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Espaia se planta ante la UE en
defensa de sus reformas clave

El Gobierno busca consenso El Plan de Recuperacion
se enviara a Bruselas
con un mes de retraso

para los cambios laboral,
fiscal y de las pensiones

El programa permitira
acceder a 140.000 millones
en fondos europeos

CLAUDI PEREZ / CARLOS E. CUE
MANUEL V. GOMEZ, Madrid
Espaia ha pactado ya con las ins-
tituciones europeas el grueso del
Plan de Recuperacion, que permi-
tira disponer de 140.000 millones
de euros en fondos de la UE a
cambio de un compromiso con
las reformas. La Moncloa ha in-
cluido en el documento muchas
de las exigencias de la Comisiéon
Europea, pero se ha plantado en
las que son sus reformas clave: la
laboral, la del sistema de pensio-
nes y la fiscal. El Ejecutivo ha ale-
gado que estos cambios tienen
una enorme repercusion politica
y econdmica, y deben ser consen-
suados con los agentes sociales, el
Pacto de Toledo y la comision de
expertos en politica fiscal, respec-
tivamente.

El presidente del Gobierno, Pe-
dro Sanchez, presentara mafiana
el documento central del Plan de
Recuperacién, Transformacién y
Resiliencia de Espafia, que se
aprobara en el Consejo de Minis-
tros de la semana préxima. Pero
Espafa no enviara todos los deta-
lles del programa a la UE hasta la
semana del 20 al 27 de abril, un
mes mas tarde de lo previsto. El
Ejecutivo remitié un esbozo a Bru-
selas a principios de afio y desde
entonces ha tenido alrededor de
70 reuniones para afinar el esque-
ma, clave para el esperado rebote
del PIB a corto plazo y para el
prometido cambio de modelo de
la economia espafiola.  P4cina 39
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Nifios de la comunidad de Ayahualtempa, armados con fusiles y palos, el sabado. / MONICA GONZALEZ

Una comunidad indigena mexicana, pobre
y aislada, hace desfilar a los pequenos

Un batallon de nifios
contra el narco

CARMEN MORAN BRENA
José Joaquin de Herrera (México)
Bajo un sol cenital, los nifios ar-
mados desfilan uno tras otro lan-
zando vivas a los huérfanos, a las
viudas, a los pueblos originarios,
al general Zapata. “jViva! jviva! jvi-
va!”. Por tercer afno consecutivo,
los menores se han sumado a los
adultos de la policia comunitaria
en una suerte de parada militar

que es una llamada de auxilio al
Gobierno de México y también
una demostracion de fuerza ante
los grupos de delincuencia organi-
zada que los asedian en la Monta-
fia Baja del Estado de Guerrero.
Son ya apenas una irreductible al-
dea de 600 habitantes en una zo-
na donde el cultivo de la amapola
ha ido ganando terreno a tiros.
PASA A LA PAGINA 4

La justicia
desbarata

el fichaje de
Canto para las
listas de Ayuso

JUAN JOSE MATEO, Madrid
Un juzgado de Madrid anul6 ayer
la inclusiéon del exdirigente de
Ciudadanos Toni Cant6 y del exal-
calde de Toledo Agustin Conde en
las listas del PP para las autond-
micas del 4 de mayo. La justicia
certifica que ni Canté, que era
diputado en la Comunidad Valen-
ciana hasta su ruptura con Cs, ni
Conde estaban empadronados en
Madrid antes del 1 de enero, co-
mo obliga la ley. La sentencia es
firme, pero el PP acudir4 al Cons-
titucional. PAGINA 12

Sanchez y Diaz
acuerdan blindar
la coalicion pase lo
que pase el 4-M -

Madrid no ha
cobrado ni una
multa por violar
el actual estado
de alarma

JAVIER CASQUEIRO, Madrid
La Comunidad y el Ayuntamiento
de Madrid no han cobrado ni una
de las 50.000 multas impuestas
por violar el actual estado de alar-
ma, vigente desde el 25 de octu-
bre. Durante el anterior estado de
alarma, de marzo a junio de 2020,
solo se abonaron 2.000 de un nu-
mero similar de sanciones. La Co-
munidad ha privatizado la ges-
tién de las infracciones. Pacina 14

Jordania
escenifica

el fin de la
tension golpista

JUAN CARLOS SANZ, Aman
El rey Abdal4 II y su hermanas-
troy anterior heredero, el princi-
pe Hamzah Bin Hussein, escenifi-
caron juntos ayer el aparente fin
de la crisis que ha amenazado
con desestabilizar Jordania la Gl-
tima semana entre acusaciones
de intentos de golpe de Estado.
Ambos asistieron en Aman a la
ceremonia de conmemoracion
del centenario de la fundacién
del reino hachemi. PAGINA 3
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Gao Fu, director de los Centros de Control de Enfermedades

China ahora admite
que sus vacunas tienen
una baja efectividad

El funcionarioes uno de los principa
les responsables del sistema de salud
chino. Hizo estas declaraciones dias
antes deque tanto laOMS como la re-
vista The Lancet publiquen los resulta-
dos de losestudios. Una investigacion
dela Universidad de Chile sobre 1a
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"Todos somas Die_ﬂn'. El rac
e los vecinos ante la sade

Corona-Vac, unadelasvacunasde ori
gen ching, con vires inactivados, deter-
mindquecon una sola dosis logra una
efectividad del 2% Con la segunda sube
al56,5 %. Argentina comiprd Cuatro mi-
lionesde dosis de la Sinopharm, de la
que restan llegar das millones. La se-

SEGUNDD QLA DE PROTESTAS EN ROSARIC

Piden liberar al hombre que mato6 a dos motochorros

La Justicia ordenc la prision preventiva

por sesenta diasa Diego Clavdiano, el
Momibre dedh anos gue el jueves pasa-
doatropelld y matoa dos motochorros,
Losladrones o hablan asaltado v simu

laron ejecatarlo de un disparoen laca-
beza para robarle una mochilacon di-

nerc, Bl kos persiguid con su camioneta
y los arroliocuando subieron a una ve-
reda. La fiscalla investiga si huboun in

gunda dosis de estavacuna deberfa
aplicarse a los 2l dias. Ante la faltade
stock, v para llegar a inmunizar a mds
gente, el Goemadecidi aplazara
tres meses su aplicacidn. Pero no hay
evigenciade la E.‘rI."ir'."i'.['!:iIZIIZ'I.-?:-i'.q.I WelCll-
Nna 5156 14 aplica con ese esquermia. kn
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tento de asesinata, v la defensa aduce
que fue en legitima defensa y que o
Jue buscaba era ‘."".-'i [ar L UE 25 P IaT
Ayer hubo nuevas protestas de vecinos
frente alasede jedicial.em
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Lassoderroto

al candidatode
Correayesel
nuevo presidente
de Ecuador

El banquero de 65 afios se impuso
enel balotaje a Andres Arauz, el
delfin del ex mandatario condena-
do por corrupcian, Ralael Correa, v
aliado continental del kirchneris-
ma. En su tercer intento por lkegar
al poder, panaba por 52.5% a 47 4%
comn el 97% de los votos esctutados.
Anoche Arauz reconacio la victorna

OE 51U OpONETIIE. TEMA BEL DVA P, 3

Presidenciales en Pera

Se impane la izquierda
pero habra balotaje

SALATMIEERNTCY EVIELA Y BARRICKS LUE PIE

Seunen dos grupos
piqueteros para sumar
mas espacios de poder
enel Gobierno

Buscan formar una corriente polltica

dentro del Frente de Todos. Negorian
con ministras o intendentes. el
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dicen que Roca se
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Una comunidad tomd una hoste
ria. La Justicia ordend que 5 las
devuelvan a sus duefios px
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Americaon trial

Swift fech take-up

Poison in parliament

Emerging nations are narrowing the
digital divide —RucHIR SHARMA, PAGE 25

World awaits crucial verdict in
George Floyd case —BiG READ, PAGE 23

It's fime to tackle toxic workplaces at
the highest level — piLITA cLARK, PAGE 26

Opeéning time
England all set
for unbottling

Alex Tipping, landlord of the Fountain
in Ashurst, West Sussex, is looking for-
ward to seeing customers again. Non-
essential businesses can recpen in Eng-
land from today; signalling the end of
oneof the world’s toughest lockdowns.

The vaccine rollout has been key to
the loosening of restrictions. The UK,
which was the first country to approve
both the BioNTech/Pfizer and Oxford/
AstraZeneca jabs, has given 57.6 doses
per 100 residents, according to the
Financial Times vaccine tracker, com-
pared withan EUaverage of20.5.

» Hope for deal on Northern Ireland trade
The UK and the EU are optimistic that they can agree
howto apply post-Brexit trade rules in Northern
Ireland, so helping to reduce that tension that has
fuelled violence in Belfast.— PAGE 2; FT VIEW, PAGE 24

» Wealthy splash $4bn on London homes
The wealthiest buyers from across the world bought
more homes in London than inany other city last
year, in total spending almost $4bn on “super-prime
properties” costing $10m or more.— PAGE 2

» Banlt of England beefs up gilt holdings
The Bank of England holds abigger share of UK
government debt, at more than 30 per cent, than the
twolargest groups of private investors after it
boosted purchases during the pandemic.— pace 2

» US relief at South Korea car battery deal

Economists are expecting a surge in President Joe Biden has called a
spending, with Britons having amassed deal between the battery
an extra £180bn in their bank accounts. making arms of South Korea's
Cold comfort page 2 LGand SKa “relief” after their
Retail therapy page 3 spat threatened jobs at electric - |

Charlie Bibby/FT

China to mix and match jabs after
worries over homegrown vaccines

e Efficacy doubts spur doses rethink @ Impact on global deals @ Phase 3 data unpublished

YUAN YANG — BEIJING
PRIMROSE RIORDAN — HONG KONG
China’s Center for Disease Control and
Prevention has raised the prospect of
mixing vaccines and varying doses to
boost efficacy, the first time a govern-
ment body has acknowledged concerns
overthe effectiveness of domesticjabs.

Gao Fu, the CDC's head, told a confer-
ence at the weekend that the agency was
“considering how to solve the problem
that the efficacy of existing vaccines is
not high”. Gao proposed mixing differ-
ent vaccines as well as changing the
number of doses and amending the
interval between them.

Any new strategy will have ramifica-
tions for the more than 20 countries
that China said it was supplying in bilat-
eral “vaccine diplomacy” deals.

Bavaria premier rocks CDU
with bid to be Merkel’s heir

Markus Soder, prime minister of
Bavaria, has declared his intention to
succeed Angela Merkel as German
chancellor, In a move that sets the
stage for a showdown with Armin
Laschet, the CDU leader and presumed
heir fo the top job. Soder sald he and
Laschet had had a ‘friendly and open,
conversation on who should run as
the CDU/CSU's joint candidate. ‘We
came to the conclusion that both of us
are suitable and both are ready’

Full story » PAGE &

As of March, China had supplied 40m
doses to countries across the globe, incl-
uding Brazil, Serbia and the United Arab
Emirates, prompting the US and its
allies to launch their drive to supply 1bn
doses of Johnson & Johnson's Covid-19
wvaccine to south-east Asian nations.

Chile, which has relied on China’s
Sinovacjab for its vaccine drive, is inthe
middle of another Covid-19 wave arising
from new variants. It has administered
62 doses per 100 residents, according to
the Financial Times vaccine tracker, the
third-highest rate in the world.

A recent study of the effectiveness of
Chile’s vaccination programme found
the efficacy of a single dose of the Sino-
wvac jab was only 3 per cent, compared
with 56 per cent with two shots. How-
ever, local health experts have not

linked the latest wave to the vaccine’s
efficacyrate.

Social-media posts on Gao’s remarks
were swiftly censored, according to
Yanzhong Huang, a senior fellow for
global health at the Council on Foreign
Relations. “Itis the first time . . . a gov-
ernment official publicly admitted that
the protection rate is a concern in the
vaccination drive,” Huang added. China
had administered 65m doses across the
countryby the middle of March.

Unlike other vaccine producers,
China's manufacturers have not pub-
lished their phase 3 trial data, leading to
accusations of a lackof transparency on
the vaccine’s effectiveness on different
groups.

Sinopharm claims a 79 per cent effi-
cacy rate, similar to those achieved by

Hong Kong panel of experts.

AstraZeneca in its US trials. Sinovac’s
vaccine has an overall efficacy rate of
51 per cent among people aged 18 to 60,
according to documents published by a

car makersin the US.— PAGE 9

» Montenegro seels EU aid to pay China
Montenegro has sought EUhelp to payoffa $1bn
Chineseloan for an unfinished road project financed
by Beijing as part of its attempt to gain influence in
eastern Europe.— PAGE 4

» Tehran hits out over nuclear incident
Iran has described an incident at its main uranium
enrichment facility as “nuclear terrorism™ by
countries seeking to spoil renewed effortsto save the
nuclear deal it signed with world powers.— pace s

» Tech groups fear Beijing fines

Chinese tech giants Tencent Music and Meituan are
preparing to become the next targets in Beijing’s
sights after regulators handed rival Alibaba a record
$2.8bn penalty for antitrust violations.— page a

A study in Chile,
which is reliant

on Sinovac,
found the
efficacy of
asingle jabwas
just 3 per cent,
against 56 per
cent after

two shots

published.

Peter English, a retired communica-
ble disease control consultant at Public
Health England, said it was “astonish-
ing” that phase 3 trial data for the
Chinese vaccines had not yet been

“We have little information on how
effective these vaccinesare,” he said.

still, English said, it was “interesting”
that China was considering mixing and
matching vaccines after moves from
France and Germany following safety
concerns over the AstraZenecajab.
Additional reporting by Donato Mancini
Europe’s vaccine rollout page 4

Vaccine passports
% of UK adults who believe vaccine
passports wlll (be)...

20 40 60 80100

Sald on !he

civil liberties
Used for govt.
surveillance e
M True = Don't know [ False

Sources: Kings College London, University
of Bristol, (March 24-26 2021)

Close to four in 10
UK adults believe
vaccine passports
could result in
discrimination
against those
who have yet to
be immunised. A
quarter of Britons
think passports
would reduce their
own civil liberties,
according foa
study last month.

Cameron admits mistakes

Sunak as he breaks silence on Greensill

GEORGE PARKER — POLITICAL EDITOR

David Cameron has admitted he made
mistakes over his government lobby-
ing for Greensill Capital, as he tried to
distance himself from the controversy
over thefinancial group’s collapse.

In his first public comments on the
affair, the former prime minister
insisted yesterday that he was right to
lobby for Greensill to gain access to a
Bank of England Covid-12 loans scheme
but admitted it was wrong to do so by
sending text messages to Rishi Sunak,
the chancellor.
“There are important lessons to be
learnt,” he said in a written statement.
‘As a former prime minister, I accept
that communications with government
need to be done through only the most
formal of channels, so there can be no

Cameron also tried to distance him-
self from the collapse of the business
created by the Australian financier Lex
Greensill, and the loans made by the
group to the GFG metals business run by
Sanjeev Gupta.

“It's important to understand that I
was not on the board of Greensill Capi-
tal, nor was I a member of the risk or
credit committees,” Cameron said.

“1 played no role in the decisions to
extend credit, or the terms on which
such credit was extended, to GFG or any
other customer.”

Cameron said the decision to give the
Greensill founder a job in the heart of
government while he was prime minis-
ter was made by the civil service as part
of adrive to improve efficiency.

“The truth is, I had very little to do
with Lex Greensill at this stage — as I

entirety of my time as prime minister,”
Cameron said.

The Conservative former prime min-
ister became an adviser to the company
in 2018 and went on to lobby a number
of Tory ministers using texts to private
mobile numbers,

Cameron’s critics, including Labour
MPs, claim he abused his positionasa
former prime minister to try to win
preferential treatment for Greensill.

Cameron had previously refused to
comment on his role at Greensill Capi-
tal, which collapsed on March 8.

Some have suggested that his lobby-
ing was motivated by the prospect of a
huge payout of perhaps £60m.

“My remuneration was partly in the
form of a grantof shares,” Cameronsaid.
“Their value was nowhere near the
amountspeculated in the press.”

room for misinterpretation.” recall, I met him twice at most in the Those options are now worthless.
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LE BEGUINAGE, UNE ALTERNATIVE AUX MAISONS DE RETRAITE

Etats-Unis : comment Biden imprime sa marque

» A lapproche du cap

dies cent jours &l Maison
Blandche, le président deé-
maocrate afliche un débul
de mandat sans acroc,

malgre une majoriteé fragile  d'une ampleur inattendue

» Loin de se comporter
en gestionnaire tmore,
loe Biden annonce de
grands projets et affiche
une ambition réformatrice ,
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| eguipe expenimentée,
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tient a distance des sujets
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| au centre de sa diplomatic,

i M. Biden fait le pari de la
restauration d'un modde

i américain, malgré La perte
dinfluence de son pays

» Esperant regagner ka ma-
jorite au Congres, le Parti
républicain reste sous la
coupe de Donald Trumgp,
fidéle a sa ligne radicale
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» L'interruption des voyages en raison
de la crise sanitaire menace plus de
roomillions d'emplois dans le monde

» Limpact est dévastateur pour
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“All the News
That’s Fit to Print”

Che New Hlork Eimes

Late Edition

Today, mostly cloudy, rain, cooler,
high 52. Tonight, overcast, stray
showers, low 45. Tomorrow, clouds
breaking for some sunshine, milder,
high 61. Weather map is on Page B8.
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Frenzied Push
To Put Projects
In Building Bill

Congress Weighs Ideas
for Infrastructure

This article is by Emily Cochrane,
Pranshu Verma and Luke Broadwa-
ter.

WASHINGTON — Members of
Congress have begun a frenzy of
lobbying to ensure that their pet
projects and policy priorities are
included in President Biden’s $2
trillion infrastructure and jobs
plan, eager to shape what could be
one of the most substantial public
works investments in a genera-
tion.

Officials across the country are
dusting off lists of construction
projects and social programs,
hoping to secure their piece of a
plan aimed at addressing what the
administration estimates is at
least $1 trillion worth of back-
logged infrastructure improve-
ments, as well as economic and ra-
cial inequities that have existed
for decades.

Senior lawmakers have started
collecting lists of requests from
their colleagues for what should
be included in the bill, while top
White House officials are fielding
a torrent of calls from rank-and-
file lawmakers, all of whom have
their own ideas.

“My phone is blowing up,” Pete
Buttigieg, the transportation sec-
retary, said in an interview.
Nearly every lawmaker “can
point to a road or a bridge or an
airport” in his or her district that
is in dire need of repair.

“There’s a ton of interest from
Congress,” he said.

On Monday, Mr. Biden is set to
meet at the White House with a
group of Republicans and Demo-
crats to discuss the plan, part of a
push to forge a bipartisan compro-
mise that may ultimately prove fu-
tile given G.O.P. resistance to the
scope of the package. The five cab-
inet officials tapped to navigate
the infrastructure  package
through Congress, including Mr.
Buttigieg, are continuing to dis-
cuss the plan with both Republi-
cans and Democrats.

“The door is open,” Speaker
Nancy Pelosi of California said on
Sunday on CBS’s “Face the Na-
tion.” “Our hand is extended. Let’s
find out where we can find our
common ground. We always have
a responsibility to strive for bi-
partisanship.”

The process is crucial to Mr. Bi-
den’s strategy for maneuvering
the far-reaching plan through a
Congress where his party has mi-
nuscule majorities, at a time when
the space for a bipartisan compro-
mise is narrow and even Demo-
crats differ on how to structure
and pay for such a huge package.
Mr. Buttigieg said Sunday on Fox
News that Mr. Biden wanted to
see “major progress in Congress”
by Memorial Day, and lawmakers
are eager to weigh in.

Representative Mikie Sherrill,

Continued on Page A14
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Race for Mayor

Is Gearing Up
As City Is, Too

By KATIE GLUECK

It was opening day for Coney Is-
land’s famed amusement parks,
long shuttered during the pan-
demic, and Andrew Yang — the
2020 presidential candidate who
has shifted his personality-driven
campaign to the New York City
mayoral race — was in his ele-
ment.

“Coney Island is open for busi-
ness!” he declared on Friday,
pumping his fists as he made his
way down a windswept board-
walk. “New York City! Can you
feel it?”

What it felt like was a campaign
event, and Mr. Yang was not the
only mayoral candidate to take ad-
vantage. Scott M. Stringer, the city
comptroller, mingled along the
midway, playing games with his
family; Kathryn Garcia, the for-
mer sanitation commissioner,
rode bumper cars and visited
small businesses.

New York faces immense chal-
lenges on the road to recovery
from the pandemic. Thousands of
deaths, economic devastation, ris-
ing violent crime and deep racial
and socioeconomic inequality
complicate the city’s path forward
at every turn, making the upcom-

Continued on Page A12

Clash of Wills Kept a Leonardo

From Being Seen at the Louvre

By DAVID D. KIRKPATRICK and ELAINE SCIOLINO

French curators had worked for
a decade to prepare a major exhi-
bition marking the 500th anniver-
sary of the death of Leonardo da
Vinci. When it opened, though, the
most talked-about painting they
had planned to show — “Salvator
Mundi,” the most expensive work
ever sold at auction — was no-
where to be seen.

Plucked from shabby obscurity
at a New Orleans estate sale, the
painting had been sold in 2017 as a
rediscovered “lost” Leonardo and
fetched more than $450 million
from an anonymous bidder who
kept it hidden from view. The

seum’s anniversary show two
years later had created a sensa-
tion in the international art world,
and its absence whipped up a
storm of new questions.

Had the Louvre concluded that
the painting was not actually the
work of Leonardo, as a vocal
handful of scholars had insisted?
Had the buyer — reported to be
Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman, though he
had never acknowledged it — de-
clined to include it in the show for
fear of public scrutiny? The tanta-
lizing notion that the brash Saudi
prince might have gambled a for-

-
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Top contenders in New York City’s mayoral race are, clockwise from top left: Andrew Yang, a 2020 presidential candidate; Scott M.
Stringer, the city comptroller; Eric Adams, Brooklyn's borough president; and Maya D. Wiley, a former counsel to Mayor Bill de Blasio.
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Behind Gaetz Case, a Problematic Tax Collector

This article is by Patricia Mazzei,
Michael S. Schmidt and Katie Ben-
ner.

LAKE MARY, Fla. — Long be-
fore the E.B.I. began to scrutinize a
tax collector in Florida named
Joel Greenberg — and long before
his trail led them to Representa-
tive Matt Gaetz — he amassed an
outlandish record in the mundane
local public office he had turned
into a personal fief of power.

Records and interviews de-
tailed a litany of accusations: Mr.
Greenberg strutted into work with
a pistol on his hip in a state that
does not allow guns to be openly
carried. He spent hundreds of

Former Florida Official
Seemed to Hold Law
in Little Regard

thousands of taxpayer dollars to
create no-show jobs for a relative
and some of his groomsmen. He
tried to talk his way out of a traffic
ticket, asking a police officer for
“professional  courtesy”  He
played police officer himself,
putting a flashing light on his car
to pull over a woman and accuse
her of speeding. He published an
anti-Muslim Facebook post. He

solicited help to hack critics on the
county commission.

Stalking a rival candidate got
him arrested. Federal agents look-
ing into the matter found at least
five fake IDs in his wallet and
backpack, and kept digging.

Their inquiry culminated in 33
federal charges against Mr.
Greenberg, 36, including sex traf-
ficking of a minor, bribery, fraud
and stalking — and led to a mush-
rooming political scandal that
burst into national news in recent
days and ensnared Mr. Gaetz, who
is a close ally of President Donald
J. Trump, and other influential
Florida Republicans, with the in-
vestigation continuing.

Continued on Page A13

A Blast of History at Augusta

Hideki Matsuyama of Japan became the first Asian-born player to win the Masters. Page D1.
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EXPLOSION ROCKS
NUCLEAR CENTER,
INFURIATING IRAN

SABOTAGE IS SUSPECTED

Attack May Hurt Efforts
to Reboot 2015 Deal
With the U.S.

This article is by Ronen Bergman,
Rick Gladstone and Farnaz Fassihi.

A power failure that appeared
to have been caused by a deliber-
ately planned explosion struck
Iran’s Natanz uranium enrich-
ment site on Sunday, in what Ira-
nian officials called an act of sabo-
tage that they suggested had been
carried out by Israel.

The blackout injected new un-
certainty into diplomatic efforts
that began last week to salvage
the 2015 nuclear deal repudiated
by the Trump administration.

Iran did not say precisely what
had caused the blackout at the
heavily fortified site, which has
been a target of previous sabo-
tage, and Israel publicly declined
to confirm or deny any responsi-
bility. But American and Israeli in-
telligence officials said there had
been an Israeli role.

Two intelligence officials
briefed on the damage said it had
been caused by a large explosion
that completely destroyed the in-
dependent — and heavily pro-
tected — internal power system
that supplies the underground
centrifuges that enrich uranium.

The officials, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity to de-
scribe a classified Israeli opera-
tion, said that the explosion had
dealt a severe blow to Iran’s abil-
ity to enrich uranium and that it
could take at least nine months to
restore Natanz’s production.

If so, Iran’s leverage in new
talks sought by the Biden admin-
istration to restore the nuclear
agreement could be significantly
compromised. Iran has said it will
take increasingly strong actions
prohibited under the agreement
until the sanctions imposed by
President Donald J. Trump have
been rescinded.

It was not immediately clear
how much advance word — if any
— the Biden administration re-
ceived about the Natanz opera-
tion, which happened on the same
morning that the American de-
fense secretary, Lloyd J. Austin
I11, was visiting Israel. But Israeli
officials have made no secret of
their unhappiness over Mr. Bi-
den’s desire to revive the nuclear
agreement that his predecessor
renounced in 2018.

Ali Akbar Salehi, the head of
Iran’s Atomic Energy Organiza-
tion, described the blackout as an
act of “nuclear terrorism” and
said the international community
must confront the threat.

“The action this morning
against the Natanz enrichment
site shows the defeat of those who
oppose our country’s nuclear and
political development and the sig-
nificant gains of our nuclear in-
dustry,” Mr. Salehi said, according
to the Iranian news media. “The
incident shows the failure of those
who oppose Iran negotiating for
sanctions relief”

Israel, which considers Iran a
dire adversary, has sabotaged
Iran’s nuclear work before, with
tactics ranging from cyberattacks

Continued on Page A10

After Covid, Some Students Will Still Learn Online, by Demand

By NATASHA SINGER

Rory Levin, a sixth grader in
Bloomington, Minn., used to hate
going to school. He has a health
condition that often makes him
feel apprehensive around other
students. Taking special-educa-
tion classes did little to ease his

So when his district created a
stand-alone digital-only program,
Bloomington Online School, last
year for the pandemic, Rory opted
to try it. Now the 11-year-old is en-
joying school for the first time,
said his mother, Lisa Levin. He
loves the live video classes and
has made friends with other on-
line students, she said.

Public Schools decided to keep
running the online school even af-
ter the pandemic subsides. Ms.
Levin plans to re-enroll Rory for
this fall.

“It is such a good fit for him,”
she said. “We’re really hoping
they can continue it for the rest of
his school career”

Ayear after the coronavirus set

education, some of the remote
programs that districts intended
to be temporary are poised to out-
last the pandemic. Even as stu-
dents flock back to classrooms, a
subset of families who have come
to prefer online learning are push-
ing to keep it going — and school
systems are rushing to accommo-
date them.

chance to see it at the Louvre mu- Continued on Page A10 anxiety. In December, Bloomington off a seismic disruption in public Continued on Page Al4
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Matsuyama Wins Masters, in a First for a Japanese Man

| -

MIKE EHRMANN/GETTY IMAGES

FITTING: Hideki Matsuyama dons the

green jacket after winning the 85th Masters tournament at the Augusta National Golf

Club in Augusta, Ga., on Sunday. Mr. Matsuyama is the first Japanese man to win one of golf’s major championships. A14

Secret Google Project Accused
Of Using Ad Data to Lift Sales

By JEFF HORWITZ
Anp KeacH HAGEY

Google for years operated a
secret program that used data
from past bids in the com-
pany’s digital advertising ex-
change to allegedly give its own
ad-buying system an advantage
over competitors, according to
court documents filed in a
Texas antitrust lawsuit.

The program, known as
“Project Bernanke,” wasn’t
disclosed to publishers who
sold ads through Google’s ad-
buying systems. It generated

hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in revenue for the com-
pany annually, the documents
show. In its lawsuit, Texas al-
leges that the project gave
Google, a unit of Alphabet
Inc., an unfair competitive ad-
vantage over rivals.

The documents filed this
week were part of Google’s
initial response to the Texas-
led antitrust lawsuit, which
was filed in December and ac-
cused the search company of
running a digital-ad monopoly
that harmed both ad-industry
competitors and publishers.

This week’s filing, viewed by
The Wall Street Journal,
wasn’t properly redacted when
uploaded to the court’s public
docket. A federal judge let
Google refile it under seal.

Some of the unredacted
contents of the document
were earlier disclosed by
MLex, an antitrust-focused
news outlet.

The document sheds fur-
ther light on the state’s case
against Google, along with the
search company’s defense.

Much of the lawsuit in-
volves the interplay of

Google’s roles as both the op-
erator of a major ad ex-
change—which Google likens
to the New York Stock Ex-
change in marketing docu-
ments—and a representative of
buyers and sellers on the ex-
change. Google also acts as an
ad buyer in its own right, sell-
ing ads on its own properties
such as search and YouTube
through these same systems.
Texas alleges that Google
used its access to data from
publishers’ ad servers—where
more than 90% of large pub-
PleaseturntopageA9

Fear of Covid-19 Shrinks Labor Force

Around 4 million adults aren’t looking for jobs due to virus; taming pandemic key to recovery

By GWYNN GUILFORD

ing to go home. And I'm probably not

A little over a year ago, Chanee
McLaurin was a few weeks into a new
job selling insurance when she began to

hear coughing in her office.

Co-workers, one after another,
stopped showing up. Then she over-
heard a colleague whispering into her
phone that she had been diagnosed

with flu-like symptoms.

“I was like, ‘You know what? I'm go-

Dallas.

going to come back, ” said Ms. McLau-
rin, who is 29 and lives in a suburb of

When her employer, after letting
staff work from home, called them back
to the office in early May, Ms. McLau-
rin didn’t go. Although she wasn’t
aware of any outbreak at her office, her
job involved going door to door at busi-
nesses, and she feared what would hap-
pen if she caught Covid-19 and grew

too ill to take care of her two-year-old
daughter or infected her wife, an essen-
tial worker with a warehousing job.

A year after the pandemic burst onto

the U.S. economy, 8.4 million fewer
Americans hold jobs. There are many
reasons, but one of the most important
and least appreciated is the one that

Pleaseturntopage AI0

CEO Pay
Climbs
In Year

Of Vast
Upheaval

Median compensation
reaches $13.7 million
for leaders at 300 of
the biggest companies

By THEO FRANCIS
AND KRISTIN BROUGHTON

CEO pay surged in 2020, a
year of historic business up-
heaval, a wrenching labor mar-
ket for many workers and chal-
lenges for many leaders.

Median pay for the chief ex-
ecutives of more than 300 of
the biggest U.S. public compa-
nies reached $13.7 million last
year, up from $12.8 million for
the same companies a year
earlier and on track for a re-
cord, according to a Wall
Street Journal analysis.

Pay kept climbing in 2020
as some companies moved per-
formance targets or modified
pay structures in response to
the Covid-19 pandemic and ac-
companying economic pain.
Salary cuts CEOs took at the
depths of the crisis had little
effect. The stock market’s re-
bound boosted what top execu-
tives took home because much
of their compensation comes in
the form of equity.

In some cases, investors
have responded by withholding
support for company pay prac-
tices in annual advisory votes,

PleaseturntopageA2

Median total compensation
for S&P 500 CEOs on the job
atleastayear

$14 million

2010 12 14 16 18 20

Note: 2020 reflects companies disclosing pay
through April 8
Source: MyLoglQ
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@ CEOs plan new push on
voting legislation....ms Bl
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By ALEX LEARY

SOUTHBURY, Conn.—In
1974 the Grateful Dead revolu-
tionized concert audio with a
three-story, 28,800-watt sys-
tem called the Wall of Sound.
Fans were blown away, but the
wall only lasted a year.

Nearly 50 years later, An-
thony Coscia has built a one-
sixth scale model in his base-
ment—and fans are
going wild once
again.

“He’s nuts,” says
Richard Pechner, a
former roadie who
had the grueling
job of assembling
the real wall each |
show. “I mean, "
look, I absolutely

Grateful Dead’s ‘Wall of Sound’

Lives On in Fan’s Basement

Anthony Coscia spent two months
building a miniature replica; ‘he’s nuts’

Jerry Garcia

*

love what he’s doing. He’s not
faking it. He’s trying to repli-
cate it. It’s a mind blower.”
Stuck home during
Covid-19, Mr. Coscia has la-
bored four hours a day over
two months, creating a social-
media phenomenon among
Deadheads, few of whom expe-
rienced the Wall of Sound—he
didn’t either—but who hold it
in mythical status for its size

_and pioneering of high fidel-

ity concert audio.

The pandemic has
driven people to bread
g baking, binge
watching and dog
ownership. For

music lovers, the
lack of concerts
Pleaseturnto
pageAlO
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Solar industry
confronts its uneasy
reliance on China’s
Xinjiang region. Aé
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Native American
communities have

been among the
fastest to vaccinate. A3
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Hospital Fight Typifies
Plight in Rural Areas

By BRIAN SPEGELE

When the only hospital in a
small central Wyoming city
stopped delivering babies and
cut back on surgeries, local res-
idents sought to start their
own. The fight that ensued now
stretches to Washington and is
shining an uncomfortable light
on one of the country’s biggest
hospital chains and its private-
equity owner.

LifePoint Health Inc., backed
by Apollo Global Management
Inc., controls the only hospital
in working-class Riverton, Wyo.
After LifePoint merged River-
ton’s hospital with another fa-
cility it owns in Lander, 30
miles away, it began consolidat-
ing services.

With many in Riverton wor-
ried that cutbacks would hurt
the city’s future and some con-
cerned over Lander’s care, local

business and community lead-
ers launched an effort to build
a new hospital instead. They
said they have secured several
million dollars in donations, in-
cluding land for the proposed
hospital from the Eastern Sho-
shone Native American tribe.

Today, the group is one step
away from achieving its goal of
securing $40 million of low-in-
terest loans from the Agricul-
ture Department. LifePoint is
trying to scupper the efforts by
lobbying the Biden administra-
tion and Wyoming’s senators to
oppose the project.

The CEO of LifePoint’s Wyo-
ming hospitals, John Ferrelli,
said in a statement the com-
pany opposed the new hospital
because it “will not fill gaps in
care.” He said the two hospi-
tals’ merger sought to use scale
to better serve patients and co-

PleaseturntopageA6
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Chauvin
case puls
policing
on trial

Department leaders
deliver unprecedented
courtroom condemnation

BY MARK BERMAN

One by one, Minneapolis police
leadership and veterans took the
stand in former officer Derek
Chauvin’s murder trial to view the
video footage of him pushing his
knee into George Floyd’s neck.

“Pulling him down to the
ground, face down and putting
your knee on the neck for that
amount of time is just uncalled
for” the department’s longest-
serving officer testified.

“That’s not what we train,” said
an inspector who used to lead the
department’s training.

“Not part of our training and is
certainly not part of our ethics or
values,” the Minneapolis police
chief said.

The testimonies offered by
these and other high-ranking po-
lice officials, punctuated by a chief
appearing in uniform, marked an
unprecedented courtroom con-
demnation of an officer by so
many of his own department’s
leadership, according to law en-
forcement veterans and legal ex-
perts.

They also underscored how po-
licing remains at the heart of a
crucial debate that could decide
the trial’s outcome. Prosecutors
say Chauvin “betrayed this badge,”
describing his actions as beyond
the pale for police, while the de-

SEE CHAUVIN ON A6

Kids at home
can feel lost

CIUDAD J UARFZ, MEXICO — The mes-
sage popped up on Pastor Juan Fierro’s
phone one recent afternoon. U.S. bor-
der agents had expelled another group
of Central American families to this
Mexican city. Could someone take
them in?

Fierro, an evangelical minister, was
startled by the request. During most of
the pandemic, officials in Juarez had

sent newly arrived migrants to a quar-
antine center for 14 days. Suddenly it
was full. “There was no place to take
care ofthese people,” Fierro said. Sohis
staff at the Good Samaritan shelter
hauled bunk beds into an empty room
and penned it in with battered wooden
benches. Within days, the rudimenta-
ry “quarantine” center held 23 women

and children.

President Biden hoped to put the
brakes on a surge of U.S.-bound Cen-

Mexico says it lacks space to take in migrant families the U.S. expected to expel

MICHAEL ROBINSON CHAVEZ/THE WASHINGTON POST

A crimp in Biden’s border plan

BY MARY BETH SHERIDAN tral American families by relying on a
Trump-era policy to return them to
Mexico. But increasingly, this country
is straining to cope with the influx.
Mexico is now limiting the number of
families it will allow back. That’s
forced the U.S. government to accept
most of them, as their numbers soar:
About 53,000 members of family units

were taken into custody in March,

compared with 7,300 in January.

SEE BORDER ON A8

Migrants, mostly from Central America, stay at the Good Samaritan shelter in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, last month.
The country is limiting the number of families it will allow back, forcing the United States to accept most of them.

as in-person
classes return

BY HANNAH NATANSON
AND DONNA ST. GEORGE

Prescott Noll, 15, almost never
asks questions in class anymore.

Ever since masked children be-
gan filing into classrooms in Lou-
doun County in February — while
Prescott kept learning from home
— catchingteachers’attention has
become a hassle. Messages sent in

a class chat go unanswered. If he
unmutes himself to speak, teach-
ers do not hear his query because
they’re busy talking to students
actually sitting nearby.

He is not blaming his teachers,
the 15-year-old said. He sees they
have their hands full trying to
manage his in-person classmates,
ensuring that everyone follows a
complex plethora of safety regula-
tions. Plus, the “little ding sound”
that heralds a new message in the
chat is easy to miss in the hubbub
of a full classroom.

To make it through the school
day nowadays, Prescott said, he
hasto look at the bigger picture —

tell himself, “Oh, this affects my
GPA. T have to pay attention.” He
SEE STUDENTS ON A16

RICKY STILLEY
Police detain a protester during a 1982 demonstration against PCB dumping in Warren County, N.C.

Over decades, an oulcry against loxic inequilies

BY DARRYL FEARS
AND BRADY DENNIS
IN WARREN COUNTY, N.C.

en Chavis was driving on a
B lonely road through rolling
tobacco fields when he
looked in his rearview mirror and

saw the state trooper.
Chavis knew he was a marked

man. Protests had erupted over
North Carolina’s decision to dump
40,000 cubic yards of soil contam-
inated with cancer-causing chem-
icals in a poor Black farming com-
munity in Warren County, and
Chavis was a leader of the revolt.
The trooper pulled him over.

“What did I do, officer?” Chavis
asked thatdayin1982. The answer
shocked him.

“He told me that I was driving
too slow”

Chavis was arrested and
thrown in jail. When the cell door
slammed shut, he gripped the
metal bars and declared: “This is
racism. This is environmental rac-

The term stuck, and now —
SEE PROTESTS ON A10

CEOs
prioritize
voling
rights

AGAINST STATE BILLS

Over 100 discuss halting
donations, investment

BY ToDD C. FRANKEL

More than 100 chief executives
and corporate leaders gathered
online this past weekend to dis-
cuss taking new action to combat
the controversial state voting
bills being considered across the
country, including the one recent-
ly signed into law in Georgia.

Executives from major airlines,
retailers and manufacturers —
plus at least one NFL owner —
talked about potential ways to
show their opposition, including
by halting donations to politi-
cians who support the bills and
even delaying investments in
states that pass the restrictive
measures, according to four peo-
ple who were on the Saturday call,
including one of the organizers,
Jeffrey Sonnenfeld, a Yale man-
agement professor.

While no final steps were
agreed upon, the meeting repre-
sents an aggressive dialing up of
corporate  America’s  stand
against controversial voting mea-
sures nationwide, a sign that ex-
ecutives’ opposition to the laws
didn’t end with the fight against
the Georgia legislation passed in
March.

It also came just days after

SEE VOTING ON A15

Facing defiant
GOP, Biden
redefines
bipartisanship

BY ASHLEY PARKER

To hear President Biden and his
team tell it, a successful bipartisan
bill need not attract a single Re-
publican vote.

Biden pushed his $1.9 trillion
covid reliefbill through the Senate
with the support of all 50 Demo-
crats and nary a Republican, yet
later declared it a resounding bi-
partisan triumph.

The president and his advisers
have also signaled that, while they
are planning robust outreach to
Republican lawmakers, they are
prepared to pass his infrastruc-
ture plan on the votes of Demo-
crats alone — and call it a biparti-
san victory.

“If you looked up ‘bipartisan’in
the dictionary, I think it would say
support from Republicans and
Democrats,” said Anita Dunn, a
senior Biden adviser. “It doesn’t
say the Republicans have to be in
Congress.”

As the Biden administration
prepares to pursue abroad agenda
ranging from infrastructure to im-
migration to guns, the president

SEE BIDEN ON A18

IN THE NEWS
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The Masters Hideki Matsuyama, 29, became
the first Japanese man to win a major golf
title, beating Will Zalatoris by one stroke. D1

On alert As surveillance for coronavirus
variants rises, experts say there’s much
further to go to stay ahead of the danger. Bl

THE NATION

Florida Gov. Ron De-
Santis (R) is promoting
legislation that would
make it easier for some-
one to be sent to prison
for participating in a
protest that turns un-
ruly. A2

Former president
Donald Trump in a
speech attacked Sen.
Mitch McConnell
(R-Ky.) for not helping
overturn the 2020 elec-
tion and reiterated false
claims that he won. A5

THE WORLD

Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin, making
the first visit to Israel by

a senior Biden adminis-
tration official, said the
U.S.-Israel relationship
was “enduring and iron-
clad,” amid growing Is-
raeli concern at efforts
to revive the Iranian
nuclear deal. A14

THE REGION
Maryland’s legislature
convenes for the final
day of its 90-day session
with work yet to do on
bills that would outlaw
federal immigration
detention centers, es-
tablish a sports betting
industry and set the
state on a more aggres-
sive course to combat
climate change. B1

THE WEEK AHEAD

MONDAY

A bipartisan group of
senators meets with
President Biden to dis-
cuss his jobs plan.

TUESDAY

Biden attends a con-
gressional tribute to
Capitol Police Officer
William Evans, who was
killed in an April 2 at-
tack on the Capitol.
Michigan Gov. Gretch-
en Whitmer (D) partici-
pates in a Washington
Post online interview.

WEDNESDAY

CIA Director William
J. Burns and FBI Direc-
tor Christopher A. Wray
discuss global threats in
a Senate hearing.

Fed Chair Jerome H.
Powell speaks on the
state of the U.S. econo-
my in an online event.
Supreme Court Jus-
tices Sonia Sotomayor
and Neil M. Gorsuch
discuss civic education
in an online forum.

THURSDAY

Jobless claims for the
week ended April 9 are
expected to total
695,000.

Biden meets with
members of the Con-
gressional Asian Pacific
American Caucus.

FRIDAY

Prime Minister Yoshi-
hide Suga of Japan
meets with Biden at the
White House.

INSIDE

STYLE

From inside to out
Introverts savored the
break from the crowds,
obligations and small
talk of our pre-pandemic
world. How will they fare
now — and what can they
teach the rest of us? C1
Original Wife Guy
Prince Philip’s symbolic
existence managed to
also represent something
rather important. C1
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