recent road trip,
typically uses eBay to
clear clutter from her
house but thought
hawking ketchup
sounded like fun.
About 12 hours
later, the packets sold.
“I"ve never gone so

U.S. to Punish Russia
For Hack, Interference

WASHINGTON —The Biden
administration will impose a
range of retaliatory measures
against Russia on Thursday in
response to Moscow's alleged
election interference, a wide-

By Michael R. Gordon.
Dustin Volz
and Vivian Salarma

spread hacking campaign and
other malign activity, accord-
ing to people familiar with the
matter.

Using a new executive or-
der, the measure will expand
the existing prohibitions on
U.S. banks trading in Russian
sovernment debt, some of the
people said. Previous prohibi-
tions targeting portions of

Russian sovereign debt shook
Russia’s markets and added to
its economic woes,

That order prohibits ULS. fi-
nancial institutions from buy-
ing new bonds directly from
Russia's central bank, finance
try and the country’s
massive soversign-wealth fund
after June 14.

Among other measures, 10
Russian diplomats will be ex-
pelled, including some due to
allegations that Russia nﬂ'ered
to pay bounties to militants
Afghanistan to kill U.S. mili-
tary service members, the peo-
ple said. Sanctions will be im-
posed for Russia's cvber
intrusions, election meddling
and occupation of Crimea.

Please furn to page A4
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U.S. NEWS
CDC advisers delay
J&J vaccine decision
over blood-clotting
cases. A7

THE MIDDLE SEAT
Shortage of vehicles
on rental-car lots
complicates travel
planning. an
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Troubleis looming

Why regulators need to get a grip
on SpaCS —BROOKE MASTERS, PAGE 17

Stuck again
Egypt seizes
Suez ship

Ever Given, the cargo ship that blecked
the Sucz Canal kst month, lies anchored
in Eygpt's Great Eitter Lake as canal
authorftes demand more than $300m
in compensation from its owners.

The cargo ship has been Impounded
while talks continue between the Susz
Canal Authority and the ship's Japanese
owners over the cost of the rescue and
damage to equipment and the canal.

Thie 8CA made a claim for £916m on
April 7, accordling to the UK Pl Clab, an
imsurer that cowvers the owner, Japan-
based Shoei Kisen Kaisha, against third-
party labilities, UK P&l sald a counter-
offer had been made and that itwas dis-
appointed by the decision to arrest the
Z20,000-ton vessel
Report paoe &

Combating QANnonN

Global conspiracy theary proves
hard to dislodge —eic rRe

PAGE 15

Coinbase’s $76bn debut puts seal

USA 5250 Canada C53.00

Dead reckoning

Should forgiveness kick in before
the final curtain? — noTesoOK, PAGE 16

on cryptocurrencies asset class

@ Digital exchange lists on Nasdaq & Market cap exceeds ICE & Powell voices reservations

MILES KRUPPA — 54K FRANC 1500
AZITA KASUMOW — NEW YORK
Stock market lervestors valued Coinbase
at$75.90n in its debut on Nasdag yester-
day, the first listing of a big cryptocarr-
ency exchange that granted malnstream
validation to the digital asset class 12
yearsafterthe creation ofbitooin.
Shares opened at $381, giving Coln-
base a market capitalisation that imme-
diately surpassed that of the Rew York
Stock Exchange’s parent compary, ICE.
which is worth $67bn. Coinbase woukl
be valued at $9%.6bmn, incheding options
amd other kinds of stock-based awards.
coinbase holds assets for S6m retail
customers amd operates the largest dig-
ital coin exchange in the US, a business
that has rocketed in recent months
alomg with the price of bitooin and other

Ponzl mastermind Madoff
dies in US prison at 82

Barnard Madoll, who archestrated the
biggest Ponzl scheme In histary, has
died in prison In Mosth Caroling, where
ha was sent after pleading guiliy in
2007 An investment adviser with

a seamingly golden touch, his firm
reparted market-beating returns for
years. But In 2008 he confessad 1o his
sors that it was a massive fraud that
used money Trom new invesions 1o pay
«off old ones. it destroyed fortunes and
ultimately Madofi's cwn family
Repart » PAGE 3

cryptocurrencies. “What we hope isit
Just brings a lot more transparency to
this iIndustry, and a lot more foouws.” sakd
Alesia Haas, chief financial officer of
Coinbase. “We've seen that with the
attention that Colnbase has recelved
during the past few m -

The listing certified Brian Armstrong,
Colobase co-founder and chief execu-
tive, as a multibilionaire, with a stake
worth $15.1bn at the openlng price.
Colnbase’s other big Investors inclode
wenture capital groups Andreessen Hor-
owitz and Unlon Square Vemtures and
Armstrong’ co-founder Fred Ehrsam.

Combase immediately became one of
the 120 most valuable public compandes
In the US, alead of Mscover Financkal
Services, Pirst Republic Bank and Nas-
daq, the stock exchange its shares are

HIEHAEL FEEL AHD
JiM BREUNSDEN — BRUSSELS
RICHARD MILNE — D500

The EU plans to massively iIncrease its
supply of the BioNTech, Plizer corona-
virus vaccine, as Denmark the
first European country toend use of the
orxford /Astrafeneca jab.

Ursula von der Leyen, European Com-
mission president, sald 3om doses of the
Flizer shot originally intended for the
fourth quarter of 2021 would be deliv-
ered between April amd June, raising the
EL's anticipated supply of the vaccine in
the second quarter to 250m doses,

Von der Leyen sald she had also
opened negotiations with BioNTech and
FPfizer to supply amammoth L8bn adidi-
thonal doses of the vaccine for 20:22-23,
s the Blec turns long term Lo mREMA-
based vaccines and the companies” jab

trading on. The company went public
through a divect listing, an alernative to
an initial public offering that does not
ralse any monsy.

Coinbase settled on a direct listing
after consldering a traditional PO and
the possibility of selling equaity tokens,
sald Barry Schuler, a partner at DF]
Growth, which flrst Invested in the com-
pany in 2005, The choice allowe:d nor-
mal Imvestors to begin purchasing
shares mmediateby:

“There's no question that millennials
amd [younger people] really gravitabe
toward crypto,” Schaler sald. “They
ook at the traditional financial infra-
structure and they see it as rigged, and
they're right.”

Coinbases fate is intrinsically linked
to demand for bitcoin and etherenm,

In particular. "We need to focus now on
technologies that have proven their
warth,” she said, “mRNA vaccines are a
clear case in point.” The BloMTech/
Pfizer partnership, which developed the
vaccine in Germany, had “delivered on
Its commitments and it is responsive to
ourneeds”, she added.

The announcement carme aller John-
s0om & Johnson sakd on Tuesday it was
pausing the planned European rollout
ofits vaccine because of passible Nnks to
rare blood clots, and as Denmark said it
was dropping the AstraZeneca shot
from its campaign for the same reason.

Bath the J&] and AstraZeneca shots
are adenovirs-based vaccines, which
use an inactivated virus to deliver the
vaccne proteininto the body.

The EU indtlally bet heavily on the
AstraZeneca and J&] shots, ordering
hundreds of millions of doses of both

C

Colnbase holds
assets for S6m
retall customers
ata time when
business ks
rockieting, along
with the price
of biteoln and
other digital

currencies

Brussels banks on BioNTech as Danes
drop AstraZeneca jabs over clot fears

with the majority of its revenue tied to
trading in the two cryptoconmrencies. Bit-
coln, one of this year's best-performing
asset classes, hoversd arund $65,400 2
token as Colnbase began trading, just
shy of an earller record high. Etherenm
traded near $ 2400

Bitcodn's su pporters have touted it asa
technology for transforming the world's
financial system, though Jay Powell,
«chalr of the Federal Reserve, was poar-
Img cold water on that ides just as Coln-
base began trading. Calling cryptocar-
rencies “wehlcdes for speculation”. the
central bank boss sakd: “MNo one 18 uslneg
them for payments, for example, like
the dollar. it's a little bit like gold.”
Additioral reporting by Cofby Smith
Marksts insight page 11
Lex pagels

Briefing

» Fees bonanza propels Wall Street banks
JPMorgan and Goldman Sachs have reported
higher-than-expected profits, fuelled by growth in
hmmmtlm.nﬁmkﬁbuwmmplnlmarkm
and bwer credit costs.— PAGE &; LEX, PASE 18

= Toshiba head casts doubt on CVC move
Baoard chalr Osamu Magayama has called into
question the private equity group’s pro $20bn
buyout, as the conglomerate conl the exit of
chief executive Mobuakd Kurumatanl.— pacs s

= IMF tells eurozone to unleash spending
The fund has told the corrency zone it should maise
govermment spending by an extra 3 per cent of
gross domestic product over the mext year to
mitigate the lmpact of the pandenslc.— pace 2

= General Atlantic to vepay Greensill loan
Insiders have sakl the Us
bunyout firm 1s borrowing
«300m from Goldman sachs at
a double-diglt Intevest rate to
repay a koan and distance fself
from Greensill.— racE 8

» Brazil says it deserves $1bn Amazon aid
Envirenment minister Ricardo Salles has stunned
diplomats by Insisting Brazi has dome ensugh
preserve the rainforest to warrant the ald, ahead of
climate talks hosted by joe Biden next week. — pacs «

» Wirccard link to German police revealed
A top police agency on-operated choscly over several
years with the disgraced payments provider untll
late 2020, with ratives from the BEA using s
credit cands during criminal investigations.— pacs 3

= US Japan to back Taiwan stance

'-'mﬁ
Washington has urged japanese prime minister
Yoshikide Suga, who will on Priday be the first

foretgn leader to meet President Joe Biden, to tssue
a joint statement of support for the island.— pase &

Datawatch
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waccines. But it has since battled bitterhy
with AstraZeneca after the company
delivered only about 30m doses of the
120m it had hoped to supphy by the end
of March. Mow slde-effect fears are mar-
rimg the rallout af both shats.

‘Other EU countries have restricted
the use of the AstraZeneca vaccine to
older people, while the Eurapean Medi-
cines Agency regulator is investigating
the same blot clot sym ptoms in a small
namber of red plents of the J&] shot.

The Labn-dose Plizer dealis also part
of growing EU efforts ta keep vaccine
production on its seil. The announce-
memt will add to questions over whether
the worlds wealthiest countries are
hoarding supply — 1.81n doses would be
sufficlent to give about five Pfizer shots
o every adultin the EUL
Global Insight page 2
Mix-and-match vacelmes page 3
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Late Edition
Today, clowdy, cooler, periodic rain,
some heavy later, high 54. Tonight,
cloudy, rain at times, cobder, low 41,
Tomarrow, mostly cloudy, showers,
high 54. Weather map, Page B12.
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‘It Is Time to End the Forever War’

Setting Pullout From Afghanistan,
Biden Says U.S. Reached Its Goals

By DAVID E. SANGER and MICHAEL D. SHEAR

President Biden at Adington Mational Cemetery on Wednesday. “American troops shouldnt be used as a bargai

HEW DR TIMES

g chip,” he said.

After 2 Decades of Turmoil, Afghans Face Still More Uncertainty

By THOMAS GIBEBONS-NEFF

KABUL. Afghanistan — A fe-
male high school student in Kabul,
Afghanistan's war-scarred cap
tal, is worried that she won't be al-
lowed to graduate, A pomegran-
ate farmer in Kandahar wonders
if his orchards will ever be clear of
Taliban land mines. A government
soldier in Ghazni fears he will
never stop fighting.

Three Afghans from disparate
walks of life, now each asking the

same question: What will become
of me when the Americans leave?®

President Biden on Wednesday
wowed o withdraw all American
troops by Sept. 11, 20 vears after
the first Americans arrived o
drive out Al Qaeda following the
2001 terrorist atacks. “War in af-
ghanistan was never meant 1o be
amultigenerational undertaking,”
he said, speaking from the White
House.

The American  withdrawal
would end the longest war in

Pervasive Fear That All
Gains Will Be Lost

United Staves history, but it is also
likely to be the start of another dif-
ficult chapter for Afghanistan’s
people,

“1 am so worried about my fu-
ture. It seems so murky. If the Tal-
iban take owver, I lose my identity”

said Wahida Sadeqi. 17, an 1lth
grader at Pardis High School in
Habul “It is about my existence, It
is not about their withdraaal. 1
was born in 2004 and 1 have no
idea what the Taliban did to wom-
en, but I know women were
banmned from everything ™
Uncertainty hangs over virtual-
ly every facet of life in Afghani-
stan. It is unclear what the future
holds and if the fighting will ever
stop. For two decades, American
Continwed on Page ALS

WASHINGTON — President
Biden declared on ‘Wednesd,
that “it is time to end the forever
war” in Afghanistan, saying that
the United States had long ago ac-
complished its main mission of de-
nying terrorists a haven in the
country and that leaving Ameri-
can forces there was no lon
worth the cost in blood and mones.

Speaking from the same spot in
the White House where President
George W, Bush ordered the start
of the war after the Sept. 11 attacks
nearly two decades ago, Mr. Biden
macdde a case that there was no
longer any justification — if there
ever was — Lo believe that the
United States military presence
could turn Afghanistan into a sta-
ble democracy.

The roughly 2,500 American
troops on the ground there, he
said, would be gradually with-
drawn starting on May I, with the
process complete by Sept. 11 a
timetable intended to signal his
determination to end a vesxing and
largely failed chapter in American
foreign policy.

Military officials suggested the
exit could be even more rapid,
leaving only a token guard force
for the American Embassy. NATO
forces, which today have a far
larger presence than the United
States, would also depart, Euro-
pean officials said.

=War in Afghanistan was never
meant to be a multigenerational
undertaking,” Mr. Biden asserted,
noting that service members now
serving in Afghanistan had par-
ents served in the same warn

“We were attacked,” the presi-
dent said in a somber 16-minute
speech laced with flashes of emao-
tion. “We went to war with clear
goals. We achieved those objec-
tives!

Mr. Biden has been a critic af
the American presence for more
than a dozen years, though his
concerns were often owverruled

when he was vice president. Now,
invested with the authority o or-
der an exit. he argued that the
United States had succeeded inits
one real task: ousting Al Qaeda
and making sure that the country
vmu]u never again be the launch-

for a terrorist attack on
r.ne United States, as it was on
Sept. 11, 2001

“We cannot continue the cycle
of extending or expanding our
military presence in Afghanistan,
hoping to create ideal conditions
for withdrawal, and expecting a
different result,” Mr. Biden said.
‘'m now the fourth United
States president to preside owver
American troop presence in Af-
ghanistan,” he continued. “Two
Republicans, teo Democrats. 1
will mot pass this responsibility on
vo a fifl

Mr Biden's tone underscored
what & humbling moment it was
for the United States. So many of
the objectives cited by the mili-
tary and other proponents of a
continued presence in Afghani-
stan — transforming the country
into a stable democratic ally,
wenkening the Taliban, fighting
corruption and the drug trade —
had either proved beyond the abil-
ities of the United States and its al-
lies or had yielded only partial or
LENUOUSs gains.

And the cost — in lives, treasure
and the focus of the nation —
proved staggering. Mr. Biden said
that as of Wednesday, more than
2,400 American service members
had died in Afghanistan,

Moments after speaking, the
president traveled to Arlington
Mational Cemetery to wisit the
graves of service members whao
lost their lives in Afghanistan. He
=aid the decision two withdraw
American troops was not difficult
because it was “absolutely clear™
to him that it was time to bring the

Cortinued on Page AILZ

Vaccine Distrust
Grows Globally
As West Pauses

By BENJAMIN MUELLER

Safety worries about the Astra-
Zeneca amd Johnson & Johnson
waccines have jeopardized inocy
lation campaigns far heyond the
United States, undercutting faith
in two sorely needed shots and
threatening to prolong the corona-
wirus pandemic in countries that
can ill afford 1o be choosy about
waccines.

With new infections surging on
nearly every continent, signs that
the vaccination drive is in peril are
emerging, most concertingly in
Afrkca.

In Malawi, people are asking
doctors how to flush the Astra-
Zeneca vaccine from their bodies.
In South Africa, health officials
have stop) giving the Johnson
& Johnson shot, two months after
dropping tlle AstraZeneca vac-
cine. And in the Democratic Re-
puhlic of (‘ongn 1.7 million Astra-
Feneca doses have gone unused.

The sense of uncertainty deep-
ened on Wednesday, when an acd-
wisory committee to the ULS. Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
wvention delayed a decision for sew-
en to 10 days on lifting a pause on
the Johnson & Johnson vacocine,
saying it wanted more data on a
rare blood cloming disorder: Those
shots were halted on Tuesday
over concerns about the disorder,
which emerged in six women, and
on Wednesday the panel learned
of tao more examples.

Also on Wednesday, the Euro-
pean Union said it would not make
any more purchases of the Astra-

Continuwed on Page AT
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Scott M. Stringer, center, has risen steadily in New York politics while preparing for a mayoral bid.

In New York, Political Insider Fights for Traction

By KATIE GLUECK

On a late February morning i
TriBeCa, the most seasoned poli-
tician in the New York City may-
or's race was sitting owtside, furz-
ing with hi foggin P eve-
zlasses as he wrestled with an as-
sessment of an  election that

appeared to be slipping frem his
srasp.
For Scott M. Siringer, every

chapter of his steady ascent
through New York tics — serv-
ing on a community planning

Stringer Seeks to Turn
Résumé Into Support

board as a teenager; becoming a
protégé of Representative Jerrold
Madler; moving from  district
leader to state  assemblyman,
Manhattan borough  president
and finally, city comptroller — has
laid the groundwork for a lonz-ex-
pected mayoral bid.

He has deep experience, boasts

a raft of endorsements and verges
an jubilant when describing his
passion for his hometown. For
much of the mayoral campaign,
none of that has been enough o
generate a surge of enthusiasm
around his candidacy, according
1o polling and interviews with
more than 30 activists, lawmakers
and other New York Democrats.

M Stringer is working hard to
change that.

1 I was a book, and youw're in a
bockstore and you saw the cover
of the book, you may say, '1'm not

Continued orn Page A 1S

Officer to Face
Charge in Death
Of Black Driver

This article is by Alan Fewer. Nich-
olas Bogel-Burroughs cnd  Mikie
Zaveri.

The Minnesota police officer
who fatally shot a Black man after
appearing to mistake her hand-
gun for her Taser was charged
with second-degree manslaugh-
ter on Wednesday, as prosecutors
moved swiftly in a case that has
thrown a Minneapolis suburb into
turmoil and focused the nation vet
again on the killing of an unarmexd
man by the police.

The charge against the officer,
HKimberly A, Potter, canme just
three dawvs after she Killed the
man, 20-yvear-old Daunte Wright,
during a botched traffic stop, and
following nights of protests in the
suburb of Brooklyn Center.

“Certain oocupations carry an
immense responsibility, and none
more so than a sworn police offi-
cer” said Imran Ali, the assistant
criminal division chief of the
Washington County attorney’s of-
fice. “We will vigorously pros-
ecute this case and intend to prove
that Officer Potter abrogated her
responsibility vo protect the public

when she I.ISA‘U her firearm rather
than her

It is rare Er.ur the police Lo mis
take their sidearms for their stun
guns, but it is especially rare for
officers like Ms. Potter to be
charged in such cases.

A Mew York Times review of 15
other cases of so-called weapon
confusion over the past 20 years
showed that only five of the offi-
cers were indicted. Only three, in-

Cortirtwed on Page AIG
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Bernard Madoff in 2009, He

was serving a 150-year term.

T

BERNARD MADOFF, 1938-2021

Whall St. Fraud
Who Left Trail
Of Devastation

By DIANA B. HENRIQUES

Bernard L. Madoff, the onetime
senior statesman of Wall Street
who in 2008 became the human
face of an era of financial mis-
decds and missteps for running
the largest and possibly most dewv-
astating Ponz scheme in flinancial
history, died on Wednesday in a
ledeml prison hospital in Butner,

e was 82,

ThE Federal Bureau of Prisons
confirmed the death, at the Fed-
eral Medical Center, part of the
Butner Federal Correctional Corm-
plex.

Mr Madoll, who was serving a
150-year prison sentence, had
asked for early release in Febru-
ary 2020, saying in a court filing
that he had less than 18 months to
live after entering the final stages
of kidney disease and that he had
been admitted to palliat are.

In phone interviews h The
Washington Post at the time, Mr
Madoff expressed remaorse for

Continuwed on Page AZ24

TRACKING AN OUTBREAK Ad-8
In India, Another Exodus

In the midst of a second wave of the
wirus, workers are flecing the cities Lo
poarly equipped villages, ralsing fears
of more infections. PAGE AT

NATIONAL Al4-20 THURSDAY STYLES D1-6

Diressing for a Pandemic
Warking from home wasn't all sweats
and leggings. How our wardrobes
changed, from India to taly. PAGE D4

The Superrich Return to Hisses
Some New Yorkers who staved in the
city resent seeing Wall Street types back

Vote on Reparations Bill

A House committes was poised to ad-
vanoe a bill that would address Ameri-
ca's legacy of racism. PAGE A17

The Left Takes On Maloney
A leftowing group is backing Rana
Abdelhamid’s primary bid against the

SPORTSTHURSDAY B7.9 ARTS Cl.10

INTERMATIONAL AD-13

History’s Collateral Damage Syrians Lose Status in Denmark | ycieran congresswoman. pacE als | Stepping Out at the Armory from their pandemic exodus.  PAGE D1
©Om Jackie Robinson Day, a writer exan- The country is the E_Us first to strip “30CIAL! the social distance dance
ines how teams poached stars and residencs permits, & palicy that rights BUSINESS BB club™ offers the chance w bop around EDITORIAL, OP-ED A22-23
doomed the Negro leagues., PAGE BT s W ill split families, PAGE AD & alone o music, with strangers. PAGE C1 . .
groups warn will split famitl Nicholas Kristof PAGE A22

Cryptocurrency Comes of Age
With acceptance from tradivional in-
wvestors, Coinbase, a profitable start-up
that eases transactions, is offering proof
of the industry's stayving power. PAGE Bl

Sizing Up the W.N.B.A. Draft
The lack of a deep run in the N.C A A,
basketball tournament shoukdn't hokd
back five strong prospects, PAGE BS

Somalia’s Leader Extends Term
Critics fear President Mohamed Abdul-
Lahi Mohamed’s move will plunge the
fragile country into violence.  PAGE A10

A Drone on the High Line

Sam Durant reveals his first large-scale
public sculpture since the "Sczlf[u]d“
controversy in Minneapaolis. ECl
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PRESIDENT BIDEN visits Arlington National Cemetery on Wednesday to pay his respects to Americans killed in the Afghanistan war
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Gaps in
vaccine
rates
persist

Despite progress in
administering COWVID
shots, underserved
areas still lag behind.

By LukeE MoNEY
AND MaTT STILES

Los Angeles County has
made significant strides in
administering COVID-19
wvaccines In communities of
color hardest hit by the pan-
demic, but those areas con-
tinue Lo lag far behind both
wealthier neighborhoods
and the county as a whole,
according to a Times data
analysis.

Some neighborhoods in
South Los Angeles — where
the spread of the coro-
navirus was particularly
devastating — saw the blg-
gest increase in how many of
their residents had received
at least one vaccine dose be-
tween March 1 and Monday,
the data show. Other areas
that saw major improve-
ment include Thai Town in

Hollywood, Lennox and
Cudahy.
However, despite the

[See Vacocine, AT]

Suspension of
J&J shot remains

U8, regulators say they
nead more time to assess
the vaccine’s potential
health risk. NATION, A%

Ex-officer charged in shooting

‘It’s not enough’ for Black man’s death, many in Minnesota say

PROTESTERS urged justice for Daunte Wright at Brooklyn Center police head-
guarters the same day Kim Potter was charged with second-degree manslaughter,

By KurTis LER
AND TAaNLA GIANGULI

BROOELYN CENTER,
Minn. — The prosecutors of
a suburban Minneapolis
county charged the former
officer who shot 20-year-old
Draunte Wright with second -
degree manslaughter on
Wednesday — a swift legal
move that some character-
ized as overly lenient after
another Black man's death
at the hands of police,

Oifficials from the Wash-
ington County Attorney's
Orifice announced the
charge aj Kim Potter,
who had resigned aday ear-
lier from the Brooklyn Cen-
ter Police Department. The
weteran officer was arrested
and booked into jail, but was
later released on $100,000
bail.
The charge carTies a
[See Daunte Wright. AG]

JARON ARMOND Los Angeles

A toxic legacy spans generations

By Rosamna Xia

When Rachel Carson's “Silent Spring™
first sounded the alarm on DDT and its
devastating effects on birds and fish, our
understanding of how this pesticide af-
fected humans was just beginning.
Chemicals can take years Lo reveal their
insidious power, and so for decades, scien-

Women born
decades after
DDT use
ended can

years have also linked DDT exposure to
obesity. birth defects, reduced Fertility
and testicular cancer in sons.

Now, ateam of toxicologists, molecular
blologists and epidemiologists at UC
Davis and the Public Health Institute in
Dakland have confirmed for the first time
that granddaughters of women who were
exposed to DT during pregnancy alsa

tists have been piecing together — study still face suffer from significant health threats:
by study — the reasons why DDT still Higher rates of obesity and menstrual pe-
haunts us today. riods that start before age 1L

First it was breast cancer in women elevated Both factors. scientists say, may put
who were exposed to this hormone-dis- riSkS of these young women at greater risk of

rupting chemical in the 1950s and "60s.
‘Then their daughters, who had been ex-
posed in the womb. Researchers over the

health woes

breast cancer — as well as high blood
pressure, diabetes and other diseases.
“This is further [See DT, A12]

BERNARD MADOFF, 1938 - 2021

Financier pulled off a Ponzi scam of epic scope

Juerin Lang Earopean Pressphoto Agency
‘STAGGERING HUMAN TOLL"
illions from large institutions,
charities, celebrities and other wealthy investors.

Madoff swindled

By ANDREW TANGEL

t was one of history's

greatest  swindles., a

con so audacious and

far-reaching that it

came to epitomize Wall
Street corruption, if not
sheer greed itself.

A titan of the stock mar-
ket once revered for what
seemed to be his unfailing
Midas touch, Bernie Madofl
Tan an epic $65-billion Ponzi
scheme — unprecedented in
size and global reach — that
wrought devastation upon
deep-pocketed institutions,

scores of charities and thou-
sands of investors around
the world as the financial
system convulsed in 2008,

In its wake, the nation’s
economy plunged into the
worst downturn since the
Great Depression.

What’'s stopping
the next big scam?
The SEC woke up after
the Madoff scandal. But
it lost ground under
Trump. BUSINESS, A8

yvear-old Madoff died early
Wednesday of natural
causes at the Pederal Medi-
cal Center in Butner, N.C.,
according to the federal Bu-
reau of Prisons. In poor
health with Kidney failure,
hypertension and heart
problems, Madoff asked last

year to be released because
of the COVID-18 pandemic.

The request was denied.
Madoll's  long-running
fraud easily dwarfed all pre-
wvious scams,. including that
of Charles Ponzi himself a
century ago. Its stunning
[See I, A9
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BIDEN:
‘TIME TO
END THE
FOREVER
WAR’

After two decades,
the Sept. 1l attacks
no longer justify U.S.
military presence in
Afghanistan, he says.

By Davip 5. CLouD
AND DAVID LAUTER

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Biden on Wednesday
formally announced a
Sept. 1 deadline to end mili-
tary involvement in A
ghanistan, arguing that the
2001 terrorist attacks that
led to the U.S.-led invasion
can no longer justify pro-
longing an unwinnable war.,

“We went to Afghanistan
because of a horrific attack
that happened 20 years ago,”
Biden said. referring to the
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on New
York and the Pentagon,
which Al Qaeda planned
from Afghanistan. “That
cannot explain why we
should remain there in 2021

“War in Afghanistan was
never meant to be a multi-
generational undertaking.”
Biden said. “It's time to end
the forever war.™

Biden's plan, which .S
officials had disclosed
Tuesday, means the United
States will miss the May 1
deadline the Trump admin-
istration set last year in a
deal with the Taliban. In-
stead, the U.S. drawdown
will start on that date, Biden
sald.

Speaking from the White
House Treaty Room, where
then-President George W.
Bush announced the first
airstrikes against Af-
ghanistan in 2001, Biden cast
the decision as an overdue
admission that the United
States has fallen short of its
Despite
thousands of casualties, and
nearly a trillion dollars
spent, a stable Afghanistan
has not. been achieved.

With Osama bin Laden’s
death a decade ago, the U.S.
accomplished its original
ohjective of punishing those
who planned the Sept. 11 at-
tacks, Biden said. Since
then, he added, the U.S. rea-
sons for staying have be-
come “increasingly unclear.”™

The withdrawal was also
necessary to reocrient na-
tional security priorities
toward more urgent threats,
he said. noting that Af-
ghanistan is no longer the
center of activity for anti-
U.S. militants, who can be
found scattered across Asia,
Africa and the Middle East.

Senior Republicans on

[See Afghanistan, AS]

Clash of rights
at high court
Justices are set o
decide whether a reli-
gious objection can
owverrule laws in sup-
port of LGBTQ equal-
ity. PERSPECTIVES, A2
Jordan targets
powerful tribes
A series of forceful
arrests have shocked
members of clans who
have been loyal sup-
portars of the mon-
archy. WoRLD, A3

Murder charge

in Smart case

Poly San Luis Obispo
classmate in his dorm
room during a sexual
assault. CALIFORNILA, Bi
Weather

Partly sunny, cool.

L.A. Basin: 68/54. B10

I AMAMIAI.
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BUSINESS INSIDE

Spanish-language media giants Univision and Televisa wi

merge. A8
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Expert:
Floyd’s
death not
homicide

Defense witness blames
drugs, says officer’s knee
wasn't on man’s airway

BY HOLLY BAILEY
Aann Mank BERMAN

MINNEAPOLIS — A prominent
forensic pathologist testified for
Derek Chauvin's defense Wednes-
day that George Floyd died of
“sudden cardise arrhythmia”™ be-
cause of existing heart disease
and illicit drug use, contradicting
prosecution experts who said
Floyd ssccumbed to a lack of
oxygen while pinned to  the
ground under the officers knee.

David Fowler, a former chief
medical examiner for the state of
Maryland, said he would not have
categorized Floyds death a homi-
cide, as an autopsy declared, say-
ing there were boo many conflict-
ing factors to accurately deter-
mine the manner of death.

He also suggested Floyd 's expo-
sure to exhaust from a W
police squad car may have con-
tribarted to his death — though he
later admitted during cross-ex-
amination fromm the prosecution
that he wasn't sare the vehicle
was running.

Fowler cited a tumor in Floyds
lower abdomen that he said could
have added to Floyds existing
high blood pressure and caused a
“sudden surge” of adrenaline to
his compromised heart.

“All of those combined to cause
Mr. Flogds death.” testified Fowl-
er, who now waorks as a private
eonsulant andwas o paid witmness
for the defense.

He cited the presence of

SEE CHAUVIN ON A8

The defense: An experl wilness
is baing sued in a similar casa. AT

Biden: Cycle ‘cannot continue’” in Afghanistan
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Leader
bul strugg
BY Cratc WHITLOCK

Four days after the United
States invaded Afghanistan, Pres-
ident George W, Bush appeared in
the East of the White
House for a prime-time news
eonference to address a nation
gripped by fear and anger about
the 9/11 attacks. Although most
Americans supported Bushs de-
cision to go to war, there was
widespread uncertainty about
how the conflict would unfold
and how long it might last.

made promises lo win
d o define the endgame

Bush, then 55, had been in
office for less than nine months.
That evening, on Oct. 11, 2001, he
sought to reassure the country
that LS. officials had learmed
hard lessons from the past amnd
that they were determined not to
get bogged down in an ill-defined
war in a faraway land.

“We learned some very impor-
tant lessons in Vietnam,” Bush
said. “This is a different kind of
war that requires a different type
of approach and a different type

SEE LESSONS ON A17
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BAENDAN SMILOWSHIACENCE FRANCE PRERSE, GETTY IMALES
President Blden visits Section &0 of Arlington National Cemetery, where troops who fonght in Afghanistan and Iraq are borled.

Velerans agonize over their sacrilices
for victories that still lie bevond reach

BY DAN LAMOTHE
AND ALEX HoRTON

As the ULS. military shut down
seores of remote outposts and
patrol bases across southern Af-
ghanistan 10 years ago, the Tali-
han planted a white flag on a
former ULS, position that had been
bulldozed, claiming the turf as its
own and taunting the withdraw-
ing Americans.

Marine Lance Cpl. Ramon Kai-
pat removed the flag and was
killed instantly when an impro-

vised homb hidden beneath it ex-
ploded, said Peter Lucier, another
Marine in Kaipats unit.

For Lucier, the incident, more
than any other event in his seven-
month tour, captured the bloody
futility of the war. Kaipat, 22, died
an April 11, 2002, standing on
ground that LS, eommanders
were no longer interested in hold-
ing.

TLucier recalled Eaipats death
as he heard the news that Presi-
dent Biden intends to remaove all

SEE VETERANS ON A1S5

SAYS U.S. MUST LOOK
TO MODERN THREATS

NATO allies will follow
suil in troop withdrawal

BY ANNE GEARAN,
Karkn DEYOUNG
Anp TyLER PAGER

President Biden announced
Wednesday that the United States
would withdraw all troops from
Afghanistan by Sept. 11, saying ina
speech from the White House that
the United States had becomwe
mired in an endless and increas-
ingly irrelevant conflict that more
time and more troops would not
resalve,

Biden did not declare a military
victory, saying instesd that a per-
petusl presenee in the country
would not serve U8, interests.
America must focus on a2 modern
landscape of threats that is far
different from that of nearly tao
decades ago, when the war began
in response to the terrorist attacks
of Sept. 11, 2001, Biden said.

“T'm now the fourth United
States president to preside over
American troop presence in Af-
ghanistan. Two Republicans, two
Democrats,” Biden said. “Twill not
pass this responsibility on to a
ffth”

In a sober address from the
Treaty Room, the same location
where President George W. Bush
announced that the war had be-
gun, Biden said the Unived States
had long since achieved the origi-
nal goals of the war.

“I've coneluded that it's time to
end Americas longest war It's
time for American tToops to come
home," he said.

Biden punctuated his remarks
with a visit to Arlington National
Cemetery’s Section 60, where
dead from the Traq and Afghani-
stan wars are buried.

“Look at them all,” Biden mar-

SEE AFGHANISTAN ON Als

Taliban: Leaders warm over plan,
demand troops leave by May. A16

MATO pullowt: Blinken amnd Austin
talk to alliance in Brussels. AL6

CDC panel extends pause on

Johnson & Johnson vac

Experts seek more data
on rare, severe clolling
hefore deciding its fate

Y LENA H. SUN
AND CAROLYN Y. JOHNSON

A federal vaccine advisory com-
mittee sabd Wednesday that it
wanted more data before decid-
ing whether to resume use of
Johnson & Johnson’s eoronavires
vaccine, leaving in place a pause
that federal officials had recom-
mended becanse of a rare and
severe type of blood clot identi-
fied so far among six of the 7.5 mil-
lion people who received the shot.

The move means the single-
shot Johnson & Johnson product
will remain on the shelf for at
least a week.

At a hastily arranged emergen-
oy meeting a day after federal
officials recommended a pause in
use of the vaccine, advizers to the

IN THE NEW

cine

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention agreed to reconvene
wid 1 10 days, acknowledging
the urgency of making a decision
about a vaccine that is a key part
of the strategy toend the pandem-
icin the Tnited States and glohal-

T
The Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practices reviewed
details about six cases of blood
elots in wormen who were between
the ages of 18 and 48. The women
developed symptoms, most often
headaches, six to 13 days after
vaccination. Une vaccine recipi
ent, a inia woman, died in
March, and another is
condition, health offi
said. Two have been discharged,
and three remain in the hospital.
Instead of voting on a recom-
mendation about whether and
SEE VACCINE ON Ao

More evidence: Dutdoor settings
unlikely to spur transmission. AS

A hurdle in U.S.
shot risks feed|
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ULS. Army 2nd Lt. Caron Nazario sued police over being pepper-sprayed in Virginia. Nazario

near Erle

THE NATION

Erew
— who died after a police echokehold In Staten Island — and considered him an unele.

Soldier’s family again shaken by a violent arrest

BY JUHN WooDrow Cox
AND MicHAEL 8§, ROSENWALD

For a moment, as the video
played on his cellphone, Charles
Welch thought he was about to
watch a White police officer kill
one of his family members for the
second time.

Om the scereen, he saw his wife's
counsin, Caron Nazario, a 27-year-
old Army second lientenant who,
while still in uniform, had been
pulled over by a pair of officers in
Windsor, Va. Both men had
drawn their weapons, and mow
both were screaming at Nazario,
who struggled to understand
what they wanted from I .

“What's going on® he asked, in
avideo from the December traffic
stop that has since exploded
across the Internet.

“What's going on is you're fixin®
to ride the lightning, son”™ Officer
Joe Gutierrez shouted back, using
a slang term that can refer to
execution.

Welch, 52, couldn™t process

SEE NAZARIO 0N AT

Dismissal: Chicl says officer was
fired because of backlash. B1

THE ECONOMY BEabbitt during the Jan. y
O bercame the B siege. B1 l “\ l I ) [ -
first major cryptocur- The Great Dismal

HIFORD WA SUME GETTY IMAIGES

Ber L. MadolT dies The 82-year-old was
the mastermind of a vast Ponzi scheme and
became a symbol of Wall Street greed. B6
Minn. officer charged After resigning in the
fatal shooting of Daunte Wright, she has been
accused of second-degree manslaughter. A8
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The Capitol Police in
spector general is ox-
pected vo deliver scath-
ing testimony to Flouse
lawmakers about lapses
that left the force under-
prepared for Jan. 6. A3
President Biden will
tap an energy lawyer for
the Mo, 2 Interior De-
Fnu-mwm post after his
rst choice was derailed
over her past stance
against fossil fuels. A4

THE WORLD
Concerns abowt blood
clows associated with
the AstraZeneca and
Johnson & Johnson vac-
cines are deepening

worrics that the shots
may not reach develop-
Ing narions seomn., A11

A photographer’s visit
o Baghdad a year after
anti-government pro-
testers filled the streets
revenls a sharply altered
SCEME. ALS

Iran’s plan to increase
uranium enrichment to
A0 pereent purity has no
“eredible” eivilian pur-
pose, three Enropean
powers warned. A18
‘Germany is investigal-
ing and threatening v
[ProSe people who
dom’t warkt their turn for
coronavirs veceines, an
effort some critics say
isn’t worth the time. A%

rency player to go p
lie, with an $55.8 billion
valuation. Az0

A surge of major com-
panbes and corporte
leaders oppaosing voting
limits in dozens of states
contld test a long allianee
with the GOP, Az2

The FBI, amid a 2016
standoff with Apple,
used a “wihite hat™ Aws-
tralian hacking finm to
unlock the iPhone of a
terrorist in the San Ber-
nardine shooting. Az6

THE REGION

A Capitel Police officer
Thas been cleared of
wrongdoing for fatally
shooting protester Ashli

Swamp was a refuge for
the enslaved and often
their final resting place.
Their descendants are
trying to preserve it as a
national heritage sive. B1
A DO, statehood bill
cleared a House panel
and could be passed by
the full chamber next
week, but its fate in the
Senate is murky. B1

An armed group wait-
ed in Virginia for orders
o come o the Capitol as
the rior unfolded, a

LOCAL LIVING

The tree we need
An pak adds & sturdy,
steadiast presence —
along with an ecological
ally — to any garden,
writas Adrian Higgins.

STYLE

Throw him a bone
After twa “biting
ncigents” invohing the
Bidens" dogt Major, allow
us b shed some Hight an
the subject. €1

prosecutor said. B
Maryland Lt. Gov.

COMTENT & 071
P 34, R, 131

Boyd Rutherford (R)
said he won't run in
2022 w replace Gov,
Larry Hogan. B3
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Murio Bernard Madoff,
el mayor estafador

de la historia

Fue una figura ineludible de las finanzas;
cumplia una penade circel de 150 afios ras
haber robado US$17.000 millones a sus
inversores conun esquema piramidal. Pagina 12

Paginald

Juan Gonzilez, enviado de Joe Biden para
laregidn, dijo que “el FMI debe reconocer
que estamos en la peor crisis en 100 afos™,

GESTOS DE APOYO DE EL GOBIERNO MANDA A
EEUU. ALPAISENLA LA AFIP A VIGILAR QUE

RELACION CONELFONDO | NOSUBAN LOS PRECIOS
—politica —economia

Sedecidio en la reunion de gabinete

stroMartin Guzmdn,
que la inflacion en

marzo fue “la masalta del afio”. Pigina 19
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Endurecen los cierres y suspenden
las clases presenciales en el AMBA

coroNAVIRUS. Ferndndez anuncié que en el drea metropolitana no se podra circular entre las 20 y las 6, y advirtio que
las fuerzas federales garantizaran el camplimiento; las restricciones rigen hasta el 30 de abril; fuertes cacerolazos

2r- s 4

Laindignacién se trasladé anoche a la quinta presidencial de Olivos, donde

Las restriccionesvan a mdés. El presi-
dente Alberto Ferndndez termind un
dia de vértigo, en medio del avance
de la pandemia, con el anuncio sor-
presivode que sesuspenderin desde
el lunes las clases presenciales en el
drea metropolitana, Ademiis, a par-
tir de manana se prohibird lacircula-
cion en las calles entre las 20y las 6.

Con tono dramético, Ferndandez
advirtié que ordenara a las fuerzas
federales de seguridad garantizar el
cumplimiento de las medidas. Hizo
especial énfasis en su intencion de
“cuidar” a los ciudadanos de la Ca-
pital, cuyo jefe de gobierno, Horacio
Rodriguez Larreta, seresistiaaendu-
recer las medidas de confinamiento.

El plan regird en principio hasta el
30deabril, la misma fecha estableci-
daeneldecretodelasemana pasada,
quefijolasrestriccionesactuales,que
hanquedadosuperadasanteel creci-
miento de los contagios, el aumento
de la ocupacion de camas criticas y
las presiones internas de sectores
del kirchnerismo para cerrar todala
actividad.

g

Anoche, el gobernadorde SantaFe,
Omar Perotti, dejé trascender que no
adheriri a las medidas y mantendri
las clases presenciales. Los otros go-
bernadores analizarin hoy queé me-

Entrelos anunciosde Fernindez se
destacanel horario médximo permiti-
doparaloscomercios,entrelas 9y las
18, ¥ la prohibicidn de las actividades
deportivas, recreativasy religiosasen
lugarescerrados, Mientras termina-
baeldiscursodel Presidente, estalla-
ron fuertes cacerolazos en diversos
barriosde laciudadyel conurbano,y
frentealaquinta de Olivos, Pagina2

“Ya no hay margen de
maniobra”. La segunda
ola en las terapias
Pagina &

La dura reaccion de los

chicos por lavueltaa la
virtualidad

Pagina 9

hubo un ruidose cacerolazo

LAS MEDIDAS

Ci lacién
Desde las 0 de mafiana se
prohibe circular porlasca-
llesenel AMBA entrelas 20
v las 6, Habra controles de
fuerzas federales.

Clases

Sesuspende desdeellunes
la modalidad presencial
hasta el 30 de abril.

Comercios

Solo podréin abrir entre las
9ylas19 Los restaurantes
podran hacer emvios porla
noche.

Deportes

giosas enlugares cerrados.

EL ESCENARIO

La Argentina,
en manos
de la
improvisacion

Carlos Pagni

L NACION:

a alternativa vida o eco-
L;lmniﬂ.conlaqueellilﬂn—

ropoAlberto Fernandes
organizd en 2020 su discurso
frente a la pandemia, ha sido
sustituida por otra, mucho
mas amenazante para la sa-
lud electoral del oficialismo:
vacunacion o confinamiento.
Continia en lapagina 15

o ¥ .

A Larretanolo
consultaron,
pero acatara
las decisiones

Esta vez no hubo
negociaciones entre la
Casa Rosada y la Ciudad

El jefe de gobierno portefio, Ho-
racio Rodriguez Larreta, quedd
fuera de las discusiones para im-
poner nuevas restricciones a la
circulacién. No lo consultaron
ni le avisaron sobre el contenido
de los anuncios, que incluyen la
suspension de las clases presen-
ciales, algo a lo que él se opone
abiertamente. Pese aello, acatard
las medidas. En su entorno caussd
malestar la decision de recurrira
lasfuerzas federales para garanti-
zar el cumplimiento. Pagina 4
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BUSCA POR OXIGENIO CONTINUA ALTA EM SAO PAULO

Funcionario da fornecedora Air Products, em Mogi das Cruzes, faz contagem de cilindros em
caminhao com destino a Santa Casa, na capital; indastria ainda vé demanda grande Saide B1

Vacinacao

no Brasil
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Murismo B15S
Pandemia faz
crescer vergonha
de fotos de viagens
nas redes sociais
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Protesto contra Bolsonaro em frente @ embaixada do Brasil em Buenos Aires agustin MarcarianReuters

EDITORIAIS A2

A moda do fura-teto
Sobre PEC em estudo pa-
ra elevar gastos federais.
Fragmentagdo peruana

Acerca de primeiro turno
da eleicfio presidencial.

R% 5,00

Supremo confirma
CPI da Covid e deixa
Senado sob pressao

Em derrota para presidente, ministros concordam que
estao presentes requisitos exigidos pela Constituicao

O STF (Supremo Tribunal
Federal) confirmou a deci-
sa0do ministro Luis Rober
to Barroso de mandar o Se-
nadoinstalara CPIda Covid.
Por 10 votos a 1, 0§ minis-
tros concordaram que a mi-
noria tem o direito de abrir
COMISSA0 para apurar aghes
e possiveis omissoes do go-
verno Jair Bolsonaro na con-
ducao da crise sanitiria.

Tribunal mantém
julgamento sobre
Lula em plenario

O STF decidiu onterm man-
ter o julgamento sobre a
anulagio das condenagbes
doex-presidente Lula (PT)
no plendrio da corte, con-
trariando a defesa. O méri-
to da decisio do ministro
Edson Fachin devers ser
analisado hoje. Poder ann

Em SP, 68%
dos hospitais
tém falta de
‘kit intubacgdo’

Municipios paulistas afir-
maram ontem que 68%
dos servigos de satide do
estado zeraram o estogue
do chamado “kit intuba-
cao” e ja utilizam remé-
dios alternativos, menos
modernos, para supri-lo.

De acordo com o gover-
no Jodao Doria (PSDE), a
reposiciio do kit ¢ urgen-
te para evitar um colap-
s0. Esses medicamentos
540 essenciais para tratar
pacientes de coronavirus
emsituacio grave, SaddeB2

Argentina impde togque
de recolher na capital

O pais enfrenta segunda
onda da pandemia comsu-
cessivos recordes. Ontem,
o presidente anunciou to-
que de recolher das2och as
6h na regido metropolita-
na de Buenos Aires. as

A decisfo € uma derrota
para o presidente —que tra-
balhou para evitara CPI—e
reforcou a pressao sobre o
Senado. O placar também
indicou unidade do Supre-
moemmeio i crise entre Po-
deres e aos atagues de Bol-
sonaro a Barroso. Até Kas-
sio Nunes Marques, tratado
como aliado por bolsona-
ristas, endossou a maioria.

Governo dos EUA
espera seriedade
de Bolsonaro

O governo Joe Biden es-
pera que Jair Bolsonaro
demonstre seriedade na
discussio sobre desmata-
mento durante a Capula
de Lideres sobre o Clima,
nos dias 22 e 23, segundo
porta-voz do Departamen-
to de Estado. Mundo a1

A esmrarégia do Planalto
agora € evitar que parlamen-
tares como Randolfe Rodri-
gues (Rede-AP) e Renan Ca-
Iheiros (MDB-AL), criticos
recorrentes do governo, ocu-
pem cargos de destaqgue na
investigacio. Poder Ade AS

Andlise Eloisa Machado
Corte deixa saida politica a
gquem deve construi-la as

PAINEL

PF afirma ao STF
que Salles dificulta
fiscalizacio no AM

O chefe da Policia Federal
do Amazonas, Alexandre
Saraiva, encaminhou no-
ticia-crime ao STF em que
pede investigacio das con-
dutas do ministro Ricardo
Salles (Ambiente). Poderas

Mulher morre apds teste
clandestino com cloroquina

Infectada pela Covid, a téc-
nica em radiologia Jucicleia
de Sousa Lira, 33, morreu
apds passar por nebuliza-
¢ao de hidroxicloroguina
emum hospital estadual em
Manaus. O teste foi condu-
zido pela ginecologista pau-
listana Michelle Chechrer:

O marido da paciente nido
sabia que ela, entio em es-
tado grave, havia recebido
tratamento experimental
até ver video da sessao no
WhatsApp, de responsabili-
dade de Chechter. Jucicleia
morreu 27 dias apds dar a4
luz o anico filho. sadde B1

Cai a ocupacio de leitos de UTI
em hospitais privados do pais
A taxa de ocupacio de leitos de UTI Covid em hospitais

privados do pais caiu em média 13 pontos percentuais, de

98% para B5%, nasiltimas duas semanas. Cirurgias eleti-
Vas que estavam suspensas ji comegam avoltar. sadde 24

Trabalhadores do

transporte apelam
a greve por vacina

Sindicatos de motoristas,
cobradores, ferrovidrios
e metrovidrios ameacam
entrarem greve nos proxi-
mos dias20e 27 pelainclu-
S$80 Nos grupos prioritari-
os davacina em Sao Paulo,
comao ji ocorre com polici-
ais e professores. sadde Bs

SP tera campanha
para 60 a 64 anos
no fim deste més

Saide BS

Morre Madoff, mentor
de fraude bilionaria
Bernard L. Madoff, o ex-
magnata de Wall Street
que dirigiu a maior e pos-
sivelmente mais devasta-
dora piramide financeira
da historia, morreu ontem
na prisdo, aos 82 anos. azs

Dinamarca desiste
de usar Oxford em

sua imunizacdo

A Dinamarca decidiu en-
cerrar 0 uso da vacina de
Oxford/AstraZeneca, por
acidentes vasculares gra-
ves raros ligados ao frma-
co. Noentanto, o Orgao re-
gulador do pais, otlinicoa
anunciar veto, disse que o
produto € seguro.  saide B7

Schiavinato, 66,
é 12 deputado a
morrer infectado

Poder AL

TCU absolve Dilma

no caso de Pasadena

Por unanimidade, o Tri-
bunal de Contas da Uniao
(TCU}absolveu ontem Dil-
ma Rousseff (PT) no pro-
cesso sobre a compra da
refinaria de Pasadena pe-
la Petrobras em 2006. a9
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Irregularidad ocurrio en la universidad del gobernador Roberto Gonzalez

Vergonzoso: Vacunados vip
dejan sin dOSIS alld anclanos

Escandalo en CDE
involucra a cono-
cidas figuras
empresariales,
judiciales y po-

liticas que fue-

ron inmunizadas

en detrimento de
personas de 85 afios.
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Général Georgelin :
«Sécurisée, Notre-Dame
entre dans le temps

de la reconstruction »
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Les ohstacles se multiplient
sur la route de la vaccination :
restrictions  dutilisation du
vaccin AstraZeneca, suspen

sion  du Janssen/Johnson
& Johnson avant méeme son
arrivée pour les mémes sus

picions d'effets indésirables,

Deux ans aprés I'incendie qui a ravagé la cathédrale et
apiés une longue phase de sécurisation, les compagnons
et les ouvriers entrent maintenant en jeu pour restaurer
les parties détruites. Un chantier prévu jusqu'en 2024,
année de la réouverture avee un nouveau circuit de visite.

B3 EDITORIAL per pritiope cate pocticicrigmross
Défaite

’ accablons pas le waincu.
Comme ses prédécesseurs,
Joe Biden n'avait que des
mauvais choix devant hui en
Alghanistan. Aprés vingt
ans de guerre, il a finalement opté pour
« ["Amérique d'abord » en v mettant a peine
plus de formes que Donald Trump. En février
2020, ce dernier avait signe aux talibans une
promesse de retrail américain d'ied au L= mai
prochain, sans concertation avec ses alliés de
I"Oran et du gouvernement afghan. Biden re
pousse le curseur de quatre mois, ouvrant
tout juste la fenétre logistique ndcessalre 3 un
départ ordonné. Il s'estimera heureux si lui
sont épargnées les images d'une sortie ver-
sion Saigon 1975...
Les Américains s'en vont sans poser de condi-
tons - i1s ont finl par comprendre que, dans ce
cimetiére des empires, o' était la garantie de ne
Jamais partir, Les ralibans, quant a eux, n'ont
s tenu leurs engagements envers Trump de
couper les ponts avec al-Qaida et de négocier
un partage du pouvodr avec les autorités éhes.
Débarrasseés des forces occidentales, ils ne de-
vraient pas tarder i remetire la main sur ke
pays, renvovant les droits de 'homme - et
plus encore de la femme - «a l'dge de pierre»,

selon avertissement du chel d'état-major
américain, Moins de deux ans avaient suffi
pour que s'écroule le régime prosovictique
laissé par I"Armée rouge aprés son départ pré-
cipité en 1989, 11 est illusoire de penser guie le
chiteau de cartes édifié par Washington a for-
ce de dollars (plus de 1000 milliards) et de
sang (2000 Gl et 100000 Afghans tués au bas
mot) résiste beavcoup phis longtemps.

Celte défaite qui

Le retrait est aussi la notre
americain celle de 1"Ctan,
. drapeau sous le-
prepare la quel la France
a]'n déploya  jusqu'a
pfOCh N 4000 hommes
guerre avant son retrait
d'Afghanistan  en 2012 - prépa-

re la prochaine
guerre d"Afghanistan. Guerre civile entre sel
gneurs locaux qui réactivent déja leurs ar-
mées privies ; guerre antiterroriste 1élégui-
dée a coups de drones et d'opérations
spéciales... Comme I"a montré le retrait d'lrak
en 2013, la région a horreur du vide. Au moins
les Occidentaux devraient-ils étre guéris
proair in certain temps du réve nail d exporter
la démocratie, |

IS5 2 a2
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difficultés chroniques d'ap-
provisionnement en  wille,
mesaventures de la Slovaquie
avec le Spoutnik V et du Chili
face a la résurgence de I'épi-
démie... La France, pourtant,
maintient le cap el espére
toujours pouvedir, dici ala fin

Vaccination :
la France
tiendra-t-elle
ses objectifs?

Les difficultés s'accumulent mais, griace a la montée
en puissance des vaccins 3 ARNm, 'espoir demeure
de parvenir a une immunité collective d’ici a la fin de I'été.

de 1"été, proposer la vaccina-
tion & tous les adultes. L'En

rope, de son cité, prépare
pour fin juin un certificat sa

nitaire qui devrait faciliter
une circulation en toute sé

curité, De quod finir par voir
le bout du tunnel ?

-+ FAUT-IL ELARGIR LA VACCINATION AUX PROFESSIONS « ESSENTIELLES » ? - LES MEDECINS DE VILLE LASSES
PAR UNE LOGISTIQUE CHAOTIQUE - AU CHILL LEPIDEMIE RESISTE AU VACCIN - VERS LA MISE AU POINT
D'UN CERTIFICAT SANITAIRE EUROPEEN - LA GRANDE RUEE DES LABOS VERS LES VACONS ARRN PAGES 2 h 5

Afghanistan : aprés vingt ans
de guerre, Biden ordonne
le retrait américain

Joe Biden a pris la décision de
retirer les forces américaines
d'Afghanistan, fixant au
11 septembre 2021 la date butoly
pour leur départ. Une échéance
symbolique, qui marque le

N anniversaire des attentats
de New York et de Washing-
ton. « Il est temps de mettre fina
la plus lorngue guerre d'Améri
g =, estime le président.

PAGE 10 ET LEDITORIAL
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Covid passports may be unlawful

Minority-ethnic people
and migrants ‘could be
denied services and jobs'

government’s independent equali-
ties watchdog has advised.

As ministers decide whether the
documents should be introduced
as passports to certain events later
this vear, the Equality and Human
Rights Commission (EHRC) has told

workers helping older people may
not be lawful. According to a sub-
mission seen by the Guardian, the
EHRC said Covid-status certificates
could be a “proportionate” way of
easing restrictions, given the toll
lockdown had taken on wellbeing

‘Thereisarisk to
those who cannot

receive the vaccine’

the vaccine, unless theycan be shown
tobe justified,” it said. “Any manda-
tory requirement for vaccination or
the implementation of Covid-status
certification may amount to indirect
discrimination, unless the require-
ment can be objectively justified.”

Exclusive the Cabinet Office they risk creating  and livelihoods, EHRC The warnings emerged as the
Aubrey Allegretti a “two-tier society”. But it said they risked further Human rights watchdog health secretary, Matt Hancock,
Robert Booth The watchdog also said employ-  excluding groups among whom vac- gave the clearest indication yet that

Covid-status certificates being con-
sidered by ministers to help open
up society could amount to unlaw-
ful indirect discrimination, the

Greensill:
MPs reject
lobbying
inquiry

Tory MPs voted en masse yesterday
to block a broader inquiry into the
Greensill scandal as Labour claimed
there was now evidence of sleaze at
the heart of government.

But in a sign ministers are strug-
gling to contain the most serious
crisis over lobbyingand political eth-
ics in years, two committees of MPs
announced their own inquiries,

The head of the civil service,
Simon Case, also conceded that
recent revelations relating to Green-
zill had provoked “acute concern”
-and he ordered officials to urgently
disclose any roles with private firms
orother possible conflicts of interest.

While most of the controversy
about the failed lobbying efforts to
save Greensill Capital has centred on
David Cameron and the ministers he
contacted, the focus moved to civil
servantsafter it emerged a senior offi-
cialworked for the company while in
government, Case, the cab-
inet secretary, met heads of

5400_u1165

ers should not be allowed to hire
workers on a “no jab, no job™ pol-
iey until all young people had been
offered a vaccine, and that plans
to make them mandatory for care

Land grab
Analysis
shows scale of
Dubai ruler’s

UK portfolio

News Pagesi6and17 =

cine take-up was lower - including
migrants, those from minority-ethnic
backgrounds and poorer socioec-
onomic groups - from access to
essential services and jobs, “There

is a risk of unlawful discrimination
ifdecisions taken in this process dis-
advantage people with protected
characteristics who have not
received, or are not able to receive,
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care workers would be required to
have a vaccination or be refused
deployment in care homes.

Launching a five- @e
week consultation on the

‘Biden ends

‘longest
war’ with
troop exit

Dan Sabbagh
Julian Borger Washinglon

The US president, Joe Biden, yes-
terday declared it was time “to
end America’s longest war™ as he
announced that nearly 10,000 US
and Nato troops would return home
in the run-uptothe 20th anniversary
ofagf11.

Addressing the world from the
White House, Biden said 2,500 US
troops plus a further 7,000 from
“Natoallies”, including 750 from the
UK, would gradually leave Afghani-
stan starting on 1 May.

“The plan has long been in
together, out together,” he added,
“We cannot continue the cycle of

extending or expanding @e
our military presence in

(L



